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Board of Selectmen reorganizes,
Derek DeBarge named Chair

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Board 
of Selectmen met last week 
to reorganize after the recent 
re-election of two of its mem-
bers.

The meeting started with 
the reorganization of the Board. 
Derek DeBarge was voted in 
as Chair, and newly-reelected 
Manuel Silva was voted as Vice 
Chair.

The Board unanimously 
approved a contract extension 

for Town Administrator Marc 
Strange.

“We have discussed this, 
we have gone back and forth. 
All parties, including attorneys, 
have agreed, Marc (Strange) has 
agreed, so I move that we sign 
the Administrator’s contract,” 
Silva said.

DeBarge added that besides 
being a routine matter, this con-
tract extension has also come 
up in discussions with the Char-
ter Committee, which he also 
serves on. 

“The contract extension was 
not only necessary but also very 

important to the process of the 
possible change in government 
through the Charter Commit-
tee,” DeBarge said. “That’s why 
that was there, as well.”

Strange then went over the 
warrant for Special Town Meet-
ing, listing each article individ-
ually. Many of these were fair-
ly routine, such as unpaid bills, 
but there were also questions 
of police overtime, revolving 
funds, and other issues that will 
be voted on.

“Article Three is Fiscal 
Year ‘24 snow and ice deficit,” 
Strange said. “Typically this 

is in the operating budget, but 
in order to mitigate our bud-
get deficit we plucked it out of 
the operating budget and we’re 
paying out of it from Free Cash. 
This is one of those anomalous 
where the state does allow you 
to overspend this particular line 
item and then raise it, they call 
it ‘on the recap.’”

One article in the Special 
Town Meeting referred to an 
appropriation of $500,000 from 
Free Cash for a park ramp, 
which is a prerequisite for ap-
plying for the ramp.

“We need to show the state 

that the town is actually com-
mitted to spending this money, 
and then (...) if we get approved 
for it, it gets spent, it’s reim-
bursable,” Strange said. “So 
we would get reimbursed the 
$500,000, assuming the proj-
ect is going to cost more than 
$500,000, which it probably 
will, and then that $500,000 can 
be put into Free Cash.”

There was also some dis-
cussion about the school bud-
get. Selectman Bill Rosenblum 
was pleased to announce that 

Khruanha Naiyanan 
pursues a career 
in biomedical 
engineering with 
the Ouimet Evans 
Scholarship 

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – The Western 
Golf Association has award-
ed the Ouimet Evans Scholar-
ship to local high school senior, 
Khruanha Naiyanan.

The Francis Ouimet Schol-
arship Fund and the Evans 
Scholars Foundation annually 
co-sponsor scholarships for cad-
dies all over the commonwealth. 
The Ouimet Evans Scholarship 
is a full housing and tuition 
scholarship awarded to golf 
caddies, with a value totaling 
$125,000.

Naiyanan’s family immigrat-
ed from Thailand, and raised her 
in a bilingual household. As a 
senior at Ludlow High School, 
she plans to study biomedical 
engineering.

“It’s a pretty good awesome 
environment, I love everyone 
there,” Naiyanan said. “They re-
ally care about me and support 
me. I have played on the golf 
team for all four years, I’m on 
the Student Council as a Student 
Representative, and I usually 
volunteer at the Hubbard Li-
brary.”

Naiyanan lives with her 
mother, Natcha Muenthaikul, 
and her step-dad, Konrad Pe-
kala. Her family moved to the 
United States five years ago, 
first living in Manchester, before 
moving to Ludlow, where her 
step-dad is from.

Naiyanan compared her 
schooling in town to her experi-
ence as a student in Thailand.

“It’s different, culturally,” 
Naiyanan said. “I went to an 
international school. There was 
a foreign teacher teaching me, 
so that’s how I learned English. 
The program there in my school 
was based around the U.S., so 

the curriculum is similar. Most 
of my classes were in English, 
but then there was also Thai 
Class, where we learned Thai 
history.”

Naiyanan shared that she 
was inspired to enter the medi-
cal field when watching her fa-
ther battle cancer.

“My father died from can-
cer,” Naiyanan said. “He was in 
the hospital a lot of times, so I 
got to see all the medical equip-
ment. I thought it was cool. I 
just want to help people, that’s 
the main goal.”

Naiyanan intends to study 
biomedical engineering, but said 
that her long-term goal is to be a 

Local student awarded $125,000
scholarship for caddying

Middle school
principal departs

Sullivan now acting 
principal

By Jim Russell
Correspondent

LUDLOW – Assistant 
Baird Middle School Prin-
cipal Daniel Sullivan is now 
the acting principal, while a 
search commences to replace 
the former principal, Melis-
sa Knowles – whose sudden 
departure last month has not 
been explained by the school 
district.

In recent communica-
tions to parents and staff, 
Superintendent Frank Tiano 
said the former principal had 
both: resigned from her job; 
and placed on administrative 
leave by the district.

“Today, I would like to 
update that [previous] notice 
by informing you that Mrs. 
Knowles will be on leave for 
the remainder of the school 
year and will not return for 
the 2024-2025 school year. 
Mr. Sullivan will now serve 

Oliveira fundraiser kickstarts 
re-election campaign

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

“I can assure you that your 
issues, your voices, your con-
cerns could not be better ex-
pressed by someone other than 
Jake Oliveira,” Rodrigues said. 
“It is so good to see so many 
friends here. Jake and I speak 
regularly all the time while 
sharing our commutes to the 

state house and I continue to 
support him.”

Oliveira appreciated the 
comments from Rodrigues, 
and recalled their time togeth-
er many years ago.

“What he (Rodrigues) 
did not tell you is that 15 
years ago, I was working on 
the State Rep’s campaign 
over near my alma mater of 

Turley photos by Harrison Giza

Two of Oliveira’s biggest supporters, his mother Carol, and sister 
Georgie, were all smiles at the re-election fundraiser.

Submitted photo

Khruanha Naiyanan was awarded the Ouimet Evans Scholarship.

“It’s a pretty 
good awesome 
environment, I love 
everyone there.” 

– Khruanha Naiyanan
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LUDLOW

MAZZY
This is Mazzy. She is a Heeler mix from Texas who loves to run, hike, and 
swim.

2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Open: Sun.-Wed. 11:30am-9pm

Thurs.-Sat. 11:30am-10pm
~ BAR OPEN LATE ~

413-279-1198 • thelocaltablentap.com

NEW! SUNDAY BRUNCH
Every Sunday 10am-2pm

A special brunch menu 
along with our regular menu items

Bloody Marys • Mimosas • Peach Bellinis

MONDAY NIGHT
SPECIAL

Burger & Beer $15

PARTIES 
& BANQUETS

We can accommodate 25-90 
people for your special event.

DOUBLE POINTS TUESDAY!
• Earn 1 point for EVERY dollar you spend!

• Earn $5 CREDIT when you reach 200 points!
• Receive email notices about special events and discounts

• FREE DESSERT on your birthday week!

JOIN OUR REWARDS 
PROGRAM TODAY!

Just click the widget on our site to join today - it’s easy and free!
thelocaltablentap.com

Pay taxes online
LUDLOW — Town Administrator 

Marc Strange is reminding residents that 
the fourth quarter property tax bills are 
due May 1. To streamline the payment 
process and reduce the Collector’s Of-
fice’s administrative workload, the Town 
has partnered with Kirkwood Direct, a 
leading provider of municipal billing ser-
vices.

Kirkwood Direct offers a compre-
hensive solution for managing municipal 
billing needs, ensuring accuracy, quality 
and timely mailings. Their team of ex-
perts oversees the entire process, from 
data management and design to printing 
and postal optimization. This partnership 
allows Ludlow residents to benefit from a 
hassle-free payment process, minimizing 
delays and processing their payments effi-
ciently.

“Previously, we had long lines at Town 

Hall and piles of payments to process 
every 90 days,” Strange said. “The auto-
mation of this process is a significant im-
provement in the interest of our constitu-
ents.”

Property tax statements were mailed 
on Jan. 12. A sample letter is attached to 
this release for reference.

The Town strongly encourages Lud-
low residents to take advantage of the 
convenient online payment option avail-
able or send their payments directly using 
the provided envelope. This approach not 
only facilitates faster processing but also 
empowers residents, reassuring them that 
their payments will be handled in a time-
ly manner and significantly decreasing the 
administrative burden on the Collector’s 
Office, which has traditionally handled a 
high volume of mail-in and in-person pay-
ments.

Submittd photos

The Town of Ludlow 
signs were replaced 
this week with newer 
custom designed signs by 
ChucksSign.com. Be sure 
to keep your eyes out for 
the new look when you 
enter and leave town.

Ludlow’s got a new look
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Local doctor adopts
‘longest stay’ from shelter

By Harrison Giza
Staff Writer

hgiza@turley.com

LUDLOW - The Ludlow An-
imal Control had a reason to cele-
brate recently, with Ludlow Animal 
Clinic member Dr. Stephanie Ba-
con adopting one of its longest time 
stays, a loving beagle.

The dog was given the name, 
Delilah, and Bacon has since 
changed it to Maple.

“So Maple came in pretty much 
the same day she was found,” Ba-
con said. “And my other dogs name 
is Echo and she is very picky about 
who she likes. So when I met this 
dog, I kind of looked at her and 
was like ‘honestly, if I were to get 
another dog, I would pick this one. 
Then she did her seven day stay at 
the shelter and I became her foster 
parent and after welcoming her into 
the house, she basically, I was like 
‘you could never leave. You have to 
stay here forever.’”

Bacon really appreciates the 
amount of support she has seen for 
Maple online.

“Oh, we love seeing the sup-
port,” Bacon said. “Having it and 
seeing it all happen on Facebook 
and stuff has just been such a bless-
ing to have all of that support. The 
names of people that pop up that 
we see I know that those are names 
of clients and we really know them. 
So it is such a beautiful thing to see 
them come out and not only help 
support us financially, because a 
lot of them do donate to the Animal 

Control bills, but they support us 
with just emotions and work can be 
hard sometimes so it is such a nice 
thing to see that we do have the 
support of the community.”

Maple has been doing well 
since moving into Bacon’s home. 
She recently had a procedure and 
also was spayed.

“She is doings well,” Bacon 
said. “She just got back from sur-
gery where she just got spayed. 
She has settled in so well with my 
other dog, and I have a cat named 
Po, and she has become one of the 
crew. My boyfriend fell in love 
with her the moment he saw her. I 
think honestly she must have been 
owned by someone fire because 

she wants so much love and atten-
tion that she knew that when she 
found people, she was safe. So 
she is very much fitting in with the 
family.”

Ludlow Animal Control is a 
town-run Animal Control. They oc-
casionally have pets to foster and 
adopt.

Rather than buying, the group 
encourages people to adopt a dog, 
adopt a cat, adopt a puppy or adopt 
a kitten at their local animal shelter, 
SPCA, humane society or pet res-
cue group.

The Official Ludlow Animal 
Control may be reached by email 
here animalcontrol@ludlow.ma.us 
or by phone here (413) 583-5600.

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
SPRING PLANTING!

Specials April 10 – April 16

 Smiling Pretty
Pansies & Violas
Cold Weather Tolerant
Pots, Bowls, Packs & Hanging Baskets

Spring Blooming 
Trees & Shrubs

Vegetable Plants 
Locally Grown

Onions, Lettuce, 
Cabbage, Broccoli 

& More!

Forsythia, Rhododendrons, 
Dogwood, Azalea & MORE!

Spring Bloomers
Creeping Phlox, Columbine, 

Winter Rose Helleborus, 
Bleeding Heart, Dianthus

Perennial Plants
For The Garden That Blooms 

Year After Year

Cold Weather Tolerant

The Dirt On Dirt
20% OFF SOILS

Coast of Maine 
Organic Soils

Mixes For Indoor 
& Outdoor Planting

Fafard Soils For 
Gardens & Containers

Hoffman Specialty Soil 
Mixes & Amendments

African Violet, 
Cactus & Orchid Mixes

Sweet Red Peppers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99 lb.

Fresh Green Beans. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.49 lb.

Grape Tomatoes Pint Size. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .2 for $4
Seedless Hot House Cucumbers. . . . . .2 for $3
Yellow and Zucchini Squash. . . . . . . . $1.49 lb.

Honeycrisp Apples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.99 lb.

Cantaloupes Extra Large Size. . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.99 ea.

Boar’s Head Deluxe Ham. . . . . . . . . . . . $10.99 lb.

Boar’s Head Lacey Swiss Cheese. . . $10.99 lb.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

Estate Planning

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Ludlow Self Storage
50% OFF 
Your 1st Month’s Rent
With This Coupon
(For New Customers Only) 

ludlowselfstorage.com
291 Moody St., Ludlow, MA

413-800-6022

LOWEST 
PRICES IN 
THE AREA!

Maple, a former long-term stay, is happy to be in her 
new comfortable home.

Maple and new friend Echo patiently looking out the window for even more 
furry friends.

Maple has been making headlines as a dog who brings a 
smile to everyone who meets her.
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— The calendar is 
packed with many fitness programs, 
entertainment, education sessions, 
and more. Reserve a lunch in the 
Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by 
calling a day in advance at 413-583-
3564 (call Friday for lunch on Mon-
day). 

For full program and activity de-
scriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for 

items with*

Thursday, April 11
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:30 a.m. Sen. Oliveira Office 

Hour 
10:30 a.m. Friends of the Center 

Meeting
1 p.m. Mahjong 
1:30 p.m. Chair Volleyball Hub-

bard Mem. Library
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, April 12
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Fitness Advisor Appoint-

ments*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
10 a.m. Country Bank Info
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Health Bones & Balance 

Class*
1 p.m. Magic Class

Monday, April 15
Center Closed for Patriots Day

Tuesday, April 16 
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
10:30 a.m. Mindful Meditation
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks   
1 p.m. Western Dance Class
1 p.m. Brown Bag*
1 p.m. Better Together*

1:30 p.m. Spring Fling Dance
4:30 p.m. Power Pump Class
4:30 p.m. “Souper” Supper 
5 p.m. Barbie the Movie (2023)
5 p.m. Trivia

Wednesday, April 17
8 a.m. Garden Club
9 a.m. Ceramics 
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10 a.m. Opera Appreciation
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-

ance Class*
1 p.m. Movie: Barbie the Movie 

Teidi GHhhey (2023)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*
4:30 p.m. COA Board meeting

Thursday, April 18
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos 
1 p.m. Mahjong 
2 p.m. Writers Block*
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer 
Boot Camp, Healthy Bones & Bal-
ance, Foot Care, and other programs 
as noted by calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 

8 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 
7 a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the 
parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, April 11: Tuna Salad/

Macaroni Salad/Roll
Friday, April 12:  Pepperoni Pizza/

Small Salad
Monday, April 15: Center Closed 

for Patriots Day
Tuesday, April 16: American 

Chop Suey/Vegetable
Wednesday, April 17: Chicken a la 

King/Rice/Broccoli
Thursday, April 18: Birthday 

Lunch! Stuffed Shells/Caesar Salad

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 
calling a day ahead. Call Friday to re-
serve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients 
at 413-583-3564.

Follow us on Facebook ludlowma250

Visit us at Ludlowma250.org

Upcoming Events!
To register for any events

Monday, May 27th
Be A Part Of The Parade! 

Sign up your organization or business today. 
Contact ludlow250parade@gmail.com

Ludlow 250th Golf 
Tournament Fundraiser

Memorial Day Parade

Saturday, June 15th
Volunteer! 

We need YOU to help out at the picnic or parade. 
Join The Parade! 

All are welcome: athletic clubs, businesses, 
civic organizations, service members, veterans and
youth groups. Email: ludlow250parade@gmail.com 

or contact Bruce Durand at 413-547-8998

250th Celebration Block 
Party Picnic & Parade

Saturday, May 18
4 Person Scramble 
at Westover Municipal Golf Course

Team Total: $500. Registration due by April 26.
Send team name, contact person, contact person’s email 

and phone, and the four participants names to:
ludlowma250@gmail.com along with a check made out to: 

Ludlow 250th Golf Tournament, 488 Chapin St., Ludlow, MA 01056
For more information call Paul Chrzan: 413-636-1527 

or Linda Colette 413-427-3072. 
For a sponsorship opportunity, please contact 

ludlowma250@gmail.com. Visit us at ludlowma250.org.
Sponsors: PeoplesBank, Mercedes-Benz of Springfield, 

Luso Federal Credit Union, Randall’s Farm, 
Pioneer Valley Financial, 97.7 FM and Country Bank

Saturday, April 20th, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
LUDLOW HIGH SCHOOL – SELL YOUR STUFF

1 parking space size $20, 2 parking spaces $35. 
Rain date Sunday, April 21. Registration form on our website

Tag Sale!

Saturday, May 25th, 10am-noon
Ages K-5th. Decorate your bike, trike, wagon, etc. 

Prizes awarded! Parade starts at the Mill Clock Tower, travels 
down River Walk, ends at Iron Duke parking lot. Randall’s 

will be serving cups of ice cream to all registered participants.

Kids Bike Parade
and Bike Rodeo 

Providing estate planning and probate administration, including:

Administration and
probate of estates

Health care proxies and
powers of attorney

Guardianships
and conservatorships

www.legacycounsellors.com

Wills, family trusts,
and life estate deeds
Life insurance trusts 

and special needs trusts
Planning for

retirement benefits

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

Community Newspaper
ADVERTISINGWorks!Works!
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2133 Boston Road, Wilbraham
Reservations Recommended  413.271.1208

Open Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. & Sat. 11am-10pm • Sun. 12-8pm

Via Via AppiaAppia
LIVE 

MUSIC
Friday, 4.12 • Fred Marion

Saturday, 4.13 • Luther
Friday, 4.19 • Luther

Saturday, 4.20 • Brad Shepard

Experience the 
Soul of Italy 

with the freshest 
ingredients, 

traditional recipes, 
homemade pasta 

and desserts. 

Dinner Specials
Every Friday

and Saturday

To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit hubbardlibrary.
org, or call (413) 583-3408. Weath-
er-related announcements for outdoor 
events will be made on the library’s 
Facebook page the morning of the pro-
gram.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, 
TH, 9-8, S 9-1. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

For All Ages

National Book Week Favorite 
Book-a-thon April 8 - 13. All ages. 
Fill out a bookstack page (available in 
the library) with the titles of your ten 
all-time favorite books & hand it in any 
time this week to win a prize; adults 
will win a raffle ticket for a local author 
prize basket, teens & children will win 
a free book.

Summer Safety, Wednesday, April 
17, 10:00 a.m.

Get prepared for summer! Town 
Nurse, Angela, will be here giving tips 
for staying safe this summer. All ages 
are welcome! Please sign up on our 
website or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408.

Sarah Clay and the StarCats: 
“Blue Skies”, Thursday, April 18, 
6:00 p.m.

Celebrate Jazz Appreciation Month! 
Each year, Sarah Clay and the StarCats 
create a new themed concert that is 
both entertaining and informative. All 
ages are welcome. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling the circula-
tion desk at 413-583-3408.

Free Tech Help Call us at 413-
583-3408x114 to book an hour long 
appointment.  We can help you with 
your laptop, smartphone, or tablet. By 
appointment only, please no drop-ins.

Free Streaming Services Avail-
able! Use your Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary library card to access our stream-
ing services, Hoopla & Kanopy. They’re 
compatible with Android, Apple, Roku, 
AppleTV, Chromecast, and more. If you 
are a Ludlow resident with a Hubbard 
Memorial Library library card and the 
Libby app, you’ve already got access 
to Kanopy in the app! Hoopla provides 
movies, TV shows, music, eAudiobooks 
& eBooks, while Kanopy focuses on 
films, TV shows, and documentaries. 
Both have a version for kids. Why pay 
for a streaming service when you can 
get two for free with your library card?

For Adults

Mass Center for the Book Month-
ly Reading Challenge

Each month, you’ll be challenged to 
read a book based on a chosen theme. 
January’s challenge is a book you read 
years ago that you may feel different-

ly about now.  Those who participate 
will be entered to win a free book! For 
more information and to sign up, please 
visit massbook.org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, ev-
ery Thursdays until June 27, 1:30 
p.m.

Have some fun this winter by join-
ing us for chair volleyball! No running 
or jumping required. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling the circula-
tion desk at 413-583-3408. Walk-ins 
are welcome.

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting, 
last Thursday of the month (April 
25), 6:30 p.m.

Join us for this month’s Happy 
Hour Book Club meeting! You can pick 
up a copy of the book at the circulation 
desk. 

 Who picked this book? Book 
Club Meeting, first Thursday of the 
month (May 2), 3:30 p.m.

Join us for this month’s Who picked 
this book? Book Club meeting! You 
can pick up a copy of the book at the 
circulation desk. 

How to Use the New Library Cat-
alog, Wednesday, April 10, 11:00 a.m.

Did you know the library catalog 
changed in March? Learn how to navi-
gate the new one, sign into your library 
account, place holds, and more! This 
class is limited to 4 people. Please call 
Olivia at 413-583-3408x114 to sign up.

The True Story of the Lincoln As-
sassination: The Nest That Hatched 
Evil, Thursday, April 11, 6:30 p.m.

Many of the commonly-held myths 
about the murder of our 16th President 
are utterly false. Although assassin 
John Wilkes Booth fired the gun that 
killed the President, there were many 
fingers on that trigger. Join Honorable 
Dennis J. Curran, Justice Massachu-
setts Superior Court (Ret.), as he thrills 
us with the story of Lincoln’s assassi-
nation and the conspiracies surround-
ing the murder. Please sign up on our 
website or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408.

Planning for Medicare, Wednes-
day, April 24, 1:30 p.m.

Presented by Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Massachusetts, this informa-
tive presentation will cover topics like 
COBRA, Medigap, Medicare Advan-
tage, programs available to early retir-
ees, and more. Please sign up on our 
website or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408.

Painting on Canvas, Thursday, 
April 25, 6:30 p.m.

Explore the world of vibrant col-
ors, unleash your creativity, and em-
brace the beauty of negative space. No 
brushes required, just a flair for origi-
nality and a passion for self-expression. 
During this hands-on workshop, you’ll 
discover the art of tape resistance and 

create an abstract, angular masterpiece 
on a 10” x 10” stretched canvas us-
ing acrylics and tape. For adults only. 
Please sign up on our website or by 
calling the circulation desk at 413-583-
3408.

For Teens

Nintendo Switch Night, every oth-
er Tuesday (not 4/16), 4/30) 6:00-7:45 
p.m. 

Play Mario Kart, Smash Bros, or 
other Nintendo Switch games. For 6th-
12th graders, space is limited to 16 
people, please register.

Anime Club, Tuesdays 4:00-5:30 
p.m. Meet each week to watch & talk 
about anime, eat snacks, & try out your 
cosplay. The group decides what to 
watch each week. (Does not meet April 
16). Please register.

Youth Crochet Club, Every other 
Tuesday (4/9 & 4/23, 5/7, 5/21, 6/4, 
6/18), 5:00-6:00 p.m. For ages 10 & 
up. For beginners up to experienced 
crocheters, supplies provided or bring 
your own. Please register.

The ‘Fellowship of the Pag-
es’ Book Discussion Group, Every 
Thursday, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Meet each 
week to discuss books, eat snacks, play 
games, and make friends. This month 
the group is reading “ The Storm Run-
ner” by Jennifer Cervantes, copies are 
available in the Youth Room. Registra-
tion preferred 

Dungeons & Dragons High 
School Adventure Ensemble, Fri-
days 2:30-4:30 p.m. This group is for 
experienced high school players; the 
group is currently full but you can sign 
up now to be part of the summer cam-
paign. Please register.

“Read Between the Lines” High 
School Book Group, April 26, 3:00-
4:00 p.m. Book chat and snacks for 
ages 14 & up. This month’s book is 
“The Outsiders” by S.E. Hinton; copies 
of the book are available in the Youth 
Room. Registration preferred.

For Children & Teens

Pokemon Club, Mondays 3:30-
5:00 p.m.  For 8 & up. Trading, duel-
ing, & gaming on handhelds, phones, 
or Nintendo Switch. Please have your 
name on everything you bring to the 
club. Please register.

Massachusetts Children’s Book 
Award Book Group for 4th-6th 
Grade, Thursday,  April 11, 6:00-
6:45 p.m. 4th-6th graders across the 
state are the ones to decide who wins 
this award after reading at least 5 of 
the nominated books. Everyone who 
has read at least 5 of the books by April 
11th can come to our ice cream party 
and cast their vote, and will be featured 

in an article in the Register! Please 
register.

Roblox Club, Fridays 3:30-4:45 
p.m. Meet new friends or play with 
old ones while playing Roblox. For 
ages 8+.

Minecraft Club, Saturdays, 
11:00 a.m.-12:45 p.m. Minecraft 
players of all skill levels can bring 
their own devices, or may use one of 
the library’s eight computers to build, 
play & create. For upper elementary & 
up. Drop-in.

Movie and Craft: Trolls Band 
Together, Saturday, April 27, 10:00 
a.m. Rated PG Watch Trolls Band To-
gether, free snack provided and then 
stay after to make a cute troll craft. 
Drop in. 

For Children

Daily Drop-In Crafts, All ages. 
DIY crafts available in the Youth 
Room Daily.  New craft each week.

Storytime for 3-5 year olds, Mon-
days 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Does 
not meet April 8 or 15. A five-week 
series of stories, songs, & games relat-
ing to the theme of space, tailored for 
3-5 year olds, with a craft & snack at 
the end. Please register.

Sing With Me, Tuesdays 10:30-
11:00 a.m. For ages 0-5. Does not 
meet April 16. Join Youth Services Li-
brarian July for 30 minutes of favorite 
children’s songs & movement.  Drop-
in.

Design Your Own Kite, Tuesday, 
April 16, 1:00 p.m. 2nd grade and 
up. Design and decorate and then as-
semble your kite from a kit, under the 
guidance of Mary Beth Silva artist and 
LPS educator. Please register. 

Storytime for 2-3 year olds, 
Wednesdays 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
Does not meet April 17. A five-week 
series of stories, songs, & games relat-
ing to the theme of space, tailored for 
2-3 year olds, with a craft & snack at 
the end. Please register.

Lego Build Challenge, Wednes-
days 12:00-5:00 p.m. Pull a Lego 
Build Challenge Card and try to build 
it with the library’s Legos, or free 
build just for fun. All creations will be 
put on display in the Youth Room for 
the week. Drop-in.

Story Art, Wednesday, April 10, 
3:30 p.m. Ages 4-6 A storybook in-
troduces and inspires a fun, gently ed-
ucational hand-on creative art project. 
Sponsored by Pathways for Parents 
CFCE. Please register. 

Homeschooler Storytime: True 
Tales, Wednesdays 12:00 p.m.-12:45 
p.m. Does not meet April 17. For ages 
5-8. A fun, gently educational story-

What’s Happening at Hubbard Memorial Library?

 LUDLOW— Valley Opportuni-
ty Council will host an grand reopen-
ing event for its WIC office in Ludlow, 
closed since the COVID pandemic, on 
Wednesday, April 10,  from 10 a.m. to 
noon, at 14 Chestnut Pl.

The event will feature snacks, activi-
ties and a raffle, and will provide infor-
mation to the community about available 
resources offered through the WIC pro-
gram. The Ludlow WIC office has been 
closed since the COVID pandemic.

WIC is a nutrition program that pro-
vides healthy foods, nutrition educa-
tion, breastfeeding support and referrals 
to healthcare and other services free of 
charge to qualified Massachusetts fam-
ilies. WIC serves low- to moderate-in-

come people in critical stages of growth 
and development.

VOC encourages those who live and 
work in Ludlow and surrounding areas to 
drop in and learn about the WIC program 
and resources that may be available to 
them, such as personalized nutrition edu-
cation and counseling, breastfeeding sup-
port, and a WIC card to redeem at partic-
ipating grocery stores and pharmacies for 
nutritious foods, infant formula and baby 
foods. WIC can also provide referrals to 
other healthcare and social service agen-
cies.

Those seeking more information 
about VOC’s WIC program can also visit 
VOC’s website, ValleyOpp.com.

Ludlow WIC opens April 10

Please see HUBBARD LIBRARY, Page 14

HAVE SOMETHING TO SHARE?
Send your stories and photos to  mgusmao@turley.com
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OPINION

When should my wife 
claim her Social 
Security benefit?

Dear Rusty 
I just saw an article which said that cer-

tain spousal options were going away, but 
there are still good options for when a spouse 
can claim. I am filing for my Social Securi-
ty to start in October when I turn 70. My 
wife’s Full Retirement Age is in December, 
and she now plans to file then for half of 
what my FRA benefit would have been (our 
original plan was for both to file in August). 
My wife’s main reason for delaying until her 
FRA is to lock her into my maximum bene-
fit if she has to someday change to Survivor’s 
Benefit. Will this be gone for us? Neither of 
us was born before Jan. 1, 1954. Please ad-
vise. Signed: Planning for Both

Dear Planning
I expect that the article you refer to was 

speaking of the option to claim only a spou-
sal benefit first and allow one’s personal SS 
retirement benefit to grow. That option was 
available only to those who were born before 
1954 and had reached full retirement age. As 
you now know that option is not available to 
you. 

Assuming your wife’s highest benefit en-
titlement will be as your spouse, your current 
strategy – you claim your maximum benefit 
to start in October at age 70 and your wife 
starts her benefit in December at her FRA  is 
a good one which will yield the maximum 
possible monthly benefit for both of you. But 
for clarity, your wife’s survivor benefit as 
your widow has nothing to do with when she 
claims her spouse benefits now.  

The only thing which will affect your 
wife’s benefit as your surviving spouse is 
her age when she claims the survivor bene-
fit. If she has already reached her FRA of 66 
years and 8 months when you pass, she will 
get 100% of the amount you were receiving 
when you died, instead of the smaller spou-
sal amount she was receiving while you were 
living. Her survivor benefit would only be 
less than 100% of yours if she claimed it be-
fore reaching her full retirement age (which, 
of course, we hope would not to be the case).  

Just so you have the complete picture, 
your wife could, if desired, claim her Social 
Security to start at the same time as you in 
October but, since that would be earlier than 
her FRA, the amount she would get would be 
less than 50% of your FRA entitlement. Her 
spouse benefit would be reduced by 0.694% 
for each month earlier than her FRA it starts. 

For example, if your wife starts her 
spousal benefit in October when your ben-
efit starts, she will get about 98.6% of the 
amount she would get if she waited until De-
cember to start her benefits. That’s a perma-
nent reduction, so if your wife’s life expec-
tancy is at least average about 87, it’s likely 
still wisest for her to wait until her FRA to 
start benefits. But in any case, when your 
wife claims her spousal benefit now will have 
no effect on the survivor benefit she will get 
as your future widow. 

The Association Mature Citizens Founda-
tion and its staff are not affiliated with or en-
dorsed by the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. This article 
is intended for information purposes and does 
not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the Association Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the Nation-
al Social Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

GUEST COLUMN The

REGISTER

GUEST COLUMN

Transplanting your 
homegrown seedlings

I bet there are a few garden enthusiasts 
out there with seedlings up and growing in-
doors.  

My tomatoes are just poking through, 
but my peppers are ready for transplanting. 
Why transplant you ask? It’s important that 
we give our young plants room to spread 
out!  

If seeds were sown in rows, chances are 
that several seedlings have sprouted and are 
now growing within a close proximity to 
one another. They are competing for nutri-
ents and moisture. 

Even if two seeds were sown in a single 
cell of a six-pack and both germinated, they 
too are competing with one another in that 
tiny of a space. So, if we want garden center 
quality seedlings, we must transplant them 
to their own cell or small pot.

You know a seedling is ready for 
transplant when it has its “true leaves,” 
not the cotyledon leaves that were first 
to sprout from the seed, but those that 
come right after.  At this point in growth 
plant roots aren’t tangled up and therefore 
transplant shock can be kept to a mini-
mum.

Although the seedlings may be tiny and 
appear fragile, transplanting them is quite 
simple. 

First, take a wooden plant label or dull 
butter knife and “cut” into the row of seed-
lings. Then, use your implement “spatu-
la-style” to remove a small cluster of plants 
from the bottom up.  

I always tell folks to “think brownies!” 

Be careful to get as many roots as you can.  
Once you’ve done this it is time to sepa-

rate them from one another. Gently pull on a 
leaf, not the stem, to pry them apart.  

Think of it this way:  the plant has two 
leaves but only one stem. If it should snap, 
that’s it! Leaves on the other hand, can and 
will be replaced if accidentally torn off.

Individual seedlings can be planted in 
small containers or cell packs filled with 
soilless growing medium. We steer clear of 
garden soil because of the pathogens and 
weed seeds it may contain as well as its ten-
dency not to drain very well.  

Soilless mix is sterile, and has the ability 
to retain moisture yet drain freely- just what 
the young seedling needs as it grows addi-
tional roots and top growth.  

Make a hole in the moistened growing 
medium with your finger, a pencil or wood-
en dibble. Insert the seedling to the correct 
depth then firm around it with your fingers.  

Most are transplanted to the same depth 
they were growing in the pack. 

One exception is tomatoes; they can be 
buried deeper than they started out. This is 
because tomatoes have the ability to make 
roots along the length of their stem.   

Another exception are marigolds. More 
roots mean healthier shoots!  

Water the transplants well with a gentle 
spray.  They can now be put back under the 
artificial lights you’ve rigged up.  

Continue to keep the lights within inches 
of the plants for the stockiest growth. Or, if 
you’re lucky enough to have a sunroom or 
hobby greenhouse, the seedlings will thrive 
there!  

Shade them from direct sun for a few 
days after transplant to prevent wilting. 
Soon the roots will recover from the shock 
of transplant and will again be able to sus-
tain the plant.   

Night time temperatures can dip as low 
as 50 degrees for most plants. In fact, low-
er night temps will help to ensure the stocky 
specimen we desire. 

Fertilize with half-strength liquid plant 
food every 10 days to two weeks. Begin to 
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 250 words from local residents endors-
ing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to mharrison@
turley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes 
(it will not be printed). Letters must be re-
ceived by noon Monday to be considered 

for that Thursday’s newspaper. No attack 
letters will be printed. No letters written by 
candidates supporting their own candida-
cy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available 
in the newspaper, or if the letters become 
repetitive, the newspaper reserves the 
right to print a representative sample. No 
endorsement letters will be printed in the 
last edition before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state Sen-
ate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In or-
der to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further pub-
licize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

Election letters policy

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Please see GARDEN, Page 7
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BELCHERTOWN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

SCHOOL CHOICE PROGRAM
2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR

The Belchertown Public School District is now accepting applications for 
the following School Choice openings for the 2024-2025 school year: 

The Belchertown Public Schools combine innovation and tradition to 
provide positive educational experiences for all of our students through 
quality programs, dynamic teaching and healthy relationships.

The deadline for submitting a complete application is 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, May 10, 2024.

The selection of non-resident students for admission will be in the form of 
a random drawing when the number of requests exceeds the number of 
available spaces.   There will be two drawings for this purpose.  The first 
will take place on May 10, 2024, and in the event of unexpected additional 
openings, a second drawing will be conducted on August 9, 2024.

The application and guidelines can be downloaded at 
www.belchertownps.org 

or picked up at 14 Maple St., Belchertown, MA 01007.  

The Belchertown School District does not discriminate in the admission of any 
child on the basis of age, sex, gender identity, race, religion, color, national 

origin, sexual orientation or ancestry, athletic performance, physical handicap, 
special need, academic performance, disability or proficiency in the English 

language in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

Grade K                       7

Grade 1                      10

Grade 2                       6

Grade 4                       3 

Grade 5                       5

Grade 6                         2 

Grade 7                         10  

Grade 8                         10  

Grade 9                         5  

Grade 10                       5  

Healing Racism Institute appoints Interim Director
Rev. Dr. Terrlyn Curry Avery 
to lead Initiative

SPRINGFIELD — The Healing 
Racism Institute today announced the 
appointment of The Rev. Dr. Terrlyn L. 
Curry Avery as Interim Director of the 
initiative, succeeding Vanessa Otero, 
who served on the HRI Board before 
being appointed its Executive Director. 
Otero left HRI in February to pursue oth-
er opportunities in the community.

Dr. Curry Avery is recognized as a 
trailblazer at the intersection of pastor-
ing and psychology. She currently serves 
as the pastor of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Community Presbyterian Church in 
Springfield and will serve in the Interim 
Director position on a part-time basis 
while she continues to minister. 

She holds a Bachelor of Science De-
gree from Howard University, a Master 
of Divinity from Yale University, and a 
Ph.D. from Hofstra University.

Dr. Curry Avery is a public speaker, 
author and retreat leader recognized for 
her grounded approach in bridging racial 

divides in institutions and communities 
while promoting racial equity. 

HRI is engaged in the process of 
identifying a permanent director for the 
over decade- old initiative that offers 
intensive two-day Healing Racism sem-
inars as well as an online program de-
signed around the principles of safety, 
listening, and transformation in a healing 
process. Since its inception over 1,000 
individuals have participated in HRI’s 
signature two-day program or its multi-
ple-session virtual series.

According to Healing Racism Insti-
tute Board Chair Modesto Montero, “On 
behalf of the HRI Board I welcome Dr. 
Curry Avery. She is grounded in the work 
of racial healing and has experience in 
creating spaces for people to recognize 
the impact that racism has on all of us. 
She has a distinguished history of doing 
transformative work in the field and she 
will be a great asset to HRI as we contin-
ue these difficult conversations and this 
critical work.”

According to Dr. Curry Avery, “I am 
passionate about the work of racial equi-
ty and social justice. I’ve been engaged 

in this work since the early 90s and con-
sider it my honor to continue the legacy 
of my ancestors who were committed to 
making the world more loving, peace-
ful, and equitable for all of humanity. 
Serving as the Interim Executive Direc-
tor of HRI affords me the opportuni-
ty to expand my sphere of influence in 
this area and join a team of individuals 
who recognize that we are all intercon-
nected and when one group of individ-
uals hurts, it impacts all other groups. I 
am excited to join this dedicated team of 
advocates.”

Dr. Curry Avery has hosted a radio 
program “Dismantle Racism with the 
Rev. Dr. TLC,” and is the author of Dis-
mantling Racism: Healing Separation 
from the Inside Out.

HRI hosts public in-person and virtu-
al seminars and also private seminars and 
programs for interested organizations or 
companies. Its signature two-day in-per-
son seminar, held from 8:30am-4:30pm 
each day, is held at Springfield Technol-
ogy Park, and its virtual series consists of 
five two-hour sessions.

Upcoming two-day in-person semi-

nars include April 24 and April 25; May 
22 and May 23; and June 27 and June 28. 
Virtual series dates will be forthcoming.

The cost for the two-day program is 
$475 and those interested can register 
at www.healingracismpv.org/seminars.  
Scholarships are available to those with 
financial need. The Healing Racism In-
stitute was formed in 2012 by a group of 
local leaders and is modeled after similar 
programs that have been established na-
tionwide including an Institute in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, which has served as a 
model for the local initiative.

The Healing Racism Institute works 
to build racism-free communities. 
Founded in 2012, HRI has engaged 
over 1,000 individuals and 200 organi-
zations across nearly 20 sectors through 
its signature two-day seminars held in 
the Pioneer Valley and in Greater Bos-
ton, and through its Virtual Series. The 
Institute provides a safe environment 
to learn about the impact of racism on 
communities and individuals and offers a 
process that is engaging and transforma-
tive. Learn more at https://www.healin-
gracismpv.org/. 

“harden-off” your transplants a couple of 
weeks prior to putting in the ground. 

Thus far they have been kept in a care-
fully controlled environment. Planting 
them without a period of acclimatization 
may mean disaster!   

Place them outdoors in a shady spot 
protected from the wind for only a few 
hours each day. As the days progress keep 
them out longer and increase their expo-
sure to bright sun and wind.  

Don’t forget to water during this pro-

cess, but forgo all fertilizer. 
With less than two months to go until 

the danger of frost is officially passed, our 
home grown seedlings won’t have long to 
wait, and neither will we!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years 
she has held the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with “Gardening Ques-
tion” in the subject line.  

GARDEN from Page 6

the school was able to find level service 
funding for the next fiscal year.

“They found $1.3 million to get them 
to level funding at, I think it was 3%,” 
Rosenblum said. “I’d like to congratulate 
them on that.”

Rosenblum speculated that $400,000 
may have been found in a revolving fund 
related to ESSER funding, and said that 
this raises some questions about the de-
partment’s funds and how they are being 
allocated.

“This is nothing towards their board 
or the school department in general,” 
Rosenblum said. “I’m cautious about 

next year. It’s level-funded this year, 
what’s it going to be next year? That 
question I did see come up from one of 
their School Committee members, which 
is a valid question.”

Rosenblum clarified that when he 
described “level services,” he was refer-
ring to the school’s funding needs in or-
der to offer the same level of service as 
the previous year. This budget regularly 
increases due to contractual raises and 
the cost of materials and services.

“Apparently there was a good 
amount of teachers that were let go in 
certain positions last year, but they gave 
back $300,000,” Rosenblum said.

“The question that always comes 
up, and I’m going to say this loud and 

clear,” Rosenblum said, “everyone 
looks at our board and says ‘give the 
schools money, give the schools mon-
ey,’ but no one asks ‘how do they spend 
it?’”

Rosenblum said that there are plans 
in the new charter being written by the 
Charter Committee to make the Presi-
dent of Town Council sit on the School 
Committee as a member for increased 
transparency.

Selectman James Gennette asked 
if the back and forth with the School 
Committee about the budget and the po-
tential of losing teachers was “staged” 

in order to get the community fired up.
“We want to do great things with 

the school,” Gennette said. “But if 
it’s a big shell game, how are we sup-
posed to trust the school? We want to 
work with you, but at the same time if 
you’re shifty like this, then how are we 
supposed to just accept what you’re re-
questing?”

The Selectmen approved a change in 
Directors for the Country Club, and ac-
cepted Ben Ferris as the new Director. 
Tony Tavares will be Bar Manager, and 
will hold the license for both the bar 
and the shack, according to Ferris.

SELECTMEN from Page 1

as the Interim Principal until June 30,” 
Tiano wrote to the school community on 
April 5.

The school chief said that, follow-
ing vetting of candidates for the perma-
nent principal’s position at Baird Middle 

School, public interviews would occur 
next month, and that the current hope is 
to fill the job by Memorial Day.

A request made by The Register to the 
school district about whether Knowles is 
currently on paid or unpaid leave, to pro-
vide her present salary, and some expla-
nation for her departure; had not been ful-
filled at the time of publication. 

PRINCIPAL from Page 1

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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IN THE CLASSROOM

Baystate Wing Hospital Auxiliary seeks scholarship applicants
PALMER – The Baystate Wing Hospi-

tal Auxiliary is making scholarship appli-
cations available for the 2023-24 academic 
year. 

The Auxiliary will award scholarships 
of $1,000 to seniors graduating from 
Belchertown, Ludlow, Monson, Palmer, 
Pathfinder, Minnechaug, and Ware High 
Schools who are pursuing higher educa-

tion in a healthcare field. The students will 
be chosen based on their academic excel-
lence, volunteer efforts and related com-
munity service, work experience, and ded-
ication to their goals.

Applications and instructions for com-
pleting the application forms are available 
in each school’s guidance department and 
must be completed and submitted by April 

12. The Auxiliary Scholarship Committee 
will select student recipients and recom-
mend them to the Auxiliary board for final 
approval.

Throughout the years, a wide variety 
of healthcare fields have been represented 
by area students who have received these 
scholarships, including premedical, dental 
hygiene, health system management, nurs-
ing, pharmacy, and radiology.

“Growing careers in healthcare is now 
more important than ever,” said Evelyn 
Glabicky, president of the Baystate Wing 
Auxiliary in a press release. “We are so 
proud when we hear from our former 
scholarship recipients who are now pro-
viding healthcare throughout the region 

and Massachusetts.”
For over 65 years, the Auxiliary has 

been actively supporting Baystate Wing 
Hospital through its sponsorship of special 
events and management of the gift shop. 
This diverse group of women and men in-
cludes teachers, nurses, and business own-
ers, both young and retirees, who live in 
many different communities and are unit-
ed by a shared commitment to support the 
mission of the hospital.

“We are thankful to the Auxiliary 
members for their continued commit-
ment and support to our hospital and the 
many communities we serve,” said Teresa 
Grove, philanthropy officer for Baystate 
Health’s Eastern Region.

Pathfinder mathematics teacher scores national recognition
By Harrison Giza

Staff Writer
hgiza@turley.com

PALMER - Each school year, Na-
tional Life Group receives hundreds of 
nominations across the United States 
from members of school districts hoping 
to secure a spot for the LifeChanger of 
the Year award.

This year, an anonymous party nom-
inated Pathfinder Vocational Technical 
High School Mathematics Department 
Head, Joshua Dusza for the opportunity.

“He teaches students that every prob-
lem has a solution, both in the classroom 
and throughout their lives,” the anony-
mous nominator stated.

Brand Affinity Manager, Camil-
la Williams, had positive things to say 
about the Mathematics Department 
head.

“National Life Group is thrilled 
to honor Joshua Dusza of Pathfinder 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School as a LifeChanger of the Year 
nominee,” said Williams. “Joshua 
doesn’t just teach math, he also strives 
to inspire his students and to make a 

positive im-
pact on their 
lives, both in 
and out of the 
c l a s s r o o m . 
We created 
Li feChang-
er of the 
Year to rec-
ognize and 
reward kin-
dergarten and 
12th grade 
teachers and 
school em-

ployees, like 
Joshua, who 
go above and 
beyond to 
make a differ-

ence.”
Winners are chosen by a selection 

committee comprised of former winners 
and teaching professionals. All nomi-
nees must be K-12 teachers or long-term 
school district employees.

To even be considered, here are the 
six rules to each nominee must embody: 
1.) be able to make a positive impact in 

the lives of students, 2.) Enhance their 
school or district’s atmosphere, culture 
and pride, 3.) Demonstrate exemplary 
leadership at the school and or district 
level, 4.) possess a proven record of 
professional excellence, 5.) show com-
mitment to building a nurturing envi-
ronment that supports learning, and 6.) 
adhere to the highest moral and ethical 
standards in the current year.

Caitlin Sabourin, who works for the 
organization, is a big help putting to-
gether these events. She notes that ano-
nymity is key to the Lifechanger of the 
Year awards.

“There are a few anonymous nomi-
nations within our program,” said Sab-
ourin. “We keep this option to allow for 
privacy, that way anyone can submit a 
nomination.”

LifeChanger of the Year is spon-
sored and run by National Life Group, 
an organization with over 175-year-old 
financial services company that serves 
kindergarten to 12th grade educators 
nationwide. Along with their distribu-
tion partners, National LifeGroup strives 
to focus on helping school employees 
retire with dignity. The program itself 

was created to shine a light on the field 
of education, celebrate adverse array of 
school employees, and provide those ed-
ucational members with any and all re-
sources they may need to succeed while 
in the classroom and beyond its doors.

“We do this in several ways,” said 
Sabourin. “Providing grants to nonprof-
it and educational organizations, giving 
our employees 40 hours of paid volun-
teer time annually, sponsoring events, 
and offering in-kind donations. We also 
support mental health and wellness pro-
grams for kindergarten to 12th grade 
students and returning school employ-
ees.”

National Life Group’s charitable 
arm, the National Life Group Founda-
tion, also provides cash prizes through 
their LifeChanger of the Year program. 
Since its inception in early 2006, the 
goal of the National Life Group Foun-
dation has been to build solid connec-
tions and do good in the communities in 
which they live and work.

There will be 17th individual 
LifeChanger of the Year awards to be 
given out during the 2023-2024 school 
year.

Submitted photo

Mathematics 
Department Head and 
LifeChanger of the year 
nominee, Joshua Dusza.

Scholarship deadline extended
LUDLOW— The Ludlow Lions Club 

is pleased to announce that it is accept-
ing applications for the James and Mary 
O’Neil Scholarship ($40,000 paid over 
4 years), the S. Louis Marceau and the 
Paul R. Baird scholarships ($1,000 each). 
Due to difficulties with the new FAFSA 
process the deadline for the Scholarship 
applications has been extended to April 
28, 2024.

Mail applications to the Ludlow Li-
ons Club, Attn: Scholarship Committee, 
P.O. Box 72, Ludlow, MA 01056-0072.

Eligible applicants must be residents 
of Ludlow, regardless of the high school 

attended, and entering freshman year at 
an accredited college or technical school 
in the fall. The James and Mary O’Neil 
scholarship is available only to students 
who will be attending the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst campus.

Applications may be obtained from 
the Guidance Departments of Ludlow 
High School, or Pope Francis Prepara-
tory School, by using the “Scholarship” 
button on the Ludlow Lions Club Web 
page (https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/lud-
low_ma/index.php), by request at LUD-
LOWLIONS@YAHOO.COM or by con-
tacting a Ludlow Lions Club member.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Island nation
  7. Platforms
 13. Project plan
 14. French fishing port
 16. South Dakota
 17. Oakland’s baseball 

team
 19. Military policeman
 20. Ornamental stone
 22. Garland
 23. Process that 
 produces ammonia
 25. Mousses
 26. Music notation “dal 

__”
 28. Fail to win
 29. Peyton’s little 

brother
 30. Not near
 31. Some cars still 

need it
 33. Lizard genus
 34. An idiot (Brit.)
 36. Postponed
 38. African country
 40. Gazes unpleasantly

 41. In a way, traveled
 43. Ukraine’s capital
 44. Appropriate
 45. Dash
 47. Twitch
 48. Swiss river
 51. Data file with 
 computer animations
 53. City in S. Korea
 55. Particular region
 56. They have eyes and 

noses
 58. Tear
 59. Large Madagascan 

lemur
 60. Not out
 61. Ornamental saddle 

covering
 64. A driver’s license 

is one
 65. Latin term for 

charity
 67. Rechristens
 69. Objects from an 

earlier time
 70. Hindu male religious 

teachers

CLUES DOWN
  1. Used as a weapon
  2. Yukon Territory
  3. Makes a map of
  4. An established 
 ceremony prescribed 

by a religion
  5. Unnilhexium
  6. Merchant
  7. Playing the field
  8. Folk singer DiFranco
  9. Something to scratch
 10. Mexican agave
 11. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes
 12. Session
 13. North American 

people
 15. Ranches
 18. Electroencephalograph
 21. A type of compound
 24. Avenue
 26. High schoolers’ test
 27. A type of meal
 30. Gradually disappeared
 32. Ancient Frankish law 

code

 35. Popular pickup truck
 37. Buzzing insect
 38. Deal illegally
 39. Lying in the same 

plane
 42. Obstruct
 43. Related
 46. Challenge 
 aggressively
 47. Nocturnal hoofed 

animals
 49. Bird’s nests
 50. Forays
 52. __ B. de Mille, 

filmmaker
 54. Title of respect
 55. One-time name of 

Vietnam
 57. Self-immolation by 

fire ritual
 59. Private school in 
 New York
 62. Political action 
 committee
 63. A way to fashion
 66. Email reply
 68. “The Great Lake State”

Ad club scholarship now available
SOUTH HADLEY—The Adver-

tising club of Western Massachusetts 
Scholarship Committee is pleased to an-
nounce applications are now available for 
a $1,000 scholarship to be awarded to a 
deserving western Massachusetts high 
school graduate pursuing higher educa-
tion in the communication arts in 2024. 
Guidelines and application form can be 
found at www.adclubwm.org/scholar-
ships or by contacting David Cecchi, 
Scholarship Committee chairman at cec-
co@davidcecchi.com or (413) 786-3236.

Completed scholarship applications 
and all support materials must be submit-
ted to the Ad Club, postmarked by April 
15. Scholarship decisions are made by 
the Scholarship Committee of The Ad-
vertising Club of Western Massachusetts 
and are considered final. The scholarship 
will be awarded in May.

Western Massachusetts high school 
seniors who plan to attend an accredited 
college or technical school to study ad-
vertising, communications, marketing, 
or graphic design and will be attending 
school in September 2024 are encour-
aged to apply. The scholarship must be 
applied against tuition and fees at the 
school. Candidates will be judged on ac-
ademic performance, extracurricular ac-
tivities, community service and/or work 
experience, a demonstrated interest in 
advertising, communications, marketing 
or graphic design, personal recommenda-
tions, and a letter of introduction outlin-
ing future plans.

The Advertising Club promotes a tra-
dition of excellence, and with this annual 
scholarship, looks forward to making an 
important contribution to future genera-
tions of communications professionals.ANSWERS ON PAGE 12
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surgeon.
There are 24 colleges Nai-

yanan can apply to as part of 
the scholarship. She said that 
she has not made any decisions 
yet as to which school she’d like 
to go to, but noted that Rutgers 
University is one college that is 
on the list that has a good bio-
medical program.

In order to qualify for the 
scholarship, Naiyanan had to 
work as a golf caddy for two 
years and display a strong caddy 
record, as well as maintaining 
an excellent academic record, 
demonstrating financial need, 
and outstanding character. Nai-
yanan got her experience caddy-
ing at the Longmeadow Country 
Club.

“I caddy every weekend,” 
Naiyanan said. “Sometimes it 
could end early; a three-hour 
golf ends at 10 a.m., but it could 
be later like noon. What I do is 
carrying bags, handing out golf 
clubs to golfers, cleaning clubs, 
measuring yardage, lifting the 
pin, things like that. It’s a fun 
job, and I get to speak to the 

golfers, who are really nice to 
me, so it also helps with making 
connections.”

Naiyanan remembered 
caddying for lawyer Patrick 
O’Shea. “He wrote me a letter 
of recommendation to some of 
the colleges he attended,” Nai-
yanan said.

An estimated 340 caddies 
across the country are expected 
to be awarded  the Evans Schol-
arship, but Naiyanan is one of 
only four students in the state 
who received this honor.

“Usually it’s just one schol-
arship,” Naiyanan said. “The 
Evans Scholarship is the full 
tuition one. The other one, Fran-
ces Ouimet, is for caddies in the 
state. That one is not full tuition, 
it’s needs-based. They partnered 
with Evans to give me the schol-
arship.”

Naiyanan said that had she 
not received these scholarships, 
she would still try to go to col-
lege, but that it would be a lot 
harder for her.

“I would probably have to 
take out a lot of loans,” Nai-
yanan said. “As a child of an 
immigrant, I had no clue what 
to do with FAFSA. I definitely 

worry a lot less with the schol-
arship, because they have an 
educational support team to tell 
me how to do this, the process 
of going to college.”

Naiyanan took the time 
to thank the people who have 
helped her achieve this opportu-
nity.

“I definitely want to thank 
my parents,” Naiyanan said, 
“and my guidance counselor, 
Ms. Connelly and Ms. Dionne, 
and I’d like to thank my coach, 
Kurt Anderson. He’s the reason 
I got this scholarship, he told 
me about caddying and schol-
arship, and he’s always asking 
how that goes and keeping me 
updated.”

To learn more about the 
Frances Ouimet Scholarship 
Fund, visit their website at oui-
met.org. For more information 
about the Evans Scholars Foun-
dation, visit their website at 
WGAESF.org.

Submitted photo

Khruanha Naiyanan with her 
coach, Kurt Anderson, who 
encouraged her to apply for the 
scholarship.

NAIYANAN from Page 1

SOUTH HADLEY -- Pi-
oneer Valley Performing Arts 
Charter Public School defeated 
Gann Academy, the New Jew-
ish School from Waltham, to 
become State Champion of the 
Massachusetts Bar Associa-
tion’s 2024 High School Mock 
Trial Program.

In a rematch of last year’s 
state final, PVPA prevailed 
against 2023 champion Gann 
Academy at the 38th Annual 
Statewide High School Mock 
Trial Competition Final, which 
was held at the Boston Public 
Library. This year’s state title is 
PVPA’s fourth Mock Trial state 
championship.

PVPA will have the honor 
of representing Massachusetts 
at the National High School 
Mock Trial Championship to be 
held in Wilmington, Delaware, 
from May 3-4. A portion of the 
trip will be funded by a $2,500 
donation from the Massachu-
setts Bar Foundation, the phil-
anthropic partner of the Mass. 
Bar Association. The team will 
be fundraising to support the 
balance of the cost of the trip. 

Mock Trial is an interscho-
lastic competition in which 
students portray lawyers, de-
fendants and witnesses in a 
“mock” court case supplied by 
the state bar association. This 

year the teams were present-
ed with a criminal case, with 
the defendant being charged 
with larceny, burglary and fil-
ing a false police report. PVPA 
played the role of the prose-
cutor in the finals, and Gann 
Academy played the role of 
the defense. Over 100 schools 
statewide competed this year 
in a competition graded on pre-
sentation skills and knowledge 
of the law. 

PVPA has won three pre-
vious titles in 2005, 2011 and 
2012, as well as being finalists 
on nine other occasions since 
the team and school was found-
ed in 1996. PVPA is the only 

charter school to win the state 
title, as well as the only school 
from either Western or Central 
Massachusetts to lay claim to 
the state title in the 38 years of 
the competition.

PVPA’s team is coached 
by faculty members Gary 
Huggett and Assistant Coach 
Anna Furr, along with Attor-
ney Coach Mary Lou Rup (re-
tired). Coach Gary Huggett is 
justifiably proud of this year’s 
competitors, saying ‘They are 
a wonderful group of human 
beings as well as an awesome 
team.” Mr. Huggett has been 
the team’s coach since its in-
ception, and will be stepping 

down from that role after this 
year. PVPA is grateful to Gary 
for the time, talent and commit-
ment he has dedicated to this 
program and every one of his 
teams over the years.

Pioneer Valley Performing 
Arts is a Charter Public school 
enrolling 400 students from 
50+ towns primarily in Hamp-
shire, Hampden and Franklin 
counties. PVPA has a 25+ year 
history of providing a free, col-
lege-preparatory education that 
is firmly based in a commit-
ment to providing students with 
a broad exposure to the arts 
with an emphasis on creative 
and critical thinking.

Pioneer Valley Performing Arts Charter Public School Wins Mass. 
Bar Association’s 2024 Mock Trial State Championship
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Framingham State, and we met at an event like this, a 
fundraiser,” Oliveira said. “We had dinner afterwards 
and from then on, when Iw as looking for a job after 
the campaign ended, obviously he saw my last name, 
a Portuguese last name. What he didn’t tell you is that 
was the number one job requirement in his office at that 
time. So, I think I had a little bit of an advantage work-
ing for him at that point in time.”

Oliveira asked the supporters in attendance to vote 
for him again this year.

“I am again asking you humbly to if you have not 
already done so,” Oliveira said. “Sign my papers in the 
back of the room to get me on the ballot, and then in 
September for the Democratic primary, I’d appreciate 
your support and vote. Hopefully in November we are 
successful in continuing the work that we’ve started.”

Oliveira spoke about major wins he has been a part 
of; from legislature that made universal school lunch 
permanent for every child attending K - 12 schools, 
continued efforts to help healthcare workers get the fi-
nancial support they deserve, and seniors struggling to 
get the proper medication they need to function.

“But there is more work to be done,” Oliveira said. 
“We have a major economic development bill with 
projects here in Western Massachusetts that we need to 
continue to invest and build upon. To invest in our gate-
way cities like Springfield or Chicopee and in Holyoke, 
but also making sure that some of our smaller projects, 
that are in each one of our cities and towns, things like 
the Ludlow Mills, Belchertown State Schools, clean 
up for certain sites for the disastrous effects on climate 
change, we have an opportunity to invest in those pro-
grams now and at the same time make Massachusetts a 

much more affordable state 
to buy a house or place to 
live with our housing bill 
that we rewording on now.

The candidate ex-
pressed the importance of 
democracy and empha-
sized he needs his constitu-
ents to make it happen.

“Democracy is a two 
way street,” Oliveira said. 
“Without you advocat-
ing to us, we do not know 
what to fight for. We don’t 
have all the answers. It is 
about interaction and that 
is what I promise to do as 
a State Representative and 
that is what I promise to 
do as a State Senator, but I 
need your help sending me 
back there for another two 
years.”

The event was catered 
by Ludlow staple Vil-
la Rose and the recently 
opened Brazilian restau-
rant, Monster’s Den.

Interested parties that 
were not able to attend but 
still wished to support the 
campaign were suggested 
to consider making a vir-
tual contribution through a 
secure email link Oliviera’s 
team provided.

The Jake Oliveira 
Re-Election Committee 
may be reached at PO Box 
302 Ludlow, MA or email 
committeetoelectjakeo-
liveira@gmail.com.

OLIVEIRA from Page 1

Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIALSPECIAL

2 x 3 AdvertisementWe are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue.

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad
Regular Price $76.00
SPECIAL $55.00

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 22nd
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:
jwalker@turley.com

MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 

Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Congratulations
Carrie Smith
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College.

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE

Honor Your Graduate
HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

Seen here: Oliveira bolstering support for his campaign by doing what he does best, speaking from his heart.

The event was packed with a diverse array of Ludlow 
residents, all feasting on cold booze and fresh hot food.
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Please see T-BIRDS, Page 10

Please see ECLIPSE, Page 10

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

Several games and con-
tests being held outdoors on 
Monday, April 8 had their start 
times delayed or have had the 
games moved off the date com-
pletely due to the upcoming so-
lar eclipse set for the late after-
noon hours that day.

Agawam High School Ath-
letic Director Karen Gomez 
said she moved a softball game 
to later in the afternoon after 
she and other athletic directors 
received guidance from the 
Massachusetts Interscholas-
tic Athletic Association urging 
them to move events away from 
the time the eclipse is sched-
uled for.

According to the email 
from the MIAA: “On Monday, 
April 8, Massachusetts will be 
experiencing a solar eclipse 
from 2 to 4:30 p.m. You may 
already be aware of the danger 
of looking at the sun during the 
eclipse. Outdoor activity, prac-
tices, and games should be ap-
proached with extreme caution 
as unavoidable exposure to the 
harmful intensity could happen 
accidentally with extreme harm 
to athletes.”

The email did not specifi-
cally bar events from happen-
ing during that time period, but 
most of the rescheduled games 
outdoors were moved to the 5 
p.m. hour to avoid the eclipse, 
which is supposed to result in 

Eclipse 
leads to 

schedule 
reshuffling

LUDLOW – The Ludlow 
High School boys and girls 
track teams both won their sea-
son opener held last Tuesday on 
the road at Chicopee Compre-
hensive.

The girls track team had no 
trouble with the Colts, scoring a 
91-54 win in the meet. The boys 
track team absolutely dominated 
their matchup, scoring a 115.5-
29.5 win.

The track teams will not 
be seen at home at this season 
while a new turf field is being 
constructed at Ludlow High 
School. 

Ludlow was scheduled to be 
in action on Tuesday at West 
Springfield, and next face Chi-
copee following the vacation 
week on April 23 at 4 p.m.

LAVAL, QC  – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (29-33-3-2) 
witnessed history from their 
leading scorer, but an offensive 
surge from the Laval Rocket 
(32-28-6-2) was too much, as 
the home team emerged with a 
7-4 win on Saturday afternoon 
inside Place Bell.

The matinee affair doubled 
as a day at the fights in the first 
2:45 of the game, as two sep-
arate scraps elevated the tem-
perature on the two benches 
and throughout the Place Bell 
crowd. First, Sam Bitten came 
to the aid of his brother Will 
after the elder Bitten took a 
sturdy check from Tobie Bis-
son. Six seconds after Sam and 

Bisson scrapped, Brayden Guy 
made an impression in his sec-
ond Thunderbirds game as he 
scored a winning decision in a 
tussle with Laval penalty min-
ute leader Riley McKay. 

Things did not get off on 
the right foot for the T-Birds, 
as a net-mouth scramble just 
4:04 into the contest saw 
Mitchell Stephens open the 
scoring, jamming a forehander 
through Vadim Zherenko and 
giving Laval the 1-0 edge. That 
goal came moments after Zhe-
renko made a marvelous slid-
ing blocker save on a Stephens 
one-timer in the opening min-
ute.  

The Rocket and their rau-

cous crowd were hoping to 
run Springfield out of the rink 
just 3:17 later when 2023 
fifth-overall pick David Rein-
bacher stepped up in the offen-
sive zone to the right circle and 
uncorked a post-ringer under 
the bar to make it a 2-0 game 
on the rookie’s second AHL 
goal.

Despite the early stumbles, 
the T-Birds stayed with the 

program. At 11:06, with an ab-
breviated power play, Mikhail 
Abramov connected from the 
low slot off a centering feed 
from Hugh McGing, cutting 
the Laval lead in half. Ryan 
Suzuki nearly equalized the 
game  just seconds later when 
he slipped behind the defense, 
but Rocket netminder Jakub 
Dobes stood up to Suzuki with 
a sturdy blocker save.

Despite the Suzuki chance 
at Dobes’ end of the rink, 
Zherenko continued to have a 
far busier period than  the La-
val goalie. To his credit, the 
T-Birds’ second-year backstop 

Ludlow
outdoor track

 sweeps
season opener

Ludlow sweeps away 
Belchertown

BELCHERTOWN – Last Monday 
evening, Ludlow volleyball came to 
Belchertown and quickly dispatched over 
the Orioles, winning 3-0 with scores of 
25-15, 25-8, and 25-17. The Lions got 
15 kills from Anthony Shea and 28 as-
sists from Tristan Moss. Belchertown got 
eight kills each from Noah Yankson and 
Shea MacLean. Rainer Kristensen had 19 
assists.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Tristan Moss sets the ball straight up.

Ethan Love is square with the ball as he 
bumps it away.

Andrew Provost goes for a spike on the 
right side of the net.

Thomas Deroin attempts to get 
a point.

Austin Moorhouse goes for a set 
from the back line.

Anthony 
Shea reacts 

to a serve 
with a hit.

Thunderbirds suffer loss against Laval
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Calder’s five goals score huge win for Railers
WORCESTER – It is hard to separate 

the various histories that were made in 
the Railers’ 9-5 victory over Maine at the 
DCU Center Sunday afternoon but let’s 
give it a try.

The triumph came after Worcester 
had fallen behind, 4-1, early in the sec-
ond period. No Railers team in a history 
that dates back to 2017-18 had ever even 
earned a point, let alone won a game, af-
ter trailing by three goals.

Five Worcester goals were scored by 
Ashton Calder. That set a Railers record, 
established an individual league high for 
the season and was the first five-goal per-
formance by a Worcester player of any 
uniform since the IceCats’ John Carter 
scored five versus Cape Breton here on 
Jan. 4, 1995.

Do the math. It last happened 29 
years ago.

Calder also had two assists for a sev-
en-point day. That set a team record and 
tied the Worcester pro mark set by Jim 
Campbell of the IceCats on Dec. 28, 
1999 in a 9-4 victory over Saint John. He 
had three goals and four assists.

Finally, the nine goals were the most 
ever in Railers history. They had scored 
eight four times before including Satur-
day night.

After taking two of three from the 
Mariners this weekend, Worcester is 
in position to win itself into the play-
offs. The Railers play three games at 
Trois-Rivieres next weekend. Two victo-
ries and they are in. Worcester still has a 
chance to finish third, as well.

Maine has four games left, all versus 
first-place Adirondack.

Calder was plus-5, tying a Railers re-
cord. He has a four-game points streak 
during which he is 6-5-11. He has six 
goals in the last two games after endur-
ing a stretch where he had six goals in 33 
games.

“Basically,” Calder said, “I just play 
the game the right way whether that 
means I score or make plays. Lately my 
linemate (Jake Pivonka) has been hot 
shooting the puck so I try to find him a 
lot, and when I have a pass I’m a passer, 
when I have a shot I’m a shooter.

“I don’t try to think about it too 

much. I just play my game and go from 
there.”

As has happened throughout the sea-
son the Railers started slowly. That trans-
lated into a big early deficit and with 
the talented Brad Arvanitis in goal foe 
Maine, that deficit looked like Mt. Katah-
din.

“I wasn’t thinking good thoughts,” 
coach Jordan Smotherman said of that 
bad beginning, “but we have a resilient 
group and they did not let down.”

The Railers argued that the Mariners’ 
fourth goal by Sebastian Vidmar was di-
rected in off his skate. That was at 3:24. 
They lost the debate but Calder scored 
his second of the game at 5:10 and the 
mood changed.

“As soon as we scored the second 
goal everything on the bench shifted,” 
Smotherman said. “It got everybody’s 
attention. The shoulders all came back 
from a slouch.”

Calder made it 4-3 at 6:50 on what 
might have been the pass of the year 
from Joey Cipollone. Reece Newkirk 
tied it at 10:42 and Christian Krygier put 
Worcester ahead for good at 11:11. It 
was Krygier’s second goal of the season, 
first since opening night.

Calder got his fourth at 18:14 with 
the Railers on a power play.

Tyler Drevitch got Maine back on the 
board at 1:43 of the third period making 
it a one-goal with lots of time left. Calder 
got his fifth at 4:48, though, to restore 
some scoreboard space.

Brendan Robbins hit an empty net at 
18:17 and Ryan Verrier got his fourth of 
the season at 18:37 to set the franchise 
record.

Henrik Tikkanen got the win with 22 
saves on 27 shots. Arvanitis was replaced 
by Shane Starrett for the third period and 
he made two saves.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. 

$299
lb

SALE DATES: 4/11/24-4/17/24

$249

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES 
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ................$279

USDA INSP. FROZEN

ROASTER CHICKEN ......................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
21/25 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$209
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI
POLISH LOAF .........................$444

lb

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

99¢

SOUP’S ON!

$149

$259
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
CHICKEN (FOWL) for SOUP 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK STOMACH ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BEEF OXTAILS ....................... lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
BREADED CHICKEN WINGS ....... lb

$349

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$989
lb

AMERICAN
LAMB SHOULDER CHOPS

$444

7 LB 
BAG$366

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT 
FREE

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND 
STEAKS or ROAST ........................

$799
lb

$999

stabilized and helped Springfield kill off 
a pair of abbreviated Rocket man-advan-
tages to keep the 2-1 score intact after 20 
minutes.

The T-Birds began the second peri-
od on another power play, and after a 
brief 5-on-3 ended, Adam Gaudette got 
the game evened up with a wrister from 
the right side just 1:03 into the middle 
period. The goal, his 39th of the sea-
son, brought him back into a tie with 
Samuel Fagemo of Ontario for the AHL 
goal-scoring lead. 

Springfield, however, could not vault 
to the lead, and before long, the Rocket 
had scored two more to take a 4-2 ad-
vantage on goals 1:06 apart from Arnaud 
Durandeau and Philippe Maillet. 

Down but unfettered, the T-Birds 
again showed resolve. Gaudette drew a 
penalty shot after being held on his way 
in on goal on a breakaway. With a chance 
to become the first man in the AHL to 

reach 40 
goals this 
s e a s o n , 
G a u d e t t e 
made no 
m i s t a k e , 
deking to the 

backhand and roofing a shot over Dobes 
to make it 4-3 at 11:40. The sharpshoot-
er’s 40th goal also marked the first time 
since 1990-91 that a Springfield AHL 
player recorded 40 goals in a single sea-
son. 

Gaudette’s marker also lit a fire under 
his team. Just 45 seconds later, Abramov 
whistled a cross-seam pass to a crashing 
Joey Duszak, who beat Dobes to tie the 
game, 4-4, at 12:25.

The 4-4 tie carried into the third, but 
an unfortunate break wound up putting 
Laval back in front for good. After Leo 
Loof fearless blocked a shot up near his 
face, the loose puck landed flat at the feet 
of Durandeau, who snapped it into an 
open net before Zherenko could locate it, 
and the Rocket lead was restored, 5-4, at 
6:37 of the third. 

This time, a third comeback was not 
in the cards for Springfield, as Stephens 
added his second and third goals of the 
night with a power-play redirect at 10:25 
and an empty-netter with 1:11 remaining 
to finish the scoring. Stephens finished 
the night with three goals and two assists.

The T-Birds are next in action on Fri-
day, April 12, when they begin a three-
game weekend in Hartford against the 
Wolf Pack. Puck drop is set for 7 p.m. at 
the XL Center.

Registration now open to take 
part in Bay State Games

WOBURN – Registration for the 
42nd annual Bay State Summer Games 
is now open. The 2024 Summer Games 
will include thirty sports with competi-
tions from May 11 – July 27 at venues 
throughout eastern and central Massa-
chusetts including Game On in Fitch-
burg, Boston Sports Institute in Welles-
ley, Union Point Sports Complex in 
Weymouth, and North Star Ice Sports in 
Westborough. Bay State Games partic-
ipants range in age from 5 to over age 
75 and represent more than 300 Mas-
sachusetts communities as well as sur-
rounding New England States in some 
sports. From grassroots participants to 
accomplished amateur athletes, the Bay 
State Games provide opportunities for 
the athlete in all of us. 

Seven high school showcase sports 
will take place for a variety of sports, 
including baseball, basketball, field 
hockey, ice hockey, soccer, softball, 
and volleyball. Athletes currently in 
grade 8-11 who live or go to school 
in Massachusetts are eligible to at-
tend regional tryouts during the month 
of June. These tryouts will determine 
teams representing the various regions 
of the Commonwealth that will com-
pete against each other in July. Check 

each sport page for specific eligibility 
requirements.

The Summer Games include a wide 
variety of individual sports including 
swimming, track & field, figure skat-
ing, pickleball, wrestling, weightlifting, 
badminton, and more. These sports are 
open to a wide range of ages and skill 
levels from youth participants to mas-
ters-aged athletes. Adaptive sport divi-
sions in archery, swimming, and track 
& field are offered, as well. Bay State 
Games also organizes tournaments for 
pre-existing teams in rugby, and 6v6 
field hockey. 

Returning in 2024, Table Tennis 
will take place on June 1 at PingPod 
in Boston after a 5-year hiatus from 
the Summer Games sport lineup. New 
venues include Babson College, which 
will host the Girls Basketball Show-
case, and NorthStar Ice Sports, which 
will host Figure Skating and the Girls 
Ice Hockey Showcase. Game On in 
Fitchburg will serve as a hub venue for 
eight sports. Bay State Games expects 
1,500 athletes and their families to at-
tend competitions at Game On during 
the second week of July. 

For questions, email info@baystate-
games.org or call 781-932-6555. 

more than 80% coverage of the sun in 
Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Department of El-
ementary and Secondary Education also 
issued guidance to all schools, directing 
education officials not to allow students 
to look directly into the eclipse while it 
is happening.

“A solar eclipse occurs when the 
moon passes directly between the Earth 
and the sun,” the DESE guidance states. 
“The moon is much smaller than the sun, 
but because it is so close to the Earth, it 

can appear to partially or completely 
block the image of the sun.”

South Hadley High School Athlet-
ic Director Eric Castonguay confirmed 
he had to move some events scheduled 
Monday, including a track meet due to 
the eclipse’s timeline.

“I didn’t really have an issue with it,” 
Castonguay said. “I don’t really know 
a lot about it, but I certainly would not 
want to expose the kids to anything that 
could be harmful to them.”

The forecasted weather for Monday, 
April 8 was actually supposed to be ideal 
for the eclipse.

ECLIPSE from Page 9

T-BIRDS from Page 9

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES
Maria Natalia 
(Henriques) 
DaConceicão

Died April 4, 2024
Services 

April 8, 2024
Ludlow Funeral 

Home

Laura McCarron
Died April 2, 2024

Craig Funeral Home

Ronald Gerard 
Proulx

Died April 6, 2024
Services 

April 11, 2024
Beers & Story 
Funeral Homes

LUDLOW - Lau-
ra McCarron, who 
recently turned 100 
years old and was a 
life-long resident of 
Ludlow, MA passed 
away April 2 nd at the 
home of her youngest 
son, Kenneth McCar-
ron and his wife, Lori 
in St. Augustine, FL. 

She was born in Ludlow on 
Sept. 13, 1923, and was preceded 
in death by her husband, Robert 
“Bob” McCarron; parents, Jo-
seph and Conceicao (de Jesus) 
Alexander; and siblings includ-
ing Armenio Alexander (Mar-
ion), Theresa Ferriera (John), 
Maryetta Casagrande (Reno), Ida 
Pelczar (Fred) and Dolores DiP-
ietro (Tony). She is survived by 
her sister, Irene Carenza (Jack) 
and by her loving children, Bob 
(Joy) of Boulder, CO, Dick 
(Nancy) of Berlin, MD, and Ken 
(Lori) of St. Augustine, FL. She 
will also be greatly missed by 
her four grandchildren and their 
spouses, Michael, Peter (Lisa) 
and Andy (Anna) McCarron, 
who all live in Nashville, TN, 
and Lindsay Ruscin (Josh) of 
Lafayette, Colorado. “GiGi” will 
also be missed by her three great 
grandchildren, Sadie, Luke, and 
Colin.

Laura had a wonderful life 
growing up in a ‘Portuguese’ 
home enjoying school and at-
tending dances along with her 
sisters. She worked at Chapman 
Valve Manufacturing Co., in In-
dian Orchard, MA after gradu-
ating from Ludlow High School 
and was a part of the workforce 
that played a major production 
role in the World War II Uncle 
Sam&#39;s military effort. 

A few years later, she met her 
future husband, Bob McCarron, 
at a local dance (they won their 
share of jitterbug trophies) and 
were married on April 26, 1947 – 
those were the good old days. Af-
ter getting married, they moved 
in with Laura’s mother and fa-

ther along with her four 
younger sisters; all three 
sons were born during 
those

early years; and 
those kids never needed 
a babysitter with all the 
aunts around –

Those were the good 
old days! The family 
moved into their own 

home on White Street in 1952 
and began a wonderful, happy 
life together there for more than 
50 years. The home was always 
open to friends and family en-
joying good food, good coffee, 
and lots of laughs! Affectionate-
ly called &#39;Moose&#39; by 
her husband and sons, she was 
known for working at least as 
hard as anyone else, no matter 
the task. As the boys grew olde-
rand were active in sports, Laura 
and Bob also became founding 
members of the Ludlow High 
School Boosters Club. They 
continued to attend LHS soc-
cer games long aftertheir sons 
graduated to support their many 
nieces and nephews. Those lat-
er years were also filled with 
weekly trips to the local Big Y 
Grocery store, favorite break-
fast spots, card games, and con-
tinual visits with their family 
and friends at their always open 
house – No, THOSE were the 
good old days!

For the past 14 years in Flor-
ida, Laura became particularly 
adept (unbeatable) at Scrabble, 
JUMBLE, and various Word 
Search puzzles. Last September, 
she graciously and gratefully 
celebrated her 100-year birthday 
with everyone she loved around 
her.

During her entire life she 
seemed to have an endless 
amount of love and laughter to 
share with all who knew her in-
cluding her friends, and especial-
ly her family and beloved hus-
band. If she were here, she would 
say …. They ALL were the good 
old days!

INDIAN OR-
CHARD - Maria Nata-
lia (Henriques) DaCon-
ceicão, 85, of Indian 
Orchard, passed away 
peacefully at Life Care 
Center of Wilbraham 
on April 4, 2024 sur-
rounded by her loving 
family.  

She was born in São 
Bartolomeu dos Galegos, Lourin-
hã, Portugal, daughter of the late 
Inácio Henriques and Julieta dos 
Dores Sales. In 1973, she immi-
grated to the U.S. with her hus-
band and children settling in In-
dian Orchard and was employed 
at Nixon Company from where 
she retired.  She was also a de-
voted Catholic and active com-
municant of Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish where she participated 
in several of their programs and 
events. She enjoyed gardening, 
baking, and was a self taught 
seamstress and proudly made all 
of her own clothes.

Natalia was predeceased by 
her husband Amaro H. DaCon-
ceicão in 1998 and leaves her 2 

sons, and Duarte Hen-
riques (Herminia), An-
tonio Henriques (Vi-
talina), all of Ludlow, 
and a daughter Lucilia 
Moura (Humberto), 
of New Rochelle, NY; 
6 grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren, 
and many extended 
family members and 

dear friends here and in Brazil, 
Canada, Germany, and Portu-
gal. 

The family wishes to thank 
the staff at Life Care Center of 
Wilbraham for the exception-
al compassionate care that was 
provided to their mother in the 
last days of her life.

 Funeral services for Natalia 
were held on Tuesday, April 8, 
2024 at Ludlow Funeral Home 
with Liturgy of Christian Burial 
at Our Lady of Fatima Church 
followed by burial in Island Pond 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made in Natalia’s 
memory to Our Lady of Fatima 
Parish or to the charity of one’s 
choice.

Laura McCarron, 100Maria Natalia (Henriques) 
Conceicão, 85

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

BELCHERTOWN—
It is with deep sadness 
that we announce the 
passing of Ronald Ge-
rard Proulx on April 6th, 
2024 with his loving 
family by his side. Ron 
was born on Aug. 3, 1946 
in Springfield, MA to 
the late Armand J. Prou-
lx and Annette (Lussier) 
Proulx. 

He married the love of his life 
Pat (Doyon) in June of 1967. Af-
ter proudly serving his country 
in the United States Army for 3 
years he then obtained his bach-
elor’s degree in engineering. Ron 
built a career as the Vice Presi-
dent of Strategic Development 
at ABB Combustion Engineer-
ing after working his way from 
Draftsman to International Sales, 
traveling primarily to Asia. Af-
ter retirement he then went on 
to work in public relations at 
South Bay Hospital in Apollo 
Beach Florida while also serving 
on various boards with the local 
Chamber of Commerce. When he 
wasn’t working, he enjoyed play-
ing the guitar and singing, shar-
ing his passion for wine, watch-
ing and playing golf, spending 
time with family, and always 
maintaining strong family values. 

For the past two years, Ron 
and Pat have lived in Belcher-
town, previously residing in Lud-
low, Enfield and Florida.  His 
memory will forever remain with 

his wife, Patricia J. 
(Doyon) Proulx along 
with their children, 
Ronald G. Proulx 
(Tracey) of Randolph, 
VT, Tammy Ann Mar-
tin (Luke) of South 
Berwick, ME and 
Jennifer Lynn Bridg-
es (Scott) of Quin-
cy, MA. Ron will be 

deeply missed as Pepere to Ryan 
and Jared Proulx, Isabel and 
Harrison Martin as well as David 
and Aidan Bridges. He will also 
be missed by his sisters, Diane 
Cecchetelli and Marie Proulx 
along with many family mem-
bers and friends. He was preced-
ed in death by his sisters, Jac-
queline Brouillard and Camille 
Murphy.  

Visitation will be held Thurs-
day, April 11 from 4-7pm at the 
Beers & Story Belchertown Fu-
neral Home.  A Funeral Mass 
will be Friday, April 12 at 9 a.m. 
at St. Francis of Assisi with mil-
itary honors to follow at the MA 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery 
in Agawam, MA 11 a.m.  Kind-
ly meet directly at the church. 
Donations may be made in his 
memory to either the Veterans 
Association (www.cdceportal.
va.gov) and select Massachu-
setts, VA Central Western MA 
or the American Cancer Society 
(donate.cancer.org).  

Please visit www.beersand-
story.com

Ronald Gerard Proulx

Our advertisers 
make this 

publication 
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The
Register

WILBRAHAM - Every year 
the Friends of Recreation hosts 
the Annual 5K Falcon Trail 
Race to support improvements 
at Town of Wilbraham Recre-
ational Facilities. The race is 
held at McDonald Nature Pre-
serve on Washington Road in 
Wilbraham. This year the race is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 14 
with a start time of 10 a.m., rain 
or shine. All ages are welcome 
to run, but please leave strollers 

and dogs at home. Prizes will be 
awarded for all age groups and 
all pre-registered participants 
will receive a custom designed 
moisture-wicking long sleeve 
shirt. Registration is available 
online through active.com or the 
day of the race at the registra-
tion table. 

Grab a family member, 
friend, or neighbor and join 
others at the 9th Annual Falcon 
Trail Race on Sunday, April 14!

9th Annual 5K Falcon Trail Race 
Sign-Ups taking  place

BUSINESS
Turley Publications is liberal with regard to its business coverage polices, but we do have some standards 

folks need to understand. First, local businesses and merchants are just as much institutions in our towns as 
the library and schools. Without them, there are no towns.

We will feature coverage of local businesses that are new, have a major expansion, moving, closing, 
under new management or ownership, celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have been thrust into the news 
realm. Merchants can request that coverage through the editor, or for our existing advertising clients, through 
their ad representatives.

For more information on business coverage for The Register, please email register@turley.com.
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DATEBOOK
Do you have a local event or activity to pub-

licize? Please send the information as either a 
Word doc or plain (no bold text or other format-
ting) email text (no PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. 
At least two weeks prior to the event is encour-
aged. Send your community events to pressre-
leases@turley.com. 

ONGOING
SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-

chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every Mon-
day. Free to play with great prizes. For more 
information, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory 
Armenian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, Indian 
Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every Saturday 
offering quality items at affordable prices. Gen-
tly- used clothing and accessories, household 
items, books, children’s items, collectors’ items 
and more are available. For more information, 
call the church office at 413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tues-
day at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 
117 Main St. For more information, contact 
the IOCC at 413- 209-8240 or indianorchard-
citizenscouncil@gmail.com or stop in during 
operating hours. Follow the IOCC on Facebook 
and Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. the cost to take part is $5 per year. 
For more information contact Maria Ardolino, 
activities director at activity@ludlow.ma.us or 
call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club, at 
91 Claudias Way, continues to offer Aquacise 
throughout the week. Aquacise is a low-im-
pact, full-body workout performed in the water 
to put less stress on your joints and muscles 
while building strength. Classes are open to 
all members with pool-inclusive memberships 
and do not require prior registration. Classes 
are held 8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays. For questions, call 413-
583-2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 p.m. 
on the second and fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. Education, 
resources, peer support, and hope for parents 
and family members coping with a loved one 
with a substance use disorder. Anyone needing 
help is welcome to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet apart. For more 
information, call Maureen at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 
who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety and 
depression due to COVID-19) and for loved 
ones who might need help in their recov-

ery. This group is also for those who can help 
lead others in their recovery by example. This 
meeting in no way replaces professional ther-
apies. It is a time for sharing strength, encour-
agement and hope. No fees. Bring your own 
non-alcoholic beverage. Pre-packaged snacks 
are available. Small group structure based on 
basic Christian principles, concept, purposes 
and confidentiality. COVID-19 guidelines are 
observed. Masks required. 6:30-8 p.m. every 
Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith Communi-
ty Chapel, 485 East Street in Ludlow. Parking 
lot behind Chapel. Fellowship Hall entrance at 
back of Chapel. Seating is limited. To reserve 
yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for 
the coming holiday time. Do you want some 
exercise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with 
great people? Try our national folk dance, 
square dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirl-
ers. They dance in Belchertown and Ludlow 
with Sunday and Wednesday evenings avail-
able. For more information, call Gloria or Fran 
at 413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, 
shop or walk with a blind or vision impaired 
person in your community. Call the Massachu-
setts Association for the Blind and Visually Im-
paired at 1-888-613-2777 for details.

DIRECTORY
FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St. Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: faithcommunitychapel8@gmail.com 

faith- communitychapel.org
Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison

Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Services:

Discipline Groups 9:45 a.m. WorshipService11 a.m.
and Facebook Live Stream

OTHER PROGRAMS
MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 

meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief
SMC. Call 413-519-4591

TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study WEDNESDAYS 
at 7 p.m. Ludlow Christian Fellowship Meeting

Hank Bastos, Leader, 413-348-6487
SMC and Facebook Live Stream ludlowfellowship.org

FRIDAYS Children’s After School Club
(pre K through teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

Church Fellowship Hall
SATURDAYS at 10 a.m. Ecumenical Prayer Meeting

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454

S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, April 10, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Youth 
Group - 3:30 p.m. (JR), Holy Mother Choir - 5:15 p.m. 

(C), Confirmation Class - 5:30 p.m. (JR), Scouts - 6 p.m. 
(FLBH), Scouts - 7 p.m. (JR)

Thursday, April 11, - Daily Mass - 9 a.m. (C)
Friday, April 12, - Daily Mass - 9 a.m. (C)

Saturday, April 13, - Saturday Mass - 4 p.m. (C), Con-
fessions - 2:30 p.m. (C), K of C Movie: Cabrini - 1:30 

p.m. (FLBH)
Sunday, April 14, - Sunday Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Sun-
day Mass - 9:15 a.m. (C), Sunday Mass - 11 a.m. (C), 
Sunday Mass - 5 p.m. (C), Confirmation Class - 8 a.m. 

(JR), Faith Formation - 10:15 (All Rooms)
Monday April 15, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Bible 

Study - 6 p.m. (ER), Training for the Protection of 
Children and Vulnerable Adults - 6:30 p.m. (JR)

Tuesday, April 16, - Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), Friends 
of St. Elizabeth - 10 a.m. (ZR), St. Rita Choir - 2:30 p.m. 

(C), Pastoral council - 6:30 p.m. (JR), Bereavement 
Support - 6:30 p.m. (ZR), Eucharistic Revival - 6:30 

p.m. (FLBH)

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 a.m.
 to 2 p.m.

Available by appointment at other times
Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 

         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham
Call or check Facebook or the website for the 

schedule of worship and events
Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

DATEBOOK The Theatre Guild of 
Hampden presents 
‘Oklahoma!’

HAMPDEN – Tickets are now on 
sale for The Theatre Guild of Hampden’s 
production of the Rodgers and Hammer-
stein classic musical “Oklahoma!”

The musical, which was the first col-
laboration from the legendary compos-
ers, is set in 1906 and centers on farmgirl 
Laurey Williams, who is courted by two 
rival suitors , cowboy Curly McLain and 
farmhand Jud Fry. 

The directors are Christopher Rojas 
and Mark Giza, Bobby Scott as music 
director and Dina DelBuono serving as 
choreographer. 

The show takes place at The Red 
Barn at Fountain Park at 883 Tinkham 
Rd. in Wilbraham, with the show dates 
scheduled for April 12, 13 and 14. 

The Friday and Saturday evening 
shows take place at 7 p.m., while the 
Sunday matinee shows take place at 2 
p.m.

Tickets can be purchased online at 
https://www.theatreguildofhampden.org/
tickets.html.

To learn more, contact Mark Giza at 
413-204-5333 or 413-543-4203.

time that uses picture book biographies 
to share inspiring stories about real peo-
ple and historical events Please register.

The Wonderful World of Bats, 
Wednesday, April 17, 1:30p.m. Ages 
5-10 Learn how important bats are. 
Learn about echolocation, hibernation, 
migration, plus fun facts about different 
species of bats. Kids will create their 
own bat t-shirts (you must bring your 
own white cotton t-shirt). Space is limit-
ed, please register.

Snack Attack Wednesday, April 24, 
3:30 p.m. For ages 15-36 months. Make 
healthy snacks, do sensory food explora-
tion, and listen to  a story while eating. 
Allergies accommodated. Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents CFCE. Please reg-
ister. 

Grow, Play and Learn, Thursdays, 
9:45-10:30 a.m. for babies and tod-
dlers; and Thursdays 10:45- 11:30 
a.m. for 2-5 year olds. Stories, songs 
and skill building, led by Kelly Castor, 
Early Childhood Developmental special-
ist, who will guide caregivers in strength-
ening interactions with their children. 
Sponsored by Pathways for Parents. 
Please register. 

The Poop Museum, Thursday, 
April 18, 10:00 a.m. Ages 5-10 Learn 
fantastic, fabulous and fun facts about 
human, animal, and insect poop in this 
program that blends solid science with 
hilarity! Space is limited, please regis-
ter. 

Read to Karl the Dog, Thursday, 
April 18, 3:30 p.m. For beginner read-
ers. Therapy dog Karl is a great listener! 
Join him and his trainer Ludlow Animal 
Control Officer Octavia Anderson for 
15 minutes of solo reading. Please reg-
ister. 

Me, You, & We: Social Emotion-
al Playgroup,  Fridays from March 
1-April 12, 9:30-10:30 a.m. (does not 
meet on 3/29). This playgroup will sup-
port 3-5 year olds and their caregivers in 
developing and practicing social-emo-
tional skills. Sponsored by Pathways for 
Parents. Please register. 

Earth Day Scavenger Hunt, Fri-
day, April 19, 11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 
& Saturday 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. All 
ages. Search the Youth Room for tips and 
tricks on how to take care  of the envi-
ronment and fight climate change, find 
them all and win a prize. Drop in. 

Learn in Motion, Saturday, April 
13, 12:00 p.m. Ages 2-8 An active 
playtime for little ones and their dads, 
grandpas, uncles, or other male-identi-
fied caregivers. This program will get 
kids moving, learning, and having a 
ball! Sponsored by Pathways for Parents 
CFCE. Please register.

HUBBARD LIBRARY from Page 4
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

Tree  Removal  
■ 

Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE
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PUBLIC NOTICES
LUDLOW ZONING 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Zoning Board 

of Appeals will hold a public 
hearing in the Ludlow Town 
Hall, 488 Chapin Street, 
Selectmen’s Conference 
Room on  Wednesday, 
April 24, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
on the application of Pete 
Ribeiro-Maria Kroll for 
the property located at 53 
White Street, Ludlow MA 
(Assessors’ Map 15B, Parcel 
33, Zoning: Residential 
A) The subject of the hear-
ing is a Special Permit for a 
proposed reconstruction and 
improvement of the home 
that was damaged within a 
fire. The proposed improve-
ments require a finding under 
MGL Chapter 40A, Section 
6. It is believed that the pro-
posed improvements would 
not increase onto the exist-
ing non-conformities and is 
allowed under the MGL’s and 
Ludlow Zoning Bylaws.

Manny Lopes, Chairman 
04/10, 04/17/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0716EA
Estate of: 

William J Granfield
Also known as: 

William Granfield
Date of Death: 11/06/2023

CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL ADJUDI-
CATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by Deborah L Briand of 
San Marcos, CA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Deborah L Briand of San 
Marcos, CA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 04/29/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE MASSACHU-

SETTS UNIFORM PRO-
BATE CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-sentative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the es-
tate are entitled to notice re-
garding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 01, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/10/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD24P0671EA

Estate of: 
Kristina Teresa Boccia

Also Known As: 
Kristina T. Boccia

Date of Death: 
January 15, 2024

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est ate, 
by Petition of 

Petit i oner Bernard L. 
Boccia, Jr. of Danbury CT

P e t i t  i  o n e r  L i s a  K . 
Branner of Silverton, CO

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

Bernard L. Boccia, Jr. of 
Danbury CT

Lisa K. Branner of 
Silverton, CO

 has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
04/10/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0731EA
Estate of: 

Maria F. Pires
Date of Death: 01/16/2014

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy and/
or Appointment has been filed 
by John G. Pires  of Ludlow, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Or-
der and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: John G. Pires  of Lud-
low, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to ob-

tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 05/06/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and ob-
jection followed by an affida-
vit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 

action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not re-
quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expenses 
of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 08, 2024 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/10/2024

More Legals on Page 17

BE PART 
OF SOMETHING 

MORE!
On the spot interviews 

and offers for
 qualified candidates. 

Please bring your 
Driver’s License and 
second form of ID.

STARTING 
PAY RATES:

Direct Care Worker I: 
$21.44/hr

Direct Care Worker II: 
$22.95/hr

Direct Care Worker Ill: 
$24.94/hr

Direct Care Worker IV: 
$27. 72/hr
LICENSED 

PRACTICAL NURSE: 
$34.16/HR

Rates do not include 
potential differentials of 

$1.25-$4.00/hr.

*Must be at least 18 years 
old and possess a valid 

driver’s license to qualify.

DDS is an Equal Opportunity Employer committed to fostering a diverse, inclusive, and accessible work environment. We do not discriminate on the basis of 
race, religion, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, age, disability, national origin, veteran status, or any other basis covered by protected law. 
To ensure an inclusive and accessible experience for all participants, we are fully committed to providing reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. 

Further information and details will be communicated to applicants through our registration correspondence.

The Department of 
Developmental Services 

is looking for Direct Care Workers 
and Licensed Practical Nurses 

to join their team in 
Central & Western Massachusetts.

Direct Care & LPN
HIRING EVENT
Tuesday 4/9/24
10:30am-2pm

Palmer Public Library
1455 N Main Street
Palmer, MA 01069

BENEFITS
INCLUDE

Excellent
retirement plans

Generous paid
time off

Health, dental
and vision plans

RSVP
RECOMMENDED:

https://tinyurl.com/u3tacaay
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PUBLIC NOTICES

spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS 

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, 

Jazz, Reggae, Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, 
Post Punk and more.

NEW ARRIVALS DAILY
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

207 Winsor St. (Corner of East St.) Ludlow, MA
413-610-0950 • raspberriesrecords.com

The KEY to your ADVERTISING 
SUCCESS is REPETITION!
Keep your business “Top of Mind” 
by  running on this Spotlight Page 

twice each month. 
Pay for a 2x2 and get the bonus 

quarter page ad FREE! 
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

email: jwalker@turley.com 
to claim this ad spot.

Live ♥ Laugh ♥ Love
Dance with us!

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Steven A. Crespo
Financial Advisor

Financial strategies. One-on-one advice.

Market swings making 
you uneasy? Let’s talk. 
Knowing our clients 
personally is what we do. 
Schedule a complimentary 
portfolio review.

658 Center Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

413-547-6048 Member SIPC

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

T&J AUTO BODYT&J AUTO BODY
We meet by accidentWe meet by accident

REPAIRS• PAINTING • WELDING
GLASS • INSTALLATION

239 Hubbard Street, Ludlow239 Hubbard Street, Ludlow  

583-4026583-4026

T & J AUTO BODY
413-583-4026

The Terzi Family
Joe, Bob, Louise, Robert 

(missing from photo Aileen)

239 Hubbard Street, Ludlow
tandj.autobody@charter.net

Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-4pm • Sat 7am-9am

Now Offering 
Paintless 

Dent Repair

Auto Body  • Repair
Glass Work • Welding

Painting Estimates
Family Owned & Operated

SERVING LUDLOW 
FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Specializing In 
Collision Work & 

Frame Straightening

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1229EA

Estate of: 
Carl Michael Rohan 

Also Known As: 
Carl M. Rohan 

Date of Death: 4-22-2023
NOTICE OF INFORMAL 

PROBATE 
G.L. c. 190B, § 3-306
To all persons who have 

or may have some inter-
est in the above-captioned 
estate and, if interested, to 
the Office of the Attorney 
General and the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, notice 
is hereby given on June 2, 
2023 Lee A O’Connor of 
Belchertown, MA

intends to file with the 
above-named Probate and 
Family Court, not sooner 
than seven (7) days after this 
notice, a 

Petition for Informal 
Probateof a Will

Petition for Informal 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative, to serve with-

out surety on the bond
Lee A O’Connor of 

Belchertown, MA
The estate is being admin-

istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachuset ts  Uniform 
P roba t e  Code  w i thou t 
supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts 
are not required to be filed 
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating 
or restricting the powers of 
Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the 
Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the 
Petitioner.
04/10/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

 Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P0730EA
Estate of: 

David F. Teixeira
Date of Death: 07/12/2018

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy and/
or Appointment has been 
filed by Armindo C. Teixei-
ra of Ludlow, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
that: Armindo C. Teixeira of 
Ludlow, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-

pervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to ob-
tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of 05/03/2024. 
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you ob-
ject to this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return day, action 
may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Repre-sentative 
appointed under the MUPC 

in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the es-
tate are entitled to notice re-
garding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 

including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of ad-
ministration.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 03, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/10/2024
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MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE
Round, Wrapped Hay Bales, 
Worthington, MA.  Call  (413)478-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? Look 
no further! PJ’s Electrical offers 
fast and reliable electrical services for 
your home or business. Call now for a 
FREE estimate! (413) 366-1703

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING 
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-
ups, mulching, pruning. Holyoke, 
South Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and 
Amherst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

 
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, 

and mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com

 Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASH-
ING We use brushes and state of the 
art equipment. We remove grime and 
mold from homes, patios, fences, walk-
ways, all decks, concrete & driveways 
. Senior Discounts. For free estimates 
call Bill (413)519-9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We’re fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

DRAGONWORKS SERVICES. 
Chain saw work, climb, trim or cut. 
Rooted in excellence. Fully insured. 
Call Jacob LaDue for free estimate, 
413-544-2898.

FOR SALE SERVICESJUNK REMOVAL SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20242024

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases 
of tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 
day/night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BERNEDOODLE PUPPIES

Local, Beautiful, Calm and Adorable 
Bernedoodle puppies. Raised in our 
family setting and ready to come bless 
your home! Parents are DNA tested 
for health and good genetics. Puppies 
guaranteed healthy. Their Hypoaller-
genic coats make them ideal indoor/
outdoor pets. Call/text Melvin 413-
265-6737 to set up your visit.

BROOKFIELD HIGHWAY DE-
PARTMENT seeks two additional 
full-time employees to fill Operator/
Laborer vacancies (Operator II).  
Full-time 40 hours per week. This is a 
fully benefited position. For questions, 
or to submit letter of interest and re-
sume, please email Lindsey at High-
way@brookfieldma.us 
Applications will be accepted until po-
sitions have been filled.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump 
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum 
40 hours, rate based on experience. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

GRANT WRITER/
FACILITATOR 

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for a 
part-time (15 hours per week) 
Grant Writer/Facilitator.  See job 
description at brookfieldma.
us. Salary is commensurate with 
experience, Current appropria-
tion is $30.28 per hour. Please 
submit a resume and cover letter 
to selectmen@brookfield-
ma.us Open until filled.
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and 
trucks. Experience required, full time. 
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA. 
413-583-8393.

PART-TIME, 15 to 20 hours per week. 
Must be dependable and have flexible 
schedule. Podiatry office. Portuguese 
or Spanish speaking helpful. If interest-
ed send CV to podbill@aol.com or 
pickup application at 77 Winsor St., 
Ludlow, MA; 413-589-7287.

TOWN TREASURER:

The Town of Brookfield is seek-
ing qualified applicants for the 
full- time (40-hour week) position 
of Town Treasurer. Full job de-
scription at brookfieldma.us. 
Salary commensurate with ex-
perience. Current appropriation 
is $80,498.62.  Submit cover let-
ter and resume to: selectmen@
brookfieldma.us.  Reviews begin 
week of April 15th.  Open until 
filled.  The Town of Brookfield is 
an Equal Opportunity/ Affirma-
tive Action Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

AUTOSERVICES HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Community
newspapers
championed

“mobile-friendly” 

Keep up with current trends, our newspaper 
web sites are mobile-friendly too!

Easily connect with your community news, 
find quick links to our facebook feeds, 

browse newspaper archives and 
submit your own news items by visiting
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Summer” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Summer EventSummer Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your summer
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
SUMMERFEST 

Supplement which 
publishes May 22.

Deadline for submissionsDeadline for submissions
is April 22.is April 22.

Community 
Summer Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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Let's GardenLet's GardenLet's Garden

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM–8PM

Everything You Need
For Spring Planting

• Overgrown property?
• Excavator Services • Extreme Brush Cutting!

• Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal • Lawn/Arborvitae Installed
• Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand • Storm Clean-up • Small Demo • Insured

JOSH ROZELL 413.636.5957

IT'S MULCH SEASON! 
We Offer A Variety of Mulch & Top Soil.

CALL 
595-4096

Get Get Growing!Growing!

1359 Wilbraham Road, Springfield
OPEN DAILY 8AM-5PM •  413-783-5883

www.16acresgardencenter.com

• 1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs

• Vegetable Plants & Herbs
• Unique Garden Statuary,  

Fountains & Bird Baths
• Earth Friendly Products
• Full-Service Florist & Gift Shop
• Professional Tree & Shrub 

Installation 413-783-5883 Ext. 111202020192013 202020192013 202020192013

www.keithishamlandscaping.com

For a FREE Estimate CALL:

413-531-1216

KEITH ISHAM LANDSCAPING, LLC
Experience You Can 
Always Count On
• Property Maintenance
• Fertilizer Programs
• Organic Tick and Mosquito Control
• Edging • Core Aeration
• Loam and Seed • Mulches
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy • Drainage

• Walls, Walkways, Patios
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Irrigation Installation and Repairs
• Fall Blowouts
• Paddock Repair and Maintenance
• Equestrian Field Seeding

280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW
www.GrazianoGardens.com

$5 OFF* 
a $35 purchase

Perennial 
Special

QT. SIZE $50 *Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 

Expiration June 30, 2024

10 for

Com
e to the Gardens...

280 Elm Street � East Longmeadow, Mass. � (413)525-6137
Open 7 Days 9-8 ’til Christmas • www.GrazianoGardens.com

 

OPEN: 
MON.-FRI. 9-6

 (open ‘til 7pm starting May 1)
SAT. 8-6

SUN. 9-5

413-525-6137


