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By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Last week, 
Vice President of Program 
Management for the Pere-
grine Group Marlana Patton 

led an in-depth presentation 
that reviewed, answered, and 
acknowledged the residents 
most asked questions, com-
ments, and concerns regard-
ing the new Ludlow Power 
Choice program beginning 
on Aug. 1. Learning all about 

the LudlowPowerChoice 
electricity program and what 
that means as a resident in 
the town, how it will impact 
future billing beginning in 
Sept., and further explanation 
on certain topics, residents 
were pleased overall with the 

explanation.
But first, what is the Per-

egrine Energy Group and 
how does it relate to the Lud-
lowPowerChoice electricity 

Breaking down LudlowPowerChoice, 
town’s new electricity program 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

The room was packed full for the Ludlow Power Choice presentation at the senior center.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW – “We care 
about the people who live 
here.” As a continuation of 
the summer safety series 
for The Register, I want-
ed to bring together Chief 
Pease of the Fire Depart-
ment and Chief Valadas of 
the Police Department, and 
get their advice with both 

of their informative safety 
backgrounds. In the after-
noon of July 1, meeting at 
the Safety Complex before 
the First Responders Night 
at the Elks Lodge, I asked 
them a series of questions 
that hopefully will provide 
answers to the most asked 
summer questions. 

Chiefs talk about 
summer safety

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Chief Pease of the LFD and Chief Valadas of the LPD 
together to speak about summer safety.

Please see LUDLOW 
POWER CHOICE, Page 6

Please see SUMMER 
SAFETY, Page 6

Madison Mathias earns first runner-up for Miss MA Teen
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “It’s all about 
empowering women.” On July 
9, First Runner-up for Miss 
Massachusetts Teen Madison 
Mathias sat down and spoke 
all about her experience grow-
ing up in town, managing her 
education and pageant compe-
tition lifestyle, and sharing her 
projects that give back to the 
people closest to her. Learn-
ing about the pageant world 
and what it means to compete 
at 17 years old, Mathias’ went 
back to the beginning and 
shared why she did it in the 
first place. 

Competing for three years 
and attending high school as 
a senior in the fall, Mathias 

explained the pag-
eants are great for 
scholarship oppor-
tunities, like when 
she earned the first 
runner-up spot at 
Miss MA Teen, 
she was awarded 
$1,000 in scholar-
ships. 

“This year was 
my third year and 
I definitely put 
in a lot of work 
over those three 
years competing 
and so being first 
runner-up was so 
special to me, not 
only because I’ve been com-
peting for so long, but I really 
got to see my hard work come 
to fruition. I love competing 
and being on the stage, I also 

have some of my 
best friends’ back-
stage and so hav-
ing their support 
was a great op-
portunity as well,” 
said Mathias.

Mathias men-
tioned a list of 
family members 
and friends that 
have supported 
her, mentioning 
Miss Blackstone 
Valley’s Teen Iaila 
Hosnander, Miss 
Southeastern Mas-
sachusetts Teen 
Marianna McCal-

lum, Emilia Alves, Sophia 
Alvaro, and family members 
Robert, Danielle, and Camer-
on Mathias. 

The day before the stage 

portion of the competition, the 
competitors do an interview 
and Mathias specifically high-
lights her community service 
initiative called the Cameron 
Project, “I advocate for chil-
dren with learning disabilities. 
In my interview they asked 
me a lot of questions about 
that and then moved onto ask-
ing questions that are on my 
fact sheet.” 

The Cameron Project be-
gan when Mathias’ younger 
sister was dealing with her 
ADHD and saw her sibling 
struggle in school, sharing 
that it was something she 
wanted to advocate for and 
make the future generations’ 
experiences easier. “With the 

Madison Mathias 
is known to 
be a standout 
in pageantry, 
academically gifted, 
and deeply involved 
in extracurricular 
activities. 

Submitted photos

Earning recently Miss Bay State’s Teen, Madison Mathias 
waves to the crowd containing close family and friends.

 Creature comfort

Lupa Zoo visits 
library

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On July 7, 
Stan Lupa from Lupa Zoo 
visited the Hubbard Memo-
rial Library to show off 15 
creatures that brought fur-
riness, slithering, flapping, 
and fantastic fun. From a 
Madagascar hedgehog to a 
red eyed tree frog, tortoise The three-week-old baby 

monkey was met with 
admiration from all the 
attendees at the zoo visit. 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Stan Lupa with a ferret that is in the same family group as 
weasels, known as Mustelidae.

Please see LUPA ZOO, 
Page 9

Please see MADISON, 
Page 9

 Celebrate Ludlow is back and ready
to roll out memorable town events

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On July 7, 
Linda Collette of the Cel-
ebrate Ludlow Committee 
spoke about the immense 
planning they’ve been work-
ing on for the upcoming fall 
and winter seasons. Although 
it is well into the hot sum-
mer, Collette reached out to 
The Register to review all 
the committee’s plans for the 
colder months and when the 
leaves begin to turn orange 
and red. 

After the success of the 
250th Committee and the 
events that made the celebra-
tory year most memorable, 
Collette spoke about the be-
ginnings of the fall and win-
ter events and what residents 
and families can expect in the 
near future. 

“Celebrate Ludlow is 
back, although we never real-
ly left but we’re back on track 
and we’re really excited about 
going forward with some 
events. Due to the 250th, 
some of those events went so 
well and people really liked 
them that they asked us to 
bring things back and keep 

it going. We’ll definitely be 
doing the ‘Falling into Fun’ 
event at Veterans Memorial 
Park on 11 East Street on Sat-
urday, Oct. 4th from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. We’ll have space for 
65 craft vendors there, five to 
six food trucks coming, local 
civic groups involved like the 
scouts, veterans group, the 
American Legion, the Boys 

and Girls Club. We want all 
the Ludlow groups to come. 
The churches get to have the 
opportunity to sell either pop-
corn or hotdogs, hamburgers 
and things like that to make 
money for their organization. 
We’ll also have the National 
Guard there with their obsta-
cle course we had last year, 
with musical entertainment 

throughout the day from the 
CCG group and Acousticca.”

Collette continued say-
ing that families can expect a 
free craft corner for kids and 
games throughout the day, the 
Hubbard Memorial Library 

Submitted photos 

The 2024 Falling into Fun event had a variety of vendors and booths that everyone could find 
items to purchase.

Please see CELEBRATE 
LUDLOW, Page 9
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE
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LUDLOW

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FRESH BLUEBERRIESFRESH BLUEBERRIES
Locally GrownLocally Grown

From  Westfield, MA

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORNSWEET CORN

Locally Grown

PACK A PICNICPACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’SFROM RANDALL’S
Randall’s Blueberry 
Sour Cream Pie!

GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Boar’s Head
Salsalito Turkey ...................$11.99/lb
Boar’s Head
London Broil Roast Beef ......$14.99/lb
Boar’s Head Monterey Jack
& Pepper Jack Cheese ..........$6.99/lb
Boar’s Head
Vermont Cheddar ................. $7.99/lb

“N“NO BRAINER” PerennialsO BRAINER” Perennials  
Easy Care & Dependable For The Garden

$5.00 OFF OUR TOP THREE PICKS
Shade LoShade Loving Plum Pudding Heuchera

            Sun Loving Happy Returns 
        & Stella D’Oro Daylilies

Drought Tolerant Autumn Joy SedumDrought Tolerant Autumn Joy Sedum
2 Gallon Pots 2 Gallon Pots 

Now  $16.99$16.99 (Reg. Price $21.99)

GET A FREE ICE CREAM CONE CARD GET A FREE ICE CREAM CONE CARD 
WHEN YOU SPEND $50 AT WHEN YOU SPEND $50 AT 

RANDALL’S FARM & GREENHOUSERANDALL’S FARM & GREENHOUSE

SOIL SAVINGS DIG IN!N!
   “Coast Of Maine”
PLATINUM GROWER MIXPLATINUM GROWER MIX
1.5 cu ft Bag $5.00 OFF
 NOW $19.99 (Reg $24.99)
Use For All Potted And Container Plants

Rich In Nutrients And Amendments
Boosts Budding & Blooming

IN HONOR OF ONE DAY ONE DAY 
ONLYONLY

SUNDAY

 

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
1ST MONTH IS FREE!
LOWEST PRICES IN THE AREA! NO HIDDEN FEES!

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Hubbard Memorial presents 
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On July 10, 
Author Ed Orzechowski vis-
ited the Hubbard Memori-
al and presented his second 
book, Becoming Darlene. 
Orzechowski has written two 
books Becoming Darlene 
and You’ll Like it Here that 
tell and reveal the stories of 
two individuals and their ex-
periences when attending the 
Belchertown State School 
that opened in 1922 and 
closed in 1992. 

The Belchertown State 
School for the Feeble-Minded 
is known due to the inhumane 
conditions, poor treatment 
of the patients who suffered 
with intellectual and physical 
disabilities, lack of privacy 
and medical treatment, soli-
tary confinement, misuse of 
restraints, and much more. 
The presentation at the li-
brary focused on the book 
Becoming Darlene, The Story 
of Belchertown Patient #4952 
and Orzechowski connection 
to her whilst creating her sto-
ry over five years.

Showing pictures of Dar-
lene and Donald, sharing per-
sonal stories and interactions 
with both individuals, and 
previewing what the school 
looks like now, the audience 
was invested in Orzechows-
ki’s presentation from the 
very beginning. 

Sitting down with 
Orzechowski, he began by de-
scribing his co-writing experi-
ence creating her memoir, and 
how publishing a book of this 
subject was closer to home 
than people may realize.

“I co-wrote her memoir. 
It’s about her growing up at 
the state school and how that 
experience affected the rest 
of her life. I’ve written two 
books; the first one was about 
a man named Donald who 
had also went to the state 
school and was there about 
ten years earlier than Darlene. 
We were here, referring to his 
wife Gail, for Donald’s book 
event and I was in Florence 
at a coffee shop talking with 
him about book events when 
a woman overhead and said, 
‘I grew up in the Belchertown 
State School too.’ Meeting 

Darlene was a real coinci-
dence, so she came to the ta-
ble, and they started talking 
and before Darlene left, I 
gave her a copy of You’ll Like 
it Here. I told her there’s a lot 
of pictures in the back of the 
book of the school and when 
she opened the back and saw 
the pictures of where she had 
grown up, her hands start-
ed to tremble. That’s when 
I knew I’d like to talk to her 
about writing her story,” ex-
plained Orzechowski.

Orzechowski added that 
his wife Gail’s sister was also 
a resident at the school and 
the couple has dedicated their 
lives advocating for her at 
each level of government, go-
ing all the way to Washing-
ton, DC. When Orzechowski 
was asked about what people 
can expect at his future book 
events, “It’s for Darlene and 
Donald, Donald wanted his 
story to be told because he 
didn’t want what happened 

there to happen again, the 
abuse of them and the neglect 
they experienced. Donald has 
since passed. Darlene was in 
a similar situation. She said 
because there’s so much re-
development of the property 
now, a lot of the buildings are 
gone and there’s new con-
struction, it’s hardly recog-
nizable. She said eventually, 
there’s going to be nothing 
there and eventually all those 
buildings are going to be 
gone, they’d be like she never 
existed,” said Orzechowski.

With a background in 
teaching high school English, 
working in radio, magazines, 
and newspapers, Orzechows-
ki retired and took up these 
writing projects in an oppor-
tunity to keep telling their 
stories. Becoming Darlene 
launched in Dec. 2024 and 
Orzechowski had the chance 
to speak with Darlene’s sons 
who both attended their 
mom’s book launch, where 

Orzechowski commented that 
they were pleased with Dar-
lene’s trust in him and their 
trust in their mom in writing 
her story.

Orzechowski wrote You’ll 
Like it Here about Donald’s 
story in seven years, “It took 
that length of time because 
I had to learn how to write 
a book. I took courses and 
workshops and joined writ-
ers’ group. I’m still a mem-
ber in those writing groups 
so I get a lot of feedback 
from them and for Darlene’s 
book, it was at least five 
years.”

Orzechowski’s book was 
recognized by New York 
Times best-selling author Jac-
queline Sheehan, PhD, and 
quoted praising Orzechowski 
for Becoming Darlene say-
ing, “Ed Orzechowski’s mas-
terful rendering reveals the 
unspeakable conditions of in-
stitutional life for children in 
mid-twentieth-century Amer-
ica. He writes with searing 
honesty about the survival of 
a remarkable girl who creates 
her own inner resources to 
emerge with her dreams in-
tact.”

Orzechowski ended by 
words of advice to aspiring 
authors, “Share your writ-
ing with others so they can 
give you feedback. Read 
your work out loud, you miss 
things and if you hear things 
that you don’t catch other-
wise and read a lot.”

Orzechowski books are 
available at www.levellers-
press.com 

Becoming Darlene by Author Ed Orzechowski

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Ed Orzechowski presented pictures of the Belchertown State School and specifically, before and 
after pictures of the school, showing patrons photos as it stands today.

Ed Orzechowski read the first chapter of Becoming Darlene 
that gave critical insight of Darlene’s beginnings of the 
Belchertown State School and how she was able to grow 
afterwards.

Concerned resident 
worries about seniors 

moving trash bins
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – During the 
week of July 7, The Regis-
ter was contacted by a long-
time resident about the new 
trash barrels rolled out into 
town in June and was ques-
tioning how senior residents 
will be able to move their 
bins to their curbs. Bring-
ing up seniors with mobility 
issues that must use walk-
ers and canes, this resident 
wanted to know if there 
were any programs for se-
niors in town to help move 
their 64-gallon trash cart 
and 96-gallon recycling cart 
to the curb. 

Contacting the Senior 
Center and asking if they 
knew of or offered any 
trash help programs, the 
center unfortunately does 

not currently but encourag-
es those who would like a 
program like that to contact 
DPW; call at 413-583-5625 
or email at dpw@ludlow.
ma.us. 

There have been talks 
about a trash program like 
this offered in town but 
nothing concrete has been 
offered as of July 7, 2025. 
If there are residents inter-
ested in a program like this, 
contact DPW to make them 
aware of the issue impact-
ing the town’s seniors.

Please note that Waste 
Management will no lon-
ger service the town as of 
July 1, 2025. Going for-
ward from July 1, 2025, 
USA Waste and Recycling 
will be used for trash and 
recycling services. The 
Register will continue to 
follow this issue in future 
editions. 

Crafters wanted for Nov. 8
L U D L OW — C r a f t e r s 

Wanted for the Rosary So-
dality’s Saint Nicholas Craft 
Fair and Raffle on Saturday, 
November 8, at Christ the 
King Church, 41 Warsaw Av-
enue, Ludlow, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

The cost is a non-refund-

able $40.00 fee for an 8-ft 
table which will be provided 
by the church. To reserve a 
table/s or for more informa-
tion contact Debbie Martell 
at 413-547-8739 or Lorraine 
Bernier at 413-519-7658. 

Light refreshments will 
be available.

Polish Food Sale July 19
INDIAN ORCHARD—

Polish food sale will be held 
on Saturday, July 19, from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and Saturday, 
August 23, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Immaculate Concep-
tion Church Hall located at 
25 Parker St. in Indian Or-

chard.
Golombki (3) $12, Ka-

pusta (Large) $10, Piero-
gi (12) Cabbage, Potato & 
Cheese $14, Sweet Cheese, 
and Blueberry $15. Payment 
by cash or check, no credit 
cards will be accepted.
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By Ellenor Downer
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Roberta McQuaid
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

To the editor,

Dear Deputies of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office, Sheriff Nick Cocchi 
and command staff,

It’s indeed my honor 
and privilege to have been 
designated as an honor-
ary deputy sheriff of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office by Sheriff Cocchi. I 
served in several honorary 
capacities with the NYPD. 
And served in several im-
portant commands within 
the NYPD and been desig-
nated as an honorary mem-
ber of the NYPD. I served 
as an honorary NYPD 
Lieutenant of the Spe-
cial Operations Division. 
I am friends with Retired 
NYPD Transit Bureau Po-
lice Chief Joe Fox retired 
37 years as chief of Tran-
sit Bureau and retired as 
Chief of Brooklyn South. 
I am honored and distinct-
ly proud and privileged to 
have accepted this honor-
ary role as honorary Depu-
ty Sheriff of the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
This role I accepted proud-
ly. And it was my honor to 
do so at this time.  I would 
like to thank Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi for his vote of con-
fidence that got me where I 
am today because of him. I 
thank  Sheriff Cocchi and 
his deputies for bringing 
me on as honorary Depu-
ty Sheriff of the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Office. As 
an honorary Deputy Sher-
iff. I would like to say that 
I appreciate the support 
and gifts that was sent to 
me by Sheriff Cocchi that 
I was proud to receive as 
an honorary Deputy Sher-
iff of the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office. And Sher-
iff Cocchi I am proud to be 
one of your deputies as an 
honorary Deputy Sheriff 

of the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office. I will do 
you guys proud in my role 
as honorary Deputy Sher-
iff of the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office. And I will 
do great things and great 
work for the Hampden 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and in my role as Honor-
ary Deputy Sheriff of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office. Which is why I is-
sue this statement on today 
accepting the role as hon-
orary Deputy Sheriff of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office. I thank Sheriff Coc-
chi for this great and spe-
cial honor that I have been 
given and been designated 
as. 

Thank you, Sheriff 
Cocchi, very much for this 
honor and a privilege and 
blessing to been designated 
as an honorary member of 
the Hampden County Sher-
iff’s Office as an honorary 
Deputy Sheriff.

I will not let you guys 
down. You guys mean the 
world to me. And I will 
do great things, and I will 
do whatever it takes to 
impress you all and make 
a wonderful first impres-
sion to my fellow Deputies 
and command staff of the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Office.

And I will be the best 
Honorary Deputy Sheriff 
of the Hampden County 
Sheriff’s Office because of 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi and 
his Deputies and his com-
mand staff. 

Stay safe and have a 
safe tour,

Respectfully In Public 
Safety 

Honorary Deputy
Sheriff Billy Prevatte 
Middletown,
Connecticut

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.
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The
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theregister@turley.com
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

Dear Rusty: 
I have a question. I now 

get a Railroad Pension from 
my ex-husband. I did not 
know it was from the Social 
Security Administration. I 
want to collect my SS bene-
fits and my Railroad pension. 
Can I do that? I do not under-
stand why I cannot collect 
both. Please advise. 

Thank you. Signed: Rail-
road Ex-spouse 

 
Dear Railroad Ex-spouse: 
Railroad pension bene-

fits and Social Security ben-
efits are fully coordinated 
– that is, your Railroad pen-
sion payment from your ex-
spouse already includes your 
earned Social Security retire-
ment benefit. That’s because 
the two government agen-
cies, Railroad Retirement 
Board and Social Security 
Administration work together 
and pay your benefits in one 
single payment, usually man-
aged by the RRB if some of 
your benefit includes a rail-
road pension component. The 
RRB and SSA are two sep-
arate government agencies, 
but they fully coordinate ben-
efits for beneficiaries.  

This is exactly the same 

as if you were collecting reg-
ular SS ex-spouse benefits 
instead of RR benefits from 
your ex-husband; your per-
sonal SS retirement benefit 
is always paid first, and you 
receive an additional amount 
(a spousal boost) from your 
ex-husband. In your case, 
your “spousal boost” is the 
difference between your per-
sonally earned SS retirement 
benefit at your Full Retire-
ment Age and half of your 
ex-husbands Tier I Railroad 
retirement benefit amount 
at his full retirement age. A 
railroad pension usually con-
sists of two pieces – a Tier I 
benefit and a Tier II benefit, 
with Tier I benefits being the 
equivalent of the pensioner’s 
Social Security. 

Your ex-spouse benefits 
under the RRB are handled 
the same way. The two agen-
cies fully coordinate with 
each other, evaluate your SS 
entitlement, and then reduce 
the amount of your RRB Tier 
I ex-spouse benefit by your 
SS retirement amount and 
pay both amounts together. 
In this way, you only get one 
payment, consisting of both 
your earned SSA component 
and the RRB component. 

And whenever there is a rail-
road component, the RRB is 
usually responsible for mak-
ing pension payments. 

You may find the infor-
mation at this RRB website 
helpful: https://rrb.gov/RB-9/
Social_Security_Benefits and 
you can also contact your 
local RRB field office by 
accessing this link: https://
w w w. r r b . g o v / F i e l d - O f -
fice-Locator.

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and 
does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and inter-
pretations of the Association 
Mature Citizens Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Secu-
rity Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Why can’t I get my Social Security payment
plus my Railroad Pension from my ex-spouse?

GUEST COLUMN

Cooper’s hawk

My neighbor has a Coo-
per’s hawk in his yard. 
Cooper’s hawks are com-
mon woodland hawks and 
skilled fliers. 

They will fly at high 
speed through cluttered tree 
canopies in pursuit of oth-
er birds. They may be seen 
at the forest edge or a field 
taking a few wingbeats fol-
lowed by a glide. 

Males are smaller than 
the females. They build 
the nest and supply nearly 
all the food to females and 
young during the nesting 
period. 

During migration, ridge 
tops in both the East and 
West are great places to 
spot Cooper’s hawks in 
large numbers. Coopers 
hawks perch upright and 
have a long, rounded tail 
with dark banding. The 
band at  the end of the tail 
is white. They have a small, 
hooked beak. 

Adults have a gray 
back, reddish barred chest 
and red eyes. They also 
have a black cap.

Cooper’s hawks are 

similar to sharp-shinned 
hawks, but are larger. They 
inhabit deep forest to back-
yards. 

Grape jelly warning
I received a link about 

the dangers of feeding 
grape jelly to humming-
birds from a Granby resi-
dent. The  link said, “Bird 
experts are raising the 
alarm that a common prac-
tice done to attract some 
birds is actually killing 
hummingbirds. Raptor Ed-
ucation Group, Inc. said 
just this week they had 
three adult ruby-throat-
ed hummingbirds brought 
in covered in grape jelly. 
One had already died. The 
others are alive, but strug-
gling.”

The central Wiscon-
sin nonprofit shared pho-
tos to raise awareness that 
grape jelly is a sticky dan-
ger for the delicate birds. 
They said, “It has become 
common practice for peo-
ple to put out jelly for ori-
oles. However, when it is 
this warm, the jelly melts 
and sticks in other bird’s 
feathers and feet.” The  
group recommends buying 
bird-safer jelly from a spe-
cialty store or feeding or-
ange halves.

Brimfield bird report
I received an email re-

cently from a Brimfield res-
ident. He said, “It’s been a 
different spring/summer in 
the yard this year. I didn’t 
see the first Baltimore ori-
ole until June when a male 
showed up at the bird 

So many things in life are 
a matter of preference, and 
there is no exception when it 
comes to likes and dislikes in 
the garden.  

Take, for example, the 
hydrangea in my front yard 
that is truly a kaleidoscope 
of blues, purples and ma-
genta. My husband prefers 
all blue hydrangea flowers, 
and would love if I would 
give the bush a watering of 
“Miracid” so that it will con-
form more to his liking. 

But alas, I tend to en-
joy the circusy feel, and will 
probably continue to let it 
do it’s thing without any 
help from me. Likewise, if 
you prefer the pink shades 
instead, you can use lime to 
make the soil more alkaline.  

Do you ever wonder how 
this process works? It’s a 
matter of making aluminum 
ions more readily available 
or not, and that process is pH 
dependent.

Another area where he 
and I tend to disagree is 

whether or not Bugbane, 
Actaea (formerly Cimifuga) 
racemosa, deserves a place 
in our perennial border. The 
plant is really unique, in that 
it sends up loads of four-five 
foot tall white flower spikes, 
even in the shade.  

It’s a beefy plant once full 
grown. I consider it a “speci-
men” like the Peony or Bap-
tisia, where one will do the 
trick. 

The flowers are bloom-
ing now and will continue to 
put on a show for a good few 
weeks.  

So, you ask, what is the 
problem? Simply put, it’s the 
smell. The plant reeks. It’s all 
for good, though, since the 
acrid smell lures flies to pol-
linate it!  

My husband loathes the 
smell and has given it the not 
so nice nickname of “stinky 
flesh plant.” I am not sure 
how he came up with that, 
but each year he is always 
pretty vocal about the stench 
when it is in bloom.  

As a sidebar, the flies are 
doing their job, in turn mak-
ing viable seeds. I know this 
for certain, since a few of 
them have sprouted over the 
years. Welcome volunteers, 
at least as far as I am con-
cerned!

What is the consensus on 
Hosta flowers?  Should they 
stay or go?  I used to be of 
the “go” camp until earlier 
this morning, in fact, when 
I saw a hummingbird fre-
quenting the blossoms! That 
changed my mind in a hurry. 

While it’s true that Hos-
tas are better known for their 
foliage which is often beauti-
fully variegated, the light li-
lac flowers are pretty in their 
own right. A handful of pen-
dulous bells hang from the 
tips of the stems that seem to 
float above the foliage.  

Hostas are not very de-
manding and are best known 
for their use in a shady bor-
der. Most will burn if planted 
in the sun, although golden 
leaved varieties seem to fair 
better in sunnier locales.  In 
general, most varieties look 
great paired with Astilbe and 
Ferns.

I’ve mentioned the “take 
it or leave it” attitude in prior 
columns towards the smell of 
Marigolds.  I am definitely a 
“take it” girl on this one. In 
fact, the fragrance, in and of 
itself, transports me back to 
the Grange Hall of my youth 

In the eye (or nose) of
the beholder

Please see BACKYARD, 
Page 10

Please see GARDEN, 
Page 10
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What’s Happening
at Hubbard Memorial Library

lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
LOIN END CHOPS ....................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/17/25-7/23/257/17/25-7/23/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CRAWFISH
WHOLE COOKED 3LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

HASHBROWN PATTIES 30 OZ .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$299
lb

USDA INSP. CENTER CUT

BEEF BACK RIBS .............................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$222
lb

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1179

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$197
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGONA .
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ..

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLET .....

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD 
MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$669
lb

$369

$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $799
lb

lb
$199

77¢
lb

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Real Estate Transactions
• Refinances
• Equities
• Purchase
• Sales
• Short Sales

To register for pro-
grams or find out more 
information, visit ludlow.
cwmars.org, or call (413) 
583-3408. Weather-re-
lated announcements 
for outdoor events will 
be made on the library’s 
Facebook page the morn-
ing of the program.

Library Hours: M, W, 
F 9-5, TU, TH, 9-8, S 
9-1. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

FOR ALL AGES

Social Services 
Drop-In, Wednesday, 
July 2, 11 a.m. Come 
meet with our Social 
Worker for assistance 
with getting connected 
to food pantries and ap-
plying for food stamps, 
health insurance ques-
tions, referrals to treat-
ment and support groups, 
supporting those with 
mental health concerns, 
free fentanyl test strips 
and condoms AND 
MORE! This program is 
made possible through 
the Mill Town Public 
Health Coalition.

Friens of the Hub-
bard Memorial Li-
brary, third Thursday 
of the month, 6 p.m. 
Get involved! Join the 
Friends of the Library for 
their monthly meeting 
and learn how you can 
help support the library.

FOR ADULTS

Becoming Darlene: 
The Story of Belcher-
town Patient #4952, 
Thursday, July 10, 6 
p.m. Come and hear the 
story of Darlene, the fo-
cus of Ed Orzechowski’s 
new book. At the age of 
7, Darlene was sent to 
the Belchertown State 
School among more than 
1200 patients where she 
stayed until she was 17. 
Upon release, she had 
very little social skills, 
yet she persevered and 
created a life of her own.  
Hear this story of trage-
dy, humanity, and hope! 
Please register.

Tuesday Movie 
Club: Jaws, Tuesday, 
July 15, 12:30 p.m. Jaws 
(1975), directed by Ste-
ven Spielberg, is a thrill-
ing summer classic about 
a small beach town ter-
rorized by a giant great 
white shark. Police Chief 
Brody, a marine biolo-
gist, and grizzled shark 
hunter team up to stop 
the deadly predator.  The 
film stars Richard Drey-
fuss and Roy Scheider.  
Drop in or register!

A Love Story Book 
Club Meeting (new!), 
first Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m.  Join 
us for the 1st meeting of 
our new book club!  Ev-
ery book chosen will rep-
resent themes of love & 
romance.  Come pick up 
your copy of Beach Read 
by Emily Henry at the 
circulation desk.   

Mass Center for the 
Book Monthly Reading 
Challenge Each month, 
you’ll be challenged to 
read a book based on a 
chosen theme.  Those 
who participate will be 
entered to win a free 
book! For more infor-
mation and to sign up, 
please visit massbook.
org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for 
Seniors, every Thurs-
day, 1:30 p.m. Have 
some fun and join us 
for chair volleyball! No 
running or jumping re-
quired. Please sign up on 
our website or by calling 
the circulation desk at 
413-583-3408. Walk-ins 
are welcome.

Who picked this 
book? Book Club Meet-
ing, first Thursday of 

the month, 3:30 p.m. 
Join us for this month’s 
Who picked this book? 
Book Club meeting! You 
can pick up a copy of the 
book at the circulation 
desk. 

Happy Hour Book 
Club Meeting, last 
Thursday of the month, 
6:30 p.m. Join us for this 
month’s Happy Hour 
Book Club meeting! You 
can pick up a copy of the 
book at the circulation 
desk.

FOR TEENS

Anime Club, every 
other Thursday, July 10 
and 24, 3:30 to 5 p.m.  
For middle and high 
schoolers. Watch and talk 
about Anime, eat snacks, 
try out your cosplay, and 
learn about Anime. Reg-
istration recommended.

Paper Making for 
ages 13-17, Thursday, 
July 17, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Learn how to make 
paper using a blender, 
mesh screen, and recy-
cled materials. Please 
register.

Book Binding for 
ages 13-17, Thursdays, 
July 31 and August 7, 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. In the 
July session you will 
learn how to sew pages 
of handmade paper for 
the inside of your book. 
Please register. NOTE: 
You must attend both 
sessions to make your 
book.

Read Between the 
Lines High School 
Book Discussion 
Group, last Friday of 
month, July 25, 3 to 4 
p.m.  For ages 14 -18. 
Fun, relaxed book dis-
cussion for high school-
ers. The group picks 
the books. This month’s 
book, My Lady Jane, 
by Cynthia Hand, Jodi 
Meadows, and Brodi 
Ashton is available in the 
Youth Room. Please reg-
ister. 

Nintendo Switch 
Night for YAs, Tues-
day, August 5, 6 to 8 
p.m. For middle and 
high schoolers. Play Ma-
rio Kart, Smash Bros, or 
other Switch games. Free 
pizza sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library! 
16 person limit. Please 
register. 

FOR CHILDREN AND 
TEENS

Bingo, Tuesday, July 
15, 6:30 p.m.  For kids, 
families and teens. Play 
for a chance to win an 
awesome prize! Please 
register.

Youth Crochet Club, 
every other Tuesday, 
July 15 and 29, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. For ages 10-
17. For beginner to expe-
rienced crocheters; sup-
plies provided or bring 
your own. Registration 
recommended. 

Make Icy Slime! 
Thursday, July 17, 1 
p.m. Ages 6 to 17. Kids’ 
favorite concoction, 
made to look icy! Please 
register.

Watercolor Paint-
ing Day, Friday, July 
18, 9:00 to 5 p.m. We’ll 
break out our watercolor 
sets and provide a variety 
of pictures to paint on. 
Drop-in.

Nature Sunprints, 
Tuesday, July 22, 2 
p.m. For ages 5-17. Turn 
items from nature into art 
with photo-sensitive pa-
per. Please register. 

Tween Graphic Nov-
el Book Group, Thurs-
day, July 24, 5 to 5:45 
p.m. For ages 9-13. 
Meet to discuss graph-
ic novels, play games, 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On July 7, 
the Hubbard Memorial host-
ed Country Bank for a tween 
financial literacy course that 
teaches youth how to make 
smart choices and manage 
their coin treasure wisely. Set 
up next to the youth room, 
the First Vice President of 
Community Relations Jodie 
Gerulaitis and Community 
Relations Specialist Lucia 
Sanches at Country Bank 
held a money island adven-
ture exercise, teaching them a 
guide to smart spending. 

Taking them through five 
stops, the treasure sorting 
cove, the budget shack, the 
saving sandbar, the surprise 
storm rock, and the treasure 
reflection cove, the audience 
began by sorting through 
cut-out items that the tweens 
could determine needs ver-
sus wants. Labeled as pirate 
needs and pirate wants, each 
tween decided which items 
are true needs and which are 
wants, with one choosing 
food, water, and a toothbrush 
for needs and an iPhone, 
watch, and a Nintendo Switch 
as wants; for example.

Next up was the budget 
shack that had predetermined 
careers and salaries for each 
attendee. Then choosing the 
‘pirate lifestyle’, like the 
shelter, grub, gear, transport, 
and entertainment/fun, they 
all learned how to budget 
since some lifestyles were 
more expensive than the rest. 
Each guest was given a pouch 
with coins, each pouch be-
came lighter and lighter after 
they picked their desired food 
menu, transportation, and 
more. 

Landing on the ‘saving 
sandbar’, the floor was open 
for a discussion revolving 
around the topic of saving 
and asked the tweens what 
they are saving for in real 
life and in this pirate scenar-
io. After counting their coins 
and how much they have at 
this point of the program, 
every tween had to visit the 
‘surprise storm rock’ that had 
everyone spin the wheel and 
discover an unexpected event. 

From repairing the pirate 
ship and losing coins to dis-

covering a treasure chest and 
earning additional money, the 
tweens learned that budgeting 
and practicing good saving 
methods before an unexpect-
ed event is important. While 
also having enough to spend 
on the good times like enter-
tainment and fun.

Afterwards the tweens 
visited the treasure reflection 
cove that asked two ques-
tions, what did you learn and 
if you could give a younger 
pirate a piece of advice what 
would that be? Throughout 
the entire program, every 
tween seemed a bit over-

whelmed about learning new 
terms and saving concepts, 
sharing what they were ac-
tively saving up for in their 
own lives, and becoming 
frustrated that they couldn’t 
have the newest and most ex-
pensive ‘want’ that the other 
pirates had.

Siblings who had dras-
tically different careers and 
salaries on the made-up pirate 
boat were arguing that one 
sibling had more money than 
them and having to pay for a 
repair of the ship that the oth-
er didn’t have to pay for. This 
program brought up real life 

scenarios that adults face ev-
ery day, unexpected expens-
es that must be paid for and 
learning that certain sacrifices 
may need to be made on fu-
ture expenses. 

Gerulaitis and Sanches 
were pleased with how the 
tweens responded and com-
mented saying they were 
both happy the tweens en-
joyed the money island ex-
ercise. The financial literacy 
event at the Hubbard Memo-
rial was powered by Country 
Bank, offering financial edu-
cation to communities since 
1996. 

Financial literacy event asks
critical thinking questions to tweens

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Jodie Gerulaitis and Lucia Sanches 
handing out randomized careers to the 
audience.

The tweens went through each step and learned how to budget, even navigating fake scenarios 
that made them use their critical thinking skills.

Jodie Gerulaitis and Lucia Sanches showing the 
tweens the wheel that determines whether they 
lose or win money in the money island adventure.
Money2

Kids on Track event Aug. 2 and 3
PALMER—On August 

2 & 3, the Amherst Railway 
Society, CTrail, and Spring-
field Union Station are jointly 
sponsoring Kids ON TRACK 
at Union Station in Spring-
field, Massachusetts.

Area model railroad clubs 
will have operating model 
railroads set up in the Union 
Station concourse, and chil-
dren (of all ages) will have a 
chance to run trains. Model 
railroads are fascinating to 
watch. But, the real thrill is 
getting a chance to run your 
own train. And, that’s what 
Kids ON TRACK is all about.

CTrail is offering $5.00 
round-trip train rides between 
Springfield and Hartford both 
mornings, August 2 & 3 from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Maggie the Railroad 

Clown will be at the event 
both days performing magic 
tricks, juggling, and creating 
balloon wizardry. Maggie is 
a graduate of the prestigious 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Clown College. 
She spent four years traveling 
with the Greatest Show On 
Earth.

Kids ON TRACK is an 

emerging national effort by 
the model railroad industry to 
encourage young modelers, 
and link model railroading to 
STEM education.

There is no charge for this 
event and the Union Station 

parking garage, located on 
Main Street, will be offering 
a special $2 event parking 
fee.

For more on Kids ON 
TRACK, visit: https://amher-
strail.org/kids-on-track/.

Please see HUBBARD
Page 10

Support the local 
businesses that support
your local newspaper.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

The Register
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior CenterWelcome to the Ludlow Senior Center
Our calendar is packed with many fit-

ness programs, entertainment, education 
sessions, and more! Reserve your lunch in 
the Center’s beautiful dining room com-
plete with coffee, tea, and dessert by call-
ing a day in advance at 413-583-3564 (call 
Friday for lunch on Monday). 

For full program. and activity descrip-
tions and general information about what 
a senior center is and does go to: Ludlow.
ma.us. Seniors can also “like” the Ludlow 
Senior Center on Facebook. A paper copy 
of the Senior Scene newsletter is available 
at the Center.

  
Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, July17
8:45 a.m. Foot Care Appointments*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
1 p.m.  Mahjong
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga 

Friday, July18
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki by Appt.*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m. Slow Strollers
1 p.m. Guidance by Li*
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*

Monday, July 21
9 a.m. Knitting
9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10:30 a.m. Slow Strollers
1 p.m. Scrabble
1:15 p.m. Pitch
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, July 22
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks
1 p.m. Western Dance 
1:30 p.m. Bingo
4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise Class

5 p.m.  Movie: Beach Blanket Bingo  

Wednesday, July 23
8 a.m. Garden Club
9 a.m. Ceramics
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
1 p.m. Movie: Beach Blanket Bingo
1 p.m.  Healthy Bones & Balance*

Thursday, July 24
8:45 a.m. Foot Care Appointments*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10 a.m. Sunshine Paint
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
1 p.m.  Mahjong
2 p.m. Book Club
2 p.m. Writers Block
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga 

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

 Walking Club: Monday – Friday 7 
a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking 
lot.

Menu:
Thursday, July 17: Birthday Lunch! 

Cheese Lasagna Rolette/Salad/Garlic Knot  
Friday, July 18: Loaded Nachos
Monday, July 21: Stuffed Sausage/On-

ions/Peppers/Mushrooms/Tots
Tuesday, July 22: Salmon Burger/Aru-

gula/Sauce/Salad
Wednesday, July 23: Vegetable Frittata/

Hash Brown/Biscuit
Thursday, July 24: Salisbury Steak/

Roasted Pot/Veggies

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by call-
ing a day ahead. Call on Friday to reserve 
lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to ask about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.

Our Own 
Fresh Corn 

is Here!

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Farmstand Is NOW OPEN!

PYO BLUEBERRIES!
7am-5pm • Weather & Crops Permitting • New Ludlow Road - Now Accepting Credit Cards!

Call Our Farmstand for up-to-date information 467-3794 

Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets, Cucumbers, Blueberries & Tomatoes
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products,

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:
Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794

www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned & Operated 

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

EBT  In Store

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

program? Peregrine Energy 
Group is an energy consult-
ing company specializing in 
community choice aggrega-
tion and energy efficiency, 
specializing for public en-
tities in Massachusetts and 
with their flagship program 
named MassPowerChoice, 
it offers towns like Ludlow 
a transparent and stable ap-
proach to electricity and sup-
ports carbon reduction initia-
tives. LudlowPowerChoice 
electricity and the town is 
one of those chosen munici-
palities.

Based on the LudlowPow-
erChoice website, which was 
used for the presentation and 
source material for The Reg-
ister articles, LudlowPower-
Choice is a group electricity 
buying program for Ludlow 
residents and businesses. Us-
ing the purchasing power of 
the community, the program 
will provide three new elec-
tricity supply choices, stable 
and consistent pricing, and 
the freedom to leave anytime 
with no fee or penalty. 

In Massachusetts, there 
are three ways to buy elec-
tricity, the utility (Ever-
source) buys it for you which 
is basic service, you sign a 
private contract with a com-
mercial electricity supplier 
and they buy it for you, or the 
town signs a contract with an 
electricity supplier (Ludlow-
PowerChoice) that you can 
benefit from and they buy it 
for you. Important to note, 
LudlowPowerChoice will not 
replace Eversource as your 
electric utility, LudlowPower-

Choice will act as the town’s 
electricity supplier (company 
that puts electricity on the 
grid for us) and lock in long-
term pricing for the electrici-
ty supply charge on the bill. 

Eversource remains Lud-
low’s electric utility and will 
continue to handle the bill-
ing, address power outages, 
and deliver electricity with no 
interruption. During the pre-
sentation, Patton added that 
the delivery charge will not 
be impacted with this change, 
noting that MassPower-
Choice can’t do anything 
about it. 

Based on the level of price 
picked by the consumer, Lud-
low Basic (lowest program 
price) which residents were 
auto enrolled in, Ludlow 
Greener that’s 80% from re-
newable sources, and Ludlow 
100% Greener from renew-
able sources, the title Lud-
lowPowerChoice will appear 
on the supplier charge line 
on the right of the bill. The 
town decided to opt-out of 
Eversource being the town’s 
electricity supplier due to the 
everchanging prices every 
six months or less, making 
LudlowPowerChoice a bet-
ter option altogether due to 
the guaranteed price fix until 
Nov. 2027.

Electricity consumers on 
Eversource’s Basic Service 
will be eligible for automatic 
enrollment in Aug., the state 
law, and will see a Ludlow-
PowerChoice price on the 
bill in September. The for-
mal notification bearing the 
Ludlow town seal was sent 
previously notifying residents 
before they were enrolled. 
Understand that participation 

is not required, residents can 
opt-out right on the website 
before being enrolled or at 
any time in the future with no 
penalty or fee. 

Patton announced one of 
the most asked questions, 
what happens if everybody 
opts-out except one person, 
does that person get the high-
er price? The answer was no 
that one person would still 
get the program price because 
that’s the contract the town 
signed, this program is not 
contingent on the number of 
people participating. 

The next question was 
what happens after Nov. 
2027? The town’s intention 
is to go out to bid before 
that date comes to get com-
petitive prices from electric-
ity supplies, like they did in 
this scenario, that makes the 
most sense for the Ludlow 
community. The town’s in-
tention is to sign a new con-
tract before this one ends 
with a new price announce-
ment so residents could de-
cide whether they want to 
move forward with the new 
prices. 

For an example of the bill 
that will show LudlowPower-
Choice, program prices, price 
calculator, or more informa-
tion on how this all works, 
visit LudlowPowerChoice.
com. Please note, Eversource 
will never knock on your 
door or call you to talk about 
your electric bill. Only pro-
vide your Eversource account 
number if you are ready to 
change your electricity sup-
plier, which you can by click-
ing on the ‘Change your Op-
tion’ button on the top of the 
website.

LUDLOW POWER CHOICE 
from Page 1

Pease began, “If you 
have air conditioning use 
it and check on your elder-
ly neighbors, and if you do 
have some make sure they 
have some sort of relief 
like air conditioning. Find 
someplace you can stay 
cool, there’s plenty of pub-
lic places around like the se-
nior center and in the library 
where people can go during 
the day. Other safety things 
that we’ve preached with the 
kids and we talk about them 
during the slide into the sum-
mer event was water safety. 
Water safety is a big deal. 
Make sure if there are chil-
dren that they’re having an 
adult present when they are 
swimming, then making sure 
they’re using the appropriate 
floatation divides and staying 
away from moving water and 
rivers. Knowing your limita-
tions in the heat, you’re go-
ing to be sweating a lot and 
losing a lot of fluid so make 
sure you’re replacing that 
with adequate liquids.”

Valadas spoke about mo-
tor vehicles and the inter-
nal temperature cars can get 
during the summer heat. “If 
the vehicle is not operational 
and the systems aren’t work-
ing, it’s common sense that 
the interior temperature of 
the vehicles are going to rise. 
To leave any living person or 
pet in a car for any length of 
a period of time, just min-

utes, it’s just too risky. It’s 
one of those things you can-
not risk.” 

Pease added saying 
there’s a reason why peo-
ple are still spreading this 
message and Valadas agreed 
explaining that people are 
sometimes too focused on 
what they’re doing that they 
forget. Continuing with the 
motor vehicle subject, Va-
ladas commented that fatal-
ity rates during the warmer 
months are higher than win-
ter months where there are 
statistically more accidents. 

“It’s kind of the reverse 
where in the winter months 
for some reason, people re-
duce their speed so the colli-
sions of the impacts are less 
traumatic. “Inexperience 
plays a part too and there’s 
usually more younger drivers 
on the road,” said Pease.

Additionally, during the 
warmer months there are 
more hours of daylight, more 
motorcycles on the road, 
more pedestrians enjoying 
their bicycles and walking 
around. For kids with bicy-
cles and on wheels, Pease 
encouraged them to wear 
protective clothing that is 
high visibility, and most im-
portantly obey the rules of 
the road. 

“If you’re on a bike, stay 
on the roadway and if you’re 
a pedestrian, don’t take it for 
granted that the driver can 
see you,” said Pease. Vala-
das continued explaining that 
during a change of visibili-

ty like dusk and dawn, and 
a change of weather condi-
tions, that is where and when 
the most accidents happen. 
Being alert and aware of the 
changing weather conditions 
and paying attention is im-
portant to be reminded of.

When questioned why 
they think the communi-
ty trusts both departments, 
Pease explained that the 
fire and police departments 
would never lie to them. 
“We’re always here because 
we want to be and looking 
out for them on their be-
half. That’s our job. We both 
care about the people and 
the people who work for our 
community and the people 
who live in our community. I 
think that’s genuinely felt on 
both sides of the line. It’s not 
just our job, it’s passion and 
it’s something we care about. 
Both of our families live in 
town and we treat everybody 
how we want to be treated.” 

Valadas added, “The peo-
ple who work in our agencies 
are invested in the communi-
ty. There’s a certain level of 
responsibility and profession-
alism, I think that’s reflect-
ed.”

For both chief’s favorite 
family summer activities, Va-
ladas loves to go to Disney 
and Pease enjoys visiting the 
beach. To learn more about 
the SAFE (Student Aware-
ness of Fire Education) and 
Senior SAFE programs, vis-
it ludlowfire.com/safe-pro-
gram/ 

SUMMER SAFETY 
from Page 1

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.
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Lions 
take 

down 
Agawam

AGAWAM – Last Tues-
day evening in A Division 
action, Ludlow boys soc-
cer defeated Agawam 3-1 
at Harmon Smith Field at 
Agawam High School. 

The Pioneer Valley 
Summer Soccer League 
resumed action last week. 
Ludlow is now a perfect 8-0 
and a lock for the PVSSL 
playoffs. Agawam well to 
3-5 and are on the outside 
of the playoff picture with 
nine points. Eighth place 
currently has 13 points.

Turley photos by David Henry
 www.sweetdogphotos.com

Luke Slatton makes his way up the field.
Gabe DiRosa goes for the header.

Ethan Love sends a pass forward.

DJ Danso swipes a pass away.

Anthony Schuko tries to break away with the ball. Ethan Steigmeyer makes the stop.

Extra time goals hurt
Pioneers in draw

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The task 
wasn’t a very difficult one for 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
entering the regular season 
finale against rival Vermont 
Green FC.

The Pioneers needed a vic-
tory to clinch the top spot in 
the USL League Two North-
east Division table for the first 
time since 2021. 

The home team held a 2-0 
lead in the 90th minute before 
referee Stephanie MacFarland 
decided to add 10 minutes of 
stoppage time. That’s when 
everything fell apart for the 

Robert Lyons eyes an 
opponent up the field.

Saints keep first place in Tri-County
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Devin Slattery, of Ware, makes the stop.Breddan Fournier cuts across the diamond and gets the out.

PALMER – Following the Fourth of 
July, Tri-County Baseball League action 
resumed with a full week of action. Teddy 
Bear Pools and St. Joseph’s were among 
the several games that took place. Both 
teams had a few games during the week. 
With a couple of weeks remaining in the 
season. St. Joseph’s holds first place with 
20 points and a 10-6 record. PeoplesBank 
is second with 16 points and an 8-2 record 
and several games to make up. BankESB 
is third with 11 points, and Teddy Bear 
Pools holds fourth with nine points and a 
4-7-1 record.

Brandon Magni fields a grounder to third.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Juan Hermoso chases after a loose ball.

Mason Barcomb slings a 
throw to first.Jake Delaney picks the ball out of the dirt.

Colby Harrington delivers a pitch for St. Joe’s.

Please see TRI-COUNTY, 
Page 8
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

Pioneers like a house of cards.
The Green managed to 

score two goals during extra 
time and last Friday night’s 
match, which was played in 
front of the largest crowd of 
the regular season at historic 
Lusitano Stadium, ended in a 
2-2 draw.

“I’ve never been involved 
in a soccer game before where 
the referee added ten minutes 
of stoppage time,” said Pi-
oneers captain Aidan Kelly. 
“We just crumpled under the 
pressure, but it’s something 
that we’re going to learn from. 
It’s very disappointing, but 
we’re looking forward to the 
playoffs now.”  

Longtime Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari was 
upset with how the home 
match ended.

“I have no words to de-
scribe tonight’s game,” Mo-
linari said. “We played very 
well until extra time. There 
isn’t anything we can do 
about it now.” 

The scoreboard clock 
was stopped when the match 
reached the 90th minute. 
MacFarland kept the rest of 
the time.  Soccer is the only 
sport that uses a clock where 
the players and fans have no 
idea when the match is going 
to end.

While it was a heartbreak-
ing way to end the regular 
season, the Pioneers (10-1-3), 
who lost, 2-0, to the Green on 
June 17, were scheduled to 
host the Long Island Rough 
Riders in an Eastern Confer-
ence play-in match on Tues-
day night.

“We’ve qualified for the 
playoffs again,” Molinari 
said. “We just have to prepare 
for Tuesday’s playoff match 
now.”

The Pioneers qualified for 
the playoffs for the sixth time 
since 2019. They’ve also fin-
ished in second place in the 
Northeast Conference stand-
ings in each of the past four 
seasons.

Vermont (12-0-2) cap-
tured the League title for the 
first time since joining USL 
League Two in 2022.

When the Green made 
their annual visit to Lusita-
no Stadium a year ago, they 
clinched a playoff berth with a 
3-1 victory over the Pioneers. 
The first meeting of the 2024 
regular season ended in a 
scoreless draw.

The overall series record 
between the two squads is 
now tied 3-3-2.

The Pioneers posted a pair 
of 1-0 victories against Ver-
mont during the 2023 regular 
season.

Since suffering the shut-
out loss at Vermont back in 
June, the Pioneers had gone 
5-0-0 and outscored their op-
ponents,18-1 during that span.

The start of last Friday’s 
contest was delayed about 

30 minutes due to a thunder-
storm.

The Pioneers starting goal-
ie was Trey Sheppard, who 
started a home match for the 
first time this season. 

“We decided to go with 
him (Sheppard) tonight,” Mo-
linari said. “He’s been training 
with us the whole season and 
he deserved a chance to play.”

Sheppard, who’ll be a 
sophomore on the Amherst 
College men’s soccer team in 
the fall, started his first match 
of the season for the Pioneers 
on the road against New En-
gland FC, which was a 3-1 
victory on July 7.

During the third minute, 
Sheppard made an outstand-
ing save on a shot taken by 
Arnaud Tattevin resulting in a 
corner kick.

The Western Mass. squad 
took a 1-0 lead following a 
free kick goal during the 41st 
minute.

Gustavo Barbosa booted 
the ball into the box with his 
left foot from the right side-
line near the Pioneers bench. 
Juan Hermoso, who’s a de-
fender, headed the ball into 
the right corner of the net past 
Vermont goalie Niklas Her-
ceg. It was Hermoso’s third 
goal of the season.

“It was very important for 
us to score the first goal of the 
match,” Hermoso said. “I saw 
the ball heading towards me, 
and I was able to head it into 
the net. It was a great feeling.” 

A year ago, Hermoso was 
a senior on the University of 
Charleston men’s soccer team, 
which lost to Lynn University, 
3-2, in the NCAA Division 2 
finals. 

It was the first time that 
Vermont, who only needed a 
tie to finish in first place, had 
trailed in a match this season.

The Pioneers had a couple 
of other scoring chances early 
in the second half before Is-
rael Neto blasted a shot into 
the back of the net in the 64th 
minute. Barbosa was credited 
with his second assist. 

Twenty minutes later, Neto 
had another shot on goal, but 
Herceg was able to make the 
save.

The visitors cut the deficit 
in half following a goal from 
Zach Zengue.

A couple of minutes lat-
er, Owen O’Malley, who had 
entered the match in the 69th 
minute, lined a shot from the 
top of the box over Sheppard 
that landed in the right corner 
tying the match. 

Then the Vermont players 
raced across the field and cel-
ebrated with their many sup-
porters, who made the three 
hour trek to Ludlow from 
Burlington.

It wasn’t the way the Pi-
oneers players wanted the 
regular season to finish, but 
they had a clean slate enter-
ing Tuesday’s home playoff 
match.  

.

PIONEERS from Page 7

Jose Suarez Monaco tries to make a stop.

Jaiden Williems gets the quick touch.

T-Birds reveal schedule for upcoming season
SPRINGFIELD  – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds, 
the proud American Hock-
ey League affiliate of the St. 
Louis Blues, released their 
full schedule for their 2025-
26  regular season on Thurs-
day in conjunction with the 
AHL. The T-Birds will be 
celebrating their 10th year as 
an AHL member club during 
the upcoming campaign, as 
well as their fifth playing 
season in affiliation with the 
Blues. Springfield has quali-
fied for the Calder Cup Play-
offs in three of its past four 
seasons.

The Thunderbirds will 
begin their regular season on 
home ice for a sixth consec-
utive season when they play 
host to the defending Eastern 
Conference champion  Char-
lotte Checkers on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 at 6:05 p.m. inside 
the MassMutual Center 
for Opening Night.

Fans are advised that all 
Saturday games at the Mass-
Mutual Center will now start 
one hour earlier at 6:05 p.m. 
for the 2025-26 season.

The Thunderbirds will 
face every Eastern Con-
ference team at least twice 

during the 2025-26 regular 
season, except for the Cleve-
land Monsters. Once again, 
the AHL season will consist 
of all 32 clubs playing 72 
games (36 home, 36 away). 

Springfield will play 54 
games against Atlantic Di-
vision opponents, including 
27 at the MassMutual Cen-
ter. Their most frequent op-
ponents are the Providence 
Bruins, who will visit the 
Thunderdome six times, in-
cluding 6:05 p.m. puck drops 
on Saturday, Dec. 6, Satur-
day, Dec. 27, Saturday, Feb. 
21, and Wednesday, March 

11. The two teams will also 
square off on New Year’s Eve 
for a 3:05 p.m. matinee on 
Wednesday, December 31, as 
well as a 7:05 p.m. puck drop 
on Wednesday, March 25.

The home-ice portion of 
the I-91 rivalry series against 
the Hartford Wolf Pack be-
gins on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 
6:05 p.m., and the two foes 
will square off five times 
in each building during the 
2025-26 season. Other I-91 
game dates include Friday, 
Jan. 9 (7:05 p.m.) and 6:05 
p.m. puck drops on Saturday, 
Jan. 31, Saturday, April 11, 

and Saturday, April 18.
The Bridgeport Islanders 

will also make five appear-
ances in Springfield against 
the T-Birds, starting with a 
7:05 p.m. contest on Friday, 
Nov. 7, followed by meetings 
on Saturday, Nov. 29 (6:05 
p.m.), Sunday, Dec. 28 (3:05 
p.m.), Friday, Jan. 2 (7:05 
p.m.), and Friday, Feb. 20 
(7:05 p.m.).  

The most frequent visitor 
from Pennsylvania is the Le-
high Valley Phantoms, who 
visit the Thunderdome on 
Saturday, Jan. 10 (6:05 p.m.), 
Friday, Jan. 30 (7:05 p.m.), 

and Wednesday, April 15 
(7:05 p.m.). Springfield will 
also host two games each 
against the Hershey Bears 
and Wilkes-Barre/Scranton 
Penguins.

The Thunderbirds will 
also play 18 games (9 home, 
9  away) against North and 
Central Division opponents. 
The Iowa Wild are the lone 
Western Conference team on 
the T-Birds’ schedule, vis-
iting Springfield on Friday, 
March 6 (7:05 p.m.) and Sat-
urday, March 7 (6:05 p.m.). 

Blue Sox suffer loss to Ocean State
HOLYOKE – The Val-

ley Blue Sox were the away 
team for the first game in 
the doubleheader at Mack-
enzie Stadium against the 
Ocean State Waves last Fri-
day. Valley’s third baseman 
Wyatt Hunt had himself an 
incredible day at the plate. 
Hunt went four for four with 
three singles, a double, two 
runs scored and one RBI. 
Blue Sox’s Bryan Matuschat 
relief pitcher led the team in 
strikeouts with three in two 
innings pitched. 

This game did not disap-
point as scoring started early 
on for the Waves (14-15) in 
the top of the second. Waves’ 
Gavin Greger hit a single and 
stole second. Coen Niclai’s 
single advanced Greger to 
third. Niclai seized his op-
portunity and stole second 
base quickly. Kayle Pisa-
no ripped a sac-fly to center 
field, scoring Greger and 
advancing Niclai to third. 
Ocean State’s second base-
man, Jack LaRose knocked 
a single to score Niclai to 
make it 2-0 after two innings. 

Valley found their footing 
in the top of the third. Hunt 
doubled into left field off of 
the diving catch attempt by 
left fielder Kolton Reynolds. 
Hunt stole third on a wild 
pickoff attempt by Ocean 
State starting pitcher Rhys 

Bowie. Nicholas Spaventa 
cracked a single right up the 
middle, scoring Hunt to cut 
the lead to one. 

The Blue Sox found more 
momentum in top of the fifth 
thanks to Hunt’s single and 
steal that was followed up 
by Michael Elko’s line drive 
ball to left field that scored 
the speedster Hunt to tie the 
game at two apiece before 
the inning ended. 

The Waves punched back 
in the bottom of the inning. 
With two outs and no runners 
on base, Brandon DeGoti de-
molished a triple into right 
field to put a runner into 
scoring position. Ryan Gere-
ty then doubled off the right 
field wall and scored DeGo-
ti to make it 3-2. Reynolds 
followed suit with a single 
into the outfield to score Ge-
rety to extend the lead even 
further. Greger doubled into 
right field, advancing Reyn-
olds to third. Niclai singled 
to score Reynolds but Gerety 
got out at home due to an in-
credible throw by right field-
er Rees Kozar for out No.3. 
The score was now 5-2. 

Valley’s Mike Lucarel-
li walked to start the top 
of the sixth. Lucarelli stole 
second, third and home on a 
wild throw by Waves’ catch-
er Brandyn Durand. Andrew 
Loikits singled into left field. 

Sean Darnell crushed the ball 
deep into left for a double 
to advance Loikits to third. 
Gavin Schrader came into 
the game to pinch hit for 
Hayden Perry. He hit a sac-
fly to center field, scoring 
Loikits to make it 5-4. Hunt 
came back up to the plate 
and hit a clutch single to 
score Darnell. The game was 
now tied 5-5. 

In doubleheaders in the 
New England Collegiate 
Baseball League, games are 
only seven innings with the 
exception of two extra in-
nings. No runs were scored 
until the bottom of the ninth 
inning. Ocean State and Val-
ley were on the cusp of hav-
ing the first tie in the NEC-
BL this season. 

Justin Hackett started 
as the ghost runner for the 
Waves. LaRose hit a sac-bunt 
to advance Hackett to third. 
Ocean State was 90 feet 
away from scoring the game 
winning run. Greg Pettay has 
been out since June 26 due 
to a knee injury and ripped a 
game winning single to score 
Hackett to walk it off in style 
against the Blue Sox. 

Game two of the double-
header got canceled due to 
rain against the Ocean State 
Waves, but the Blue Sox 
were up 2-0 before it got 
canceled. 

Registration open for 3v3 soccer jamboree
BELCHERTOWN – The 

Third  Annual Julia’s 3v3 
Soccer Jamboree is sched-
uled to be held at the State 
Street Fields in Belcher-
town on Aug. 16. The annu-
al event is held in memory 
of 13-year-old Julia Haynes 
who passed away in March 
of 2023 following a battle 
with brain cancer. All of the 
funds the Jamboree rais-
es benefit the  Julia Haynes 
Scholarship Fund, which is 
a 501(c)(3) founded by four 

of Julia’s classmates.
The first two events host-

ed more than 60 teams, each 
year,  in grades 3 through 
high  school  for the  all-day 
event bracket  which also 
featured food trucks, raffle 
and dunk tank.

Registration is open un-
til July 20 and  is $100 per 
team for up to four play-
ers and includes an event 
t shirt.  There is also a new 
bracket for class of 2022 
- 2025 participants. There 

will again be food trucks, 
a DJ and some fun activi-
ties for attendees including 
a raffle. Those interested in 
registering a team, becom-
ing a volunteer,  sponsor or 
donating to the raffle  can 
get more details on the @ju-
lias3v3jamboree Instagram 
or Julia’s 3v3 Soccer Jam-
boree  Facebook pages or 
through Runsignup:  https://
runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Belchertown/Julias3v3Soc-
cerJamboree 

$12.50
EachDigital Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. 

Go to newspapers.turley.com/photo-request
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spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS Heavenly InspirationsInspirations

Flowers • Gifts 
Collectibles • Gourmet

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III
Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!
Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.

Pay $40/week & get the
Quarter Page Ad FREE!  

5 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197 

or email: jwalker@turley.com 
for more information.

Live ♥ Laugh ♥ Love
Dance with us!

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae, 

Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

raspberriesrecords.com

207 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-610-0950

48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow
413-278-1145

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, 

Jazz, Reggae, Metal, R&B/Soul, 
Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.

New Arrivals Daily • We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment

TWO CONVIENT LOCATIONS - VISIT BOTH!

WE BUY VINYL

207 Winsor St. 
(Corner of East St.) Ludlow

413-610-0950

Newest Store: 48 Shaker Rd.
East Longmeadow

413-278-1145
raspberriesrecords.com

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360
MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

and land crab, to a bearded 
dragon from Australia and 
prairie dogs, the zoo’s ani-
mals and creatures created 
lots of amusement from kids 
to adults attendees. 

Held upstairs next to the 
Youth Room, the patrons 
were all seated and look-
ing at the variety of animals 
and creatures that were in 
the front, held in cages and 
looking right back at the au-
dience. Opening one cage 
at a time, holding each one 
with care and attention, Lupa 
walked around the room and 
explained where each crea-
ture was from and fun facts 
about each one. 

Whilst answering ques-
tions from kids and adults, 
Lupa provided an interactive 
and educational fun event for 
the whole family, alongside 
encouraging everyone of all 
ages to take out books from 
the library and read more 
about the creatures shown.

From the Lupa Zoo web-
site, the property is a 20 acre 
conservation and education 
institution demonstrating the 
value, beauty and interde-
pendence of all living things. 
The part enhances the guest 
experience by providing edu-
cation and entertainment val-
ue, as well as outreach efforts 
in the community. 

Many parents and chil-
dren were excited to see the 
creatures up close and touch 
them with the assistance of 
Stan and the zoo workers, 

with everyone’s favorite be-
ing the baby monkey. The 
next Lupa Zoo visit at the 
Hubbard Memorial will be 
on Aug. 22 at 1 p.m. 

LUPA ZOO from Page 1

Kim Bamford and Vera Conroy smile after visiting the 
library to see the Lupa Zoo event.

Chaco Golden Knee Tarantula was one of the scarier 
animals brought from the zoo.

Cameron Project, I started 
something called stop the 
stigma Saturday where every 
week I take to Instagram and 
post a new fact or statistic. 
I also have a fundraiser go-
ing on right now that’s called 
Pancakes for Purpose where 
I’m selling little pancake jars 
and using that money to go 
towards a scholarship at my 
school for someone with a 
learning disability. I also do 
peer tutoring every single 
week as well at school. I love 
being able to offer myself as a 
resource in a way and making 
sure they can succeed. Over-
all, it’s all about advocating 
for children with learning dis-
abilities and making sure they 
have the resources for an equi-
table education.”

Getting back to the pag-
eant portion, Mathias contin-
ued, “After that we have the 
stage portion and start with 
an opening number, then a 
stage question on our com-
munity service initiative, and 
after that we go into fitness. 
We’re modeling fitness but 
also showing our alignment 
with the Miss America fit op-
portunity that makes sure that 
us women are keeping our 
hearts very healthy by staying 
active.”

During Mathias’ first year 
competing, she comment-
ed that she didn’t know what 
she was getting herself into, 
explaining that she was lucky 
to have a supportive board 
that not only wanted her to 

succeed in pageantry but also 
in school. In Mathias’ first 
year competing, she was Miss 
East Longmeadow Teen and 
a freshman in high school, 
balancing both worlds meant 
having to be well organized 
and making sure not to be 
overwhelmed. 

When asked about her 
connection to Ludlow, Mathi-
as’ ended by saying, “I love 
this town so much. I’ve grown 
up here basically my whole 
life and I love having those 
connections. I have so many 

close friends and it’s so nice 
having that community, I al-
ways know there’s a village 
behind me no matter what I’m 
doing. For the future, I have 
the drive to work hard at what 
I really believe in, and I plan 
to compete while I am in col-
lege. I cannot thank my family 
and friends enough.”

To keep up to date with 
Maddie, visit her Instagram at 
maddiemathiasmao and direct 
message her for her Pancake 
for Purpose fundraiser. 

MADISON from Page 1

Submitted photo

Madison Mathias walking across the stage at one of her 
many pageant competitions.

will be participating as well. 
The ‘Falling into Fun’ will be 
rain or shine, with no admis-
sion fee and Collette hopes 
it’s a fun thing for the town, 
the residents, and the people 
in the surrounding areas. 

Moving onto the winter 
months and the holiday sea-
son, “The Ludlow 250th Cel-
ebration Committee worked 
really hard to make money at 
some of our events and to get 
fundraising for our events, 
and we were very successful 
about things like that. One of 
the things we always wanted 

to do was leave a legacy be-
hind on behalf of the Ludlow 
250th for the townspeople and 
Ludlow really came together 
after Covid. We brought out 
so many great events and we 
wanted to continue that in the 
winter Christmas tradition, 
like other areas around us like 
Ware and Palmer, we wanted 
to do a wonderful town tree 
lighting event. We continue 
to work with the Ludlow Ro-
tary and many other civic or-
ganizations like the Veterans, 
the Scouts, the Lions Club. 
This tree lighting will be at 
the side of the town hall. The 
Ludlow 250th Committee 
and the Friends of the Lud-

low 250th Committee, that’s a 
501 non-profit group, together 
we have purchased a 22-foot 
Christmas tree to be put on 
the grounds at town hall for 
our annual town tree lighting 
and going forward. We also 
purchased a six-foot wreath 
to be decorated on town hall 
and garland to jazz it up a lit-
tle bit. We will be purchasing 
a couple more things but our 
hope is to get this going. The 
town tree lighting will occur 
on the Sunday after Thanks-
giving weekend. On that Sun-
day after Thanksgiving and 
going forward, we will still 
have our pancake breakfast 
followed by the afternoon 

with this annual town tree 
lighting.”

Collette has been speaking 
with Santa and says he’s look-
ing forward to it, “He knows 
so many of the children and 
families from Ludlow and 
loves to come to town to vis-
it beforehand.” There are also 
plans like the town-wide Hal-
loween and Christmas home 
decorating contest

While speaking with Col-
lette about her ongoing and 
numerous plans for the town, 
she seemed so thrilled to be 

giving back to the town that 
made the 250th year so spe-
cial. “I love more than any-
thing to see this town come 
together and celebrate with 
the children in their families. 
It’s all about family unity to 
me and the town coming to-
gether.”

Collette ended with a few 
remarks from past vendors, 
“After the event and when 
these artisans are packing up 
and leaving, they always say 
‘keep me on the list! We real-
ly love you and Ludlow does 

a good job with their events.’ 
“If anybody wants to par-

ticipate, they can send a re-
quest for an application form 
to ludlowma250.gmail.com. 
There are also forms at Town 
Hall on the first floor on a 
bulletin board about town 
events that I keep up with,” 
said Collette. If interested in 
volunteering for these upcom-
ing events, visit the Celebrate 
Ludlow Facebook page for 
more information. 

CELEBRATE LUDLOW
from Page 1
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PUBLIC 
NOTICES

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, 

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens ( 11-18 )
1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
 for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook  Check out our Parish App
Wed., July 16 – Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C), 

Holy Mother Choir - 5:15 p.m. (C)
Thurs., July 17 – Daily Mass -7:30 a.m. (C)

Fri., July 18 – Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m.(C)
Sat., July 19 – Confessions – 2:30 p.m. (C), 

Saturday Mass – 4:00 p.m. (C) 
Sun., July 20 – Daily Masses at 7:30 a.m., 

9:15 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.(C), 
8:00 am Take & Eat –  (FLBH & K)

Mon., July 21 - Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C)
Tues., July 22 – Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 

11 a.m. (English)
Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. 
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow

(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups 
meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Ludlow Register

LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE 
SITE SKETCH

The Ludlow Planning Board 
will hold a public hearing in 
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
July 24, 2025, at 7:30 p.m. on 
the application of Thomas & 
Jenna Alimberti, for the property 
located at 345 Holyoke Street, 
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map 
11B, Parcel 9) for the purpose 
of: school of dance.

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Thursday, August 14, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
07/09, 07/16/2025

Ludlow Public Schools
Destruction of 

Special Education Records
Please be advised that the 

SPECIAL EDUCATION RE-
CORDS from the Ludlow High 
School Class of 2018, along with 
the records of students released 
from special education services 
during the 2017-2018 school 

year, will be destroyed the week 
of August 4, 2025. If you wish 
to obtain your records, please 
contact the Special Education 
office at 583-8372, ext 1216 pri-
or to Friday, August 1, 2025, in 
order to make arrangements for 
pick up. Please note that identifi-
cation will be required at the time 
of record retrieval. 
07/09, 07/16, 07/23, 07/30/2025

Town of Ludlow
Office of the Select Board

Legal Notice
The Select Board opened the 

Warrant on July 8, 2025, for the 
October 6, 2025, Special Town 
Meeting to be held at 7:30 p.m. 
at Ludlow High School.  All Ar-
ticles should be submitted to the 
Select Board’s Office, 488 Chap-
in Street, Ludlow, MA no later 
than Friday, September 5, 2025, 
at 12:00 p.m. The Select Board 
will close the Warrant on Tues-
day, September 16, 2025, at their 
regular meeting.

Manuel Silva, Chairperson
Select Board 

07/16/2025

bath and a few days later 
a female showed at the bird-
bath. In previous years we 
have had a couple of pairs in 
the yard. I offer jelly and or-
anges during migration and 
then just oranges later in the 
year. l’ve only seen catbirds 
at the oranges, no orioles.”

He saw a juvenile 
red-bellied woodpecker fol-
lowing an adult male around 
and begging for food recent-
ly. The catbirds are seen fre-
quently and use the birdbath 

regularly. He has a couple 
pairs of rose-breasted gros-
beaks as well. Several years 

ago, he saw 11 rose-breasted 
grosbeaks in the yard at the 
same time. He has not seen 
an indigo bunting this year. 
Although he saw great crest-
ed flycatchers and house 
wren earlier in the spring, 
they did not stay and use 
the nest boxes in his yard as 
they did last year. 

Nesting osprey
He also said in his email, 

“In Warren last week I saw 
one osprey nestling in the 
nest on South 

Street, but on a visit to-
day there was no sighting of 
the chick, but an adult was 
perched on the nest.”

Alarming statistic
He also said, “Unfortu-

nately the reports that there 
are billions of fewer birds in 
the country now than there 
were in the 1970s is very 
evident to anyone who has 
watched birds since then. 
Very sad what we humans 
have done to the planet.” He 
said, “On another depressing 
note, there are way fewer 
butterflies in the yard this 
year.”

Phoebes
Every year Eastern 

phoebes return to nest in 
my yard. Recently, I saw 
a fledgling following an 
adult around begging for 
food.

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

BACKYARD from Page 4

and their annual summer fair 
where I would, and still do 
enter the flowers in the “Cut 
Flower” category.  

Both the larger doubled 
petal African and the smaller 

French types are represent-
ed. Besides looking good 
in the vase, Marigolds are 

said to repel aphids and oth-
er insects from neighboring 
plants, and supposedly even 
able to keep underground 
nematodes at bay.  

Maybe they are worth 
the odor. Or maybe the fra-
grance? You be the judge.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 

position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN from Page 4

LUDLOW - St Elizabeth 
Parish, Ludlow, will have a 
Summer Social on Sunday, 
September 7th from 12-3pm 
on parish grounds and the 
Pastoral Center.

Tickets are $7 for adults, 
$5 for children 3 and up, and 
children under 3 are free. Our 
Summer Social will be ca-
tered by Margarida Aniceto 
and we will have hot dogs, 
hamburgers, potato and/or 
pasta salad, chips and soda.  
Parishioners should bring a 
dessert (cupcakes, brownies 
or cookies) to share with all).

Entertainment will be 
provided by the Ludlow 
Community Band 12-1 pm 
then Billy Eagen 1:30-3 pm. 
In addition there will be out-
door activities for adults and 
children.

Tickets will go on sale af-
ter all masses at St Elizabeth 
Parish starting August 2nd til 
the event. You may also pur-
chase tickets at the rectory 
Monday-Friday from 8-4pm.

For additional questions 
please call Richard Landry at 
209-0813 or Jim Meehan at 
547-8822.

St Elizabeth Parish to
hold Summer Social

and make crafts. This 
month the group is read-
ing Dungeons & Drag-
ons: Dungeon Club: Roll 
Call, by Molly Ostertag, 
which is available in the 
Youth Room. There will be 
snacks! Please register. 

Balloon Olympics, 
Friday, July 25, 11 a.m. 
All ages. Goofy fun - our 
version of Summer Olym-
pics! Please register.

Book Making for ages 
8-12, Tuesday, July 29, 3 
to 5 p.m. Use handmade 
paper and learn how to sew 
pages together to make 
your own book. Please 
register. 

Movie: The Wild Ro-
bot, Wednesday, July 30, 
1 p.m. Rated PG. Enjoy 
free popcorn and drinks, 
and take home a Wild Ro-
bot activity packet after the 
show. Drop-in.

Harry Potter Scaven-
ger Hunt and Celebra-
tion, Thursday, July 31, 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Celebrate 
Harry’s birthday! Find all 
the Harry Potter pictures 
in the Youth Room to win a 
prize, plus enjoy other wiz-
arding-themed crafts and 
activities. Drop-in.

Pokemon Club, every 

Wednesday through Au-
gust 20, 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. 
For ages 8-14. Trading, du-
eling, and gaming on your 
own handhelds, phones, or 
Nintendo Switch. Please 
have your name on every-
thing you bring to the club. 
Please register.

Lego Build Challenge, 
every Wednesday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Pull a Lego 
Build Challenge Card and 
try to build it with the li-
brary’s Legos, or free build 
just for fun. All creations 
will be put on display in 
the Youth Room for the 
week. Drop-in.

Friday Online Club, 
every Friday, 3:30 to 4:45 
p.m. Play Roblox, Mine-
craft or other online group 
games at the library. Meet 
new friends or play with 
old ones. Feel free to use 
one of the library Mine-
craft accounts: please sign 
up for your own Roblox or 
other accounts. For grades 
3-8. Please register. 

FOR CHILDREN

Storytime Session 
for 2-3 year olds: Color 
Our World, Wednesdays, 
through August 6, 10 
a.m. Six weeks of stories, 
songs, and games about 
colors, tailored for 2-3 year 

olds, with free play at the 
start and a craft and snack 
at the end. Please register.

Tanglewood Mario-
nettes Puppet Show: The 
Fairy Circus, Thursday, 
July 10, 10:30 a.m. Suit-
able for preK-8 years. The 
library is thrilled to wel-
come this award winning, 
nationally known compa-
ny, thanks to a grant from 
the Ludlow Cultural Coun-
cil. See the masters of this 
art form! Please register. 

Shaving Cream Pa-
per Marbling, Thursday, 
July 10, 2 p.m. Ages 5-10. 
Shaving cream, food col-
oring, and a little science 
turns plain paper into a 
swirling work of art! We’ll 
go outside if the weather is 
nice. Please register. 

Movie and Craft: 
Charlotte’s Web, Friday, 
July 11, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Rated G. Celebrate the 
birthday of E.B. White, 
author of Charlotte’s Web 
and other beloved chil-
dren’s classics, and stay af-
ter to make a craft inspired 
by the movie. Drop-in.

Paper Making Work-
shop for ages 8-12, Tues-
day, July 15, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Learn how to make pa-
per using a blender, mesh 
screen, and recycled mate-
rials. Please register.

Summer Grow, Play 
and Learn Playgroup, 
Thursdays, July 17 
through August 14, 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. For ages 
0-5. Playgroup led by Ear-
ly Childhood Development 
specialists. Sponsored 
by Pathways for Parents 
CFCE. Please register. 

Construction Vehicles 
Scavenger Hunt, Mon-
day, July 21, all day. All 
ages. Find all the truck 
and digger pictures around 
the Youth Room to win a 
prize! Drop in. 

Sing With Me, ev-
ery Tuesday, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. (not 7/29 or 8/12) For 
0-5s. Interactive, partici-
patory music for children 
and their grown-ups with 
favorite children’s songs. 
It takes place on the library 
lawn, but we move inside 
for bad weather. Drop-in.

Read to a Poodle, 
Wednesdays, July 23 and 
August 6, 2 to 3 p.m. For 
beginning readers. Sign up 
to treat Brightspot therapy 
dog Quill and his trainer to 
10 minutes of solo reading 
by you! Please register. 

Daily Drop-In Crafts, 
all ages. DIY crafts avail-
able in the Youth Room 
daily. New craft each 
week.

HUBBARD from Page 5

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Public Library 
Children’s Department is 
pleased to announce that it 
will be holding a “Hand-
Stitched Felt Pillow” pro-
gram on Saturday, July 26, 
2025 from 10 to 10:45 a.m..  

This program is intended 
for children in Grades one 
through five and requires no 
prior experience.   All materi-

als will be provided.  
Children can come in and 

join in the fun, learn how to 
hand stitch and create their 
own unique pillow!   Regis-
tration is required and can be 
done online at the Wilbraham 
Public Library’s Website, 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org.  

This program is spon-
sored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library.

Wilbraham Public Library 
holds Hand-Stitched Felt

Pillows Program

www.turley.com
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
GARDENER: Yard work and flower gar-
dens for three connecting properties. Fair-
view Chicopee area. Make my place look 
beautiful! Retirees welcome.

Call 413-885-4231

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 

35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
 Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 

Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRUCKS
2007 FORD RANGER PICKUP. 4WD, 
120,800 miles, A/C, AM/FM/CD. Looks 
good, runs great. $6,500 or B.O. Call 
(413)437-4321.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com 
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 bdrm., quiet dead end street. 
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo. 
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

WANTED TO RENT
IF YOU HAVE A STORAGE-GARAGE 
to rent in Holyoke, Chicopee or South Had-
ley please call Miguel at (413) 523-6362.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393
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TREE WORK HOME IMPROVEMENT

CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393CALL YOUR TURLEY REP TODAY! 283-8393

YOUR LOCAL YOUR LOCAL 
TRUSTED TRUSTED 

RELIABLERELIABLE
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

HOMEHOME 
PROs

LANDSCAPING

STORAGE FACILITY SEPTIC SYSTEMS

566-2916
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available!
Billy Bond - The Area’s #1 “Go To” Septic Guy!

Fully Insured • Family Owned

Hampden Septic
Pumping • Installation • Title 5 Inspections • Perc Tests

LUMBER & FEED

SEAMLESS GUTTERS

Magnet P.I.
Junk Removal & Dumpster Service!

Get Rid of ALL your junk at a reasonable price.
Even the Tough Stuff!

Boilers, hot Water Tanks, Oil Tanks, T.V.’s, Monitors, 
Mattresses, Pools, Hot Tubs, Tires...We take it all!
Call Doug at 413-455-4397

For Your Interior And Exterior Living Spaces!
84 Hubbard St., Ludlow • 413-583-3472

Mon- Fri 7:30am -5:00pm; 
Sat 7:30am – noon; closed Sunday

CABINETRY
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  

DECKING
ROOFING

AND MORE  ...

Verdon’s
Seamless Aluminum Gutters

Over 40 Years 
Experience 

Family Owned & 
Operated

65 Main Street, Wilbraham • (413) 596-9611
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays - Lic.#105559

www.verdonsgutters.com • verdonsgutters@charter.net
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

CUSTOM MADE & INSTALLED CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS

JUNK REMOVAL

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

■  Tree Removal   
■  Structural Pruning
■  Crane Service
■  Storm Damage 
■  Stump Grinding

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation 413-478-4212

DL&G
TREE
DL&G
TREE

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE ON

Local
HOME PROs
Email Jocelyn Walker at

jwalker@turley.com

LudlowLudlow Self Storage Self Storage
Compare Our Prices & Save!

Local Family Owned & Managed

291 Moody Street, Ludlow 
call/text: 413-800-6022 • ludlowselfstorage.com

Brand New Building!
Safe & Secure with 24/7 Access, 
Security Cameras & Coded Entry

Largest Selection of Sizes Available

Keith Isham Landscaping, LLC

• Property Maintenance
• Organic Tick & Mosquito Control
• Loam and Seed
• Fertilizer & Pest Management
• Mulch, Stone, Loam Applications
• Spring & Fall Cleanups
• Power Seeding
• PH Remedy

• Walls, Walkways, Patios, Edging
• Landscape Design and Installation
• Walking Trails Installed & Maintained
• Excavation - Drainage - Drywells
• Field & Brush Hogging

For a FREE Estimate CALL: 413-531-1216
www.keithishamlandscapingLLC.com

Walker Home Improvement
Repairs & Renovations

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Finish Carpentry • Framing

• Windows & Door Replacement
• Drywall • Painting • Decks

413.687.5552
Competitive Pricing • Licensed • Insured

COLLEGE NOTES
Keating earns Spring 2025 

Dean’s List Honors at Roger 
Williams University

BRISTOL, RI—Ashlyn Keating, of Ludlow 
has been named to the Spring 2025 Dean’s List 
at Roger Williams University, in Bristol, R.I. 
Full-time students who complete 12 or more 
credits per semester and earn a grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or higher are placed on the Dean’s List 
that semester.

Dean’s List honors announced at 
Tufts University

MEDFORD—Tufts University recently 
announced the dean’s list for the spring 2025 
semester. Dean’s list honors at Tufts Univer-
sity require a semester grade point average of 
3.4 or greater.

Tommy Caproni, Class of 2027, of Lud-
low and Torcato Zina, Class of 2027, of Lud-
low 

LUDLOW - Temporary 
school records for members 
of the Ludlow High School 
Class of 2018 will be de-
stroyed on or about Dec. 31 
unless claimed by individu-
al former students, the dis-
trict announced. 

The temporary record 
consists of all informa-
tion in the student record 

which is not contained in 
the transcript. Such infor-
mation may include stan-
dardized test results, class 
rank, school sponsored 
extracurricular activities, 
discipline records, immu-
nization-health records and 
evaluations by teachers, 
counselors, and other school 
staff. 

Persons wishing to claim 
their temporary school re-
cords may request them in 
writing and sent to: LHS 
Counseling Department, 
500 Chapin Street Ludlow, 
MA 01056. 

For more information, 
call 413-589- 9001, ext. 
2407.

Notice of school records to be destroyed

Springfield College joins the Age-Friendly 
University Global Network

SPRINGFIELD— Spring-
field College has been ac-
cepted into the Age-Friendly 
University (AFU) Global 
Network, an esteemed inter-
national community dedicat-
ed to fostering age-friendly 
environments. Approved for 
a five-year cycle through De-
cember 2030, the network 
brings together institutions of 
higher education committed 
to supporting learning and en-
gagement across the lifespan.

“By joining the 
Age-Friendly University 
Global Network, Springfield 
College is making a signifi-
cant commitment to a strate-
gic five-year plan focused on 
intergenerational learning and 
the advancement of positive 
aging initiatives,” said Pame-
la Sangeloty Higgins, Chair 
of the Department of Public 

Health and Health Profes-
sions. “Our participation con-
nects us to a powerful local 
and global movement, ampli-
fying our voice in promoting 
healthy aging, career devel-
opment for older adults, and 
expanded educational oppor-
tunities in higher education.”

Higgins, who served as 
the Distinguished Professor 
of Humanics for the 2024-25 
academic year, led the charge 
throughout the year, culmi-
nating in her Humanics Lec-
ture, Ageless Humanics: Em-
powering Health and Human 
Potential Across Generations. 
She also reconvened and led 
the Affirmative Approach-
es to Aging Task Force, a 
22-member interdisciplinary 
group of faculty, staff, and 
students focused on advanc-
ing age inclusivity and com-

bating ageism. The task force 
is strengthening relationships 
with community-based or-
ganizations and expanding 
clinical services, educational 
programming, and creative 
engagement both on campus 
and in the surrounding com-
munity.

Springfield College is an 
independent, nonprofit, coed-
ucational institution founded 
in 1885. Approximately 3,000 
students, including 1,800 full-
time undergraduate students, 
study at its main campus in 
Springfield, Mass. Spring-
field College inspires students 
through the guiding princi-
ples of its Humanics philos-
ophy - educating in spirit, 
mind, and body for leadership 
in service to others.

IN THE CLASSROOM


