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Please see INCORPORATION 
DAY, Page  7

Town celebrates 250th birthday with 
Incorporation Day ceremony

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – Last Wednes-
day, Feb. 28, was the 250th 
anniversary of the town’s in-
corporation. The occasion was 
celebrated with a ceremony held 
in the high school auditorium.

Principal Lisa Nemeth pre-
sided over the ceremony, which 
featured speeches from Brian 
Bylicki, Senator Jake Oliveira, 
and State Representative Aar-
on Saunders, a thank you from 
250th Committee Co-Chair 
Linda Collette, and a perfor-
mance from the high school 
chorus.

Bylicki, formerly a history 
teacher from the high school, 
spoke about the original incor-
poration of the town in 1774.

Bylicki described the peti-
tion being “brought up by resi-
dents of the Stony Hill section 
of the eastward outward com-

mons of Springfield, and sent to 
Boston, possibly with Dr. Eric 
Miller, the first doctor in Lud-
low’s history, requesting all the 
rights and privileges of a town.”

Senator Oliveira appeared in 
an 18th century Hamilton cos-
tume, which he acquired from 
Berkshire Hills Music Acade-
my in South Hadley from their 
Broadway-themed gala.

“It’s an honor to be here 
today to celebrate the 250th 
anniversary,” Oliveira said. 
“Like many of you, we were so 
pleased to be here this week-
end to celebrate with so many 
small community vendors and 
so many organizations and so 
many non-profit groups that 
came out to celebrate our 250 
years of service here in the town 
of Ludlow.”

State Representative Saun-
ders also spoke about the history 

Candidates speak at
Democrats Breakfast

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – Last weekend, 
the town’s Democratic Com-
mittee held its first commem-
orative breakfast after a long 
hiatus.

On Sunday, March 3, at 9 
a.m. at Villa Rose, town resi-
dents met with state and fed-
eral politicians and community 
members from the surrounding 
towns to network, organize, 
and promote the message of 
the Democratic Committee. 
The Chair of the committee, 
Mia Alves, said that the break-
fast was a great opportunity to 
meet like-minded members of 
the community.

“From the enthusiastic turn-
out, I think this breakfast was a 
wonderful place for organizing, 
networking, and getting our 
message out,” Alves said.

Among the speakers were 
Steve Kerrigan, Chair of the 
State Democrats, as well as 
member Candy Glasier, Tara 
Jacobs from the Governor’s 
Council, and Chairs of Demo-
cratic Committees of various 
neighboring towns, including 
Linda Dagradi from Wilbra-
ham, Co-Chair Ann Stockton 
from South Hadley, Jane Porter 
from Pelham, Susan Knight-
ley from Granby, and Barbara 
Wenig from Longmeadow.

The event also included 
speeches from Senator Jake 
Oliveira and State Represen-
tative Aaron Saunders, as well 
as speeches by Alex Montagna 
and Kelly Lamas, who are run-
ning for positions on the Board 
of Selectmen and Board of 
Health, respectively.

“Breakfast was delicious, 
Tony Tavares runs Villa Rose 
and he did a great job, he’s also 
on BOH

“Both Jake and Aaron did 
a wonderful job,” Alves said. 
“Jake’s parents, Carol and 
Richard, were there. Because 
everyone’s from Ludlow, it was 
very warm and family orient-

ed; their tables were more like 
family tables.”

“It was a first for me, I en-
joyed it,” Montagna said. “I 
can’t wait to do another one, I 
hope to help make this town a 
better place one step at a time.”

Though she was not able to 
attend, Senator Elizabeth War-
ren sent a video praising the 
work done by the Committee 
and organizers in town.

“I want to give a special 
shout out to your chair, Mia, 
to the Breakfast Club, and the 
whole team for the hard work 

Please see DEMOCRATS
BREAKFAST, Page 8

Submitted Photo

Senator Jake Oliveira stopped by residents’ tables to talk to them.

School Committee
 divided on cuts to balance 

proposed $37M budget
By Jim Russell
Correspondent

LUDLOW – The School 
Committee is divided on wheth-
er teachers or administrators 
should be dislodged to balance 
the proposed $37 million fiscal 
2025 budget that, overall, is 3%, 
or $1 million, more than current 
spending.

This discussion occurred 
at the school district’s annu-
al budget hearing Feb. 27 that 
had been scheduled earlier that 
month, but was postponed due 
to a snowstorm.

Town Administrator Marc 
Strange, the Board of Selectmen 
and Finance Committee attend-
ed the joint meeting of the three 
committees.

School Superintendent Frank 
Tiano said 20.7 full time equiv-
alent positions were cut to bal-
ance the current year’s fiscal 
2024 budget.

At January’s meeting he said 
cutting seven teaching positions 
at Ludlow High School for the 
fiscal year that begins on July 
1 is possible, saying, “72% of 
our budget is people. If you can 
make reductions and still have 
your class size at 20 to 21, that’s 
something for us to consider.”

During the budget hearing, 
School Committee Chair Jef-
fery A. Laing said: “It would be 

economically irresponsible to 
just keep teachers – even though 
that’s what we all want.”

School Committee member 
Joao Dias said “if there is going 
to be cuts, we have to look clos-
er and harder at administration. 
1984, when I graduated, we had 
roughly 1,200 students; we had 
one principal and one vice prin-
cipal.”

“My understanding is we 
vote on the budget; we don’t 
make the decision where the ul-
timate cuts come from,” School 
Committee Vice-Chair Sarah 
F. Bowler said. “It’s out of our 
hands from that point on.”

“We do have some influ-
ence...some impact” on where 
any staff reductions would be 
made, Dias said. “If we can find 
them elsewhere, it shouldn’t be 
teachers.”

By a 4-1 margin the school 
board voted to recommend to 
town meeting a $37,028,442 fis-
cal 2025 school budget.

According to Tiano this 
number is $359,348 less than 
needed to maintain service at 
current level.

Prior to the upcoming annual 
town meeting, the Board of Se-
lectmen and Finance Committee 
will also make their spending 

Please see SCHOOL
BUDGET CUTS, Page11

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Senator Jake 
Oliveira and State 
Representative 
Aaron Saunders 
thanked Co-Chair 
Linda Collette for 
her work with the 
250th Committee.
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LUDLOW

Follow us on Facebook ludlowma250

Visit us at Ludlowma250.org

Wednesday, 
February 28, 2024 • 6pm

Ludlow High School
500 Chapin St.

Celebrating the 250th Anniversary
of the town’s incorporation. 
Reading of the proclamation 
and patriotic music by the 
Ludlow High School Choir.

Ongoing Events

Saturday, March 9, 2024
Gremio Lusitano Club

Doors open at 6pm for cocktail hour, dinner at 7pm served 
by Tony & Penny’s Catering. Music & dancing to follow. 

Featuring DJ Cumba Entertainment. 
Raffle Baskets, 50/50 Raffle & more. 

Tickets are $50 per person. 
Available from any 250th Committee 

member or contact co-chair 
Kathy Ouimette at 413-589-7994.

Incorporation Day

Cabin  Fever  
Dinner Dance

“Shake Off 
Those Winter Blues!”

BOH notes: Candidates sought for key positions
By Marcelo Gusmão

Staff Writer
mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Board of Health met 
last week for some routine matters, in-
cluding appointing a new Medical Direc-
tor, and the search for a Health Inspector 
and Shared Services Coordinator.

Medical Director
At the start of the meeting, the board 

met with Eleanor Kelliher about the posi-
tion for Medical Director that was recent-
ly opened.

“Dr. Kelliher is here because the medi-
cal director who is responsible for vaccine 
administration in compliance with the 
state and federal has retired,” said Kelly 
Lamas, Chair of the BOH. “Paulina (Ma-
tusik) has drafted this Health Department 
and Medical Director Services Agreement 
between the board and Dr. Kelliher.”

Kelliher, who has served on the board 
in the past, said that she had read through 
the documentation, and would be happy to 
provide oversight on the town’s vaccina-
tion program.

“I imagine I’ll be working with An-

gela Kramer,” Kelliher said. “We’ve al-
ready met once and she’s brought me up 
to speed about the vaccines and what (the 
board) offers, which is really just the flu 
shot, tetanus vaccine, periodic COVID 
vaccine clinics that occurred during the 
pandemic years, as well as tuberculosis 
testing as needed.”

Health Inspector
Health Inspector Tim Fontaine re-

signed Feb. 9 to pursue a position with the 
state.

“He’s on to bigger and better things,” 
Matusik said. “We’re very happy for him.”

Matusik said the position has been 
posted. So far, six have applied, with just 
one meeting the qualifications.

“I do have an interview scheduled for 
next Wednesday, so we’ll see how that 
goes,” Matusik said.

Matusik said that she has been fielding 
complaints while the town looks for a new 
health inspector. She said there were only 
three inspections that needed to be done 
this month, and that there were no updates 
for the BOH.

“Tim really got us up to date, so at this 
time I don’t really have any concerns,” 

Matusik said. “Permits have been paid for, 
so that’s all up to date as well.”

“I’m hoping that things will work out, 
we’ll get a good candidate and we’ll be 
smooth sailing from there,” Matusik said.

The board praised the new inspection 
software, which Matusik had used for a 
mobile food truck.

“I’m leaning towards just using that 
going forward,” Matusik said. “So, with 
the new health inspector starting as well, 
you won’t see inspection reports any-
more.”

The board discussed ways for board 
members to be able to see those reports, 
between email or the use of an iPad.

Lamas expressed an interest in provid-
ing some kind of outreach to residents in 
the hopes of curbing the amount of com-
plaints in the warmer months.

“I’m wondering, to get ahead of the 
spring season and what may come in 
terms of complaints, if there’s something 
that can be done in terms of education 
for the town,” Lamas said. “I wonder if 
there’s some kind of educational outreach 
thing that can be done in early May, just 
to remind people that now is the time to 
start cleaning up to kind of get ahead of 
what we may get for complaints.”

Monthly Updates
Health Director Paulina Matusik pro-

vided the monthly update on the Health 
Department.

“We are now offering free sharps dis-
posal for residents because of our syringe 
service program that you guys agreed to 
be a part of and the state approved,” Ma-
tusik said. “We’re working with Tapes-
try Health to provide this service to resi-
dents.”

Matusik said that she reached out to 
the American Public Health Court about 
updating the sharps disposal to notify the 
public as well as making monthly edu-
cational Facebook posts. She also men-
tioned that a summer intern program was 
approved through the Department of Pub-
lic Health.

“They’ll have four project proposals to 
choose from,” Matusik said, “one of them 
will be emergency preparedness, another 
is an educational piece, the third option 
would be going over regulations and up-
dating any regulations or creating new 
ones as needed, and then the fourth would 
be any opioid or substance misuse kind of 
bringing that up to speed as well.”

Matusik spoke about the Health De-
partment’s table at the Ludlow 250th’s 
First Night. Board member Antonio Tav-
ares said that he stopped by on Saturday 
and that she had several people at the ta-

ble.
“Angela Kramer had a table there, and 

we had a lot of positive feedback,” Ma-
tusik said. “I heard it was a great event.”

Request for chickens
Matusik provided a packet about a re-

quest to expand the number of chickens 
from 20 to 25 at a 1.1 acre property on 98 
Tower Road.

“I did look through our zoning bylaws, 
they fall under R-A, which means they 
do require a permit from the Board of 
Health,” Matusik said. “Their chickens are 
used as pets and for eggs, and the location 
of the coop is set back from the property 
all the way at the end.”

Matusik noted that the property own-
ers clean the coop every third day, and 
droppings, feathers, dirt, etc. are added to 
a compost pile.

“I did go out with our Animal Inspec-
tor,” Matusik said. “We didn’t perform an 
actual inspection, but the property looked 
very clean, well-maintained, so I person-
ally don’t have any concerns.”

The board voted unanimously to ap-
prove the request for a permit for up to 25 
chickens.

Body R Establishment fee
The Board received a letter from the 

Town Administrator about fee increases, 
which requested that town departments go 
over fees to see about increasing any of 
them.

“I did have our administrative assistant 
go through all of our fees,” Matusik said. 
“I think ours are pretty much the highest 
in all the surrounding towns comparable 
to us that she looked at.”

Matusik said that she didn’t believe 
we should lower the fee unless you guys 
think otherwise.

The board unanimously passed a mo-
tion to keep the establishment fee at $500.

Shared Services Update
Finally, Matusik reported that the 

search for a Shared Services Coordinator 
continues, as the job was posted as of Jan. 
26.

“We have received a total of two appli-
cants for this position, so if you know of 
anybody interested, that would be great,” 
Matusik said.

Matusik was hopeful about an inter-
view she had scheduled for a “great can-
didate.”

“I’m very optimistic and once that po-
sition is hired, they’ll be in charge, full 
swing, for the grant,” Matusik said.

The Board of Health will hold its next 
meeting at Town Hall on Tuesday, March 
26, at 4:30 p.m.

RONIN
Ronin came to us from Russia in February 2022 
and has been the perfect addition to our family. 
He is Mr. Mischievous always getting into things 
he shouldn’t be in. He loves to eat, and play with 
water in the kitchen sink.

Polish Plate 
Dinner to be 
at Immaculate 
Conception 
Church

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– A Polish Plate Dinner 
(Four Pierogi, one Gol-
ambki, Kielbasa, Kapusta, 
Rye Bread) will be held on 
Saturday, March 9, from 3 
p.m. – 6 p.m. at Immacu-
late Conception hurch Hall 
25 Parker St., Indian Or-
chard. 

Eat In or Take Out. 
$20. per plate. For Tickets 
please call: Maria Kowal-
ski at 413-222-6229, Irena 
Wurszt at 413-427-5846 
and Maryla Bukowski at 
413-427-9464.
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Friends of Ludlow Senior Center eager to get word 
out about scholarship for graduating students

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

WINTER HOURS
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM – 8PM

OPEN SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM -7PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

MARCH IS NATIONAL 
NURTITION MONTH!

Driscoll Blueberries pint size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Fresh Strawberries One Pound Pack   .  . $2.99 

Fresh Lemons  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 for $3
Cantaloupes large size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99ea.

Fresh Asparagus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1.99lb. 

Fresh Green Beans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

Sweet Grape Tomatoes pint size .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2.99
Brussels Sprouts .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1.99lb.

Boar’s Head EverRoast Chicken  .  .  .  . $11.99lb.

Boar’s Head Wisconsin Cheddar  .  .  .  .  . $9.99lb.

Eat Right Specials March 6 – 12

Fresh Cut Bunches  
$3.99$3.99

2024 Garden Seeds!
For Flowers & Vegetables

HEIRLOOM & ORGANIC SEEDS TOO!

Sunny DaffodilsSunny Daffodils

Mini Daffodils
4” Pots  4” Pots  $3.99$3.99

GREENGREEN Carnations Carnations
Bells of Bells of IRELANDIRELAND
GREEN GREEN Shamrock Shamrock 
HydrangeasHydrangeas

Lucky Clover 
Shamrock Plants

Four Leaf Oxalis 
Shamrock Plants

Go Green!
St. Patrick’s Day Favorites

Plant Your Way To Spring!Plant Your Way To Spring!

COW POTSCOW POTS  
“The Pots You Plant”“The Pots You Plant”

Locally Made With Locally Made With 
Composted Cow ManureComposted Cow Manure

SEED STARTING SOIL SALESEED STARTING SOIL SALE
Hoffman 10-quart Seed Starting SoilHoffman 10-quart Seed Starting Soil

SAVE $4   NOW $9.99SAVE $4   NOW $9.99

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Real Estate Transactions
• Refinances
• Equities
• Purchase
• Sales
• Short Sales

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

LUDLOW -- The Senior Center 
hopes to give back to its academ-
ic community this year with three 
awards to graduating high school 
seniors who reside in in the area.

Two of the prizes are valued at 
$2,000 and are awarded to gradu-
ates attending a four-year school, 
while one other prize of $1,000 is 
awarded to a graduate attending a 
two-year school.

Janice Grimaldi, one of the 
original Friends of Ludlow Se-
nior Center Committee members 
who helped define the program 
for future students, hopes to get 
the word out through local media 
about the potential of this educa-
tional award.

“We know that The Register is 
a source for most of the people in 
Ludlow,” Grimaldi said. “We know 

it well, and it is a great place to get 
information about what is going 
on in the area. We are hoping to 
attract lot of attention so we think 
the paper is a great way to get ev-
erybody informed and interested in 
the scholarships.”

When asked about the reason 
why these scholarships were start-
ed, Grimaldi was prepared.

“We would like to help gradu-
ating seniors who live in Ludlow 
with their college and the scholar-
ships are terrific way of doing just 
that. It will be directly available to 
the students once rewarded for the 
tuition, books, fees, or however 
they might want to use it.”

With this being a new scholar-
ship, there are many things to look 
forward to in the future.

Grimaldi hopes to keep these 
helpful gifts going in times of edu-
cational reward.

“We have seen some scholar-
ships not get off the ground be-

cause the word did not get out and 
people weren’t encouraged to ap-
ply. We hope that does not happen 
here. That is why we wanted to 
specifically reach out to The Reg-
ister.”

Grimaldi went on to say that 
applications are currently available 
at all high school counseling offic-
es as well as at the Senior Center.

Candidates must be graduat-
ing seniors who reside in Ludlow. 
They must also be interested in 
pursuing a degree in a senior cit-
izen related discipline, including 
but not limited to health care, so-
cial work, gerontology, adult de-
velopment, health education, coun-
seling and psychology.

“We do hope to do this annual-
ly, and we hope that we get appli-
cants for this” Grimaldi said.

Applications must be sent in 
April 2. The Friends of Ludlow 
Senior Center are located at 228 
State St.

Cabin Fever Dinner & Dance, a 250th 
Celebration Fundraiser Event

LUDLOW -- Join the 250th 
Committee on Saturday, March 9, 
at 6 p.m. at the Gremio Lusitano 
Club for the Cabin Fever Dinner 
and Dance Fundraiser for the 250th 
Semi-Quincentennial Celebration 
Committee’s upcoming events.

Tickets are $50 per person. 
Cheese and crackers will be offered 
during the cocktail hour at 6 p.m., 
and at 7 p.m. there will be a deli-
cious buffet dinner of Filet of Had-
dock, Chicken Francaise, Roast Beef 
with mushroom gravy, Seafood Rice 

with scallops, shrimp, and clams, 
Roasted Potatoes and a Vegetable 
Mix. Dessert and Coffee will also be 
served.

Following dinner will be music 
and a little Ludlow trivia provided by 
the region’s finest, DJ Cumba, who 
will get you up dancing the night 
away.

Do you have any memorabilia of 
the town? Please bring your histori-
cal items to the dinner to share with 
your table to travel back in time and 
reminisce about the good old days.

There will be a 50/50 raffle and a 
basket raffle, as well as a photobooth 
to take a commemorative 250th pho-
to.

The 250th Committee invites you 
join them for this fun-filled evening 
to help support the town’s upcoming 
birthday celebration events. Get your 
friends together and reserve a table 
of eight to 10.

For tickets, please call Kathy 
Ouimette at 413-589-7994.

Dress is casual. We are looking 
forward to seeing you there.

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Register

LUDLOW— Applications are 
being accepted for the 2024 Massa-
chusetts Municipal Wholesale Elec-
tric Company  scholarship.

MMWEC is offering two $1,000 
scholarships to qualifying seniors 
from Ludlow High School who are 
planning to attend either a two- or 
four-year college. Eligible students 
must plan to pursue a degree in en-
gineering, environmental sciences, 
finance, accounting, or a related dis-
cipline.

Scholarship recipients will be 
awarded based on several factors in-
cluding academic achievement, area 

of study, and need. All seniors plan-
ning to pursue one of the specified 
academic areas are encouraged to 
apply, regardless of their class rank-
ing.

To be considered, students must 
submit all required documents in-
cluding a letter of recommendation 
from their school counselor and a 
letter detailing their educational and 
professional goals. Application and 
submission details will be shared 
with students via their school coun-
selors. The deadline to apply is Fri-
day, April 19.

As part of its commitment to the 

community, MMWEC has awarded 
$62,000 in scholarships to help lo-
cal students defray the cost of higher 
education since the inception of the 
scholarship program in 1998.

MMWEC is the joint action 
agency for public power in Massa-
chusetts, providing a variety of pow-
er supply, financial, risk manage-
ment and other services to the state’s 
consumer-owned, municipal utili-
ties. MMWEC is the operator and 
principal owner of the Stony Brook 
Energy Center on Moody Street 
and has been a corporate resident of 
Ludlow for 46 years.

MMWEC offers scholarships to Ludlow seniors
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— The calendar is 
packed with many fitness programs, 
entertainment, education sessions, 
and more. Reserve a lunch in the 
Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by 
calling a day in advance at 413-583-
3564 (call Friday for lunch on Mon-
day). 

For full program and activity de-
scriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for 

items with*

Thursday, March 7
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos 
10:30 a.m. National Cereal Day
1 p.m. Mahjong
2 p.m. Writers Block*
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, March 8
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*
1 p.m. Magic Class
1 p.m. Guidance by Li Grief Sup-

port*

Monday, March 11
9 a.m. Knitting
9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m.  Computer Help
11 a.m. Lunch Bunch Figaro’s*
1 p.m. Scrabble
1:15 p.m. Pitch
1:30 p.m. Watercolor Pencil 

Class*
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, March 12
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Cribbage
10 a.m. Coffee Talk* 
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks   
1 p.m. Western Dance Class
1:30 p.m. Bingo
5 p.m. 250th Parade Planning Ses-

sion

4:30 p.m. Creative Corner Crafts 
w/ Tammy*

4:50 p.m. The Quiet Man (1952)
5:30 p.m. Power Pump Class
5:30 p.m. Volleyball at East Street 

School

Wednesday, March 13
8 a.m. Dental Hygienist*
9 a.m. Ceramics 
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-

ance Class*
12 p.m. Lunch & Learn
1 p.m. Movie: The Quiet Man 

(1952)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*

Thursday, March 14
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10 a.m. Veterans Agent*
10:30 a.m. Friends of Center 

Meeting
10:30 a.m. Sen. Oliveira Office 

Hour
1 p.m. Mahjong
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer 
Boot Camp, Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance, Foot Care, and other programs 
as noted by calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
1. Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 

a.m.
2. Exercise Room: Monday - Fri-

day 8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesday. 

3. Walking Club: Monday – Fri-
day 7 a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from 
the parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, March 7: Loaded 

Baked Potato/Must-Go-Soup
Friday, March 8:  Mac & Cheese/

Stewed Tomatoes
Monday, March 11: Sloppy Joe 

Casserole/Power Salad
Tuesday, March 12: Stuffed Sau-

sage/Sweet Potato Fries
Wednesday, March 13: Lunch & 

Learn! Chef Salad
Thursday, March 14: Corned Beef 

Dinner

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 
calling a day ahead. Call Friday to re-
serve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients 
at 413-583-3564.

D I N I N G  •  L I V E  M U S I C  •  K E N O  •  R E S E RVAT I O N S  R E C O M M E N D E D

2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
413.271.1208

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

ITALIAN CUISINE

FRED
MARION

Friday, March 15
Friday, March 22

LIVIO
GRAVINI

Friday, March 8
Friday, March 29

CHARLIE
BONGIOVI

Saturday, 
March 9

FRANK 
SERAFINO

Saturday, 
March 23

LUTHER
Saturday, March 16
Saturday, March 30

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Providing real estate transactions and services, including:
Leasing and landlord-

tenant matters

Short sales

Title research
and correction

www.legacycounsellors.com

Purchases, refinances,
sales, home equity loans

Real estate nominee trusts

Purchase and leasing
of commercial property

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

LUDLOW – Citizens are growing 
concerned with a variety of issues in the 
Ludlow Public Schools.

Those citizens brought many of their 
concerns to the Ludlow School Commit-
tee at their meeting on Feb. 27.

“I’m a grandparent and a parent and 
a great grandparent,” resident Al Dela-
cia said. “And I’m very concerned about 
what I see in the school systems today. 
Not only in Ludlow but throughout the 
country. Not every school but all too 
many. There’s been several issues that 
have come up, in fact two or three law-
suits on gender issues. So, gender pops 
up as being an issue and a problem. It is 
across the country and it is through the 
Ludlow school system.”

Delacia also expressed his concern 
for the enormous per pupil cost and that 
taxpayers should have more of a say in 
the school system at that rate.

“The cost per student average in 
Massachusetts is estimated at $20,376,” 
Delacia said, “that is a lot of money, so 
taxpayers certainly have an input, should 
have an input in terms of what’s going on 
in their public school system. You might 
ask the question ‘who has the primarily 
responsibility of the educational journey 
of a young student? The Parents? The 
state? The government? The school?’ 
One may say they all have a role in it… 
but the parents should have a primary 
role and are increasingly left out.”

Delacia then attacked the deci-
sion-making of school officials, especial-
ly related to books available in a school 
library.

“Another issue at Ludlow schools and 
across the country is pornography,” said 
Delacia, “I just can’t imagine present-
ing to little children some of the stuff 
that I’ve seen. It’s just disgusting to me 
and it should be to everybody. Commit-
tee member Joao Dias, in a Boston.com 
article, offered a reasonable approach 
to school books in the library where re-
sponsible elected school committee 
members could help decide in terms of 
school books and all that. Somehow, the 
ACLU got involved… and my question 
is who runs Ludlow schools? At a recent 
meeting I witnessed a slide show by Su-

perintendent Frank Tiano about mental 
health. It is shocking that Western Mass 
has a 45% level of problems with men-
tal health. So my question then comes… 
why is this? What are the reasons for it? 
Well, these reasons that I just gave are 
part of the reason, but there is more to it 
then that.” Resident Fred Noack followed 
Delacia, and addressed concerns about 
bullying at the middle school level.

“My issue is that the sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grades are subject to bully-
ing,” Noack said, “Speaking with my 
neighbor her granddaughter has been 
being bullied since entering sixth grade. 
Her seating in-between boys who make 
noises, blame her laugh at her and in-
timidate her. She feels very uncomfort-
able and not like this is a learning envi-
ronment. It took a month to get that seat 
changed. She is physically pushed into 
lockers, afraid to name her assailants for 
the reason of more persecution.”

Ludlow High School alumnus Sean 
Riopel expressed frustration over a 
lack of communication and accused the 
school district of taking away parents’ 
rights.

“I cannot believe the state of our 
school system right now with parental 
notification,” Riopel said, “if a child is 
going through something so extreme that 
they feel the need to commit suicide be-
cause they can’t talk to their parents? The 
Department of Child and Families should 
be notified and they can mediate between 
the parents. You are taking away their 
fundamental right to make the proper de-
cisions for their child. 

“You are assuming control of that, 
you’re saying you know what is best for 
their family and that child… and you’re 
hiding it from them… you are complete-
ly eliminating parents from the choice 
and you’re creating a situation where 
they are lying to their parents and hold-
ing secrets from teachers, and since 2002 
just in the state of Massachusetts, 75 
teachers have been charged with sexual 
assault crimes. Just today, an Easthamp-
ton teacher was charged with five differ-
ent sexual abuse charges.”

Riopel talked about his own personal 
trauma and said the schools are setting a 
bad precedent with its current approach.

“Everybody doesn’t think its not go-
ing happen in their town until it does,” 
Riopel said, “as somebody who was sex-

ually abused by his own 
grandfather, I can tell you 
it can happen anywhere 
at any time. And the first 
thing he did was teach me 
to lie to my parents and tell 
them it wasn’t happening. 
You guys are setting dan-
gerous precedence because 
it is not a matter of if it is 
going to happen, it will 

Impassioned public voices
concerns to school committee

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
Please see SCHOOL 

COMMITTEE, Page 11



The Register   ❙  March 6, 2024   ❙   Page 5 ◗

Pathways For Parents
Sponsored in partnership with
Coordinated Family and Community Engagement

KINDERGA
RTENKINDERGA
RTEN

NIGHTNIGHT
READINESSREADINESS

Welcome Students & Caregivers to
East Street School!

20242024

Wednesday, March 13th • 508 East Street
5-6pm: Last names A-M
6-7pm: Last names N-Z

*Families looking to experience their 1st school bus ride together, please
park @ Ludlow High School and ride to East St School

To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit hubbardlibrary.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weath-
er-related announcements for outdoor 
events will be made on the library’s 
Facebook page the morning of the pro-
gram.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, 
TH, 9-8, S 9-1. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

FOR ALL AGES

The Solar Eclipse Experience, 
Thursday, March 7, 6:30 p.m.

Get ready for this year’s total 
eclipse on April 8! Total eclipses of the 
sun are among nature’s most breath-
taking events. Richard Sanderson will 
explain why solar eclipses occur, how 
they differ from lunar eclipses, and 
describe the profound and unexpect-
ed emotional impact they often have 
on witnesses. He will also look back 
at several past eclipses, including the 
“Great American Eclipse” of 2017. 
Sanderson will also discuss viewing 
April’s eclipse. All ages are welcome. 
Please sign up on our website or by 
calling the circulation desk at 413-583-
3408. 

Calling artists and more! The 
Hubbard Memorial Library in Ludlow 
is seeking local artists, craftspeople 
and collectors who would like to dis-
play their wares in the library’s display 
case.  Exhibits remain in place for one 
month.  The display case measures 70 
inches long by 42 inches high by 11 
inches deep, and has shelves which can 
be adjusted or removed to fit different 
sized items. 

For more information, or to arrange 
a showing, please contact the library at 
583-3408 Ext. 114 during normal li-
brary hours. 

Free Tech Help Call us at 413-
583-3408x114 to book an hour long 
appointment.  We can help you with 
your laptop, smartphone, or tablet. By 
appointment only, please no drop-ins.

Free Streaming Services Avail-
able! Use your Hubbard Memori-
al Library library card to access our 
streaming services, Hoopla & Kano-
py. They’re compatible with Android, 
Apple, Roku, AppleTV, Chromecast, 
and more. If you are a Ludlow res-
ident with a Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary library card and the Libby app, 
you’ve already got access to Kanopy in 
the app! Hoopla provides movies, TV 
shows, music, eAudiobooks & eBooks, 
while Kanopy focuses on films, TV 
shows, and documentaries. Both have a 
version for kids. Why pay for a stream-
ing service when you can get two for 
free with your library card?

FOR ADULTS

Mass Center for the Book 
Monthly Reading Challenge

Each month, you’ll be challenged 
to read a book based on a chosen 
theme. January’s challenge is a book 
you read years ago that you may feel 
differently about now.  Those who 
participate will be entered to win a 
free book! For more information and 
to sign up, please visit massbook.org/
readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, ev-
ery Thursday starting January 18 
until March 28, 1:30 p.m.

Have some fun this winter by join-
ing us for chair volleyball! No running 
or jumping required. There will be no 
chair volleyball on February 22. Please 
sign up on our website or by calling 
the circulation desk at 413-583-3408. 
Walk-ins are welcome.

Happy Hour Book Club Meet-
ing, last Thursday of the month, 6:30 
p.m. This month’s book club pick is 
“The Nightingale” by Kristin Hannah. 
You can pick up a copy of the book at 
the circulation desk. 

 Who picked this book? Book 
Club Meeting, first Thursday of the 
month (3/7), 3:30 p.m. This month’s 
book club pick is “The Wager” by Da-
vid Grann. You can pick up a copy of 
the book at the circulation desk. 

FOR TEENS

Nintendo Switch Night, every 
other Tuesday (3/19, 4/2, 4/16, 4/30) 
6:00-7:45 p.m. Play Mario Kart, 
Smash Bros, or other Nintendo Switch 
games. For 6th-12th graders, space is 
limited to 16 people, please register.

Anime Club, Tuesdays 4-5:30 
p.m. Meet each week to watch & talk 
about anime, eat snacks, & try out your 
cosplay. The group decides what to 
watch each week. Please register.

Youth Crochet Club, Every oth-
er Tuesday (3/12 & 3/26), 5:00-6:00 
p.m. For ages 10 & up. For beginners 
up to experienced crocheters, supplies 
provided or bring your own. Please 
register.

The ‘Fellowship of the Pag-
es’ Book Discussion Group, Every 
Thursday, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Meet each 
week to discuss graphic novels & oth-
er books, eat snacks, play games, and 
make friends. This month the group is 
reading “Five nights at Freddy’s the 
Graphic Novel: The Silver Eyes” by 
Scott Cawthon, copies are available in 
the Youth Room. Please register.

 Dungeons & Dragons High 
School Adventure Ensemble, Fri-
days 2:30-4:30 p.m. This group is for 

experienced high school players and 
currently has room for 1 more player. 
Please register.

“Read Between the Lines” High 
School Book Group, March 8 (re-
scheduled), 3:00-4:00 p.m. Book 
chat and snacks for ages 14 & up. This 
month’s book is “The House on Man-
go Street” by Sandra Cisneros; copies 
of the book are available in the Youth 
Room. Registration preferred.

FOR CHILDREN & TEENS

Egg Coloring Contest, through 
March 18th. The annual egg hunt is 
getting an update & young artists are 
needed! Pick up a coloring page from 
the library or download from the web-
site, design & color it, & return it to 
the library by 3/18. The best & most 
unique eggs will be laminated & fea-
tured in the Eggstravaganza (formally 
the annual Egg Hunt) on 3/30 from 10 
a.m.-12 p.m.

Pokemon Club, Mondays 3:30-
5:00 p.m.  For 8 & up. Trading, duel-
ing, & gaming on handhelds, phones, 
or Nintendo Switch. Please have your 
name on everything you bring to the 
club. Please register.

Massachusetts Children’s Book 
Award Book Group for 4th-6th 
Grade, Thursday,  March 14, 6:00-
6:45pm. 4th-6th graders across the 
state are the ones to decide who wins 
this award after reading at least 5 of 
the nominated books. Meet with Youth 
Services Librarian July each month for 
45 fun minutes to discuss, decide, play 
games, and share snacks. Everyone 
who has read at least 5 of the books 
by April 11th will cast their vote, cel-
ebrate with an ice cream party, and be 
featured in an article in the Register! 
Please register.

St. Patrick’s Day Rainbow 
Snacks, Friday, March 8, 1:30 p.m.-
3:00 p.m. Make a sweet treat out of 
graham crackers, blue frosting, marsh-
mallows, and a strip of rainbow Air-
heads. Easy, pretty, and a tasty way to 
get in the spirit for St. Patrick’s Day. 
While supplies last. Drop in. 

Roblox Club, Fridays 3:30-4:45 
p.m. Meet new friends or play with old 
ones while playing Roblox. For ages 
8+.

“Elemental” movie & craft, Sat-
urday March 9, 10:00 a.m. Watch the 
latest[nbsp] movie from the folks who 
made the smash hit “Inside Out,” then 
make a headband of your favorite ele-
ment after the show, and take home a 
free activity packet.

Minecraft Club, Saturdays, 11:00 
a.m.-12:45 p.m. Minecraft players of 
all skill levels can bring their own de-

vices, or may use one of the library’s 
eight computers to build, play & cre-
ate. For upper elementary & up. Drop-
in.

Eggstravaganza ‘24, Saturday, 
March 30, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Bring your basket & drop in anytime 
between 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. to 
search the library grounds for artwork 
created by the winners of the egg col-
oring contest - find everything on your 
game board to win candy-filled eggs 
for your basket! Please register. 

FOR CHILDREN

Daily Drop-In Crafts, All ages. 
DIY crafts available in the Youth 
Room Daily.  New craft each week.

Sing With Me, Tuesdays 10:30-
11:00 a.m. For ages 0-5. Join Youth 
Services Librarian July for 30 minutes 
of favorite children’s songs & move-
ment. Drop-in.

Lego Build Challenge, Wednes-
days 12:00-5:00 p.m. Pull a Lego 
Build Challenge Card and try to build 
it with the library’s Legos, or free build 
just for fun. All creations will be put 
on display in the Youth Room for the 
week. Drop-in.

Sounds of Reading w/ Renee 
Coro, Wednesdays in March, 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. For ages 2-5. Run 
by board-certified music therapist Re-
nee Coro of Harmonious Happenings. 
Song, sounds, rhythms, rhyme, stories, 
instruments, & more. Please register. 

Grow, Play and Learn, Thurs-
days, 9:45-10:30 a.m. for babies and 
toddlers; Thursdays 10:45- 11:30 a.m. 
for 2-5 year olds. Stories, songs and 
skill building, led by Kelly Castor, 
Early Childhood Developmental spe-
cialist, who will guide caregivers in 
strengthening interactions with their 
children. Sponsored by Pathways for 
Parents. Please register. 

Grandparents Storytime, Thurs-
day March 7 & 14, 11:45 a.m. -12:45 
p.m. Ages 0-6 In this two-week group, 
grandparents (or grandfriends) and lit-
tle ones will enjoy stories and songs 
and engage in play activities that fos-
ter intellectual and social-emotional 
development, motor skills, language 
learning, and overall literacy. Spon-
sored by Pathways for Parents. Please 
register. 

Me, You, & We: Social Emotion-
al Playgroup,  Fridays from March 
1-April 12, 9:30-10:30 a.m. (no pro-
gram on 3/29). This playgroup will 
support 3-5 year olds and their care-
givers in developing and practicing 
social-emotional skills. Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents. Please register. 

What’s Happening at Hubbard Memorial Library?

135 East Street, Ludlow • 413-610-1001 • Open Tues.-Sun. 7am-9pm

NOW OPEN IN LUDLOW!
A Brazilian Restaurant & Bakery 

with Brazilian Specialties, 
Sandwiches & Desserts 

& Monstrously Good Flavors!

10%10%  
OFFOFF  
DessertDessert
With This Coupon
(Expires 3/29/24)

Come In 
With Family 
or Friends 
and Try 

One of Our 

MONSTER 
SANDWICHES 
for 4 People!
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OPINION

To the Editor,

The school system in Ludlow is VERY 
important to the Town and needs good lead-
ership.

There has been a great deal of turmoil 
over the Ludlow, Massachusetts Public 
Schools over the last few years.

Yet there appears to be an atmosphere of 
fear surrounding many of the parents of the 
Ludlow Schools. Many feel that their single 
voice gets them nowhere with the School 
Committee, or other personal interfaces at 
the school. On the contrary, they feel that in 
complaining their child may be negatively 
affected, or jeopardized!

In regard the March 25th School Com-
mittee Election Isabel “Bella” Soares is run-
ning for the Committee membership. She is 
a life long resident of Ludlow for 42 years 
with a Portuguese / American background, 
as many in Ludlow are. She is a parishio-
ner at Christ the King Church in Ludlow. 
She was a graduate of Ludlow High and 
Holyoke Community College; a soccer star 
at both! She was a Pre-School Teacher at 
Orchard Children’s Corner in Springfield; 
and received her lead teaching certificate in 
2002.

If you were to describe her “platform” 
for running for the School Committee, it is 
to strongly fight for parents rights; for edu-
cation, not indoctrination; and to focus on 
academics, away from social engineering.

It sounds like “Bella” Soares may be just 
what the Ludlow Schools need at this time!

Al DiLascia
Chicopee, MA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email mharrison@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR The

REGISTER

GUEST COLUMN

Blueberry pruning 101
My blueberry bushes came to me as full 

grown plants uprooted from an acquain-
tance’s yard.  

He needed the space for something else, 
so I happily agreed to take the eight bush-
es off of his hands. They struggled a lot the 
first few years of being in their new home, I 
think because the move was a stressful one.  

Over the last couple of seasons we’ve 
seen more fruit production, thankfully, but 
I know there should be more. I think I may 
need to improve my pruning practices. 

We are nearing the end of the dormant 
season, but if I get right to it, the job can 
still be accomplished this year.  

There are many good reasons to prune 
in the dormant season.  Because there are 
no leaves on the bushes, you can really take 
a good look at what you have to work with. 
You can notice off-colors, bent branches 
and the like when there is no leaf cover.  

Late February into early March is per-
fect timing because theoretically the coldest 
part of the winter has passed. Sometimes 
pruning reduces cold hardiness, but like I 
mentioned, we should be OK since we are 
nearing winter’s end. 

Some rules transfer from pruning one 
type of plant to another; in other words, 
you’d make these same type of consider-
ations for pruning roses or other woody 
plants. Let’s call these the obvious cuts.  

First concentrate on dead wood. Prune 
away any entirely dead branches all the 
way to the ground.  

If parts of branches are dead, make a cut 
to the next living part of the branch. If you 
see anything that looks diseased or a little 
“off,” cut that section or branch away too. 

Sometimes branches get damaged from 
animals or ice storms. Likewise, cut dam-
aged branches back to a section that shows 
no signs of damage.

Now it gets a little more tricky, but it 
still should be straightforward and it ap-
plies to mature blueberry plants, not new 
plantings or super old neglected bushes. 

Look at the base of your plant.  Is it 
wider than 18 inches in any direction from 
the center?  If so, cut away these stems at 
ground level or try to dig them up, roots 
and all in the coming weeks, then move 
them to a new spot, preferably a nursery 
bed where they can grow up a bit. I’m into 
a whole new topic, so let’s get back to the 
task at hand.  

Once the plant has been cut back to 
within its limits, look for growth coming 
from the base that is on an angle or cross-
ing over other branches. Cut that away too, 
so that we encourage upright growth in-
stead.  

Okay, with that behind us, let’s dive into 
more difficult territory. Here is when you 
begin to rejuvenate the plant (listen careful-
ly, self).  

Old canes will be gray in appearance 
and thick. You probably don’t want to cut 
away every one, but perhaps removing one-
third of these stems would be a good plan.  

Cut them back to ground level. Your 
next cuts will be what I can “fine tuning,” 
or making cuts that thin out older twiggy 
growth in the upper part of the plant by 
cutting back stems to a younger, upright 
branch.  

Go by color here. Younger growth is 
reddish in appearance. Hand pruners are 
your desired tool of choice, while bypass 
loppers or a hand saw is essential for the 
bigger cuts I mentioned first.

You’ll be surprised by how great your 
blueberry bushes will look and just how 
productive they will be with this type of 
maintenance pruning accomplished annual-
ly.  I think there is just enough daylight for 
me to get to my own pruning.  

I can almost taste the blueberry pie 
come July. Yum.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years 
she has held the position of staff horticul-
turist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  
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To the Editor

As a parent and educator in this town I am 
voting for Sarah Bowler for School Commit-
tee. Sarah has dedicated her career to helping 
children remain safe emotionally and physi-
cally. While serving on the School Commit-
tee, she has ensured the safety of all students. 
When I think of Sarah words such as dedi-
cated, supportive,accepting and professional 
come to mind.

Sarah does not believe teachers are 
grooming and indoctrinating children. Sarah 
honestly cares about ALL members of our 
Ludlow community. Sarah is not trying to 
push her own personal agenda into our public 
schools.

Please vote for the candidate who will 
be accepting of all Students. Who believes 
our teachers are here to support, educate and 
care for all students. If you have never voted 
before in a town election, please get out this 
year. Please vote for Sarah Bowler. Let’s send 
a message that unfounded fears and hate are 
not welcome in Ludlow.

Carol O’Shea
Ludlow resident

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS
As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 

weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Register, please email register@ turley.com.
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of the town, and looked to the 
future of the town’s residents.

“You have received, in some 
way, shape or form, the benefit 
of those who came before us in 
this town,” Saunders said. “You 
can see it in the schools, you 
can see it in our access to rec-
reation, you can see it in our 
social clubs, our churches, our 
places of worship.

“The question I’m going to 
ask myself tonight,” Saunders 
said, “And I would invite you 
to do the same, is what is our 
responsibility to those who will 
be coming in 50, 100, 150, 250 
years from now. What will they 
say that we did to ensure that 
the generations that come after 
us have the same opportunities 
that we had?”

Oliveira shared a silver 
medal that he had found in a 
box of items from his grand-
mother, which was given out 
during the town’s 200th cele-
bration.

“My family came here a 
little over 110 years ago and 
settled right here in the town 
of Ludlow to work partly in 
the mills and in various differ-
ent factories,” Oliveira said. 
“I think it’s also important to 
point out that over 250 years, 
things change a lot. We’ve be-
come more inclusive, become 
more accepting of different 
groups that come in.

“Replacing names like Mill-
er and Hutchinson are names 
that are of the diverse cultures 
and patchwork that make up 
the various different cultures 
that make up the town of Lud-
low,” Oliveira said. “250 years 
ago, or even 100 years ago, a 
person with the last name Ol-
iveira could not get elected – 
not only to a Select Board here 
in the town of Ludlow, they 
couldn’t get elected to the leg-
islature. In fact, even now, as 
someone who’s not a property 
owner, I could never be a mem-
ber of the Senate until about 50 
years ago.

“We change over time. We 
evolve. We change with soci-
ety, and that’s what Ludlow has 
done each and every step of the 
way over our 250-year history,” 
Oliveira said.

Bylicki read part of the 
town’s original incorporation 
document, joking that he would 
not read all eight sections.

“Mr. Bylicki, if we were in 

class, State Rep. Saunders and 
myself, you would be reading 
all the sections of that procla-
mation,” Oliveira joked back.

Bylicki speculated as to the 
origin of the town’s name, say-
ing that contemporary residents 
reportedly wanted to name the 
town Stony Hill, but Bylicki 
has not found a definitive an-
swer as to why the name was 
changed to Ludlow.

“Why did Governor 
Hutchinson choose ‘Ludlow’? 
We’ll never know,” Bylicki 
said. “Was it for Ludlow, En-
gland? Was it for Sir Edmund 
Ludlow, a prominent English 
Republican from the 17th cen-
tury, or Roger Ludlow, a 17th 
century English lawyer, magis-
trate, and military officer?

“We will never know, be-
cause right after this, Governor 
Hutchinson was driven out of 
Massachusetts by revolutionary 
soldiers,” Bylicki said. “He was 
the last civilian royal governor 
of Massachusetts, replaced by 
General Thomas Gage.”

Bylicki said that when this 
happened, Hutchinson’s house 
was ransacked and his papers 
and diaries burned in the streets 
of Cambridge.

The speakers thanked 250th 
Committee Co-Chairs Linda 
Collette and Kathleen Oui-
mette for their work towards 
the events, and the event was 
closed with a song by the Lud-
low High School Chorus.

INCORPORATION DAY 
from Page 1

Photos by Marcelo Gusmão

Principal Lisa Nemeth led the ceremony 
in the high school auditorium.

Former history teacher Brian Bylicki 
spoke about the town’s incorporation in 
1774.

Senator Jake Oliveira, dressed in a 
Hamilton costume, spoke about the ways 
the town has adapted to change since its 
inception.

State Representative Aaron Saunders 
looked to the future as he talked about 
his pride in the town.

250th Committee Co-Chair Linda Collette was brought onstage to be recognized by the Senator and State Representative.

The high school choir sang at the beginning and end of the ceremony.

Submitted photo by David Sady

Senator Jake Oliveira wore a Hamilton 
costume from Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy’s Broadway night.

State Representative Aaron Saunders and Senator Jake 
Oliveira, both Ludlow High graduates, celebrated the town’s 
250th birthday.

Town celebrates 250th birthday with 
Incorporation Day ceremony
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that you’ve put in getting this to-
gether,” Warren said. “You have 
dedicated your time, your sweat, 
and your skills to our party, and I 
am deeply grateful for that.”

The event provided an opportu-
nity for community members and 
leaders to share the mission of the 
committee, which is to promote in-
clusion and acceptance in the town.

“That message is that all people 
are created equal, and that we con-
tinue to support the inclusion of ev-
eryone,” Alves said. “That doesn’t 
exclude Christians; I’m a Christian, 
I even said when I gave a speech as 
an introduction. All of the commu-
nity needs to feel welcome, seen, 
understood, and heard.”

The school system was a main 
topic of conversation at the break-
fast, as candidates spoke about the 
issues facing the town’s schools in 
recent years.

“I spoke about making Ludlow 
a more welcoming and supporting 
community, and that my priority 
will be to focus on education fund-
ing,” Montagna said. “The school 
budget, particularly, will be my 
primary focus, from investing in 
schools to driving young families 
to town and becoming a communi-
ty that can support and sustain small 
businesses by bringing people to 

live here.”
Alves said that though the town 

has done a great job supporting the 
Senior Center, Veterans Services, 
and the police and fire departments 
at the Safety Complex, that it’s time 
to start investing in the schools.

“Right now we’re certainly 
facing some really regressive at-
tempts at changing policy in Lud-
low around the outing of children to 
their parents,” Alves said. “They say 
it’s about parental rights, but parents 
have the right to choose what their 
kids read out of the library already. 
The fact of the matter is, the De-
partment of Early and Secondary 
Education and Title IX supercede 
whatever an independent school 
committee can do. There’s lot of 
hyperbole, and drama, and culture 
wars going on, and it’s unproduc-
tive when we have a school budget 
we need to be concerned about, 
and mental health issues for kids in 
school.”

Warren also spoke about the or-
ganizing done by the town’s com-
munity against bigotry, giving a 
particular shout out to the Color 
Ludlow with Love event organized 
by Kelly DeGobbi and others last 
fall.

“I appreciate that you have been 
in a tough fight against the forces 
of hate,” Warren said. “You’ve been 
sticking up for the LGBTQIA+ 
children, for the freedom to read, 

for the freedom to feel seen and un-
derstood and embraced at school. 
As leaders in your community, you 
found creative ways to push back 
against bigotry, like your Color 
Ludlow with Love event; wow. I 
know that you are in this fight all 
the way, for all of our kids. We’re 
all here because we believe deep, 
deep down in an America that 
works for everyone.”

DEMOCRATS BREAKFAST
from Page 1

Pictured at Sunday’s breakfast, (from left) Mike Kelliher, Steve Kerrigan, State 
Representative Aaron Saunders, Mia Alves, and Kelly DeGobbi.

Submitted Photos

Steve Kerrigan spoke with students from the high school.

Chair of the Massachusetts Democratic Party, Steve 
Kerrigan (left), and State Representative Aaron Saunders 
of the 7th Hampden District, were both speakers at the 
event.

Senator Jake Oliveira made a 
speech to people seated with their 
breakfast from Villa Rose.

Kelly Lamas spoke about her campaign for the Board of 
Health.

A full dining room at Villa Rose listened to a speech from the Chair of the Massachusetts Democratic Party, Steve 
Kerrigan.

Martin Fanning ate with his family while Senator 
Elizabeth Warren’s video played in the background.

Candidates speak at Democrats Breakfast

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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Lions suffer OT defeat in WMass finals

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD - The 
Ludlow ice hockey team has 
won the Western Mass. champi-
onship title a total of five times 
during the past 57 years. The 
Lions have never won back-to-
back Western Mass. titles.

After defeating Belchertown 
in the 2023 Western Mass Class 
B finals, the members of this 
year’s squad had a golden oppor-
tunity to accomplish that feat.    

Top-seeded Ludlow held 
a 2-0 lead in the middle of 
the second period against the 
third-seeded Taconic Thunder 

Lawsuit changes brackets 
in basketball tournament

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

FRANKLIN – Over the 
years, there have been issues 
with ineligible player use or oth-
er rule-breaking that has led to 
high school teams being left out 
of sectional or state tournaments.

This year, however, a school 
took action and it ended up halt-
ing the state tournament and 
changed opponents for several 
teams involved.

Oliver Ames High School, 
which competes in Division 2 in 
many sports, appealed it being 
left out of the State Division 2 
Boys Basketball tournament due 
to a paperwork.

According to a representa-
tive from the MIAA, schools 
are required to submit certain 
paperwork for entrance into the 
tournament, and Oliver Ames 
failed to meet the requirement. 
They were thusly removed from 
the tournament and did not have 
a spot when seeds were released 
on Saturday, Feb. 24.

Some preliminary games in 

the tournament, of which Oliver 
Ames would have been a part 
of due to their projected lower 
seed, were scheduled to start on 
Monday, Feb. 26, but the tourna-
ment had to be halted due to an 
injunction being filed by Oliver 
Ames in a court. The injunction 
went through and the MIAA was 
ordered by a judge to include the 
ousted school in this year’s tour-
nament.

“One team from Eastern 
Mass. was headed for Amherst 
and had to be turned around be-
cause of this,” Eric Castonguay, 
athletic director at South Hadley 
High School said. “It stopped the 
whole thing.”

While it only affected a 
handful of teams in Western 
Mass. Division 2, Amherst and 
Agawam were among the teams 
that were locally affected.

Karen Gomez, athletic direc-
tor at Agawam High School, had 
to wait until a new opponent was 
announced in order to schedule 
her game.

Pioneers  release 2024 schedule
LUDLOW – Earlier this 

week, the Western Mass. Pio-
neers have released their 2024 
schedule. It includes potential 
participation in the U.S. Open 
Cup, which begins on March 
19. 

The Pioneers have won an 

Open Cup match in the past. 
Later, the Pioneers have their 
“friendly” exhibition game 
scheduled for May 10. They 
will face 3rd Eye FC prior to 
the start of their USL-2 League 
schedule. 

Their opener for the regu-

lar season is against the Boston 
Bolts on the road May 14. Their 
home opener is scheduled for 
May 18 against Pathfinder FC 
of New York.

 The schedule continues 
through July 13 and includes a 
total of 14 games.

Thunderbirds suffer loss to Isles
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds (25-
24-3-2) could not overcome a 
3-0 hole in the opening period 
as the Bridgeport Islanders (18-
29-6-1) skated off as 4-1 winners 
at  the MassMutual Center on 
Sunday before a seventh straight 
sellout crowd of 6,793.

Not even a minute into the 
festivities, both Sam Bitten & 
Will Bitten got the Thunder-
dome engaged in the game with 
a pair of fighting majors in bouts 
against Seth Helgeson and Eetu 
Liukas respectively. However, 
the Islanders held a sizable edge 
in offensive zone time, and that 
translated into an early lead for 
the visitors.

At the 9:10 mark, Ruslan 
Iskhakov artfully slipped the 

puck to Matt Maggio in the left-
wing circle, where the rookie 
swiftly moved the puck from 
backhand to forehand and un-
corked a perfect wrist shot under 
the crossbar past Colten Ellis to 
make it 1-0 for Bridgeport.

The penalty parade continued 
as two separate Springfield play-
ers were whistled for penalties 
just 45 seconds apart, opening 
the door for Bridgeport’s power 
play. On the ensuing two-man 
advantage, Ellis made a save 
on an initial try by William Du-
four, but Carsen Twarynski was 
positioned perfectly to slide the 
rebound home to make it a 2-0 
score at 11:18.

In the final minute of the 
period, Brian Pinho further bol-
stered the Islander lead when he 

sidestepped a hit attempt before 
beating Ellis between the legs 
with a snapper at 19:23. 

After being outshot 18-5 in 
the first, the T-Birds responded 
with some pushback in the sec-
ond, but rookie Bridgeport goal-
ie Henrik Tikkanen was steady 
in the crease. Mikhail Abramov 
finally dented the young goalten-
der at 12:11 when he deposited a 
loose puck in the blue paint after 
a Jakub Vrana slapper squeaked 
through Tikkanen’s equipment. 
Abramov’s second goal in as 
many days cut the margin to 3-1.

The T-Birds’ best chance 
to get closer came in the mid-
dle portions of the third period, 
when back-to-back Bridgeport 

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brice Pereira tries to clear the puck.
Sean Kefalas attempts to reach out and get the puck.

Please see T-BIRDS, Page 10Please see LAWSUIT, Page 10

Ryan Kurtz takes a faceoff.A melee ensues in front of the net with goalie Peter LeBorgne pouncing on the puck.
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Baldwin gets modified win as 
he prepares for New England return

FLORENCE, S.C. – Tommy 
Baldwin Racing drivers Jack Bald-
win and Luke Baldwin both had 
success Saturday night at Florence 
Motor Speedway. 

Jacked sealed the night by cap-
turing the victory in the opener of 
the Carolina Crate Modified Se-
ries, driving the No. 7NY in a final 
lap dash battle to the finish. Luke 
made his Tour-Type Modified de-
but in the SMART Modified Tour 
Peanut Patch 99 with Sadler-Stan-
ley Racing and scored a top-five 
finish.

Jack qualified on the pole ear-
lier in the day, inverting to fourth 
and running inside the top-five for 
the whole 62-lap Crate Modified 
race, before making the move for 
the win in the final corner. 

Luke posted the fastest lap time 
in his first official Tour Modified 
practice in the PSR No. 7VA for 
the Sadler-Stanley Racing group. 
The team, owned by former NA-
SCAR driver Hermie Sadler and 
Attorney and Virginia State Sena-
tor Bill Stanley, is Luke’s official 

home for the full SMART Modi-
fied Tour season in 2024. He also 
qualified the car in third spot in 
time trials and started second after 
the redraw.

“Excited to win another Crate 
Modified race, especially being 
able to get to Victory Lane at Flor-
ence,” Jack Baldwin said. “Slate 
(Myers) had a fast car tonight. I 
hate that it came down to him spin-
ning, but I was as low as I could 
possibly go without hitting the in-
side wall. Florence is a fun track. 
We were able to ride a bit early 
then close a large gap over the fi-
nal 30 laps to be in position to win. 
I can’t thank everyone on the TBR 
team and PSR enough.”

Both Baldwin brothers attend-
ed Florence events with the help of 
their respective team members and 
PSR Chassis members, with Tom-
my Baldwin Jr. at Las Vegas Motor 
Speedway with Rick Ware Racing.

“Super proud of everybody in-
volved with this team for what we 
accomplished at Florence,” Luke 
Baldwin said. “We showed race 

winning speed all the way through 
the day, and if a few things went 
my way, we may have had a shot 
at winning it. We had a solid sec-
ond-place run going until a late 
race restart where I made some 
mistakes and fell to fifth. Noth-
ing to hang our heads about. 
Huge thanks to all the guys at 
Sadler-Stanley Racing, Bill Stan-
ley, Hermie Sadler and PSR Prod-
ucts. The car was a rocket ship 
and they made my job easy. Also, 
thanks to Pace-O-Matic, The Stan-
ley Law Group, and Mohawk 
Northeast for making it happen. 
Congrats to Carson Loftin on his 
first career win.”

Next up for the Tommy Bald-
win Racing team will be for 
Luke driving the No. 7VA for 
Sadler-Stanley Racing in the sec-
ond SMART Modified Tour race of 
the season next Sunday, March 10 
at Caraway Speedway. Jack Bald-
win is currently slated to return to 
the seat during the summer in the 
SK Modifieds at Stafford Motor 
Speedway. 
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before everything came crashing down on top of them. 
The Thunder scored a goal at the end of the second peri-
od before tying the game in the third period. The Thun-
der celebrated a 3-2 overtime victory in the Class B fi-
nals held at the Olympia Ice Center in West Springfield 
on Feb. 24. 

The seven Ludlow seniors, who were hoping to win 
back-to-back Western Mass titles are Trevor Goff, Ryan 
Kurtz, Brice Pereira, Cody Sanderson, Luke Martin, 
Thomas Deroin, and Benji Steele.

“I’ve been coaching most of the seniors since they 
were six or seven years old. I really feel bad for them and 
we’re really going to miss them next year,” said Ludlow 
head coach Paul Rivest. “It would’ve been nice to have 
won back-to-back Western Mass. finals, but it just wasn’t 
meant to be.”   

It was the third overtime game played between the 
Fay Division rivals this winter.

When the two teams met in the season opener at 
Olympia on December 7, Ludlow junior Ryan Goodwin 
scored the Lions only goal in a 1-1 draw. A month later, 
freshman Evan Dias and junior Nick Staeb, who didn’t 
play in the Class B finals due to an injury, were the Lud-
low goal scorers in a 2-2 road tie against the Thunder.    

Ludlow (9-10-2) advanced into this year’s Class 
B championship game following an 8-3 semifinal 
win against fourth-seeded Southwick. The Lions also 
clinched a berth in the Division 3 state tournament with 
that victory. 

The 36th-seeded Lions were scheduled to face 
29th-seeded Norton High School in a preliminary round 
game on Monday night. The winner of that match will 
face fourth-seeded Lynnfield on Wednesday night.  

“Playing in the Western Mass finals is a very big deal 
for these kids,” Rivest said. “They’re upset right now be-
cause we lost, but I just told them they need to be ready 
to play another game on Monday night. We played well 
in today’s game.”   

Sophomore Tannar Severyn gave the Lions a 1-0 lead 
in last Saturday’s match with a goal at 13:12 of the open-
ing period. The scoring play began with sophomore Nick 
Deroin delivering a pass from the left circle across the 
front of the goal to Severyn, who then fired a shot into the 
net past Taconic senior goalie Cam Laferriere (16 saves).   

In the middle of the second period, Deroin scored an 
unassisted breakaway goal giving his team a 2-0 lead. 

Three minutes later, Thomas Deroin received a five 
minute major penalty for boarding. He was also given a 
ten-minute misconduct penalty.

“Thomas was playing very well before the penalty in 
the second period,” Rivest said. “He was in the box for 
one period. We can’t afford not having him on the ice for 
that long. It was extremely frustrating.”   

It wound up being the turning point of the game. 
Taconic, who’s competing in the Division 4 state 

tournament, cut the deficit in half following an unassist-
ed power-play goal from senior Roshan Warrior with a 
minute remaining in the second period.

Just after another Ludlow penalty came to an end 
three minutes into the third period, Taconic senior Rylan 
Padelford fired a shot into the net past Ludlow freshman 
goalie Peter LeBorgne (15 saves). 

The Lions had four power plays during the first three 
periods, but they couldn’t capitalize on them. 

Less than a minute into the sudden-victory first over-
time period, which is eight minutes long during the post-
season, a shot attempt by Kurtz was saved by Laferriere.

“Ryan went around three players at the start of over-
time and his shot looked like it was going into the net, 
but their goaltender got his pad on it,” Rivest said. “He 
was the difference in the game.”

Taconic senior Brayden Bishop scored the game win-
ning goal with 4:16 left in overtime.

The Lions players had a day off before playing their 
first game in the Division 3 state tournament. 

She was originally scheduled to play Tuesday, Feb. 
27 and host Bay Path Vocational Technical. That oppo-
nent changed when Oliver Ames was inserted into the 
tournament. Masaconomet ended up visiting Agawam, 
and luckily, at short notice, agreed to come to Agawam 
and played at the same time the Bay Path-Agawam 
game was scheduled for.

Amherst was forced to postpone its game from Mon-
day. One team unaffected was Chicopee Comprehen-
sive, which did not see an opponent change and traveled 
to Scitutate in the Round of 32.

penalties handed Springfield a 5-on-3 advantage. How-
ever, Tikkanen and the gutsy Isles’ PK unit stood up to 
the challenge, and a Springfield penalty would then nul-
lify the advantage. 

Karson Kuhlman put the game away at 16:48 with 
an empty-net goal to seal the visitors’ seventh win in 11 
tries this season against the T-Birds. 

The T-Birds and Islanders complete their season se-
ries on Friday night for one final installment between 
the rivals inside the MassMutual Center. Puck drop is 
set for 7:05 p.m. at the Thunderdome.

T-BIRDS from Page 1
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Candlepin League News
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer 
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night 
Commercial Elks League

PALMER – The third and fi-
nal round of the candlepin league 
season rolls on for the Tuesday 
Night Commercial Elks League.

As of Feb. 20, The Champs 
R Here, Acres, Compression and 
the Blue B’s started off the third 
round at 3-1. Life is Good, Team 
BK and Last in Line started off 
the round at 1-3. Compression 
was the winning team of round 
one and Life is Good was the 
winning team of round two. 

The Champs R Here bowled 
against Last in Line on the league 
night of Feb. 27. In game one, 
Last in Line won the first game 
by a score of 364-360. In game 
two, The Champs got a win of 
their own by a score of 377-369. 
Taylor Colkos led the Champs R 
Here in game two by scoring 107. 

In game three, Last in Line 
won the last game by a score of 
394-368. Last in Line won total 
pinfall by a final score of 1127-
1105. 

The winners of round two, 
Life is Good, bowled against 

the Blue B’s. In game one, Life 
is Good defeated Blue B’s by a 
score of 344-318. In game two, 
the Blue B’s won by a score 368-
348. In game three, Blue B’s won 
the last game by a score of 379-
341. 

Mike Zwirecki of Blue B’s 
bowled a 128 to lead his team to 
victory. 

Blue B’s won total pinfall by a 
final score of 1065-1033. 

Acres bowled against Com-
pression. In game one, Acres 
won the first game 399-371. Dave 
Cobleigh of Acres started off 
the evening with a 113. In game 
two, Acres won again by a score 
of 430-333. Cobleigh bested his 
first game by scoring 136 in game 
two, his best game of the season. 

In game three, Compression 
won the last game 385-372. Acres 
won total pinfall by a final score 
of 1201-1089. Cobleigh’s three 
game series for the evening to-
taled 329. Cobleigh’s teammate 
Matt Bertelli had a consistent 
night of bowling. Bertelli scored 
102, 106 and 106. 

Thursday Night Mixed League
The Thursday Night Mixed 

League bowled their last league 
night in the month of February.

Team Two bowled against the 
round one winning team, Team 
Six. In game one, Team Two de-

feated Team Six in a close first 
game, 397-390. In game two, 
Team Six returned the favor and 
won game two by one pin, 394-
393. In game three, Team Six 
won the last game by a score of 
412-399. 

Team Six won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1196-1189. 

Team Three bowled against 
Team Five. In game one, Team 
Five won the first game 421-367. 
In game two, Team Three won the 
second game by a score of 418-
403. Tyler Moore of Team Three 
led the team by scoring 110. 

In game three, Team Three 
won the last game of the evening 
408-372. Moore repeated his sec-
ond game by scoring 110 in game 
three. 

Thanks to a big lead after 
game one, Team Five managed to 
win total pinfall by a final score 
of 1196-1193. 

Team Four bowled against 
Team One. In game one, Team 
Four won the first game by a 
score of 395-393. In game two 
both teams tied at 403. In game 
three, Team Four won the last 
game by a score of 420-417. Sean 
Comerford and Kris Rickson 
of Team One finished strong by 
scoring 112 and 113. 

Team Four won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1218-1213.

LIONS from Page 9
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OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES

Avelino Goncalves, 
87

Services 
March 6, 2024

Ludlow Funeral 
Home

Linda Marie 
(Dumont) Metayer
Died Feb. 28, 2024
Services are private

Shaw-Majercik 
Funeral Home

Avelino Goncalves, 87, of 
Ludlow,   passed away peace-
fully surrounded by his loving 
family. Avelino was born in 
the small village of Travassos 
de Cha in Portugal, where at 
the age of 18, he immigrat-
ed to Venezuela in pursuit of 
a better life. At the age of 25, 
he went back to his hometown 
to marry the love of his life 
Ana. Together, they returned to Venezuela where 
they lived and started a family. Avelino’s fami-
ly was his priority and chose to relocate with his 
wife and two sons nearer to his parents and sib-
lings in America. It was there that he and his wife 
welcomed their daughter. Avelino worked in con-
struction and in 1985, he started his own company, 
Caracas Construction. He loved to travel with his 
family, eventually achieving his dream of taking all 
8 grandchildren to his birth town,  and looked for-
ward to his annual Florida trips with them. He was 
also a member of Our Lady of Fatima Parish and 
the Gremio Lusitano Club. 

Avelino leaves his wife of 62 years Ana, three 
children Matias Goncalves and wife Ermelinda, 
Manuel Goncalves and his wife Donna, and Anna 
Gomes and her husband Luis, all of Ludlow; eight 
grandchildren, who meant the world to him, Man-
uel Jr and his wife Daniela, Alexander and his fi-
ancé Stephanie, Michael, Adam, David, and Mar-
iana Goncalves, and Luis and Emma Gomes. He 
also leaves his brother Custodio Goncalves and 
wife Joaquina of Ludlow and several nieces and 
nephews. Avelino was predeceased by his sisters 
Ana (Joao), Ana (Avelino), brothers Joao (Ana), 
Antonio (Idalina), and Fernando (Maria), and his 
brother-in-law Manuel (Lucia), sister-in-law Maria 
(Mario).

Funeral services for Avelino will be held on 
Wednesday, March 6, 2024.   Visitation is from 
8:15-10:15am in Ludlow Funeral Home with Lit-
urgy of Christian Burial at 11:00am in Our Lady 
of Fatima Parish followed by burial in St, Aloysius 
Cemetery.  

Linda Marie (Dumont) 
Metayer

WEST BROOKFIELD—Linda Marie (Du-
mont) Metayer age 81 passed away Wednesday, 
Feb. 28, 2024, with her family at her side.  She 
leaves her husband of sixty-three years, Theodore 
E. Metayer. She also leaves sons, Theodore Meta-
yer Jr. and his wife Tina of Ludlow, Gregory Me-
tayer and his wife Pamela of West Brookfield and 
a daughter, Michelle Golinsk and her husband Pat-
rick of Port St. Lucie, FL, two grandchildren, Isaac 
Graves of W. Brookfield, and Theodore Metayer 
III of Ludlow and a sister, Shirley Koch of Ludlow.

She was born in Chicopee daughter of the late 
Armand Dumont and Rita (St. Marie) Dumont and 
lived in the area most of her life. Linda was own-
er of Heavenly Inspirations flower and gift shop , 
Ludlow, MA, for over 30 years.

She was a member of the Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Hamden, MA.  There are no calling 
hours, and all services are private.  Please omit 
flowers and donations may be made to St. Ju-
de’s Childrens Hospital or the Shriner’s Hospital.  
The Shaw-Majercik Funeral Home, 48 School 
St., Webster, MA has been entrusted with her ar-
rangements.  A guest book is available at www.
shaw-majercik.com where you may post a condo-
lence or light a candle.  

Avelino Goncalves, 87

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

SCHOOL BUDGET CUTS
 from Page 1

eventually happen. A teacher is going to 
be charged in this local area, hopefully 
not in the school. I know we have some 
great teachers, but you are setting a bad 
precedent.

Riopel then targeted his comments to-
ward members of the school committee.

“Specifically Mr, Laing, I hope you 
can pay attention this meeting because 
the last time the teachers were here, you 
were reading paperwork and not even 
looking at them,” Riopel said. “It is very 
important when teachers come here and 
actually voice their complaints, you are 
actually looking at them and paying at-
tention.”

Richard Oliveria, a mathematics 
teacher at Ludlow High School, said he 
is concerned about safety in the schools.

“I’m indoctrinating your kids to learn 
geometry,” Oliveira said, “three of those 

courses, one course of math for person-
al finance, and a course in statistics. We 
are not indoctrinating your kids, despite 
what Mass Resistance says. 

He then talked about an incident that 
occurred at a 250th anniversary celebra-
tion for the town, saying an individual 
assaulted an educator. He also expressed 
concern for his safety.

Resident Joseph Santos targeted his 
comments on the school budget.

Santos, a town meeting member for 
about 40 years, said he is concerned 
about class sizes and is concerned about 
potential reductions in staff.

“I’m disturbed to read that we may 
have reduction in staff, Santos said. “At 
this time after COVID, after having a 
lot of our students in house learning, 
we should not be cutting staff. And 
please don’t tell me that reducing a 
teacher and increasing the class size is 
beneficial to the town of Ludlow. It is 
absolutely not; we should be focusing 
on our children.”

SCHOOL COMMITTEE
from Page 4

recommendations to the town’s legisla-
tive body.

During public comment, residents 
said problems with bullying are not be-
ing adequately addressed and that some 
fear even discussing issue – with one 
speaker saying this includes reluctance 
to speak out at School Committee meet-
ings.

In response to a public comment, 
Bowler, during the School Committee 
member reports section of meeting, ac-
knowledged she made a mistake on her 
campaign finance reporting and had cor-
rected it. Bowler also said that as a state 

employee, there are additional rules she 
must adhere to involving political mat-
ters.

“I have not committed fraud…some-
one filed a complaint with the office of 
campaign and finance that I had incor-
rectly documented a form…I noticed the 
incorrect documents. I amended them; I 
re-filed them,” she said. “Apparently now 
there’s rumors out there that I’m a fraud-
ulent person…I have never committed 
fraud in my entire life.”

Bowler is running for reelection to 
the School Committee this spring. Chal-
lenging her for the three year term in of-
fice is Isabel Maria Soares.

The municipal election is scheduled 
for March 25.

Baystate Wing  Auxiliary seeks 
scholarship applicants

PALMER— The Baystate Wing Hos-
pital Auxiliary is making scholarship 
applications available for the 2023-24 
academic year. The Auxiliary will award 
scholarships of $1000 to seniors gradu-
ating from Belchertown, Ludlow, Mon-
son, Palmer, Pathfinder, Minnechaug, 
and Ware High Schools who are pursuing 
higher education in a healthcare field. The 
students will be chosen based on their ac-
ademic excellence, volunteer efforts and 
related community service, work experi-
ence, and dedication to their goals.

Applications and instructions for 
completing the application forms are 
available in each school’s guidance de-
partment and must be completed and 
submitted by April 12. The Auxiliary 
Scholarship Committee will select stu-
dent recipients and recommend them to 
the Auxiliary board for final approval.

Throughout the years, a wide variety 
of healthcare fields have been represent-
ed by area students who have received 
these scholarships, including premedi-
cal, dental hygiene, health system man-

agement, nursing, pharmacy, and radiol-
ogy.

“Growing careers in healthcare is 
now more important than ever,” said Ev-
elyn Glabicky, president of the Baystate 
Wing Auxiliary. “We are so proud when 
we hear from our former scholarship re-
cipients who are now providing health-
care throughout the region and Massa-
chusetts.”

For over 65 years, the Auxiliary has 
been actively supporting Baystate Wing 
Hospital through its sponsorship of spe-
cial events and management of the gift 
shop. This diverse group of women and 
men includes teachers, nurses, and busi-
ness owners, both young and retirees, 
who live in many different communities 
and are united by a shared commitment 
to support the mission of the hospital.

“We are thankful to the Auxiliary 
members for their continued commit-
ment and support to our hospital and the 
many communities we serve,” said Tere-
sa Grove, philanthropy officer for Bay-
state Health’s Eastern Region.

Support the 
local businesses 
that support your 
local newspaper.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

The
Register

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Gentle Flow Yoga Class at Wilbraham Library
WILBRAHAM - Certified Instructor 

Michelle Bouchard will lead a light and 
rejuvenating yoga class at the Wilbra-
ham Public Library on Saturday, March 
9 at 10 a.m. Participants ages 18+ will 
explore breathing practices, mindfulness 
and meditation techniques and a physi-
cal approach to sustainable exercise. All 
skill levels are welcome. Please bring 
your own yoga mat and dress comfort-

ably. Space is limited and registration 
is required. To register, please contact 
the library at 413-596-6141 or visit the 
Event Calendar at www.wilbrahamli-
brary.org. This free program is spon-
sored by the Wilbraham Friends of the 
Library.

To learn more, contact Emilie Lang 
at 413-596-6141 or elang@wilbrahamli-
brary.org. 
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Do you have a local event or activity to pub-
licize? Please send the information as either a 
Word doc or plain (no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. 
At least two weeks prior to the event is encour-
aged. Send your community events to pressre-
leases@turley.com. 

COMING SOON
THE ST. CECILIA WOMEN’S CLUB  March 

meeting takes place on Tuesday, March 12, be-
ginning with a liturgy at 5:30 p.m. followed by 
a Soup & Sandwich at 6 p.m. The guest speak-
er will be Deacon Michael Forrest who will in-
trigue the meeting with his miraculous story. 
A FASHION SHOW LUNCHEON featuring CHI-
CO’S is being sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Women’s Club, Thursday, April 25, at the Saint 
Cecilia Parish Center, 42 Main St., Wilbraham.   
A social hour begins at 11:30 a.m. with lun-
cheon served at noon.   The meal choices are 
Chicken Francoise and salmon with dill sauce.   
The $35 donation for the luncheon also helps 
to fund the club’s scholarships and communi-
ty service projects. In addition, there will be a 
raffle for many prizes.  For reservations, please 
contact Norma Bandarra, 413-596-8173, by 
April 17.  

ONGOING
SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-

chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great prizes. For more in-
formation, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory Ar-
menian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, Indian 
Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Saturday 
offering quality items at affordable prices. Gen-

tly- used clothing and accessories, household 
items, books, children’s items, collectors’ items 
and more are available. For more information, 
call the church office at 413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tues-
day at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 117 
Main St. For more information, contact the IOCC 
at 413- 209-8240 or indianorchardcitizen-
scouncil@gmail.com or stop in during oper-
ating hours. Follow the IOCC on Facebook and 
Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. the cost to take part is $5 per year. 
For more information contact Maria Ardolino, 
activities director at activity@ludlow.ma.us or 
call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club, at 
91 Claudias Way, continues to offer Aquacise 
throughout the week. Aquacise is a low-impact, 
full-body workout performed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints and muscles while 
building strength. Classes are open to all mem-
bers with pool-inclusive memberships and do 
not require prior registration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. For questions, call 413-583-2072, 
ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. Education, 
resources, peer support, and hope for parents 
and family members coping with a loved one 
with a substance use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 
who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety and 
depression due to COVID-19) and for loved 
ones who might need help in their recov-
ery. This group is also for those who can help 
lead others in their recovery by example. This 
meeting in no way replaces professional ther-
apies. It is a time for sharing strength, encour-
agement and hope. No fees. Bring your own 
non-alcoholic beverage. Pre-packaged snacks 
are available. Small group structure based on 
basic Christian principles, concept, purposes 
and confidentiality. COVID-19 guidelines are 
observed. Masks required. 6:30-8 p.m. every 
Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith Communi-
ty Chapel, 485 East Street in Ludlow. Parking 
lot behind Chapel. Fellowship Hall entrance at 
back of Chapel. Seating is limited. To reserve 
yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for the 
coming holiday time. Do you want some exer-
cise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with great 
people? Try our national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. They 
dance in Belchertown and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings available. For more 
information, call Gloria or Fran at 413-467-
3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, shop 
or walk with a blind or vision impaired person 
in your community. Call the Massachusetts As-
sociation for the Blind and Visually Impaired at 
1-888-613-2777 for details.

DIRECTORY
FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St. Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: faithcommunitychapel8@gmail.com 

faith- communitychapel.org
Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison

Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Services:

Discipline Groups 9:45 a.m. WorshipService11 a.m.
and Facebook Live Stream

OTHER PROGRAMS
MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 

meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief
SMC. Call 413-519-4591

TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study WEDNESDAYS 
at 7 p.m. Ludlow Christian Fellowship Meeting

Hank Bastos, Leader, 413-348-6487
SMC and Facebook Live Stream ludlowfellowship.org

FRIDAYS Children’s After School Club
(pre K through teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

Church Fellowship Hall
SATURDAYS at 10 a.m. Ecumenical Prayer Meeting

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454

S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, March 6, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Youth Group - 3:30 p.m. (JR), Holy Mother Choir 
- 5:15 p.m. (C), Confirmation Class - 5:30 (JR), 

Scouts - 6 p.m. (FLBH), Scouts - 7 p.m. (JR)
Thursday, March 7, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C) 

Friday, March 8, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C)
Saturday, March 9, - Confessions - 2:30 p.m. (C), 
Mass - 4 p.m. (C), Knights of Columbus Corned 

Beef Dinner - 5:30 p.m. (FLBH)
Sunday, March 10, - Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Mass 

- 9:15 a.m. (C), Mass - 11 a.m. (C), Mass - 5 p.m. 
(C), Confirmation Class - 8 a.m. (JR), Faith For-

mation - 10:15 a.m. (All Rooms), Restored Lenten 
Youth - 3:00 PM (FLBH)

Monday March 11, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus - 1 
p.m. (ZR), Faith Formation - 6 p.m.(JR/ER), Bible 

Study - 6 p.m. (ZR)
Tuesday, March 12, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C) 
St. Rita Choir - 2:30 p.m. (C), Spaghetti Supper 
- 4:30 p.m. (FLBH & JR), Finance Council - 6:30 

(ER)

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St., Ludlow

413-583-3339
Reverend Dorothy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 9 am -3 pm
Sunday worship service 10 am

 website: www.ludlowfirst.com or
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

first churchludlow/
for complete schedule and events

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

DATEBOOK Pioneer Valley
Planning 
Commission 
announces DLTA 
grant awards
Nearly $290,000 will be 
used to support communities 
with local projects

SPRINGFIELD - The Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission announced its most 
recent Direct Local Technical Assistance 
grant awards, allotting $288,682 to support 
projects across Hampden and Hampshire 
counties.

The concepts span from a rural network 
to end domestic violence, to shared regional 
emergency services, to broad-scale rezoning, 
to housing development, to drinking water 
protection, to a regional waste disposal costs 
evaluation, and others. Projects are set to 
begin over the following weeks.

“A huge portion of our work at PVPC is 
providing technical assistance to communi-
ties across Western Massachusetts, which is 
particularly important as we recognize the 
nature of our municipalities in the Pioneer 
Valley. Unlike the rest of the state, our region 
is home the majority of rural and suburban 
towns with small local governments and lim-
ited resources. By joining forces, PVPC is 
able to elevate the ambitions of these com-
munities and make real legacy change,” said 
Kimberly H. Robinson, Executive Director 
of PVPC. “We applaud the creativity and 
thoughtful proposals put forward and we 
are eager to work hand-in-hand with these 
municipalities and see them come to life right 
here in the Valley.”

The PVPC is able to provide this local 
technical assistance at no cost to these com-
munities thanks to funding provided by the 
Massachusetts Legislature with the support 
of local legislators, under a contract with the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities for the DLTA 
Program.

Communities are asked to provide an 
in-kind match equivalent to 5% of the total 
budget for each project, which can include 
community staff time or volunteer board 
members time spent on the project.

Some of the projects which will be sup-
ported are:

Belchertown - “Making the Community 
and its Plan Live!” work.

Chester - the exploration of the feasibility 
of the Towns of Chester and Blandford to 
combine their fire departments and share a 
Fire Chief.

Chester, Russell, Middlefield, Huntington, 
Bandford, Montgomery, Tolland, Granville, 
Worthington, Ware, Hardwick and Warren - 
“Rural Network to End Domestic Violence,” 
connecting and supporting participating 
communities and task forces that now work 
independently to prevent and end domestic 
violence.

Chesterfield - “Catalyst for Master Plan: 
Review of Zoning Compliance with State 
Mandates and Current Zoning Practices in 
Small, Rural Towns.”

East Longmeadow - housing needs 
assessment.

Goshen - a comprehensive zoning bylaw 
review and diagnostic plan.

Granby - open space and recreation plan-
ning.

Hadley - exploring a Chapter 40R Zoning 
District on Route 9.

Hilltown Community Ambulance 
Association (HCAA) - technical assistance 
with communication, outreach and work to 
sustain regional ambulance services in the six 
Gateway communities of the Hilltowns.

Huntington - updating the open space and 
recreation plan.

Ludlow and surrounding towns - contin-
ued regional evaluation of trash disposal.

Ludlow - a comprehensive zoning bylaw 
review and plan update.

Middlefield - continued assistance with 
the municipal capital Plan

Pelham - planning for future needs fol-
lowing a 40B project approval in an aging 
community.

Please see PVPCA, Page 15



The Register   ❙  March 6, 2024   ❙   Page 13 ◗

DON’T MISS OUT! REGISTER EARLY! MORE INFO AT BEMENT.ORG/SUMMER

Enrichment Camps!

Digital Storytelling  •  Studio Arts & Crafts  •    Flag Football  
Book Blasters & Word Wizards •  Bement Does Broadway & more!

Visit Bement.org/summer for 
more information and to register.
Register early! 

Led by faculty and staff from Bement as well 
as local area experts, enrichment camps are 
open to campers in a variety of grades. Check 
the website for specific offerings each week.

Bement camps are a unique day
experience for children entering 
grades k-8.

Please contact eoneal@bement.org with questions.

SESSION 1: JUNE 17-21 
SESSION 2: JUNE 24-28  
SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 
SESSION 7: AUG 5-9

ENROLL IN ALL WEEKS 
AND GET 7TH WEEK 
FREE!

SESSION 3: JULY 8-12  
SESSION 4: JULY 15-19
SESSION 5: JULY 22-26   
SESSION 6: JULY 29-AUG 2 

Arts and crafts, 
swimming, nature 
programs, hiking 
and more. Lunch is 
included. Before and after 
care is available.

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

 

 

 

Mass Stable License  
# 1472 

Mass Riding Instructor 
License 
# 5391 

Boarding, Leasing, Lessons, Training, Trailering 
P.O. 873 - 53 Ware Rd. Belchertown, MA 01007 

Phone (413) 813-9291 - Fax (413) 323-4999  
E-mail—Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com 

 

 

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 16-18
2024 Summer Riding Sessions
June 25-28 • July 22-25 • July 29-Aug 2
Aug 5-9 • Aug 12-16 • Aug 19-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 18 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 17TH*-AUG. 23RD

10 Themed Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER Year round program for Ages 2-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Toddler 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

 Race into summer at Camp MacDuffi e! Space is
limited 
so don’t 
wait!

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true 
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Camp programs include:
Arts • Athletics • Creative Writing • Dance • Theater • Science • And More!

The MacDuffi e School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
July 1 - August 16

Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s • And More!

Week 1: July 1 - 5
Week 2: July 8 - 12

Week 3: July 15 - 19
Week 4: July 22 - 26
Week 5: July 29 - Aug. 2

Week 6: August 5 - 9
Week 7: August 12 - 16

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.110

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Summer 
Camps  
in Performing Arts,  
Debate & Public Speaking

day & residential options available
sbschool.org/summer
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
30” MICROWAVE, over-the-range. 
Like new. $200 or best reasonable of-
fer. Ask for Ken 413-544-2074.

4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

 MILITARY ITEMS
 USA. German.  Japanese  
 Collections & Small Items

(413) 207-3054

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME REPAIRS AND REMOD-
ELING. Quality work. Carpentry, 
sheetrock, flooring, tile, etc. Fully li-
censed and insured. Call Chris 413-
426-5160 for free estimates.

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413) 246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming, pruning, 
and mulching.

Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
 Call or text 

413-266-9975
                    

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. Call 978-257-
8237. Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

FOR SALE SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and

rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Specializing in Tax Preparation & Representation
Business & Personal

Visit our Website; www.ajefinancial.com
364 East Street, Ludlow, MA

413-589-1671

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com
(413)589-1671

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

FOR SALE

TAX SERVICES
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TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

AUTO FOR SALE
2019 CHEVY SPARK LS, $9,500. 
Excellent condition, well maintained, 
original owner, 75,000 miles. No acci-
dents, never any problems, non-smok-
er. Florida car. 413-769-3127.

AUTO PARTS
4 YEAR OLD MYERS PLOW, 
3 sets of tires with rims 15”, ’94 Jeep 
Wrangler for parts only. Call 413-
967-7118 or 413-658-8513.

WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER MIX 
PUPPY, 3 months,  current on shots, 
well socialized. 3 yr old Beagle female, 
$200. 413-596-8190, 413-782-
2305

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

SQUIER & CO. is looking to hire an 
oil truck driver. $40,000-$60,000 full 
time. Squire will provide CDL school 
for the right candidate! Email: squi-
eroil@verizon.net. Call 413-267-
3184 or visit us at 5 Squier Ave., Mon-
son, MA. Monday-Friday.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

 OPERATOR 1
The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
fill two Heavy Equipment Operator 1 
positions. For application and more in-
formation please visit www.wilbra-
ham-ma.gov.  Open until filled.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SHOP/STORAGE/MECHANIC 
FOR RENT.

3,000 ft. 2 plus garage for rent in Gil-
bertville. Two lifts, compressor, office, 
bathroom/washroom. Large 10 ft. over-
head electric garage door. Oil heat, 3 
phase electric. Room for 5 vehicles 
plus inside and outside parking. Locat-
ed right on Rt 32. Perfect for a busi-
ness or? $2,000/month. Call Don @
(413) 758-3039. 

ROOMMATES
BRIMFIELD: Own kitchen, bath, 
bedroom, living room, basement apart-
ment. No pets or smoking. Heat, elect. 
included. $800 per month. Call 413-
355-0209.

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATE TO 
SHARE HOUSE in Palmer. $300 per 
month. 413-342-3049.

AUTOSERVICES REAL ESTATEPETS REAL ESTATE

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

NOTICE OF PLANNING 
BOARD HEARING

Relative to
PROPOSED ZONING 

BYLAW AMENDMENTS
Pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5
LEGAL NOTICE – ZONE 

CHANGE
The Planning Board of the 

Town of Ludlow will hold 
a public hearing to discuss 
proposed amendments to the 
town’s zoning bylaws. The 
public hearing will be held as 
follows:
Place: Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room, 3rd floor
Date: Thursday, March 14, 
2024
Time:  8:00 p.m.
Applicant: Kevin Lavigne
Location: 8-10 Wedgewood 
Drive (Assessors’ Map 11A, 
Parcel 160)                                   

The subject matter of the 
proposed amendment is as 
indicated below. The com-
plete text relative to the pro-
posed amendments is avail-
able for inspection on the 
Planning Board web site: 
www.ludlow.ma.us/html/plan-
ning. 

Zone Change Requested 
f rom:  Agr i cu l tu r a l  t o 
Residence A
Reason for Requested 
Change: To create a building 
lot for a single-family house. 
 Raymond Phoenix
 Chairman
If for any reason this hear-
ing is cancelled, it will be 
rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 28, 2024.
02/28, 03/06/24

LUDLOW PLANNING BOARD
488 CHAPIN STREET
LUDLOW, MA  01056

583-5624 Ext. 1282
LEGAL NOTICE – 

SPECIAL PERMIT / 
HOME OCCUPATION 
The Ludlow Planning 

Board will hold a public hear-
ing in Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on Thursday, March 
14, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. on 
the application of Kristen 
St. Germain of 10 Autumn 
Ridge Road Ludlow, MA 
(Assessors’ Map 30, Parcel 
209) for: home bakery. 

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 

be rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 28, 2024. 

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

02/28, 03/06/24

LUDLOW PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE 

SPECIAL PERMIT / 
HOME OCCUPATION 
The Ludlow Planning 

Board will hold a public hear-
ing in Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on Thursday, March 
14, 2024 at 7:10 p.m. on the 
application of Jennifer Wright 
of 68 Letendre Avenue 
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map 
11A, Parcel 100) for: mental 
health counseling via tele-
health. 

If for any reason this 
hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 28, 2024.

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

02/28/24, 03/06/24

NOTICE OF PLANNING 
BOARD HEARING

Relative to
PROPOSED ZONING 

BYLAW AMENDMENTS
Pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5

LEGAL NOTICE
ZONE CHANGE

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Ludlow will hold 
a public hearing to discuss 
proposed amendments to the 
town’s zoning bylaws. The 
public hearing will be held as 
follows:

Place: Ludlow Town Hall, 
Selectmen’s Conference  
Room, 3rd floor

Date: Thursday, March 14, 
2024

Time: 7:40 p.m.
Applicant: Hajer Brak
Location: 191 West Street 

(Assessors’ Map 2D, Parcel 3)                                   
The subject matter of the 

proposed amendment is as 
indicated below. The com-
plete text relative to the pro-
posed amendments is avail-
able for inspection on the 
Planning Board web site: 
www.ludlow.ma.us/html/plan-
ning. 

Zone Change Requested 
from:

Agricultural to Business A
Reason for  Requested 

Change:

Auto repair/dealership
Raymond Phoenix

Chairman
If for any reason this 

hearing is cancelled, it will 
be rescheduled to Thursday, 
March 28, 2024.
02/28/24, 03/06/24

Town of Ludlow 
Invitation to Bid 2024-004

Plumbing Maintenance and 
Repair Services

The Town of Ludlow 
is seeking sealed bids for 
plumbing maintenance and 
repair services for Town 
Buildings.

Bids will be received by 
the Chief Procurement Officer 
until 2:00 PM on 3/21/24.

Documents will be avail-
able by email request after 
10:00 AM on 3/6/24 at: lbe-
langer@ludlow.ma.us.

The Town of Ludlow 
reserves the right to reject any 
and or all bids
03/06/2024

LUDLOW 
CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
488 CHAPIN STREET

LUDLOW, MA 01056
(413) 583-5600 Ext. 1282

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission has sched-
uled a  Publ ic  Meet ing 
under W.P.A. (M.G.L. Ch. 
131, § 40) in Ludlow Town 
Hall, 3rd floor, Selectmen’s 
Conference  Room,  for 
Wednesday,  March 6 , 
2024, at 7:45 p.m. for the 
Request for Determination 
of Applicability applica-
tion of Christopher LaRose 
(Eversource), for the property 
located at 993 Center Street 
(Assessors’ Map 24, Parcels 
53-58). The subject of the 
meeting is: Replace the exist-
ing drainage system with-
in the substation as part of a 
larger upgrade project taking 
place within the substation.  
 Angela Tierney
  Chair
02/28, 03/06/24

PUBLIC NOTICES

South Hadley Fire Districts #1 and #2 - 
sharing personnel and potentially services.

South Hadley - to support the cre-
ation of affordable housing in 40R Smart 
Growth Districts.

Southampton - “2024 Drinking Water 
Supply Protection Initiative.”

Worthington - updating the open space 
and recreation plan.

PVPC’s Environment and Land Use 
Department works to protect the envi-
ronment of the Pioneer Valley region, 
promote economically and environmen-
tally healthy communities where people 

can walk and bicycle safely and conve-
niently.

In their work, the Department can 
facilitate transition to clean, safe, sustain-
able energy; promote smart growth and 
reduced urban sprawl; catalyze regional 
action to address climate change and food 
insecurity; and promote understanding of 
and access to green infrastructure.

The Department assists in Master 
Planning to ensure resilient communities, 
to keep rivers and streams clean, assure 
local zoning regulations to achieve com-
munity visions, protect our water sup-
plies, and encourage sustainable land use. 
Working with municipalities, state and 
federal agencies, community organiza-

tions, non-profit groups, and private sector 
partners, the Environment and Land Use 
Department promotes local action, region-
al cooperation, and state initiatives leading 
to wise use of our resources.

PVPC’s Department of Economic and 
Municipal Collaboration works on munic-
ipal and economic development issues 
throughout the Pioneer Valley, covering 
a range of initiatives supporting police, 
health, succession planning, and decarbon-
ization, among others.

The Department provides technical 
assistance to communities, such as capital 
planning, digital equity, shared services, 
and strategic economic development. 
Working with local communities, the 

Department is service-driven and focused 
on the unique challenges facing cities and 
towns daily.

About the PVPC
Since 1962, the Pioneer Valley 

Planning Commission has been the des-
ignated regional planning body for the 
Pioneer Valley region, which encompass-
es 43 cities and towns in Hampden and 
Hampshire Counties. PVPC is the primary 
agency responsible for increasing com-
munication, cooperation, and coordination 
among all levels of government as well 
as the private business and civic sectors 
to benefit the Pioneer Valley region and to 
improve its residents’ quality of life.

PVPCA from Page 12
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READERS! 
Send in your pet picture for our “Pet of the Month” 
and receive a free weekend get-away or spa package for 
your pet courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to:  jwalker@turley.com. 
Please include your name and your pet’s name.

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Dory!Meet Dory!

6 Things Cats Hate
PART 2

What’s bothering your cat could very well 
be something that bothers you, too. You could 
unknowingly be making some mistakes regarding 
these things cats hate.

Cats Hate Overly Aggressive Petting There 
are only certain areas a cat will allow you to pet—
and if you pet the wrong part, it will hiss, scratch, 
or bite. Cats can be extremely sensitive to tactile 
stimuli, so it’s important to be aware of where and 
how you’re petting them. Cats groom each other 
on the head and neck—and dislike “full-body” pets 
down the length of their backs. Stick to the areas 
around its head and neck only. Pay close attention 
to its behavior and body signals to understand 
acceptable and unacceptable petting.

Cats Hate Loud Noises Thunderstorms, 
arguments, f ireworks, loud noises, and 
commotion can seriously stress your cat out. 
Chronic stress from loud noises can cause a 
number of behavioral and health issues, including 
skittishness, aggression, or depression, as well as 
hair loss, lack of appetite, and over-grooming. Try 
to limit your cat’s exposure to loud noises. Keep it in 
a quiet, safe space when guests are over or during 
bad weather and avoid playing very loud music or 
cranking up the volume on the TV.

Cats Hate Yucky Medicine When feeling lousy, 
the last thing a cat wants is to be force fed some 
yucky tasting medicine. It is much easier for both 
of you to make the experience a bit more palatable. 
First, train your cat to be comfortable having its face 
and mouth handled; associate the sensations with 
something positive by rewarding it with a small 
treat. Then, establish a medication schedule, so 
it knows what to expect and when. If you’re still 
having issues with administering pills, there are lots 
of soft treats with pockets designed for holding pills.

She is a Miniature Australian Shepherd. 
She was 14 weeks old in this picture and is 
now 1 year old. She enjoys chewing things 
and playing with her sister Riley. She is 
loved by Guy and Ann Egan of Springfield.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Air Conditioning
 Large Indoor/
 Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available- 
 fenced in 1/4 acre lot

141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532

Po
rt

er 
Road Pet Care

Boarding . Day Care .
 Gr

oo

mi
ng

 

Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 3/31/24

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

Spring Classes For Obedience 
& Structured Socialization 

Starting Now! Call For Details.

• Private training in your home 
or my Wilbraham facility

• Socialization classes

• Intro to your puppy or new 
rescue training 

• Basic obedience, 
 life and manners training
• Environmental training

Serving Wilbraham 
& Surrounding Area

Private & Small Group 
Classes Available

AKC Certified

413-246-0859

Flu cases on the rise; in some cases antiviral medications can help
SPRINGFIELD  –  Despite all the ef-

forts to avoid the flu, inevitably some 
people will catch it. For those who do, 
antiviral medications may help. Just what 
are antivirals? How do they work? Who 
should take them and when? The health-
care providers at American Family Care 
explain patients need to know.

“The first line of defense against the 
flu is to get vaccinated,” said Dr. Andrew 
Koslow, associate medical director of 
AFC for Massachusetts. “Antiviral med-
ications are a second line—when the vac-
cine doesn’t prevent infection, or some-
one didn’t receive the vaccine. Antiviral 
medications are mostly used for severe 
cases of the flu or patients who are con-
sidered at high risk for flu-related com-
plications.”

The general protocol for treating the 
flu consists of getting lots of rest, drink-
ing plenty of water and other clear liq-
uids and taking over-the-counter med-
ications such as Tylenol and ibuprofen 
to reduce fever and relieve symptoms. 
However, in some cases, prescription an-
tiviral medications are recommended.

Antiviral medications are always pre-
scribed for flu patients who are hospital-
ized, have severe flu symptoms but are 
not in the hospital, meet certain age crite-
ria or have underlying health conditions 
that put them at higher risk of complica-
tions from the flu.

Sometimes antiviral medications are 
prescribed for cases of the flu diagnosed 
early (within the first 48 hours of devel-
oping symptoms) or for those who are 

exposed to high-risk populations either at 
home or work. Antiviral medications are 
sometimes prescribed to help prevent the 
flu for people who cannot receive the flu 
vaccine.

“When antiviral medications are rec-
ommended, patients should discuss all 
possible side effects and drug interac-
tions with their doctor,” Koslow said. 
“Nausea and vomiting are possible, as 
are headaches. And certain other medi-
cations may reduce the effectiveness of 
antiviral medications.”

Koslow reiterates these important 
reminders to reduce the spread of infec-
tions:

Wash hands frequently with soap and 
water for two minutes and dry them thor-
oughly.

Maintain social distancing and/or 
wear masks, especially at large, indoor 
gatherings.

Stay home if you have symptoms 
such as fever, coughing, sneezing, runny 
nose, aches, chills and fatigue.

Regularly disinfect high-touch surfac-
es like doorknobs, countertops and fau-
cets.

The medical providers 
at  AFC  Springfield  and  AFC West 
Springfield  offer convenient, walk-in 
care seven days a week for patients of 
all ages. Services include urgent care for 
illnesses, sprains and strains; stitches for 
minor cuts and lacerations; flu vaccines 
and testing; diagnostic rapid tests and an-
tigen tests for COVID-19; physicals and 
on-site x-rays.

SUBMISSIONS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME - Send your stories and photos to Marcelo Gusmão@turley.com 


