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By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Apr. 
20, the Knights of Colum-
bus 3535 lent a hand at 
the Bethlehem House in 
Easthampton, a non-prof-
it organization that offers 
free pregnancy resources for 
women in crisis. The organi-
zation reaches out to provide 
loving and nurturing support 
to all members of the family 
in the time of need.

Founded in 2006, the 
care center has reached over 
5,000 clients by working 
with local colleges, church-
es, hospitals, and birthing 
centers by offering services 
like baby clothes. The KOC 
reached out to The Register 
and shared a photo of their 
volunteer work, Gary Bour-

beau submitted the follow-
ing. 

“The Knights of Colum-
bus Ludlow Council 3535 

were honored to lend a hand 
at Bethlehem House, helping 
to switch out seasonal baby 
clothes bins. Serving those 

in need, especially moth-
ers and young children, is a 
meaningful way to live out 
our faith through charity and 

action. Thank you to all the 
brothers who volunteered 
their time and effort.” said 
Bourbeau.

Knights of Columbus 3535 lends a hand to Bethlehem House

Submitted photo

The Knights of Columbus lent a hand to the Bethlehem House by helping switch out seasonal clothing bins for babies.

Rotary Club hosts Senator Jacob Oliveira
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

Health care and 
water costs 
addressed

LUDLOW – On Apr. 22, 
the Rotary Club welcomed 
State Senator Jacob Olivei-
ra to their meeting in hopes 
to alleviate members’ con-
cerns over ongoing Town-
wide issues like bridge re-
pairs, water costs, and rising 
healthcare costs. In charge 
of membership, Kevin Vestal 
introduced Oliveira and em-
phasized his local connection 
to the Town.

“Today we are lucky and 
very fortunate to have Olivei-
ra address our club and talk 
about the important things 
going on around Town and 
the surrounding communi-

ties. Oliveira proudly rep-
resents Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Worcester district 
that covers 12 communities, 
including his hometown of 
Ludlow,” said Vestal. 

Vestal mentioned that 
Oliveira is a Ludlow High 
School graduate and began 
his journey becoming a state 
senator by being a student 
representative his junior of 
LHS, and later being in-
volved with the Town and 
School committees. Olivei-
ra was joined with District 
Director Jennifer Pickering, 
MSW, and began his con-
versation by addressing the 
biggest challenge Ludlow is 
facing, the fiscal budget. 

Following the question 
of, what do you think the 
government spends your 
money on, Oliveira began 
explaining the state budget 
by presenting a pie chart. 
“There’s always a percep-

tion that we’re taking a lot of 
taxes, where does the money 
go? It’s healthcare.

It’s not just for poor peo-
ple, this is for old people, 
people with disabilities, this 
is for state employees; this 
is the state budget right here. 
Referring to the pie chart, 
this category that represents 
36% of our budget is Mass-
Health, that’s our healthcare 
program. 

17% goes to HHS, Health 
Human Services, and add on 
another 5% with the Group 
Insurance Commission, 
called the GIC, where I get 
my healthcare from. That’s 
where about three dozen 
cities and towns, including 
Springfield, get their employ-
ee’s healthcare from.

If you add up all of those 
three categories together and 
that is 57% of the state’s 
budget is spent on health-
care and when people ask 

why don’t we have money 
to spend on roads, bridges, 
education; all the other ser-
vices we rely on, it’s because 
healthcare inflation rate is 
growing at a faster rate than 
revenue growth. More of 
the pie chart is taken up by 
healthcare each year.

Our revenue growth rate 
in Massachusetts is about 
2 ½%, most of the towns 
are limited by 2 ½%, prop 
2 ½ overrides…healthcare 
is crippling every state in 
the country and it’s also 
crippling all 351 cities and 
towns. Massachusetts prides 
itself by being a state that is 
ranked by being #1 in health-
care, but it comes out of cost, 
and part of that cost is the 
majority of our residents are 
covered by health insurance.

We are the highest per-

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

The Rotary Club meeting welcomed April Beston, Beacon Bank Branch Manager Jael Pollard, Josue Irizarry, Maria Crespo, State 
Senator Jacob Oliveira, Zaneta Grasakis, and Tony Sanches.

Patrons of the Ludlow 
Cultural Council
present Springfest

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Occurring 
on May 1, from 6 to 9 p.m., 
the Ludlow Cultural Coun-
cil will present Springfest. 
This event is a silent auction 
fundraiser that will be at the 
Polish American Citizens 
Club at 355 East St., and 
will have bidding, music, 
and a chance to see friends 
around Town.

Speaking with Chairper-
son Pamela Hayes, she sent 
The Register what residents 
and attendees can expect at 

this silent auction. 
“There will be music by 

the CCG group featuring 
Chuck Martins, with light 
snacks provided. 

Because we are a new 
non-profit, we are not able 
to do raffles for two years, 
so we chose to do a silent 
auction as our first big fund-
raiser. Our members have 
gathered donations from 
many area businesses.”

They will have auction 
items from Cottage Melts, 
1327 East St., Tony and 

Submitted photo

Join the Patrons of the Cultural Council at the Springfest 
Silent Auction fundraiser.

Oliveira speaks on education, addresses lack of communication with bridge work
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – At the Apr. 
22 Rotary Club meeting, 
Senator Jacob Oliveira spoke 
about various topics address-
ing members’ concerns. This 
is a continuation reviewing 
education and graduation re-
quirements, whilst providing 
an update about the bridge 
work in Town.

Oliveira continued speak-

ing about education and stat-
ed that it only takes up 12% 
of the state’s budget, “Unfor-
tunately, the funding formu-
la for places like Ludlow is 
antiquated. Over the last five 
years, it’s been at 8%. Even 
though we have a declining 
school population, the cost to 
educate a student is becom-
ing greater and greater,” stat-
ed Oliveira.

A question came up about 
the graduation requirement 
for MCAS and how without 

the requirement, how will 
teachers know the student 
is ready to graduate without 
standardized testing. Olivei-
ra answered, saying that he’s 
working on a different as-
sessment tool, “I see this next 
session like communities like 
Ludlow can do a bargain that 
has gotten shortchanged with 
this funding formula. When 
we change that, we’ll require 
more of that pie to grow that 
12%, which impacts other ar-
eas. 

We’re probably going 
to talk about those kinds of 
measures on how we can en-
sure those dollars are spent 
wisely and students are re-
ceiving an education.

I actually like the port-
folio model that many states 
have looked at, which looks 
at the cumulative work that 
you’ve done in your school 
over your education period. 
Also making sure that ev-
ery school district is making 
certain standards for course-

work, there’s a lot of district 
flexibility at the local level. 

Having more of a uni-
form standard in graduation 
requirements for the totali-
ty of the coursework you’re 
working on helps to elim-
inate those disparities and 
show that your tax dollars are 
being spent wisely, and stu-
dents are receiving a decent 
education. The other thing 
we can look at, I am a huge 
fan of this. Looking at what 
students do after they gradu-

ate,” said Oliveira. 
The conversation contin-

ued about free community 
college and what students are 
able to do after high school, 
not just a traditional four-
year college.

Following the topic of 
funding free community col-
leges in Massachusetts, Ol-
iveira explained that the rea-
son they got that was by the 

Help town on 
Park CleanUp 
Day May 2

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Satur-
day, May 2, the Town of 
Ludlow invites the entire 
community to celebrate 
where they live and care 
for the environment around 
them by asking participation 
for the annual Park CleanUp 
Day. This event will begin 
at 9 a.m. and participants 
are asked to meet at Veter-
ans Park, 11 East St. and 
are asked to bring their own 
gloves. 

Please see CLEANUP DAY, 
Page 5

Please see OLIVEIRA,
 Page 5

Please see ROTARY CLUB, 
Page 3

Please see SPRINGFEST, 
Page 5
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EAST AUTO SERVICE

for Your Vehicle!
575 East Street, Ludlow

413-583-4070
Open Monday-Friday 8 am-5pm

BY APPOINTMENTS ONLY

SPRING SPRING 
SPECIALSPECIAL
$2999 

OIL 
CHANGE

WITH THIS COUPON
Semi-Synthetic Only
Full Synthetic Extra

GOOD MAY 1, 2026-MAY 29, 2026
COUPON

First Rate Services

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm

THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon

 Bar Open Late

Mo�er's Day Specials

Plus Our 
Famous
Salads:
• Cobb

• The LOCAL

9 AM
Brunch Begins

11:30 AM
Last Brunch Seating

NOON
Specials and Regular 

Menu Available

Appetizers
Prosciutto Wrapped Asparagus

balsamic drizzle
Sausage Stuffed Mushrooms

sausage stuffing, topped with cheese

Entrées
Haddock Francaise
rice pilaf, spinach

Baked Stuffed Shrimp
seafood stuffing, rice, asparagus
Mom’s Petite Filet Mignon

6 oz filet, red wine demiglace, fingerling
Salmon Hollandaise

seared salmon, hollandaise, asparagus, mashed potatoes
12 oz French Cut Pork Chop
fingerling potatoes, green beans
Rosemary Garlic Half Chicken
mashed potatoes, squash medley

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

SUN 9:00am-9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am-9:00pm

THURS-Fri 11:00am-10:00pm
SAT 9:00am-10:00pm

Get Local at Home with
FACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

Our Famous Brunch: Sat & Sun 9am-Noon

 Bar Open Late

Mo�er's Day Specials

Plus Our 
Famous
Salads:
• Cobb

• The LOCAL

9 AM
Brunch Begins

11:30 AM
Last Brunch Seating

NOON
Specials and Regular 

Menu Available

Appetizers
Prosciutto Wrapped Asparagus

balsamic drizzle
Sausage Stuffed Mushrooms

sausage stuffing, topped with cheese

Entrées
Haddock Francaise
rice pilaf, spinach

Baked Stuffed Shrimp
seafood stuffing, rice, asparagus
Mom’s Petite Filet Mignon

6 oz filet, red wine demiglace, fingerling
Salmon Hollandaise

seared salmon, hollandaise, asparagus, mashed potatoes
12 oz French Cut Pork Chop
fingerling potatoes, green beans
Rosemary Garlic Half Chicken
mashed potatoes, squash medley

TOP DOLLAR PAID
CARS, TRUCKS & SUVs

GOOD OR JUNK
“WE COME WITH THE CASH”

Nate (413) 636-2929
D AND M AUTO
1422 Park St.

Palmer, MA 01069

 

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior CenterWelcome to the Ludlow Senior Center
Spring is finally here! Come gath-

er with friends in the Center’s beautiful 
dining room and enjoy a delicious lunch, 
complete with coffee, tea, and dessert. To 
join us, call 413-583-3564 at least one day 
in advance to reserve your $2 lunch (call 
Friday for Monday reservations).

The outdoor Gardening Club is back 
for volunteers interested in beautifying 
the Center. We have several new events 
and activities to keep you busy, includ-
ing Swing Your Partner couples’ west-
ern dance class, and Tip of the Tongue, a 
UCLA Memory Training Program series. 
Our monthly newsletter is at the Center or 
share your email with us to have it deliv-
ered directly to your inbox. You can also 
explore programs, find important forms, 
and learn more about what the Senior 
Center has to offer at ludlow.ma.us/coa/. 
For the latest news and photos, be sure to 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on Face-
book!

As the days grow brighter, we look for-
ward to sharing healthy meals, engaging 
programs, and good company. There’s no 
better way to welcome spring than with a 
brisk walk! We are looking for facilitators 
to lead an early morning walking group. If 
you’re interested, please call the Center at 
413-583-3564 and ask for Maria.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, April 30
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
12:45 p.m. Mahjong
2 p.m. Writers Block
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, May 1
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki by Appointment*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blook Pressure Checks
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
1 p.m. Decorating Committee 

Monday, May 4
9 a.m. Knitting Club
9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Computer Help by Appoint-

ment*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
1 p.m. Scrabble
1 p.m. Fishing Club
1:15 p.m. Pitch
1:30 p.m. Watercolor Pencil Class*
1:30 p.m. Tip of the Tongue Memory 

Training*
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, May 5
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
1 p.m. Swing Your Partner Western 

Dance Class
1:30 p.m. Bingo
4:30 p.m. Power Pump
5 p.m. Movie: Secretariat

Wednesday, May 6
8:45 a.m. Zumba Gold
9 a.m. Ceramics
10 a.m. Tea with the TA
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
1 p.m. Movie: Secretariat
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*

Thursday, May 7
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
12:45 p.m. Mahjong
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

Open Billiards: Monday –Thursday 
8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Fridays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Tuesdays 4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Menu:
Thursday, April 30: BLT Grinder/

Chips/Pickle
Friday, May 1: Cheese Pizza/Side Sal-

ad
Monday, May 4: Hot dog/Baked beans/

Cole slaw
Tuesday, May 5: Taco Salad
Wednesday, May 6: Stuffed Shells/Sal-

ad
Thursday, May 7: Seafood Sald/Crois-

sant/Orzo salad

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by calling 
a day ahead. all on Friday to reserve lunch 
on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to inquire about ingredients at 413-
583-3564. 

Zonta in Action: Connecting
communities, changing lives

LUDLOW – On May 11 
at the Ludlow Country Club, 
learn about the local and 
global reach of Zonta. 

Locally, we will award 
the Young Women in Lead-
ership Scholarship to Assala 
Ali of Springfield Central 
High School and three Ser-
vice Grants to organizations 
working with women and 
girls: The YWCA of West-
ern MA, Girls Inc of the 
Valley, and Girls on the Run. 

Globally, we will learn 
from Zonta Foundation of 
Women Ambassador Dr. 

Mary Ann Rubis about Zon-
ta’s international projects to 
end gender-based violence, 
combat child marriage, and 
increase access to education. 

  The public is invit-
ed to join us at the Ludlow 
Country Club on May 11, 
please register by May 4, 
2026 at info@ZontaQV.
org. The reception will be-
gin at 5:30, dinner at 6 p.m. 
followed by the Program. 
Pay at the door for the buffet 
$30 or  pay online  $35 zon-
taqv.square.site/.   Details at 
www.ZontaQV.org

Since 1919, Zonta has 
been working to create a 
more equitable future for 
women and girls. We believe 
that fostering a diverse and 
inclusive global communi-
ty is a powerful platform 
to bring about the social 
change needed to make our 
vision for gender equality a 
reality. 

For more information on 
visit Zonta.org or contact 
info@zontaqv.org.   Join us 
in building a better world for 
women and girls. 

Victorian Tea Room at First Church
LUDLOW – Returning 

this year, First Church in 
Ludlow 859 Center St. Lud-
low, MA is offering a day of 
elegance with our popular 
Victorian Tea Room.   Join 
us on Saturday, May 2 from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. for a re-
laxing time with friends and 
family. 

Enjoy an elegantly 

served variety of teas, fin-
ger sandwiches, scones and 
dainty sweet treats. Prices 
range from $3 to $7 per tea-
pot or variety plate of treats. 

Cash only, No reserva-
tions.  Dress casually or fan-
cy with a whimsical hat or 
fascinator.  

A photo memory space 
available to take pictures. 

Surprise Mom with a pre- 
Mother’s Day treat! Try 
your luck with a special raf-
fle. We look forward to see-
ing you. 

Call or text 413-
237-4062 or message 
First Church in Ludlow 
at        https://www.facebook.
com/firstchurchludlow   for 
more information.     

Guided bird walk at River-to-Range Trail
SOUTH HADLEY— 

On Saturday, May 2 at 9 
a.m. the South Hadley Bike/
Walk Committee will host 
a free, guided Bird Walk at 
River-to-Range Trail led by 
ornithologist Bill DeLuca, a 
senior Migration Ecologist 
with the National Audubon 
Society. It is spring migra-
tion season and the Con-
necticut River is an import-
ant route for many species; 
while some birds are here to 
nest, others are just stopping 
by during their migration 
further north. The accessi-
ble River-to-Range Trail, 
located along the Connecti-

cut River at the Bachelor 
Brook-Stony Brook Conser-
vation Area, has a hard pack 
surface covering a relatively 
flat 1-mile loop with seating 
benches at regular intervals. 
No prior birding experience 
is needed. Participants of all 
ages and new Trekkers are 
welcomed. No dogs, please.

We will meet at 8:45 
a.m. at the trailhead by the 
parking lot located at 240 
Ferry Street in South Had-
ley, just down the road from 
Brunelle’s Marina. We’ll 
leave from the trailhead at 
9 a.m. Wear weather-appro-
priate clothing and safe foot-

wear, and bring binoculars if 
you have them, along with 
water and walking poles, 
if desired. Please keep in 
mind that some areas of the 
trail could be wet, so hiking 
footwear may preferable to 
sneakers. 

All events are subject to 
change or cancellation due 
to weather or ground con-
ditions and any decision to 
cancel the Bird Walk will 
be made by 8 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 1, 2026. For more 
information or to check for 
a weather notification, visit 
the Town website at: www.
southhadley.org/bikewalk. 

Annual plant 
sale May 16

MONSON – The Down 
of Earth Gardeners will hold 
their 28th Annual Plant Sale 
on Saturday, May 16th, 9 
a.m. to noon, rain or shine, 
next to the United Methodist 
Church located at 162 Main 
Street, Monson across from 
Dunkin’ Donuts.  

Many plants for shade or 
sun plus a large selection of 
perennials, ground covers, 
shrubs, herbs, vegetables 
and more.  For more infor-
mation call Debi at 267-
5207.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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NEW SPRING HOURS
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FLOWERS 
FOR THE BEST MOM!

Gardens For 
The Porch & Patio
Patio Pots Filled With 

Blooming Annuals 
& Tropical Plants

For The 
Perennial Garden

Collections of 
Favorite Garden Plants

RETURNING YEAR AFTER YEAR

Mom’s Favorite 
Fresh Cut 

Garden Flowers
Beautiful Bouquets 

& Arrangements
Chosen With Care

FRESH FRUIT SALAD & 
FRESH FRUIT PLATTERS
Fresh Baked Pies, 

Cookies & Desserts

For The Rose Garden
A Beautiful Collection of 
Fragrant Rose Bushes
Hybrid Teas, Climbers, 

Landscape Roses & Knock Outs

Mother’s Day GardensMother’s Day Gardens
READY TO GO & GROWREADY TO GO & GROW
Spectacular Mixed Spectacular Mixed 

Hanging Basket GardensHanging Basket Gardens
Great Selections for Great Selections for 

Sunny or Shady LocationsSunny or Shady Locations

For Mom
Specialty 

Gift Baskets 
& Randall’s 
Gift Cards

BRING MOM
    to Elsie’s Creamery

For Her Favorite
 Ice Cream Treat!

The Best Homemade Ice Cream 
Made Fresh At The Creamery
OPEN EVERY DAY UNTIL 8PM

From Randall’s Kitchen
   BRUNCH FAVORITES
Fresh Baked Quiche, Danish, 
Muffins, Apple Cider Donuts

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Start your smile journey today!
Scan to book a complimentary consult.

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Available evenings 
and Saturdays

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Correction
In the Apr. 23 edi-

tion of the Register, 
a player in the Mack 
Donnelly Tournament 
was misidentified as 
Andrew Ruest. That 
individual’s name is 
Andrea Ruest. We apol-
ogize for the error.

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

ROTARY CLUB from Page 1

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

The Rotary Club hosts their meetings at the Our Lady of Fatima Parish.

State Senator Jacob Oliveira being introduced by Rotary Club Member/Membership Kevin Vestal.

LUDLOW—St. John the 
Baptist School is now accept-
ing applications for students 
wishing to enroll in the fall 
of 2026 in Grades K to 8. 
Children must be 5 years old 
by September 1st to register 
for kindergarten.

If you are interested in a 
Principal’s tour of the school 

or would like more informa-
tion, please call us at 583-
8550 or go to our website 
(www.sjbludlow.org) and 
click on our “Admissions” 
tab. We can make an SJBS 
education happen for your 
family. SJB School…because 
God created your child to 
thrive!

2026 Kindergarten registration 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears. 
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected 
insertion, nor will be liable for 
any error in an advertisement to 
a greater extent than the cost of 
the space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

centage state that gets resi-
dents covered by healthcare; 
we are about 98%, meaning 
only 2% have health insur-
ance here in Massachusetts. 
Most other states are around 
10% without health insur-
ance.

That has reverberating 
effects because when you 
don’t have health insurance 
and you show up at an emer-
gency room, it drives every-
body else’s healthcare costs 
as well. The inflation rate 
in healthcare is outpacing 
any sort of revenue source 
we could possibly have, like 
South Hadley having a failed 
override vote last week and 
the reason why they were in 
such a fiscal predicament was 
because of the Group Insur-
ance Trust for their town em-
ployee healthcare.

They had a 40% in year 
spike in healthcare costs so 
the Town of Ludlow, we go 
out on our own for our mu-
nicipal employees for health 
insurance and we have good 
healthcare. Belchertown, 
Granby, and South Hadley 
are in my district and are 
part of the Hampden County 
Group Insurance Trust and 
that included 73 units, mostly 
in Hampden County, includ-
ing Springfield Water and 
Sewer.

The Springfield Water and 
Sewer was certified under 
the HCGIT and they didn’t 
raise premiums for almost six 
years, in fact they lowered 
them, and so when medical 
bills started to come in…the 
trust had no money and they 
had to reassess mid-year and 
that spiked healthcare costs 
for all those people in that 
trust,” said Oliveira.

To note, The Register 
covered State Representative 
Aaron Saunders Environ-

mental Bond Bill, which is 
currently pending before the 
House, requiring two repre-
sentatives from communi-
ties like Ludlow to sit on the 
MWRA, the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority. 
This will hopefully correct 
water issues in the commu-
nity with more representation 
to the areas that the Spring-
field Water and Sewer ser-
vice.

Oliveira continued, “How 
does Springfield Water and 
Sewer raising their health-
care costs impact Ludlow? 
It affects our rate payers that 
pay into Springfield Water 
and Sewer, where all of us 
get our water and sewer from 
because they were facing 
mid-year spikes as well. So, 
when you get your water bill 
and you might see a spike on 
that, that has to do with a lot 
of the healthcare and health 
insurance costs that are im-
pacting that non-profit or-
ganization, that’s funded by 
rate payers.

So, where do we go from 
here? Healthcare is daunting 
to all of us because we’re 
kind of in a healthcare crisis. 
It took me nearly 6 months 
to find a primary care doctor 
here in Western Mass.

Mercy closed their mater-
nity wards so if you’re get-
ting your services from Trin-
ity Health, you have to go to 
either Connecticut or travel 
40 miles outside the Spring-
field area if you want to have 
a baby unless you go to Bay-
state.

And now think of the 
strain it’s putting on Baystate 
Health as well, so there’s a 
perception that health insur-
ance companies are the ones 
that are soaking up all the 
money and believe it or not, 
health insurance profit rates 
are capped in the United 
States. They’re only around 
2% right now, but what’s 
causing this and where is all 
the money going?

Where is all of this 
healthcare because we’re not 
seeing the options, so look at 
this fact, I told you that my 
district has 170,000 people, 
those are residents. My larg-
est employer in my district is 
Baystate Health; 5,000 em-
ployees live in my district.

If you start peeling back 
the funding that you put to-
wards healthcare, that im-
pacts the jobs of the people 
that are employed by our 
healthcare systems. Hospi-
tal costs have skyrocketed, 

and the area that I am trying 
to work on at the State is the 
major cost driver in health-
care.

Aside from direct care, 
what are those other cost 
drivers that are making our 
healthcare system unafford-
able?” said Oliveira.

Oliveira followed by 
talking about pharmaceutical 
drugs, specifically GLP-1’s 
and how expensive they are. 
“Out of the nearly 9% ex-
pectant healthcare costs this 
past year, about a ⅓ of it has 
to do with prescription drugs, 
particularly GLP-1’s. We’re 
also working on a Primary 
Care Bill to break down the 
barriers of getting more pri-
mary care doctors, physician 
assistants, and PCA’s. One of 
those barriers is the licens-
ing boards; we’re constantly 
dealing with nurses getting 
a job in Massachusetts but 
have to wait a year through 
our licensing board to begin 
practicing.

What we did was do an 
interstate compact that allows 
someone from Connecticut 
who is licensed there to come 
to Massachusetts and start 
practicing right away,” said 
Oliveira.
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By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

I was so happy to finally 
get into the vegetable gar-
den this past week.  

My peas seeds are 
sown! Yippee!  

Next on my list is beets. 
I have to admit that I am 
no beet aficionado. In fact, 
I began eating beets only a 
few years ago. 

Who knows what turned 
me off in my younger years. 
Maybe it was the fact that I 
only knew beets by way of 
a can – we never grew them 
in our home garden. They 
honestly didn’t look or taste 
all that yummy, especially 
to a kid who ate a total of 
two other vegetables; that 
is, of course, if corn counts.  

Anyway, I think what 
finally convinced me to in-
clude beets in my garden 
was the fact that the plants 
are multipurpose (you can 
eat both the greens and the 
roots) and beets themselves 
are wonderful “keepers.” 
Lately, there is a lot of talk 
about the benefits of eating 
them in relation to heart 
health. 

Let me give you a brief 
run down on how to grow 
beets.

Beet seeds are unique in 
appearance. I can only de-
scribe them as multi-faceted 
“orbs.” 

The orb is a grouping of 
seeds. You can go through 
the trouble of trying to sep-
arate them by way of wax 
paper and a rolling pin, but 
most folks don’t bother.  

Because the orb is thick, 
however, and moisture must 
penetrate it in order for it to 
germinate, a good soaking 
is beneficial. Although you 
can try starting beets nearly 
as soon as the soil can be 
worked in spring, it is prob-
ably best to wait until two 
weeks before the last ex-
pected frost.  

In our location that 
translates into the first or 
second week of May. This 
timeframe will give them 
the most desirable soil tem-
perature (sixty degrees plus) 
for germination.  

Be sure that you keep 
the seed bed moist until the 
seeds pop up, and continue 
to provide at least one inch 
of water throughout the 
growing season if Moth-
er Nature does not. Steady 
moisture will keep your 
beets sweet and crack-free. 

I should also mention 
that beets prefer a soil that 
is slightly alkaline, and 
well-drained but fertile. In 
other words, sprinkle some 
lime and work a couple 
inches of compost into the 
soil! 

Beet seeds should be 
sown an inch or so apart- 
my theory is to sow once 
and sow heavy.  Because 
multiple plants may come 
from one “orb” it is critical 
that you thin your plants:  
first to one and a half inch 

spacing and then, when 
beets are the size of a mar-
ble, to a final spacing of 
three inches apart.  

Don’t feel badly when 
you are thinning – you are 
honestly doing your plants a 
favor. Beets that are grown 
too close together will never 
develop to their full poten-
tial.  

Instead of letting the 
thinnings go to waste, make 
a salad and be grateful for 
some early season greens. 
Even when beets are at their 
final spacing I will rob the 
patch of some leaves every 
now and then for the very 
same reason. As long as I 
am prudent, no harm will 
be done to the developing 
roots.  

Some beet varieties are 
grown especially for their 
greens. Try “Bull’s Blood,” 
an heirloom variety known 
for its large and sweet red-
dish-purple leaves. “Early 
Wonder Tall Top” is another 
oldie – prized as much for 
its early beet greens as it for 
its beets.  

Looking for less leaf 
and more beet? Try “Detroit 
Dark Red Short Top.”  Well 
over one hundred years old, 
this late variety is great for 
canning.  

Beets also come in a 
wide array of colors. For a 
dependable and tasty yel-
low beet try “Touchtone 
Gold.” Another interesting 
heirloom beet is “Chiogga” 
(aka “Bassano”). 

Cercospora Leaf Spot 
of Swiss Chard, Beets, and 
Spinach is a common fun-
gus that appears as circular 
rings on the leaves, making 
them unsightly and barely 
edible. 

There are a number of 
tactics that claim to help if 
this is a problem for you. 
Water at the base of the 
plant, and do it early in the 
day so it dries out by eve-
ning, especially in the sum-
mer months when humidity 
heightens the spread. 

Likewise, if you make 
successive sowings, space 
them a distance apart from 
one another. There are or-
ganic and chemical means 
of control that are worth in-
vestigating.  

If that’s not for you, 
give growing these plants 
a break for two-three years 
and likely you’ll be in the 
clear to attempt trying 
again. Some companies of-
fer disease free seed, too.  

It’s worth looking into.
Roberta McQuaid grad-

uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For the last 34 years, 
she has held the position of 
staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She en-
joys growing food as well 
as flowers. Have a question 
for her? Email it to pouim-
ette@turley.com with “Gar-
dening Question” in the 
subject line. 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.
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Dear Rusty: 
I am 67 and 9 months old, 

collecting a modest SS sur-
vivor benefit with plans to 
collect my own much larger 
benefit at age 70.  

I was confident this plan 
was a good one, but recent 
turbulent events make me 
nervous that cuts could come 
to Social Security at any time 
without warning. Would it be 
prudent to file for my own 
Social Security as soon as 
possible so that my benefit 
might be “grandfathered” in 
before any sudden and dras-
tic cuts occur? I do not gen-
erally panic, but these are 
unprecedented times. I would 
be quite comfortable with 
the benefit listed on my 2024 
statement for my current age; 
I was just hoping to maxi-
mize the benefit by waiting.    

When I go to the Social 
Security website to view my 
2025 annual statement to see 
the personalized monthly re-
tirement benefit estimates for 
ages 68, 69 and 70 that sec-
tion no longer shows. This 
omission makes me uncom-
fortable. Can I find out what 
my current benefit estimate 
would be for ages 68, 69 and 
70? Or should I just rely on 
the 2024 statement?  

Signed: 
Nervous in Portland  

 
Dear Nervous: 

Please do not be ner-
vous that recent “turbulent 
events” pose a threat to your 
future Social Security bene-
fits. Those events do not, in 
any way, jeopardize your fu-
ture Social Security benefits, 
because Social Security is 
completely separate from all 
other federal political issues 
and finances. The primary 
problem with Social Security 
became an issue long before 
the current administration 
took office.  

The Trustees of Social 
Security have been warning 
Congress for decades that 
Social Security’s finances 
require Congressional atten-
tion. The fact is that Social 

Security revenue (as predict-
ed decades ago) became in-
sufficient to pay all benefit 
obligations in about 2021. 
Since that time, money from 
Social Security’s reserved 
funds (Trust Funds)has been 
used to pay full benefits to 
all.  

In 2020, there was near-
ly $3 trillion in SS reserved 
funds, but that has now dwin-
dled to about $2.5 trillion 
as reserves are used to sup-
plement SS payments. And 
that problem continues. The 
Trustees of SS now predict 
that the reserves will be ful-
ly depleted in about 2032, at 
which time, lacking program 
reform by Congress, Social 
Security will be forced to 
pay out only what it receives 
in revenue. And that would 
mean an estimated cut of 
about 23% to everyone’s 
monthly SS benefit. In the 
unlikely event that happens, 
wouldn’t a 23% reduction to 
your larger age 70 benefit be 
better than a 23% cut to your 
lower age 68 benefit?  

No one wants those cuts 
to happen least of all pol-
iticians because it would 
amount to political suicide 
(seniors are, after all, a very 
large voting bloc). Thus, we 
believe that Congress will act 
to reform Social Security to 
prevent any general benefit 
cuts from happening. It will, 
however, require Congres-
sional bipartisanship because 
the reforms needed for Social 
Security are likely unsavory 
to some. 

Those reforms may in-
clude SS tax increases and 
changes to the basic structure 
of the SS program to align 
it with today’s demographic 
reality. The program needs 
reform, which Congress has, 
unfortunately, neglected to 
provide for many years.  

And this neglect will 
likely also continue, at least 
through the forthcoming 
mid-term elections. It seems 
the nature of Congress is to 
wait until the last possible 
moment to offer corrective 

legislation.   
Here’s what to keep in 

mind: Congress already 
knows how to reform Social 
Security to avoid any future 
benefit cuts; they just lack the 
bipartisanship to accomplish 
that reform. For our part, the 
Association of Mature Amer-
ican Citizens has offered to 
Congress a commonsense re-
form plan via its “Social Se-
curity Guarantee.” AMAC’s 
proposal has received a posi-
tive reception in Congressio-
nal circles and we are opti-
mistic that the proposal will 
provide financial stability to 
the program for generations. 
AMAC continues to advocate 
for SS reform in Washington, 
D.C. on a regular basis, even 
more intensely as the deple-
tion of the SS Trust Funds 
grows closer.  

We do not suggest chang-
ing your strategy for claim-
ing Social Security benefits 
based upon fear the program 
will cut benefits. That’s be-
cause it’s unlikely that all 
benefits will be cut because 
we believe Congress will 
eventually enact reform.  And 
even in the unlikely event 
that Congress neglects to re-
form the program by 2032, 
the percentage of reduction 
to a higher monthly SS ben-
efit amount would be better 
than a similar reduction to a 
lower benefit amount. In oth-
er words, your original plan 
is still a prudent one.  

Regarding your question 
about your estimated bene-
fits, I expect your most recent 
SS statement didn’t include 
future benefits because you 
are already collecting SS sur-
vivor benefits. You can con-
tact SSA at 1-800-772-1213 
to obtain the future SS retire-
ment estimates you seek. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.        
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wait two years until age 70?
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What’s Happening
at Hubbard Memorial Library

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN 
CHOPS or ROAST ..................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
4/30/26-5/6/264/30/26-5/6/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN BLUE SEA

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB
RAW WHOLE CLEANED 2 LB BOX 
 

USDA INSP. FROZEN PHILLIPS MARYLAND STYLE

CRAB SOUP 10 OZ ...........................  

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399

ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN OAKDALE FARM
PREMIUM MARINATED 1 LB PAK 

PORK TENDERLOIN TIP W/ BOURBON

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN W/ ITALIAN DRESSING

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

ea

$277
lb

lb

$1299

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE .............................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END 
or LOIN END ROAST ..............

ea

lb
$369

$299

$229

USDA INSP. FRESH
SMOKED SHOULDER 
PORK PICNIC ...........................

$199
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

$428
lb

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$159

lb

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS .........................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY TENDERLOINS 11/2 LB .....

$474

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ............

99¢

ea

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$499
lb

BEEF EYE ROUND

$1288
lb

BEEF TENDERLOINS

WHOLEWHOLE

GREAT ON THE GRILL

USDA INSP. SLICED FROM OUR DELI

VIRGINIA HAM ..............................$399
lb

Westmass Area 
Development Corporation

One Monarch Place/Suite 1210
Springfield, MA  01144

Bid Opportunity for 
Environmental Remediation Contractors

Ludlow Mills Complex
100 State Street

Ludlow, MA  01056

For more information email
info@westmassdevelopment.com

To register for programs or find out 
more information, visit ludlow.cwmars.
org, or call (413) 583-3408 x113. Weath-
er-related announcements for outdoor 
events will be made on the library’s Face-
book page the morning of the program.

Library Hours: Mon 9–5, Tue 9–8, 
Wed 9–5, Thu 9–8, Fri 9–5, Sat 10–2. 
Closed Saturdays during the summer, Sun-
days and holidays.

Friends of the Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary, third Thursday of the month, 6 p.m. 
Get involved! Join the Friends of the Li-
brary for their monthly meeting and learn 
how you can help support the library.

FOR ADULTS

Creative Writing Hour, First Tues-
day each month, beginning May 5, 2 
to 3 p.m. Drop in and get some writing 
done! The facilitator will provide prompts 
or exercises for various genres (fiction, po-
etry, memoir) and a quiet space for writ-
ing. Choose a prompt or work on some-
thing already in progress; then, share what 
you’ve written if you like! Please register.

Community Appraisal Event, Satur-
day, May 9, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Rick Keller 
from Perfect Pastime 617 is offering a 
community-wide collectibles appraisal 
event. Gather all your Pokémon/sports 
cards, coins, watches, video games/con-
soles, comics, fine/broken jewelry, ster-
ling silver, etc. to see if you have treasure 
or trash. All items welcome! Preregistra-
tion at www.perfectpastime617.com for a 
10-minute slot required. Registrants must 
supply photos of items well before the 
event. This program is fully supported by 
the Ludlow Cultural Council, a local agen-
cy which is supported by the Mass cultural 
council, a state agency.

Meet Charles T. Hubbard, Thursday, 
May 21, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Dennis Picard 
brings Charles T. Hubbard, founder of the 
Ludlow Manufacturing Company and in-
dividual for whom the Hubbard Memori-
al Library is named, to life for this enter-
taining, one-of-a-kind evening. Held on 
the 138th anniversary of the town’s vote 
to accept the gift of the library from the 
Hubbard family. Sponsored by the Ludlow 
Historical Commission. Please register. 

Sound Energy Healing Series, One 
Saturday per month, 10:30 a.m. Enjoy 
an hour of peace and calm absorbing heal-
ing vibrations from instruments like the 
quartz crystal bowl. Session led by Mystic 
Willow. Bring a yoga mat, towel, or some-

thing to lay on during the program, as well 
as a blanket.  Dates: 5/23, 6/13. Sign-ups 
are for the individual session, not the en-
tire series. Please register.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, every 
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some fun and 
join us for chair volleyball! No running or 
jumping required. Please register, though 
walk-ins are welcome.

Technology Appointments, Have 
questions about your smartphone, tab-
let, or laptop? Book a 30-minute, one-on-
one technology appointment by visiting 
the reference desk or calling (413) 583-
3408, x114.

Seeking Local Artists, Seeking local 
artists, craftspeople and collectors who 
would like to display their wares in the 
library’s display case. Exhibits remain in 
place for one calendar month. For more 
information, or to arrange a showing, call 
(413) 583-3408, x113.

Mass Center for the Book Monthly 
Reading Challenge. Each month, read 
a book based on a chosen theme. Partici-
pants will be entered to win a free tote bag 
full of books! For more information and 
to sign up, please visit https://www.mass-
book.org/readingchallenge-2

Who picked this book? Book Club 
Meeting, first Thursday of the month, 
3:30 p.m. Join us for this month’s Who 
picked this book? Book Club meeting! 
Pick up a copy of this month’s book at the 
circulation desk. 

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting, 
last Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for this month’s Happy Hour Book 
Club meeting! Pick up a copy of this 
month’s book at the circulation desk.

FOR YOUTH

Dino Explorers: Unearth a Story 
- Storytime for 2-3s, Fridays (weekly) 
through May 8, 10-11 a.m. For ages 2-3. 
Please register. 

Dino Explorers: Unearth a Story - 
Storytime for 3-5s, Mondays (weekly) 
through May 11, 10-11 a.m. For ages 
3-5. Please register. 

True Tales Storytime for homes-
chooled 5-8s, Wednesdays (weekly) 
through May 6, 1-2 p.m. For homes-
chooled 5-8 year olds. Please register.

Online Gaming Club for YAs, Thurs-
days,  April 30, May 7, 3:30 – 5 p.m. 
For ages 10-15. Drop-in, first come first 

Please see HUBBARD, Page 10

Fair Share Millionaire Tax. 
Utilizing those earnings on 
earned income, not assets, 
over a million dollars a year, 
that was used to create free 
community college.

Oliveira also mentioned it 
was used for universal school 
meals, completely free for 
every child, and increases 
to transportation, roads, and 
bridges. Concluding with the 
topic of transportation, Ol-
iveira explained Chapter 98 
which is money where cities 
and towns can use for any 
type of transportation proj-
ect like bridges, roads, side-
walks, and more.

“For years, that funding 
formula for Chapter 98 was 
based by the three-legged 
stool that had to deal with 
miles of roadway in the com-
munity, which we do have a 
lot of in Western Massachu-

setts, population where we 
don’t have a lot of, and jobs 
within a community which 
we are at a disadvantage for. 
So, all the new money we put 
into Chapter 90 is all based 
on miles of roadways which 
disproportionately Western 
Mass towns because we have 
more roadways.

Ludlow for the last 30 
years was getting around 
$700,000 a year in Chapter 
90 funding; last year they 
got $1.5 million. It doubled 
for transportation dollars, but 
costs are going up for every-
thing, and those dollars are 
not going as far as they used 
to and that’s why we are go-
ing into construction season 
right now, and we want to 
make sure those dollars are 
here. 

The double whammy 
for Ludlow because it also 
supports our local econo-
my because the number of 

construction companies that 
work on all these road proj-
ects are all located right 
here, so any dollar we invest 
in the state level in transpor-
tation, everything else is an 
economic boom and a bene-
fit for the Town because our 
economy is partly based on 
investments. When it gets to 
projects, West St. Bridge is 
shared by the Town of Lud-
low and the City of Spring-
field. 

The city has the larger 
DPW; they’re controlling the 
project management part of 
that project right now and 
with technical assistance 
from the state. Like Ludlow, 
they received a significant 
increase in Chapter 90 dol-
lars and what happened with 
priority repairs is West St. 
Bridge caused that massive 
speed bump, and it got to the 
point where it wasn’t safe for 
people to be on that bridge. 

The City of Springfield 
and the Town of Ludlow are 
working with MassDOT to 
develop a plan to fix that, the 
ultimate goal is a full bridge 
replacement, but we under-
stand that it’s a few years 
down the road. So, by the 
summer, they’re already go-
ing out to bid for that project 
to level it off, so it’s usable 
again and the work can be 
finished by the fall. 

The stress on the Ludlow 
bridge and many people ask, 
why can’t the state help, and 
I have to say it’s not a state 
bridge. It’s being managed 
by the City of Springfield in 
collaboration with the Town 
of Ludlow with technical as-
sistance,” explained Oliveira.

Oliveira also addressed 
concerns of getting people 
over the 21 Bridge in Town 
and stated that the bridge 
may look bad, but it is struc-
turally sound and is not in 

bad shape. But given the 
amount of traffic to access 
the Mass Pike, it creates an 
opportunity for Oliveira to 
investigate more long-term 
solutions. 

Kevin Vestal expressed 
residents’ concerns over the 
lack of communication with 
the bridges and transporta-
tion and Oliveira stated the 
following, “When it’s shared 
by two communities, there’s 
always a jurisdiction issue 
on who’s going to control it. 
Springfield stepped up with 
DPW; I think there needs to 
be a bit more, and we’re con-
stantly in communication.

It’s not on the Town of 
Ludlow because they’re not 
managing the project,” an-
swered Oliveira.

Tony Sanches added that 
there could be more commu-
nication on what’s going on 
in the meantime to make res-
idents aware and at ease.

OLIVEIRA from Page 1

Penny’s Restaurant, 18 Can-
terbury St., Treehouse Brew-
ery in Charlton, Richardson’s 
Chocolate in Deerfield, Old 
Deerfield Village, McCar-
thy’s Pub in Belchertown. 
There are Tanglewood tickets 
to see James Taylor and to 
see the Pops play the Grateful 
Dead. 

There is also have a four 
pack of VIP tickets to see 
the WooSox, the Worcester 
Red Sox baseball team. Also, 
many more gift cards and 
auction items.

“I also wanted to note that 
Bob Roccanti of Raspberries 
Records has been a very gen-
erous donor of gift cards and 
auction items. Our function 
as the Patrons of the Ludlow 
Cultural Council is to provide 
support to the Cultural Coun-
cil in all their programs and 
to help develop new events 
for the community,” said 
Hayes.

Tickets for this event will 
be $10 per person; more in-
formation can be found at the 
Patrons of the Ludlow Cul-
tural Council Facebook page. 

SPRINGFEST from Page 1

Submitted photo

The Ludlow Cultural Council presents the 2026 summer 
concert series, beginning on June 21 with The Lisa Martin 
band and following until Aug. 30.

CLEANUP DAY from Page 1

When volunteers meet at 
the park, they will receive 
the materials needed like 
bags and pokers to help pick 
up trash and other items 
around Town. Many resi-
dents were wondering where 
to go and that will be decid-
ed on the day with groups 
being sent out together to 
various locations in Ludlow. 

See you around Town 
and make sure to recycle 
this newspaper.

Rotary Club to hold another calendar raffle

LUDLOW – The Pa-
trons of the Ludlow Cul-
tural Council was formed 
last summer to work in 
conjunction with the Lud-
low Cultural Council to 
foster the arts in our com-
munity. 

The Patrons are host-
ing “Spring Fest, A Silent 
Auction Fundraiser” on 

Friday, May 1 from 6 to 9 
p.m. at the Polish Ameri-
can Citizen’s Club on East 
Street in Ludlow. 

We have some great 
auction items including 
tickets to Tanglewood for 
James Taylor, WooSox VIP 
ticket package and a $100 
gift card to McCarthy’s 
Pub in Belchertown.

The Patrons to hold Spring Fest,  
Silent Auction fundraiser

WILBRAHAM – The 
Wilbraham-Hampden Rota-
ry Club is holding another 
Calendar Raffle through-
out the month of April with 
prizes given out every day 
in May. The raffle will 
raise money for local com-
munity projects and schol-
arships. Calendars are on 
sale now through the end 
of April for $10 each and 
are available from any club 

member.
The raffle is different 

from the one held last year 
in that, in addition to cash 
prizes, there will also be 
gift cards to many national 
chains with outlets in the 
Greater Springfield area, 
such as Home Depot and 
Dunkin. Thirty prizes will 
be awarded in the month of 
May. “There will be a win-
ner every day. That gives 

every entry many chances 
to win,” announced club 
raffle co-chairman Tim 
Tracy of Wilbraham. To 
purchase a calendar contact 
Ann Marie Ottoson at 413-
530-5996. Proceeds will be 
given back to the commu-
nity said Tracy.

For more information or 
to join the Rotary Club call 
Brad Sperry at 413-537-
4171.

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES
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413-244-1943
A portion of every rental is donated to Breast Cancer Research

AAffordable ffordable WWasteaste S Solutionsolutions
Your Hometown Provider for 

Rolloff and Front Load Dumpster Service

POST
Computer Systems

Repairs • Upgrades
New & Used Equipment • Trade-ins

2785 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095
413-596-5177 • www.pocosys.com

Expert support beyond the sale for small businesses,  
home offices, family systems, mobile professionals and 

everyone in between is what separates POST from all the rest.

Where Technology Has Met It’s Match

Your Hometown Dry Cleaners
Family owned and operated since 1935

GET TO KNOW OUR
GREAT SERVICE

“We get 
stains out 

like it never 
happened.”

413-736-5476  •  parkcleaners413.com

262 Allen St., Springfield
Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm, Sat. 8am-3pm

Sun. 9am-2pm

One Monarch Place
Ste. 200, Springfield

Mon. • Wed. • Fri. 

464 Main St., Wilbraham
Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat. 9am-1pm

Sun. closed

Ask about 
special pricing 

for first 
responders

15% OFF 
DRY CLEANING 

when you 
pre-pay!

Heavenly InspirationsInspirations
Flowers • Gifts 

Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

WHERE DANCE 
CONNECTS US ... AND 
LIFELONG FRIENDS 
ARE MADE!

658 CENTER STREET
LUDLOW, MA 01056
413-583-2321

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

♥♥

WWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COMWWW.ALEGRIADANCE.COM

spotlightHOMETOWN
SMALL BUSINESSSMALL BUSINESS

WE’RE 
MOVED!

Watch for our 
GRAND 

RE-OPENING
in May on 

461 Main Street
(across from Village Store Cafe)

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.

Pay $45/week & get the
Quarter Page Ad FREE!  

Up to 4 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 or 

Email: jwalker@turley.com 
for more information.

WE ARE MOVING!
To The Main Street Market
459 Main Street, Wilbraham

(across from Village Store Cafe)

WATCH FOR 
OUR GRAND 
RE-OPENING

IN MAY!

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

INDIAN ORCHARD 
– Indian Orchard Pizzeria 
has been a staple of Western 
Massachusetts for parts of 
eight decades. Established 
in 1963, the restaurant has 
been continuously operated 
by its founder, Iris Ferrara, 
who will celebrate her 90th 
birthday on May 9, accord-
ing to Joseph Ferrera, Jr.

Marking a remarkable 
personal and professional 
milestone for the local en-
trepreneur. This occasion 
raises an intriguing ques-
tion: could Indian Orchard 
Pizzeria be considered the 
oldest pizzeria in the United 
States?

The answer depends 
on how oldest is defined. 
The pizzeria with the old-
est name is Lombardi’s in 
New York City. Original-
ly established in 1905 by 
Gennaro Lombardi, it is 
widely recognized as the 
first licensed pizzeria in the 
United States. However, 
Lombardi’s changed owner-
ship multiple times and was 
closed for a decade begin-
ning in 1984 before reopen-
ing in 1994 under Gennaro 
Lombardi’s grandson, Jerry 
Lombardi.

Another distinction, 
longest-running within the 
same family belongs to Pa-
pa’s Tomato Pies in Rob-
binsville, NJ. Founded in 
1912 by Giuseppe Papa, it 
has remained in the same 
family for more than a cen-
tury, despite generational 
transitions.

When considering a 

different criterion, the lon-
gest continuously operat-
ed pizzeria under the same 
individual owner Indian 
Orchard Pizzeria stands 
apart. Located at 422 Main 
Street in Indian Orchard, 
Massachusetts, Iris Ferrara 
built the business from the 
ground up, later joined by 
her late husband, Joseph 
Ferrara, who worked at Pe-
ter Pan Bus Lines before 
helping run the restaurant 
full-time. The couple oper-
ated the pizzeria together 
until Joseph’s retirement in 
2004.

The family’s legacy con-
tinued through their sons, 
James and Joseph Jr., both 
of whom worked in the 
business from a young age. 
James remained involved 
until his passing in 2022. 
Joseph Jr. continues to 
contribute part-time while 
also leading the New En-
gland Mutiny women’s and 
the Western Mass Pioneers 
men’s soccer teams based in 
Ludlow, Massachusetts.

Today, at age 90, Iris 
Ferrara remains in the driv-
ing force behind the busi-
ness. While the pizzeria no 
longer operates seven days 
a week into the early morn-
ing hours, its current sched-
ule Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., and Friday and 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 
9 p.m. still amounts to a 
demanding 45-hour work 
week.

“I wouldn’t know what 
to do if I just stayed at 
home. I enjoy cooking for 
people and interacting with 
the customers that have been 
regulars for many years,” 

stated Ferrara.
Far from just a cere-

monial presence, Ferrara 
continues to work in the 
kitchen every day when the 
restaurant is open, person-
ally preparing each pizza. 
Her enduring dedication 
is a testament to her work 
ethic and passion, and a 
defining feature of one of 
the region’s most beloved 
establishments,” ended 
Ferrera.

Ferrara also submitted 
photos of the menu in 1970 
that displayed original pric-
es, “Indian Orchard Pizzeria 
menu from 1975 reflecting 
the signature combination 
pizza of cheese, peppero-
ni, hamburg, peppers and 
mushrooms Medium 14” 
combo 12 slices $2.50 Fam-
ily 18” combo 20 slices 
$4.50 Meatball grinder 90 
cents. Sizes are all the same 
as present day.”

Indian Orchard Pizzeria celebrates 64 years, owner turns 90

Submitted photos

Above, a photo from 1967 at Indian Orchard Pizza, Iris’ father 
Espedito Daniele (Bracigliano, Italy), Iris Ferrara (Ludlow, MA), 
Iris’ mother Emilia Daniele (Bracigliano, Italy), Iris’ husband 
Joseph Ferrara (Ludlow, MA). Right, An article in The Register 
that promoted Indian Orchard Pizzeria in 1970.
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Lions softball grabs 
big win over Orioles

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

BELCHERTOWN— En-
tering their second matchup 
of the regular season on the 
softball diamond, the Lud-
low Lady Lions occupied 
the top spot in the Bi-Coun-
ty league standings, with the 
Belchertown Lady Orioles 
close behind in second place.

The Lady Orioles hopes 
of moving into a first-place 
tie with the Lady Lions were 
dashed following a 9-2 home 
defeat on a chilly afternoon, 
last Wednesday.  

“We were able to score 
some runs early in the game, 
which is always very import-
ant,” said Ludlow head coach 
Missy Rocker. “We’ve been 
hitting the ball very well and 
pitching very well so far this 
season. We’ve also limited 
our errors.” 

The Lady Lions, who 
captured back-to-back league 
titles in 2022 and 2023, cel-
ebrated a 9-6 home win in 
the first meeting against the 
Lady Orioles on April 1. 
They had a perfect 8-0 over-
all record and 7-0 league re-
cord following last week’s 
road win. They banged out a 
total of 14 base hits against 
Belchertown sophomore 
righthander Madeline Wil-
liams.

“This is the first time that 
we’ve started the season with 
an 8-0 since I’ve been coach-
ing the varsity team,” Rocker 
added. “I’m hoping we can 
continue playing well during 
the second half of the regular 
season.”

The Lady Orioles, who 
haven’t won a league title 
since 2013, remained in sec-
ond place with a 7-2 overall 
record and league record. 
Their previous six games 
ended early due to the 12-run 
mercy rule. 

Belchertown hasn’t de-
feated Ludlow on the softball 
field since 2019. 

“Ludlow is a talented 
softball team, and they’re 
probably going to win the 
league title this year,” said 
Belchertown head coach 

Mike Lafayette. “Their 
pitcher dominated today’s 
game. We just need to con-
tinue working hard and keep 
plugging away.”

Ludlow freshman 
righthander Madison Gon-
calves, who shares the start-
ing duties with sophomore 
Olivia Slatton, held Belcher-
town to just one base hit 
during the first five innings.

Goncalves, who allowed 
a total of five hits, issued 
four walks and recorded ten 
strikeouts.  

“Madison has a lot of 
potential, and I can’t wait to 
see what the future holds for 
her,” Rocker said. “We have 
two outstanding pitchers, 
who have different pitching 
styles. Madison has a very 
good change-up.”

Goncalves struck out 
a season-high 11 bat-
ters in a 4-0 home shutout 
win against league rival 
Northampton on April 10. 

Slatton, who was the 
starting pitcher in first 
meeting with Belchertown, 
started at third base in last 
Wednesday’s contest. She 
went 2-for-4 with two RBI.

The Lady Lions, who 
won’t be celebrating senior 
day this spring, held a 3-0 
lead before Goncalves threw 
a pitch in the bottom of the 
first inning.  

Freshman shortstop Abby 
Monette began the game 
with a walk. Junior center-
fielder Caitlyn Peczka, who 
was a perfect 4-for-4 with 3 
RBI, followed with a single 
down the third base line.

Ludlow took a 1-0 lead 
when Slatton hit a double 
down the left field line scor-
ing Monette. The Lady Lions 
plated their other two runs 
in the opening frame on a 
sacrifice fly to left by sopho-
more catcher Madelyn Gon-
calves-Korny and a flyball 
single to right field by Gon-
calves.  

The Lady Orioles, who 
only have three seniors, 
scored a run in the bottom 
half of the opening frame 

LUDLOW – The Lud-
low High School base-
ball team grabbed another 
good win, scoring in each 
of the first four innings 
to defeat Mahar Region-
al 12-1 last Monday af-
ternoon. In the win, six 
different players had two 
hits, including Connor 
Castro with two hits and 
three RBI. Luke Stejna 
had a triple among his two 
hits and three runs scored. 
The Lions are now 5-3.

Lions score win in five innings

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Mason Morace sends the 
easy throw to first.

Connor Castro throws the 
ball across the field to 

third.

Christian Kochanek comes up throwing to first. Left-hander Ryan Sargent sends a pitch home.

Luke Stejna rounds second and heads for 
third on a triple.Jacob Santos squares up the ball.

Ben Sanches makes a bump 
to start play for the Lions

LUDLOW – Last Mon-
day evening, the Ludlow High 
School boys volleyball team 
was defeated at West Spring-
field with a 3-0 sweep. Lud-

low had a tough time in the 
first set, scoring just 11 points, 
but got up to 19 in the second 
set to make the match a bit 
more competitive.

 The Lions fell to 2-8 on 
the season with losses to Sci-
Tech and Putnam last week. 
Ludlow will host Granby on 
Thursday, Apr. 30 at 5:15 p.m.

Andre Costa sends a serve 
away.

Ludlow boys volleyball falls to West Side

Damien Martinez sends the 
ball over the net.

Cooper Champigny tries to get the spike.
Adam Riley sets the ball over 
the net.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jordan Gray goes for a block.

Please see SOFTBALL, Page 8
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BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

lacucinahampden.com
Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

Showers, Christenings, First Communions, 
Rehearsal Dinners, Weddings, etc.

OUR PATIO IS NOW OPEN!
See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu

LOUNGE OPEN & PIZZA 7 DAYS BAR OPEN LATE!

Weather 
Permitting

1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA
413-566-8324

di Hampden House

MOTHER’S DAY    MAY 10TH
Serving Full Service PLATED Brunch 11am-3pm 

Dinner Menus With Specials Available 11am-10pm

Specialty Mimosas & Bloody Marys! 

CALL FOR FULL MENU
Reservations Available Now - Call Early!

is

Visit our website to enroll in our 
NEW CUSTOMER LOYALTY REWARDS PROGRAM!

WATCH ALL OF THE 
GAMES IN OUR LOUNGE!

Enjoy appetizers & your favorite drink!

9 Allen St., • Hampden Mini Mall • Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
                                       | www.giospizzeria.comOpen Wed.-Sun.
Closed Mon. & Tues.

• GOURMET PIZZAS • WINGS
• GIANT CALZONES • DINNERS

• GRINDERS & WRAPS • SALADS
Treat Mom To A 

Special Lunch or 
Dinner for 

Mother’s Day, 
Sunday, May 11th

P
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ILS

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE
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ILS

EST. 2011

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

LET’S GO OUT!LET’S GO OUT!
Your Local Favorite Restaurants

WINE DOWN 
WEDNESDAYS $20

2341 Boston Rd., (Rt. 20), Wilbraham, MA

       413.279.2020
        route20barandgrille.com

$18 PRIME RIB 
NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY
Dine In Only • While Supplies Last

Serving: Thurs. - Sat. 11:30
and Sun. 10:30

LUNCH

$20 STEAK N’ BREW
EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT!

LIVE MUSIC!
EVERY THURS., FRI. & SAT.

HAPPY HOUR
THURSDAYS 4-7:30PM!

Specially Priced Apps & Live Music

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays 10:30-2:30
(Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8pm)

Our Deck is  
Open weather 
permitting!

MOTHER’S DAY MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCHBRUNCH

SUNDAY, MAY 10TH
CALL US TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR RESERVATION FOR 
PARTIES OF SIX OR MORE

413-279-2020
OUR FULL & BRUNCH MENU OUR FULL & BRUNCH MENU 
PAIRED WITH BUILD YOUR PAIRED WITH BUILD YOUR 

OWN BLOODY MARY & OWN BLOODY MARY & 
MIMOSAS 10:30AM - 2:30PMMIMOSAS 10:30AM - 2:30PM

DINNER SPECIALS 3:30PM - 8PMDINNER SPECIALS 3:30PM - 8PM

Thursday 4/30
Anthony Bruno

Friday 5/1
Luther

Saturday 5/2 
John Manzi

SERVING: TUES. & WED. 4-9PM
THURS.-SAT. 11:30AM-9:30PM • SUN. 10:30AM-8PM

WITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHTWITH EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORERESERVATIONS ACCEPTED FOR PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE

Bar & Grille
EST. 2016

Advertise Your Local Restaurant or Pub Here!
Email: jwalker@turley.com

without the benefit of a base 
hit.

Junior shortstop Emily 
Waller and sophomore catch-
er Kina Roy began the inning 
with back-to-back walks. 
Then junior second baseman 
hit a groundball to sopho-
more first baseman Marlie 
Fuentes. Waller was able to 
score from second base on 
the play.

With one-out in the 
following inning, Peczka 
smashed a two-run double to 
center field. The ball glanced 
off the glove of sophomore 
centerfielder Alexa Raymer 
before she fell over the por-
table fence. 

Raymer made her first 
varsity start in place of se-
nior Loralai Smith. She 
made a total of four putouts, 
including an outstanding 
catch in the fourth inning.

“Our normal centerfield-
er is sick, so Alexa started 
her first varsity game today,” 
Lafayette said. “She made a 
couple of nice catches.”    

The Lady Lions scored 
an unearned run in the third 
giving them a 6-1 advantage.

Ludlow added three more 
runs with two outs in the top 
of the sixth inning. 

Peczka and Slatton de-
livered RBI singles before 
Goncalves-Korny hit a run 
scoring double to center 
field.

With one-out in the bot-
tom of the sixth, Kina Roy 
belted a line-drive home run 
over the left field fence.

It was Roy’s first home 
run in a varsity game.

The Lady Orioles ral-
ly continued with singles 
by Mitus and junior third 
baseman Lila Roy (2-for-3). 
Senior left fielder Abigail 
Almeida also walked, but 
the home team had a runner 
tagged out at the plate be-
fore the inning ended with a 
strikeout. 

The third meeting be-
tween the two neighboring 
high schools could take place 
during the Western Mass 
Class B tournament or the 
Division 3 state tournament.

SOFTBALL from Page 7

CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
- The Springfield Thun-
derbirds proved to be the 
comeback kids for the 
second straight night, de-
feating the Charlotte 
Checkers 2-1 in overtime 
in the deciding Game 3 
of the clubs’ First Round 
Calder Cup Playoff series. 
For a third straight game, a 
Checkers blueliner broke 
the ice within six min-
utes of game action. With 
the teams skating 4-on-4, 
Jack Studnicka skated up 
the right side before slid-
ing a pass across the slot 
to Tobias Bjornfot, who 
flipped a wrist shot past 

Georgi Romanov’s glove 
hand at 5:58 to give Char-
lotte the 1-0 advantage.   
As he did in Game 2, 
though, Romanov helped 
stabilize the defensive zone, 
turning away a sneaky 
backhand effort from Noah 
Gregor and the remaining 
seven shots that came his 
way in the opening period. 
Springfield’s offense only 
got four shots on the net, 
but chances began to ar-
rive late in the period, with 
Otto Stenberg catching 
the post on a sharp angle 
chance and Julien Gauthi-
er forcing Charlotte goalie 
Cooper Black to hold the 

fort on two net-crashing ef-
forts. The T-Birds also got a 
power play opportunity late 
in the period that came up 
empty, then carried a sec-
ond man advantage into the 
opening 1:38 of period two. 
The Springfield power play 
had a difficult time getting 
offense established, and 
the T-Birds were limited to 
just eight shots for the du-
ration of period two, then 
failed to get on the board 
with a power play to open 
the third period as well. 
Despite the odds, Steve 
Ott’s club continued to 

T-Birds move into next round of playoffs

Please see T-BIRDS, Page 9
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OBITUARIES
DEATH 

NOTICES
Sandra Lee Kulig

Died March 7, 2026
Celebration of Life 

May 9, 2-4 p.m.
Ludlow 

Funeral Home

Alan John Vautrain
Died April 22, 2026

Visiting hours 
April 28 4-7 p.m. at 

Ludlow 
Funeral Home

Funeral services 
April 29, 11 a.m. 

St. Elizabeth’s Parish
Ludlow 

Funeral Home

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Sandra Lee Kulig
It is with heavy 

hearts and cherished 
memories that we 
announce the pass-
ing of Sandra Lee 
Kulig, affectionate-
ly known as “Sam” 
or “Sammy” to her 
friends and fami-
ly. Sandra departed 
this world on March 
7, 2026, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. She was 
78 years old. Born on Feb-
ruary 21, 1948, in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, Sandra 
was the beloved daughter of 
Shirley (Germain) and Leroy 
Wenners. She was preceded 
in death by her parents, her 
brother, Marc Wenners, and 
her daughter-in-law, Kimber-
ly Steigmeyer. Sandra’s spirit 
and legacy continue to thrive 
through her devoted husband, 
Robert “Big Bob” Kulig, Sr., 
whom she married on August 
1, 2015, following nearly two 
decades of companionship.

Sandra’s life was a tapes-
try of love and dedication to 
her family. She is survived 
by her children, Cheri Lynn 
Steigmeyer (David Batts), 
Jeffrey Steigmeyer (Kim 
Maxson), and Brian Steig-
meyer (Aimee Labrecque), 
as well as her stepchildren, 
Robert (Lisa) and Kimberly. 
Her nurturing presence and 
kind heart are cherished by 
her grandchildren, Abigay-
le, Jake, Zachary, Alexan-
dra, Ethan, Kellan, Regan, 
and Peyton, along with her 
great-granddaughters, Stella 
and Lennon. Sandra is also 
survived by her siblings, 
Frank (Lynn) and Curt (De-
nise), and her sister-in-law, 
Patricia. Sandra’s journey 
through life was marked by 
her deep commitment to fam-
ily and community.

A 1966 graduate of the 
High School of Commerce 
in Springfield, Sandra found 
fulfillment in her role as Di-
rector of Home Services at 
Tac Medical Solutions. Her 

compassion and 
dedication to caring 
for others touched 
countless lives. 
Sandra’s retirement 
in 2004 marked the 
beginning of a joy-
ful chapter filled 
with travel, culinary 
adventures, and 
family gatherings. 

She relished Sunday dinners 
with family, picnics, and 
hosting special occasions, 
always with a warm smile 
and welcoming heart. Her 
love for the ocean was evi-
dent in her fondness for York 
Beach, Ogunquit, and Mel-
bourne Beach, where she and 
Bob split their time, creating 
homes filled with laughter 
and love. Sandra was an avid 
traveler, seeking adventure 
on ocean and river cruises to 
Europe, the Caribbean, and 
beyond. Her zest for life and 
ability to bring joy to those 
around her was unparalleled. 
Whether she was cooking a 
delicious meal, celebrating a 
milestone, or embarking on a 
new journey, Sandra’s pres-
ence offered warmth and hap-
piness.

As we remember Sandra 
Lee Kulig, let us celebrate the 
life of a remarkable woman 
who lived fully, loved deeply, 
and left an indelible mark on 
all who knew her. Her spirit 
will forever be a source of in-
spiration and comfort to those 
she leaves behind. A Celebra-
tion of Life for Sandra will be 
held on Saturday, May 9th. 
Visiting hours will be held 
from 2:00-4:00pm at Lud-
low Funeral Home. Family 
and friends are then asked to 
gather to continue celebrating 
Sandra’s life at 4:30pm at the 
Ludlow Country Club.

In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily kindly requests that do-
nations be made in Sandra’s 
name to the American Can-
cer Society or charity of your 
choice, continuing her legacy 
of care and compassion.

Alan John Vautrain
Alan John Vau-

train passed away 
suddenly in a car 
accident on April 
22, 2026, at the 
age of 53.  Born in 
Springfield to John 
and Adele (Petro-
lati) Vautrain, he 
was a lifelong resi-
dent of Ludlow and 
a 1990 graduate of Ludlow 
High School.  Following 
graduation, Alan enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy Reserves and 
continued his education at 
STCC where he obtained an 
Associate in Science Degree 
in Diagnostic Medical Imag-
ing.

Alan began his career at 
Baystate Medical Center in 
the radiology department. 
He then went on to work for 
United Medical Systems as a 
National Lithotripsy Train-
ing Specialist and technolo-
gist for 28 years.  Because of 
his caring nature and dedica-
tion, Alan was valued highly 
by doctors and patients alike.

He was a faithful commu-
nicant of St. Mary’s Church 
and, later, St. Elizabeth Par-
ish, where he was an active 
parishioner.  Alan was an 
amazing person who made 
a lasting impact on everyone 
he met.  He was a role model 
and friend to so many – kind, 
strong and always there when 
you needed him, bringing 
laughter and smiles to those 
around him.  He enjoyed 
playing sports, hiking, kay-
aking and above all fishing 
with his father and father-in-
law.  He was an avid sports 
fan.  Alan took great joy in at-
tending his children’s, nieces’ 
and nephews’ games.  Alan 
was also known for hosting 
his legendary, weekly “guys’ 
night.”

In addition to 
his parents, Alan 
leaves behind 
his beloved wife, 
Maureen (Talbot) 
Vautrain, the love 
of his life.  Their 
28 years of mar-
riage were filled 
with love, laugh-
ter, and the joy of 

a close and devoted fami-
ly.  Alan was the proud and 
loving father of Zachary, 
Jacob and Jessica, whom he 
adored.

Alan is also survived by 
his sister, Lianne Albright. 
Alan is further survived by 
his father-in-law, Larry Tal-
bot; his sisters- and broth-
ers-in-law, Michelle Gates 
(Mario), Monica (Richard) 
LaCroix, Mandy Talbot, and 
Michael Talbot; and his cher-
ished nieces and nephews, 
Alec, Hannah and Jetta Al-
bright, Matthew (Kayla) and 
Steven Gates, Carolyn, Ben-
jamin and Meredith LaCroix, 
and Kyleigh and Brennan 
Dwyer, along with many ex-
tended family members and 
friends who will miss him 
deeply.

Visiting hours for Alan 
will be held on Tuesday, 
April 28th from 4:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at Ludlow Funeral 
Home.  Family and friends 
are asked to gather direct-
ly at St. Elizabeth Parish at 
11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 29th for a Liturgy of 
Christian Burial, followed 
by a procession to Island 
Pond Cemetery for commit-
tal services.  In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial donations may 
be made in Alan’s name to 
Ludlow Veterans’ Assistance 
Fund, Ludlow Veterans’ Ser-
vices, 487 Holyoke Street, 
Ludlow, MA  01056.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

DATEBOOK
Do you have a local 

event or activity to publi-
cize? Please send the infor-
mation as either a Word doc 
or plain (no bold text or oth-
er formatting) email text (no 
PDFs, please and do not use 
all uppercase (i.e. UPPER 
CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. At 
least two weeks prior to the 
event is encouraged. Send 
your community events to 
theregister@turley.com 

ONGOING

PLAY CRIBBAGE IN 
INDIAN ORCHARD - 
Cribbage players of all ages 
and ability are welcome to 
enjoy a fun time with other 
local cribbage players. Join 
us at Club #72, “Pegging 
Fools”, Tuesdays at  6:30 
p.m.  at St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church, 135 Goodwin 
St., Indian Orchard. For 
more information, contact 
Peter Setian, 413-552-6336.

VOLLEYBALL at E 
Street School began Sept. 
16th at 5:30 p.m. They play 
Tuesday and Thursdays. 
Call the Ludlow Senior 
Center for more information 
413-583-3564.

BI-MONTHLY FOOD 
DRIVE On the first Satur-
day of each EVEN month 
(February, April, June, Au-
gust, October, December) 
First Church in Ludlow, 859 
Center St, collects non-per-
ishable foods. From 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., drive through the 
back parking lot. We will 
take your donations out 
of your car & bring them 
to the Community Survival 
Center to be distributed to 
those in need.

FREE CLOTHING. Ev-

ery Tuesday from 9 to 11 
a.m., in the school building 
located behind Crossway 
Christian Church, 2230 
Main St., Three Rivers. 
Clothing from baby through 
adult. Current, seasonal 
clothes in all sizes. Bags are 
provided for easy shopping. 
For more information call 
Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Host-
ed by the Indian Orchard 
Citizens Council 3:30-5 
p.m. every Monday. Free to 
play with great prizes. For 
more information, call 413-
209-8240.

CHESS CLUB: Open to 
residents of all surrounding 
communities 5:30 p.m. ev-
ery Tuesday at the Indian 
Orchard Citizens Council, 
117 Main St. For more in-
formation, contact the IOCC 
at 413- 209-8240 or indi-
anorchardcitizenscouncil@
gmail.com or stop in during 
operating hours. Follow the 
IOCC on Facebook and In-
stagram.

AQUACISE AT THE 
CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys 
& Girls Club, at 91 Claudi-
as Way, continues to offer 
Aquacise throughout the 
week. Aquacise is a low-im-
pact, full-body workout per-
formed in the water to put 
less stress on your joints 
and muscles while build-
ing strength. Classes are 
open to all members with 
pool-inclusive memberships 
and do not require prior reg-
istration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
For questions, call 413-583-
2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAM-

ILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group 
meets 6-7:15 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month at Our Lady of 
Fatima Parish Center. Edu-
cation, resources, peer sup-
port, and hope for parents 
and family members coping 
with a loved one with a sub-
stance use disorder. Anyone 
needing help is welcome to 
attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six 
feet apart. For more infor-
mation, call Maureen at 
413-563-6226.

QUABBIN VALLEY 
TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, 
now is the time to give your-
self a gift of dancing enjoy-
ment for the coming holiday 
time. Do you want some 
exercise, mental acuity, and 
lots of fun with great peo-
ple? Try our national folk 
dance, square dancing with 
the Quabbin Valley Twirlers. 
They dance in Belchertown 
and Ludlow with Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings 
available. For more informa-
tion, call Gloria or Fran at 
413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A 
weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bas-
tos takes place at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays at 485 East St., 
Ludlow. Call 413-348-6487 
for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: 
Volunteer to read, shop or 
walk with a blind or vision 
impaired person in your 
community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
at 1-888-613-2777 for de-
tails.

Pioneer Valley wine festival begins June 6
BRIMFIELD – Brim-

field Auction Acres, Birth-
place of the world-famous 
Brimfield Antique Shows 
will host the 6th annual 
Pioneer Valley wine fes-
tival  on Saturday, June 6 
and Sunday, June 7 from 12 
p.m. to 5 p.m.

2026 Marks the 7th year 
of the Pioneer Valley Wine 
and Food festival. This ex-
citing event brings togeth-
er New England Wineries, 
Cideries, Distilleries, and 
Meaderies from across the 

Pioneer Valley and Farmers 
of many sorts selling their 
wares. 

The event started in 
2018 by the collabora-
tion with farm wineries 
throughout New England 
and local farmers to create 
a festival to highlight the 
magnificent products Mas-
sachusetts provides all in 
unison and support of Mas-
sachusetts Agricultural De-
partment. 

The festival will fea-
ture local vintners and craft 

brewers ready to spill their 
secrets, Live Art demon-
strations, sizzling chef pan-
el starring culinary celebs - 
to be announced soon. 

Last year celebrity 
guests include Brynn Gib-
son, the youngest Black 
Jacket finalist from Fox’s 
Hell’s Kitchen with Gor-
don Ramsay. We also have 
Jared Forman, the culinary 
mastermind behind Dead-
horse Hill, who brought 
the heat on Food Network’s 
Beat Bobby Flay.

dig deeper, and at 5:45 of 
the third, a greasy goal 
changed the T-Birds for-
tunes when Chris Wagner 
rolled a puck into the blue 
paint, where Calle Ros-
en crashed the net front 
and tucked it across the 
line to even the score, 1-1. 
Black and Romanov kept 

things locked down for the 
remainder of the third, forc-
ing the winner-take-all game 
into sudden death overtime. 
Springfield managed just 
two shots in the extra peri-
od, but the second of those 
two, at 14:54 of the frame, 
proved to be the dagger 
as former Checker Julien 
Gauthier power-drove the 
right side of the net, flip-

ping a backhander that 
glanced off the post, then 
off Black’s backside before 
finding its way home for 
the series-clinching goal.   
The T-Birds now move on 
to face the Providence Bru-
ins in the Atlantic Division 
Semifinals; Game 1 is slat-
ed for Friday, May 1 at 7:05 
p.m. at Amica Mutual Pavil-
ion. 

T-BIRDS  from Page 8

Pioneer Valley Financial Group announces 
second Certifed Financial Planner Professional

REGION—Pioneer Val-
ley Financial Group (PV) is 
proud to announce that Kev-
in Sylvester has earned his 
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL 
PLANNER® (CFP®) certi-
fication, becoming the firm’s 
second CFP® professional.

Sylvester joined the PV 
team in 2019 and has con-
sistently demonstrated a 
strong commitment to pro-
fessional growth and client 
service. His dedication to 
advancing his knowledge 
and expertise reflects both 
his personal drive and PV’s 
culture of continuous devel-
opment.

“The cornerstone of 
PV Financial Group is our 
continued support of pro-
fessional development for 
our team,” said Managing 
Partner and Wealth Advi-
sor Ed Sokolowski. “Kevin 
has shown that commitment 
since the day he started, and 

our clients are bet-
ter for it.”

Before enter-
ing the financial 
services industry, 
Sylvester made a 
career change in 
2011 and returned 
to school while 
balancing the de-
mands of work 
and family. He 
attended University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst, graduat-
ing in 2018 with a degree in 
Mathematics and a concen-
tration in Actuarial Science. 
Shortly after, he began his 
career in wealth manage-
ment, where he discovered 
a passion for helping clients 
achieve long-term financial 
success.

Sylvester continued to 
build on his expertise by 
earning both his Accredit-
ed Investment Fiduciary® 
(AIF®) and Certified Plan 

Fiduciary Advi-
sor® (CPFA®) 
designations, fur-
ther strengthening 
his ability to serve 
clients with integ-
rity and insight.

The CFP® cer-
tification is one of 
the most respected 
credentials in the 
financial planning 

industry. To earn the des-
ignation, candidates must 
complete rigorous educa-
tion requirements, pass a 
comprehensive six-hour 
examination, gain relevant 
professional experience, and 
commit to upholding strict 
ethical standards.

Sylvester’s achievement 
marks an important mile-
stone for both his career and 
Pioneer Valley Financial 
Group’s ongoing commit-
ment to excellence.

 Kevin Sylvester

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.
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Ludlow 
Conservation Commission

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Conservation 

Commission has scheduled a 
Public Meeting under W.P.A. 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, § 40) in Lud-
low Town Hall, 3rd floor, Select 
Board’s Conference Room, for 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026, at 
6:45 p.m. for the Request for 
Determination of Applicability 
application of Linda Nawracaj, 
for the property located at 33 Ev-
ergreen Circle (Assessors’ Map 
11A, Parcel 150). The subject 
of the meeting is: installation of 
chain link fence along the top of 
bank.  

If for any reason this meeting 
is cancelled, it will be resched-
uled to Wednesday, June 3, 2026.

Angela Tierney, Chair
04/29/2026

LUDLOW ZONING 
BOARD OF APPEALS 

LEGAL NOTICE
The Ludlow Zoning Board of 

Appeals will hold a public hear-
ing in the Ludlow Town Hall, 
488 Chapin Street, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Wednes-
day, May 13, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
on the application of Nicholas K 
Goggin for the property located 
at 40 Turning Leaf, Ludlow, 
MA (Assessors’ Map 30, Par-
cel 272, Zoning: Agricultural) 
The subject of the hearing is for 
a Variance for a single-family 
home under construction which 

inadvertently was built encroach-
ing within the front setback. The 
front porch and corner of the 
building were built within the 
forty-foot setback. 

Alan Aubin, Chairman  
04/29, 05/06/2026

Town of Ludlow 
Office of the Select Board

LEGAL NOTICE 
You are hereby notified that a 

PUBLIC HEARING will be held 
at the Town Hall Select Board’s 
Conference Room, 488 Chapin 
Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 on 
Tuesday, May 19th, 2026 at 
6:00 P.M. On the application of 
Casa Pizzeria, LLC, 325 East 
Street, Ludlow MA 01056 All 
Alcohol License for Alteration 
of Premises for the following 
described premises: Two story 
building with apartment above, 
reducing 1st floor apartment to 
add dining room on 1st floor.  

William Rosenblum, 
Chairperson 

Anthony Alves, Vice Chair 
James Gennette 

Tony Sanches 
Manuel Silva 

Ludlow Select Board
04/22, 04/29/2026

Town of Ludlow, MA
Office of the Select Board

LEGAL NOTICE:
You are hereby notified that 

a PUBLIC HEARING will 
be held at the Town Hall Select 
Board’s Conference Room, 488 

Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA 
01056 on Tuesday, May 19, 
2026, at 5:45 P.M.

Upon petition of EVER-
SOURCE to lay and maintain 
underground laterals, cables and 
wires in the above or intersect-
ing public ways for the purpose 
of making connections with such 
poles and buildings as it may de-
sire for distributing purposes.

35 PINEWOOD DRIVE: 
requesting permission to install 
(1) 40’ CL1 joint owned pole. 
This pole is to be located approx-
imately 95’ from existing pole 
287/1 and place in line with ex-
isting poles which approximate-
ly 35’ from opposite side of the 
roadway. This pole will be used 
to re-feed to house 35 Pinewood 
Road as part of a solar upgrade 
for the customer.

William Rosenblum, 
Chairperson

Anthony Alves, Vice Chair
James Gennette

Tony Sanches
Manuel Silva

Ludlow Select Board 
04/22, 04/29/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD26P0883EA
Estate of: 

Loretta Claire Fuller 
Date of Death: 10/15/2025 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Linda J Bedard of 
Ludlow, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that 
Linda J Bedard of Ludlow, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
on the bond in unsupervised ad-
ministration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 05/28/2026. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 

further notice to you. 
UNSUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T. 
Stoudemire, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 23, 2026 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/29/2026

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD26P0799EA
Estate of: 

Kenneth Joseph Konopka
Date of Death:

November 28, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner David W 
Nawoj  of Provincetown, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

David W Nawoj  of Province-
town, MA

Lorraine Kozniewski of 
Belchertown, MA

have been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
04/29/2026

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, 

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens ( 11-18 )
1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
 for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin,  Keith Davies  
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App

Wednesday, April 15 – Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C), 
Holy Mother Choir – 4:30 PM (C), 

Cub Scouts – 6 PM (FLBH), 
Bible Study – 6:30 PM (JR)

Thursday, April 16 –Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C)
Friday, April 17 –Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C)

Saturday, April 18 - Confessions – 2:30PM (C), 
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 PM (C), 

Sunday, April 19 – Sunday Masses at 7:30 AM, 
9:15 AM, 11 AM, 5 PM (C), 

Confirmation Class – 8 AM (JR), 
Take & Eat – 8 AM (FLBH/K), 

Lifeteen – 6 PM – (JR)
Monday, April 20 - Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C), 

Women’s Bible Study – 6:00 PM (ER)
Tuesday, April 21 – Daily Mass - 7:30 AM (C), 

St. Rita Choir – 4 PM (C), 
Bereavement Support Group – 6:30 PM (ER)

 
ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH

95 Berkshire Street
Indian Orchard, MA 01151

413-543-4204
Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 

11 a.m. (English)
Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. 
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow

(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups 
meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St. Ludlow
413-583-3339  office

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

413-285-3069 
Call her at other times to make an appointment

Sunday Worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
Grace Union Church, Wilbraham 

Check our Facebook page or website for the 
schedule of worship and events

https://www.facebook/firstchurchludlow
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com

LEGALS

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping local 
businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, which 
tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking 
for an outgoing, energetic person interested in selling 
advertising for our community newspapers. The right 
candidate will assume an established territory with a 
portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent communication and 
organizational skills. Basic computer skills are required. 

Previous print sales experience is preferred 
but we will train the right candidate. 

We are a locally owned family business, offers a 
competitive commission structure, 

401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:
Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

Email: jamie@turley.com

served. 
Grow, Play & Learn 

Playgroup for 0-2 year 
olds, Thursdays,  April 
30, May 7, 14, 21, 28, 9:45 
- 10:30 a.m. Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents CFCE. 
Please register.

Grow, Play & Learn 
Playgroup for 2-5 year 
olds, Thursdays, April 30, 
May 7, 14, 21, 28 10:45 - 
11:30 a.m. Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents CFCE. 
Please register.

Sewing Clinic, Thurs-
days (biweekly), April 30, 
through May 28, 5:30 p.m. 
For middle and high school. 
Please register.

Little Yogis Preschool 
Yoga, Saturday, May 2, 10 

a.m. For ages 2-5 and care-
giver. Please register.

Minecraft Club, Sat-
urdays, May 2, 9, noon to 
1:50 p.m. For ages 7-11. We 
have Minecraft accounts. 
Please register.

May the 4th Be with 
You Scavenger Hunt, Mon-
day, May 4, all day. For 
youth of all ages. Drop-in.

Youth Chess Club, 
Mondays (biweekly), May 
4, 18,  3:30 p.m. For ages 
9-17. Please register.

Anime Club, Tuesdays 
(biweekly), May 5, 19, 3:30 
p.m. For middle and high 
school. Registration recom-
mended. 

Youth Crochet Club, 
Tuesdays (biweekly), May 
5, 19, 5:30 p.m. For ages 
10-17. Please register.

Make a Fairy Terrar-
ium, Thursday, May 7, 5 
p.m. For ages 9-17. Please 
register.

Make Mother’s Day 
Keychains, Saturday, May 
9, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  For 
youth of all ages. Drop-in.

Pokemon Club, 
Wednesdays (biweekly), 
May 13, 27,  3:30 to 4:45 
p.m. For gr. 3-8. Please reg-
ister.

Sing With Me, every 
Tuesday, 10:30 to 11 a.m.  
For 0-5s. Drop-in.

Lego Build Challenge, 
every Wednesday, noon to 
5 p.m. Drop-in. 

Daily Drop-In Crafts, 
all ages. DIY crafts avail-
able in the Youth Room dai-
ly. New craft each week.

HUBBARD  from Page 5

WILBRAHAM - Re-
gional musician and singer 
Dan Kirouac will bring his 
program The Music Of Mc-
cartney: The World’s Most 
Successful Songwriter to the 
Wilbraham Senior Center on 
Thursday May 28 at Noon.

The program, delivered 
on piano and vocals, will 

explore the music of Paul 
McCartney from the Beat-
les years through Wings and 
into the 1980s, highlighted 
by informational commen-
tary. Dan Kirouac is a 40-
year veteran of the New En-
gland music scene, and has 
appeared in two long-term 
Beatles tribute bands from 

2000 to 2022.
The center is located 

at 250 Springfield St. The 
program is free and open 
to members of the Wilbra-
ham senior community. For 
more information, please call 
(413) 596-8379. For more 
about the artist, search Dan 
Kirouac Music on Facebook.

The Music of McCartney comes to Wilbraham in May
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MISCELLANEOUS
2022 LOADRITE BOAT TRAILER, 
Model C650-1T. Capacity 650 lbs. Used 
two seasons with canoe. Adjustable for 
conventional boat. Original owner, $1500, 
413-244-4520.

ST. JUDE THANK YOU FOR answer-
ing my prayers. P.F.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, MAY 8 AND 

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 8am-3pm. 
Rain/shine. 63 Walker Rd., Wales. 

Antiques, furniture, plants, arts, rare finds.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no 
project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 

trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

 Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured. 
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall 
clean-ups, mulching, pruning. 

Serving parts of Hampden 
and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation

Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

“RANDY and RICKY 
Spring Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

TUNE-UPS

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 

LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE-OUTS, 
REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4,
LOTS OF STORAGE. $8000. 

BRIMFIELD  – (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years 
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now 
$1,200. 413-218-2321

LABORERS AND HEAVY
 EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 

Positions available with local work. Proper 
licenses required including OSHA compli-
ance. Compensation will commensurate 
with  experience. Transportation required.

Email: 
bradwayconstruction@yahoo.com 

with your resume and for more information.

The Town Oakham is seeking 
an experienced 

LABORER/TRUCK DRIVER
 to join the Highway department.

Pay rate is $26.26 - $28.28/hr 
depending on experience. 

For a full job description
and job application please visit: 

ma-oakham.civicplus.com/
216/Highway-Department

 or email admin@oakham-ma.gov

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WEST BROOKFIELD. Clean  2 bed-
room, 1 bath mobile home in over 55 park. 
508-867-7972

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED

DL&G
TREE

Give us a call today 
for your free estimate and 
tree evaluation by 
a ISA certified arborist

DL&G
TREE

413-478-4212
dlandgtree.com

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE

■ Tree Removal  
■ Structural Pruning
■ Crane Service
■ Storm Damage
■ Stump Grinding
■ Lot Clearing

Spring is Here!


