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Det. Lt. Knox 
and Sgt. Dent 
recognzed in 
ceremony

 By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On July 
25, the police department 
held a promotional ceremo-
ny for Detective Lieutenant 
Sean Knox and Sergeant 
Matthew Dent, where both 
men were joined with their 
families, friends, and fellow 
colleagues to formally rec-
ognize them for their recent 
promotions. Chief Valadas 
of the LPD spoke about the 
significance of each role that 
Knox and Dent hold now and 
the journey both of them had 
to take to get to this point in 
each of their respective ca-
reers.

Chief Valadas began, 
“The backbone of any po-
lice department is the people 
that are vested and there’s no 
more vested staff than rank-
ing officers. In my opinion, 
these are the people that are 
the most vested in commu-
nities because they’re willing 
to work harder, take the ex-
ams, go through the rigorous 
process, study and do every-

thing to embed themselves 
and make sure that they take 
care of the town. Can’t think 
of two better guys to do that. 
Det. Lt. Knox and Sgt. Dent, 
we will start by rank and 
we’ll go with Det. Lt. Knox 
first.”

Det. Lt. Knox went up 
first to the podium, alongside 
Assistant Town Clerk Chris 

Szlosek, acting as the town 
official to swear in each offi-
cer with a short speech each 
one had to recite with their 
right hand in the air. Sgt. 
Dent followed and then both 
Knox and Dent shared a few 
words to the room after offi-
cially being promoted. 

Det. Lt. Knox began, 
“Thank you for the oppor-

tunity to be here today, I put 
in a lot of effort throughout 
the years but it’s more so my 
family and my colleagues 
that supported me through 
the way. Without them, I 
wouldn’t be in the position 
that I am in today. I can’t 

Ludlow Police Dept. promotes two

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – At the Se-
nior Center, 50+ Job Seek-
er MA Network Program 
Manager Eric Elmendorf 
set up an information table 
in the coffee corner to talk 
to center guests interest-
ed in finding a job in the 
evolving job market. This 
network focuses on get-
ting people connected with 
like-minded professionals, 
access to valuable resources 
for experienced job seekers, 
and recognizes that experi-

ence, wisdom, and profes-
sional maturity are valuable 
assets in today’s workforce. 

The 50+ Job Seeker 
MA Network is committed 
to helping seasoned pro-
fessionals showcase these 
strengths and help peo-
ple find the job fit best for 
them. Based on the pam-
phlet, the network deals 
with the issues of age dis-
crimination during people’s 
job search and the employ-
ment process while provid-
ing them with robust ma-
terials, strategies, content, 
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Program Manager Eric Elmendorf with the MA Councils on 
Aging and 50+ Job Seekers in MA smiling while sitting at 
the table set up in the senior center. 

50+ Job Seekers in MA 
visits the Senior Center

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Sgt. Dent, Chief Valadas, and Det. Lt. Knox at the promotions ceremony.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW – On July 22, 
all four schools in the town 
had their respective princi-
pals at the school committee 
meeting review each school 
improvement plan for the up-
coming school year. Superin-
tendent Dr. Tiano began with 
introductions and explained 
that two principals, Harris 
Brook Elementary Princi-
pal Nikki Reed and Ludlow 

High School Principal Lisa 
Nemeth were not present due 
to schedule conflicts, and fol-
lowed by introducing East St. 
Elementary Principal Chris-
tine Limoges who is new this 
upcoming year and Baird 
Middle School Principal Ja-
son Taylor to the committee 
members. Limoges has been 
working in East St. Elemen-
tary for a month and Taylor 
has been working for now a 
full year. 

On the slideshow, the 
meeting began with Taylor 

reviewing the LHS 2025 to 
2026 improvement plan and 
started, “I feel that my time 
served as assistant principal 
at the high school makes me 
somewhat of an adequate 
understudy to present, so 
I will try my best. A lot of 
planning for our school im-
provement plans for both 
the high school level and 
the middle school level are 
somewhat consistent. When 
Mrs. Nemith and I did some 
collaborative work togeth-
er, so you’re going to kind 

of see some overlap, but one 
of the things that aligned 
with objective one and four 
is we are going to continue 
to implement a social emo-
tional learning curriculum 
using Panorama information, 
Playbook, and Josten’s Re-
naissance Character Devel-
opment cards and a reward 
system to reinforce positive 
behavior.”

Taylor continued, “We’re 
in the process of exploring 
other SEL curriculums just to 
see if there’s anything more 

effective. I know that Mrs. 
Nemeth would utilize fac-
ulty meetings to kind of in-
form teachers and help them 
better understand how SEL 
can be infused and integrat-
ed into their lessons. I know 
there would be opportunities 
for students to receive SEL 
curriculum during class time 
with the teachers. The teach-
ers learn about that in the 
faculty meetings and they 
would have the opportunity 
to implement it in the class-
room.”

For objective one of stu-
dent and staff wellness, it 
states “Students and staff 
make connections and devel-
op relationships between, and 
among, each other as part of 
their own social, emotional, 
and physical wellness.” For 
objective four of culture and 
engagement, it states “Educa-
tors will develop internal and 
external systems of collab-
oration and communication 
with each other, our families, 

School committee reviews improvement plans

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – On Tues. 
Aug. 12 at 6 p.m., the Cel-
ebrate Ludlow Committee 
will be holding a meeting 
at the Town Hall in the 
Selectman’s Conference 
Room for the future “Light 
Up Ludlow” events and 
celebrations around town. 
Celebrate Ludlow Lin-
da Collette shared a few 
words for the upcoming 
meeting.

“We cordially invite 
all Ludlow civic groups, 
committees, townspeople, 
businesses, and more who 
would be interested in be-
ing a part of and helping 
with the annual town tree 
lighting celebration. We’re 
looking for folks who are 
willing to be helpful in 
setting up the 22-foot tree, 
that the Ludlow 250th pur-
chased as a legacy to the 
town, at Town Hall and 
holiday decor through-
out the town. On Nov. 30, 
that’s the date of the first 

tree lighting of this giant 
tree.  The annual tree light-
ing will always be the Sun. 
after Thanksgiving going 
forward. The tree and de-
cor will be set up the week 
before that and we need 
help.”

In preparation for the 
colder months, Collette 
wanted to make sure that 
folks who would be inter-
ested in lending a helping 
hand knew of the upcom-
ing events in town and the 
possibilities of meeting 
new local people. Although 
it may be hard to think of 
chillier times, Collette is 
hopeful that people mark 
their calendars and set their 
reminders for these excit-
ing and most importantly, 
memorable town events. 

Mark your calendars 
for Aug. 12 at 6 p.m. com-
mittee meeting for event 
assistance and help for the 
Celebrate Ludlow Com-
mittee events. Also note 
Nov. 30 for the first tree 
lighting of the new tree and 
Oct. 4 for the ‘Falling Into 
Fun’ event. 

Celebrate Ludlow invites 
groups for ‘Light Up Ludlow’By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW – In a previ-
ous Select Board meeting on 
July 8, the board reviewed the 
parking for the Ludlow Res-
ervoir and possible solutions 
and suggestions submitted 
by Chief Valadas of the LPD. 
This is in response to com-
plaints from cemetery visitors 
to deter Ludlow Reservoir 
visitors from parking in the 
cemetery, and if DPW would 
be able to install ‘No Parking’ 
signs on Center St.

In that article, Town Ad-
ministrator Marc Strange on 
July 16 submitted a quote to 
The Register stating, “The 

Select Board is requesting 
that the DPW get quotes for 
“Cemetery Parking Only” 
signs or messaging to that ef-
fect.” As of July 30, Strange 
submitted an update directly 
from the DPW stating, “We 
have ‘No Parking’ signs up 
there now which pushes cars 

DPW provides update for Ludlow Reservoir parking
away from the grave sites. We 
are now in the process of or-
dering a rules and regulations 
sign to install at the entrance, 
and hopefully that will help.” 

On site at the reservoir, 
there are approximately 21 
parking spots available, in-
cluding handicap accessible 

parking. Across the street 
from the parking lot, there 
are clear “No Parking” signs 
present to help keep Center St. 
clear of vehicles. 

The Register will continue 
to follow this story in future 
editions. 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

The entrance of the reservoir parking lot has a gate with 
constant monitoring, with security cameras and a security 
present during hours of operation. 

Entering the parking 
lot to the left, there’s 
signage that includes 
the spring and summer 
hours, and notifying 
residents that the 
reservoir is closed on 
Wednesdays.

The Springfield Water and Sewer 
Commission and Ludlow Reservoir sign 

next to the reservoir parking lot. 

Please see PLANS, page 15

Please see 50+ JOB, 
page 6

Please see PROMOTE, 
page 8
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Steppin’ Out Steppin’ Out IIIISteppin’ Out Steppin’ Out IIII
60 East St., Ludlow (next to Pizza Corner)60 East St., Ludlow (next to Pizza Corner)

Classes Age 3 to AdultClasses Age 3 to Adult
KINDERDANCE • TINY TUMBLING • BEGINNER COMBO CLASSES

JAZZ • TAP • BALLET • POINTE • HIP HOP • ACRO • CONTEMPORARY

COMPETITION CLASSES BY REQUEST • PARENT-CHILD CLASSES FOR UNDER 3
PLEASE CONTACT THE STUDIO FOR MORE INFORMATION

OPEN
HOUSES

For More Information Call 589-7751 or Text 413-393-0735 or
Email Us at SteppinOut2DanceStudio@gmail.com

Saturday, August 23rd 11am-1pm
  Get “Jazzed Up” with our Face Painting on 8/23!

Thursday, August 28th 5-7pm
Tuesday, September 2nd  5-7pm

★ Classes start Monday, September 8th ★

REGISTER 
ONLINE NOW 

to get your 
schedule 

requests in!

Register Online at: www.SteppinOut2Ludlow.com

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Last Friday, 
a variety of balloons were 
floating around the Hubbard 
Memorial Library lawn along 
with a big group of patrons, 
waiting for the festivities to 
begin. The library hosted its 
second annual balloon Olym-
pics with kids of all ages, 
who were all excited to join 
in on the fun and compete for 
the medal. 

Following the torch sig-
nifying the beginning of the 
games, the crowd marched 
in line to the first event of the 
day which was called ‘keepy 
uppy’, which led to multiple 
popped balloons. Youth Ser-
vices Librarian July Siebeck-
er spoke to the crowd and 
had them get into groups of 
two, had the duos face each 
other to pass the balloon 
back and forth, and if the bal-
loon dropped then that pair 
was out. 

The next game was a re-
lay race with a long balloon 
that each group had to run 
to the other side and pass 
it along, whoever was first 
one! Following was ‘egg 
and spoon’ which had each 
individual run or walk to the 
other side whilst balancing a 
balloon on a stick, and one of 
the other games was a fishing 
game and a hot potato game.

The big group of peo-
ple, consisting of parents, 
grandparents, guardians, 
and of course kids were all 
having a blast getting to 
know each other, competing 
in age-friendly games, and 
learning more about library 
events in the future. Sev-
eral onlookers commented 
how thrilled they were that 
the library put this on again 
because of the positive feed-
back they got from their chil-
dren.

For more information on 
future events, visit the library 
website. 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

The fan favorite were the balloons, but many of them popped before the games even started! 

Hubbard Memorial hosts 2nd annual Balloon Olympics Heritage 
Pops dinner 
dance and 
concert

LUDLOW—The Her-
itage Pops is having a 
summer dinner dance on 
Friday, August 8 at the 
PACC, 355 East Street in 
Ludlow. Dinner will be at 
6:30 p.m. dancing from 
7-9:30 p.m. Dinner will 
be burgers, hot dogs, po-
tato salad and watermel-
on.  Tickets are $22 at the 
door.

The HPO is doing a 
concert on Friday, August 
15th at the Sole Syndi-
cate Brewery (formally 
the Iron Duke Brewery) 
at 100 State St. Building 
#122 in Ludlow, MA.

Concert is from 6-8 
p.m. (free admission and 
free parking). Food will 
be available for purchase 
as well as a very large 
selection of craft beers 
and seltzers. The concert 
will be outdoors on the 
large patio. There is plen-
ty of seating outdoors and 
indoors. In case of bad 
weather, the concert will 
be held on Friday, August 
29.

 

CORRECTION
In the July 30 edition of the Ludlow Register, the 

spelling of a name was incorrect. The correct spelling is 
Kevin Vestal. We apologize for the error.

The balloon Olympics groups playing ‘keepy uppy’ in the library lawn. The relay race was very competitive, yet the wind blew a lot of 
the balloons away making the participants run even faster. 

Visit us on
the web

www.turley.com
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Support Your Local Farmers!Support Your Local Farmers!

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM – 8PM
 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
LOCALLY GROWN!

FRESH BLUEBERRIESFRESH BLUEBERRIES
From Nearby FarmsFrom Nearby Farms

BUTTER & SUGAR BUTTER & SUGAR 
SWEET CORN!SWEET CORN!

Locally Grown

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream
MADE IN SMALL BATCHES AT THE CREAMERY
Limited Edition ~ Now Available!

“CHUCK’S” MADAGASCAR 
VANILLA ICE CREAM

PACK A PICNIC
FROM RANDALL’S
GOURMET SANDWICHES & SUMMER SALADS
Fresh Baked Cookies, Pies & Muffins
Randall’s Blueberry Sour Cream Pie!

Local Field Grown

TOMATOES!TOMATOES!
Red, Ripe & Delicious

Green Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers, Green Peppers, Eggplant, Cucumbers, 
Yellow & Green Beans, Yellow & Green Beans, 
Yellow & Green Squash, Yellow & Green Squash, 
Red Raspberries & MORERed Raspberries & MORE

TAX FREE WEEKEND TAX FREE WEEKEND 
August 9 & 10

PERFECT TIME TO BUY
Trees, Shrubs, Perennials, 

and Garden Décor!

August 13th 
PROSECCO DAY!PROSECCO DAY!

Our Beer & Wine Dept Has A 
Great Selection Of Proseccos!

HARDY HIBISCUSHARDY HIBISCUS
Stunning Summer Bloomers!

Luna Series 
        12” Pots   $24.99

  Compact Plant 24”- 36” Tall
Huge Red, White & Pink Blooms

 

SOOTHING ALOE VERA PLANTS
4” Pots $4.99Cool Down That 

Summer Sunburn

    Buy One Get One Free
(HIGHER PRICE PREVAILS)

Mint, Sage, Chives, Oregano & MORE

HERB PLANTSHERB PLANTS 
Summer Special

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

It’s Our Anniversary!
Celebrating 60 Years of Success, 

One Client At A Time!

• Located in Post Office Park,  
Wilbraham

• Helping clients live their  
best financial life since 1965

• Accomplished, Friendly  
and Professional

• Contact us for a
 no-fee consultation

at

Securities offered through LPL Financial.  Member FINRA/SIPC.  Advisory services offered through
Trombley Associates, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

85 Post Office Park • Suite 8524
Wilbraham, MA  01095

Phone 413-596-6992
trombleyassociates.com

Mike Trombley, Financial Advisor, Former MLB Player; 
Barbara Trombley, CPA, Financial Advisor

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW – On July 29, 
part two of the paper-mak-
ing series comes back to the 
Hubbard Memorial for a 
notebook making workshop, 
after the kids two weeks ago 
made their own paper from 
scratch. The calm, infor-
mative, and creative library 
workshop helped kids of all 
ages make and decorate their 
own notebook and cover to 
draw and write whatever they 
desire on the inside and out. 

Instructor Samantha, who 
conducted the previous pa-
per-making class, was at the 
library once again showing 
how simple it is to create a 
notebook. If you’re wonder-
ing how to make a notebook, 

this is what you need. Paper, 
yarn, a sewing needle, cover 
material, scissors and awl, 
ruler, and a pencil. 

The kids started by mea-
suring the size of their note-
books and folded the paper, 
matching the cover material 
to the size of the paper cre-
ated, they were able to use 
a bone crease to make a flat 
and clean edge. By using a 
ruler to mark the dots for 
the holes needed to sew the 
notebook together, the awl 
was used to punch the holes 
out in the paper and with the 
help of the instructor and 
volunteers, the kids sewed 
the needle with the yarn cre-
ating the notebook. 

After creating the note-
book, the kids were able to 
decorate them however they 
wanted, one attendee drew 

waves on her cover. Speaking 
with the parents and guard-
ians waiting in the room, ev-
eryone had grand things to 
say about the library and the 
programming the staff put 
on. 

One family shared that 
they traveled from West 
Springfield and another trav-

eled from Sixteen Acres be-
cause they both loved the 
classes and kid programs for 
their kids. 

The kids shared that they 
all loved making the paper 
and making the notebooks. 

For more events like 
these, visit the library web-
site. 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Volunteer Becky Marker was teaching a child how to sew the 
homemade notebook. 

Homemade paper turns to notebooks 
at Hubbard Memorial

The class was set up with paper, string, glue, and markers to create their own unique notebooks.

LUDLOW

When the participants were finished folding their notebook, 
Instructor Samantha assisted them by sewing the binding of 
the book. 
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Roberta McQuaid
by

OPINION

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
organizations are strongly encouraged to 
send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 

We need first and last name, hometown, 
title if applicable, and a brief description of 
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

The
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theregister@turley.com
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Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., 
Palmer, Mass. 01069.
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when submitted.
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

The half dead pot of 
petunias on the rent-
al house’s steps got 

me thinking about the per-
fect column for this 
time of year! After all, 
we invest hard earned 
money in annual flow-
ers and plants, and we 
expect that they will 
provide us with color 
through the first frost.  
What steps can we take 
now to ensure that they 
will?  

Read on for some useful 
advice, straight from the ar-
chives.

Remove spent flowers  
Most annuals will con-

tinue to bloom abundantly 
if they are deadheaded on a 
regular basis. Deadheading 
is an entertaining term used 
to define the removal of spent 
flowers.  

A plant produces flow-
ers for one purpose: to sur-
vive. You see, once a flower 
has been pollinated it will 
produce seed; seed that will 
grow future plants.  

If a plant has produced 
enough flowers that have 
gone to seed it will consider 
its job to be done, flower pro-
duction will cease, and it will 
begin to decline. By dead-
heading, we keep the plant in 
reproductive mode, in other 
words, in flower!  

When you remove dying 
blossoms, make sure to pinch 
off the entire flower, not just 
the petals, or it will do no 
good. Include the stem as 
well to keep the plant tidy. 

Petunias, marigolds, zin-
nias and salvia, among oth-
ers, are examples of plants 
that require regular dead-
heading to look their best 

throughout the growing sea-
son.

Shear them back to 

encourage new growth  
Some annuals start to get 

a leggy appearance about 
now. Others may have brown 
tips.  

These plants require more 
drastic measures to bring 
back their youthful good 
looks. Give them a good 
haircut. 

Simply look within the 
plant and find healthy, green 
growth. Cut calendulas, pan-
sies and snapdragon back to 
that point. Alyssum or lobelia 
can often be sheared to with-
in inches of the ground.  

Don’t worry; they won’t 
look bad for long! You can 
jump start regrowth with a bit 
of liquid fertilizer.

Feed your plants  
Annuals that are well fer-

tilized at planting time likely 
look a bit pale by now. If fo-
liage is off-color and flower 
production is nil, pull back 
the bark mulch and sprinkle 
some organic fertilizer gran-
ules at the base of each plant.  

Cultivate gently and wa-
ter in a little bit. You can 
also use a water soluble liq-
uid fertilizer every couple of 
weeks. 

If going natural is your 
cup of tea, make some! Com-

post or manure tea has long 
been used to keep growth 
lush. Steep a burlap bag of 
either compost or aged ma-

nure in a large trash 
bucket filled with water 
and use as needed.  

Smaller batches 
can be made right in 
a watering can. Like-
wise, there are numer-
ous blends of seaweed 
and fish emulsion on 
the market that can be 
watered in or used as a 

foliar feed. 
Water, water, water  
Be careful not to let your 

plants dry out. When you 
need to water the garden, re-
member to do so in the early 
morning, if possible, to avoid 
evaporation. Early evening 
is another good option, but 
try to get the job done with 
enough time for the foliage 
to dry before darkness sets 
in.  

Deep waterings twice a 
week are far better than nu-
merous quick showers. The 
former will promote deep, 
penetrating roots and future 
drought tolerance.  

Well-watered, well-fed 
and well-groomed annuals 
will reward you with beau-
tiful bountiful blossoms for 
another two months – well 
worth the effort indeed!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Midsummer maintenance will 
keep annuals going strong

Dear Rusty: 
I am currently receiv-

ing Social Security ben-
efits while continuing to 
work full time. 

There are no restric-
tions on my wage earn-
ings because I waited 
until full retirement age 
before beginning benefits. 
However, I was also told 
that my benefit amount 
would be reviewed each 
year if my current earn-
ings were higher than 
past earnings. 

That held true for the 
first two years, but has 
yet to be adjusted for 
2025. I thought it might 
be because of HR 82, 
which does not impact 
me directly, but I think 
it may be the reason my 
payment has not yet been 
changed. Has enough 
time passed so I should 
contact SSA now to see if 
this is the case? 

Signed: 
Waiting Anxiously 

 
Dear Waiting: 

If you are already col-
lecting benefits, Social 
Security reviews your 
earnings each year to see 
if your more recent earn-
ings are high enough to 
warrant an increase in 
your monthly benefit. 
They do this automati-
cally, after they get your 
most recent earnings data 
from the IRS and they 
typically do that review 
by the end of the third 
quarter of each year. If 
a higher benefit is indi-
cated, they will increase 
your monthly amount 
and pay you retroactive-
ly to the beginning of the 
year for any difference in 
your benefit. 

 SSA has, indeed, 
been vigorously work-
ing on changes resulting 
from HR82 (the Social 
Security Fairness Act), 
which may have affect-
ed the timeliness of their 
review of your recent 
earnings. However, I 
suspect that is not why 
your SS benefit has not 
yet changed. More like-
ly, it has to do with the 
fact that your past earn-
ings have been adjusted 
for inflation, which is 
a normal part of Social 
Security’s process when 

calculating your benefit 
amount. 

Your earnings for 
each year in your lifetime 
up to age 60 were adjust-
ed for inflation when you 
originally claimed SS 
and your recent earnings 
would need to be high-
er than the inflation-ad-
justed amounts used by 
SS when you claimed. 
They use the 35 highest 
earnings years adjusted 
for inflation over your 
lifetime to calculate your 
benefit and inflation has a 
substantial effect. For ex-
ample, $50,000 earned in 
1990 would require over 
$100,000 in earnings to-
day to cause an increase 
in your benefit. Thus, 
you cannot go by the ac-
tual dollars you earned in 
earlier years, because SS 
uses inflated amounts to 
calculate your benefit.  

In any case, if you 
believe that the Social 
Security Administra-
tion neglected reviewing 
your earnings from last 
year or in any year since 
you claimed, you can 
make an appointment to 
review that with them 
by calling 1-800-772-
1213. SSA typically does 
such appointments over 
the phone, so you like-
ly won’t need to make a 
personal visit to your lo-
cal SSA office to investi-
gate this. 

The Association Ma-
ture Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Ad-
ministration or any other 
governmental entity. This 
article is intended for in-
formation purposes and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the 
Association Mature Cit-
izens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited 
by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-securi-
ty-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is 
a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.  

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Why hasn’t my SS benefit changed 
because I am still working?

By Julie Midura 
Guest Columnist

When you’re at-
tempting to hike 
EVERY trail in all 

six of the Federally Desig-
nated Wilderness areas in the 
White Mountains, you can’t 
just skip a trail just because 
it takes you out of your com-
fort zone. 

At 1,200 vertical feet in 
just half a mile, North Tri-
pyramid Slide is known as 
one of the steepest trails in 
New England and is also on 
the NH Terrifying 25 hiking 
list. The granite slide requires 
hand-over-hand climbing 
using 3 points of contact on 
steep, exposed rock slabs and 
is not recommended for the 
descent.

There are actually three 
potential routes up the slide; 
left, middle, and right. 

The far left route is not 
the actual slide, but appears 
to be very popular based on 
how well-worn the steep 
dirt path has become over 
the years. I’m guessing that 
anyone with an ounce of 
self-preservation and a strong 
desire to hug trees chooses 

this route. 
The far right route is 

clearly the least used-covered 
in slick moss, with no trees 
to grab onto and providing 
little in the way of traction. 

I would say this is the route 
you take when your brain 
hasn’t fully developed yet. 
Which, ‘scientifically’ speak-
ing, is anyone under the age 
of 28. 

And the space in between 
the left and the right? Well, 
that’s the route for those who 
want to experience the thrill 
of rock scrambling without 
the benefit of rope, while still 

feeling like Spider-Man on 
the way up. 

When Tom and I reached 
the base of the slide, I told 

The Terrifying Tripyramid Slide

Please see HIKE, page 7
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What’s Happening

 

Classes Start
Sept. 8th!Classes for Toddler

through Adults!
We specialize in

preschool and early
elementary aged dancers!

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap, 

Musical Theater Dance, 
Modern/Contemporary, 

Pre-Dance, 
Ballet Fairy Tales, 
Combo Classes, 
Street Hip-Hop, 

Break Dance and Funk, 
Toddler Class

Homeschool & Days,
Adult Classes

Celebrating 25 Years
          of Dance! The Dance StudioThe Dance Studio

REGISTER NOW 
FOR FALL CLASSES!

OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 2nd 5-7pm
In Person Registration Every Tuesday 5-7pm

Family & Multi-class Discount
1 hour classes, 90 minute recitals

Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

Adult Fitness & 
Dance Classes - 

$10 drop-ins
35 Post Office Park

Wilbraham, MA
413-596-0121

We Offer 
Birthday Parties 

& Studio Rentals!

REGISTER ONLINE VIA OUR PORTAL! VISIT OUR WEBSITE thedancestudio.co

Classical Ballet,
Jazz, Tap, 

Musical Theater Dance, 
Modern/Contemporary, 

Pre-Dance, 
Ballet Fairy Tales, 

Combo Classes, 
Street Hip-Hop, 

Break Dance and Funk, 
Toddler Class,

Homeschool & Days,
Adult Classes

35 Post Office Park,
Wilbraham, MA

Adult Fitness & Dance
Classes - $10 drop-ins

 REGISTER ONLINE via our Portal!             Visit our Website: thedancestudioma.com

In Person Registration Every Tuesday 5-7pm

WHERE DANCE IS FOR EVERYONE!

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL CLASSES!
OPEN HOUSE Tuesday, September 2  5-7pmnd

Family & Multi-class Discount
1 hour classes • 90 minute recitals

Professional Adult College Educated Instructors

We Offer Birthday
Parties & Studio

Rentals!

Celebrating 25 Years
of Dance!

Classes for Toddlers
through Adults!
We specialize in 

preschool and early 
elementary aged dancers!

Classes Start
Sept. 8th!

The Dance Studio

413-596-0121

Since 1950, the Ludlow Community Center/Randall Boys & Girls Club 
has been a safe place for youth to play, learn, and grow. Over the years, 

The Club has evolved and found new ways to support our community. 
We now serve adults, preschoolers, teens, and more. 

What hasn’t changed is our commitment to inspire and enable 
youth and adults to build better communities by providing 

life-enhancing experiences and programs through which they will 
realize their full potential as responsible and caring citizens.

We couldn’t do it without you.

THANK YOU
FOR 75 YEARS

friendships memoriesbelonging fun
HELP US RAISE $75,000 FOR CLUB NEEDS!

DONATE ONLINE AT
AUCTRIA.EVENTS/LBGC75

OR SEND A CHECK TO
91 CLAUDIA’S WAY
LUDLOW, MA 01056

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

To register for programs 
or find out more information, 
visit ludlow.cwmars.org, or 
call (413) 583-3408. Weath-
er-related announcements for 
outdoor events will be made 
on the library’s Facebook 
page the morning of the pro-
gram.

Library Hours:
M, W, F 9-5, TU, TH, 9-8, 

S 9-1. Closed Sundays 
and holidays.

FOR ADULTS

Dog Behavior & Rabies 
Awareness, Thursday, August 
7, 6:00 p.m.  Ludlow Ani-
mal Control Officer Octavia 
will share valuable insights 
into dog behavior and safe-
ty.  Learn how to read a dog’s 
body language, respond ap-
propriately, and understand 
the importance of rabies 
awareness and prevention. 
Please register. 

A Love Story Book Club 
Meeting (new!), first Tuesday 
of the month, 6:30 p.m.  Join 
us for the 2nd meeting of our 
new book club!  Every book 
chosen will represent themes 
of love & romance.  Come 
pick up your copy of Summer 
of ‘69 by Elin Hilderbrand at 
the circulation desk.   

Mass Center for the Book 
Monthly Reading Challenge 
Each month, you’ll be chal-
lenged to read a book based 
on a chosen theme.  Those 
who participate will be en-
tered to win a free book! For 
more information and to sign 
up, please visit massbook.org/
readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Se-
niors, every Thursday, 1:30 
p.m. Have some fun and join 
us for chair volleyball! No 
running or jumping required. 
Please sign up on our website 
or by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408. Walk-
ins are welcome.

Who picked this book? 

Book Club Meeting, first 
Thursday of the month, 3:30 
p.m. Join us for this month’s 
Who picked this book? Book 
Club meeting! You can pick 
up a copy of the book at the 
circulation desk. 

Happy Hour Book Club 
Meeting, last Thursday of 
the month, 6:30 p.m. Join us 
for this month’s Happy Hour 
Book Club meeting! You can 
pick up a copy of the book at 
the circulation desk.

FOR TEENS

Anime Club, every oth-
er Thursday, August 7 and 
August 21, 3:30 to 5:00 p.m.  
For middle and high school-
ers. Watch and talk about 
Anime, eat snacks, try out 
your cosplay, and learn about 
Anime. Registration recom-
mended.

Read Between the Lines 
High School Book Discus-
sion Group, August 29, 3:00 
to 4:00 p.m.  For ages 14 -18. 
Fun, relaxed book discus-
sion for high schoolers. This 
month the club is reading 
Kill Creatures by Rory Pow-
er; copies are available in the 
Youth Room. Please register. 

FOR CHILDREN 
AND TEENS

Magic School Bus Scav-
enger Hunt, Monday August 
11, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Celebrate the birthday of Joa-
na Cole, author of the Magic 
School Bus books! Find all 
the Magic School Bus pic-
tures in the Youth Room to 
win a prize. Drop-in.

Youth Crochet Club, every 
other Tuesday, August 12 & 
August 26, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
For ages 10-17. For beginner 
to experienced crocheters; 
supplies provided or bring 
your own. Registration rec-
ommended. 

Sidewalk Chalk Art, 

Wednesday August 13, all 
day. All ages. We invite the 
community to create art on 
our sidewalks to express your 
appreciation for books and 
the library. Drop-in.

Book Cover Collaging, 
Friday August 15, 1:00 to 
5:00 p.m. All ages. Upcy-
cle picture book dust jackets 
and scrapbooking paper into 
amazing art. Drop-in.

Wicked Trivia Night for 
YAs, Tuesday August 19, 6:30 
p.m. For tweens & teens. 
If you’re obsessed with the 
movie Wicked, show off your 
knowledge to win prizes! 
Please register.

End of Summer Reading 
Celebration with Ed Pop-
ielarczyk’s Magic Show, Mon-
day August 18, 10:00 a.m. 
All ages. Ludlow favorite 
Ed serves up magic and tons 
of laughs! Bring chairs or a 
blanket to sit on. Then stay at 
the end for the raffle drawing!

Summer Reading Grand 
Prize Raffle Drawing, Mon-
day August 18, 11:00 a.m. 
We’ll announce the winners 
of the adult and youth sum-
mer reading program raffles! 
Winners will also be notified 
by phone.

Paper Games Day, Mon-
day August 18, all day. All 
ages. Mazes, connect-the-
dots, word searches and 
more! Drop-in.

Pokemon Club, every 
Wednesday through August 
20, 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. For ages 
8-14. Trading, dueling, and 
gaming on your own hand-
helds, phones, or Nintendo 
Switch. Please have your 
name on everything you bring 
to the club. Please register.

Movie: Dog Man and ac-
tivity, Thursday August 21, 
10:00 a.m. Rated PG. Enjoy 
free popcorn and drinks with 
the movie, then have fun with 

a Dog Man themed activity 
packet after. Drop-in.

Interskate 91 Party, Thurs-
day August 21, 6:00 to 8:00 
p.m. All ages. Free skating to 
celebrate the end of the Sum-
mer Reading Program. Pick 
up tickets from the Youth 
Room in August.

Tween Graphic Novel 
Book Group, Thursday August 
28, 5:00 to 5:45 p.m. For ages 
9-13. Meet to discuss graph-
ic novels, play games, and 
make crafts. This month the 
group is reading Dungeons & 
Dragons: Dungeon Club v.2: 
Time to Party, by Molly Os-
tertag, which is available in 
the Youth Room. There will 
be snacks! Please register. 

Lego Build Challenge, ev-
ery Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Pull a Lego Build 
Challenge Card and try to 
build it with the library's 
Legos, or free build just for 
fun. All creations will be put 
on display in the Youth Room 
for the week. Drop-in.

Friday Online Club, ev-
ery Friday, 3:00 to 4:45 p.m. 
Play Roblox, Minecraft or 
other online group games at 
the library. Meet new friends 
or play with old ones. Feel 
free to use one of the library 
Minecraft accounts: please 
sign up for your own Roblox 
or other accounts. For grades 
3-8. Please register. 

FOR CHILDREN

Fairy Houses, Friday Au-
gust 8, 11:30 a.m. Ages 4-10. 
Hear a book about fairy hous-
es and then make your own 
version right out on the lawn! 
Rain date 8/18. Please regis-
ter. 

Summer Grow, Play and 
Learn Playgroup, Thurs-
days through August 14, 9:30 
to 10:30 a.m. For ages 0-5. 
Playgroup led by Early Child-
hood Development special-
ists. Sponsored by Pathways 
for Parents CFCE. Please reg-
ister. 

A Visit From the Ludlow 
Fire Department, Thursday, 
August 14, 1:00 p.m. All ages. 
Meet real firefighters, learn 
about fire safety, take a tour 
of the fire truck, even spray 
water with the hose. Drop-in.

Read to a Poodle, Wednes-
day, August 20, 2:00 to 3:00 
p.m. For beginning readers. 
Sign up to treat Brightspot 

therapy dog Quill and his 
trainer to 10 minutes of solo 
reading by you! Please regis-
ter. 

Sing With Me, every Tues-
day, 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
Note: does not meet on 8/12 

For 0-5s. Interactive, par-
ticipatory music for children 
and their grown-ups with 
favorite children’s songs. It 
takes place on the library 
lawn, but we move inside for 
bad weather. Drop-in.

Daily Drop-In Crafts, all 
ages. DIY crafts available in 
the Youth Room daily. New 
craft each week.

at Hubbard Memorial Library

Time change 
please see below

INDIAN ORCHARD 
— DOZYNKI Celebra-
tion will be held at Im-
maculate Conception 
Church Hall, 25 Parker 
Street, Indian Orchard on 
August 23, 2025 from 2 
p.m. to 6 p.m. with

Polish Plate Dinner (4 
Pierogi, Golabek, Kiel-
basa, Kapusta and Rye 
Bread)

$20 per plate, eat in or 
take out, wine, beer, wa-
ter and soda available for 
purchase.

No outside food or 
drink will be allowed.

Homemade baked 
goods will be available 
for purchase from the 
youth, tickets are avail-
able by calling Maria 
Kowalski at 413-222-
6229, Irena Wurszt at 
413-427-5846, or the par-
ish office at 413-543-3627 
opt. 4 Mon. and Tues. 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Frozen Polish food 
will also be available Go-
labki (3) $12, Kapusta 
(Large)$10.

Pierogi (Cabbage, Po-
tato & cheese $14, Sweet 
Cheese, Blueberries $15)

There will NOT be a 
sale from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
as previously published 
only from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Polish Food sale 
set for Aug. 23
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HOW TO APPLY
Submit a letter of interest to:

HRJobs@ludlow.ma.us
Visit ludlow.ma.us/vacancies for more information

Help shape Ludlow’s future
with the 

Ludlow 
Planning Board

NOW SEEKING
Applicants for Open Seats

Help guide development and land use 
decisions that shape the future of our community!

TWO (2) POSITIONS AVAILABLE
One Regular Member (stipend position)

One Associate Member (volunteer)

Contribute to Ludlow’s Growth Through
Project & Site Plan Review • Subdivision Approval

Zoning Amendments • Master Plan Implementation

Meetings on 2nd & 4th Thursdays • 7 p.m.
Ludlow Town Hall, Select Board’s Room Enter with a Delivery Order

1. Visit our website at BlazeXpress.com to browse our menu of premium, lab-tested cannabis products.
2. Place an order for delivery to your home.
3. At checkout, use the promo code BIGE to receive a pre-selected 1g Pre-Roll for just $1.
4. Each completed delivery using the promo code BIGE between now and Sept. 9, 2025, will automatically 

earn you one (1) entry into the sweepstakes. Limit one entry via this method per person, per day.

Free Mail-in Entry NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN
BlazeXpress “Big E Blaze to Win” Sweepstakes, PO Box 6403, Holyoke, MA 01041. Mail-in entries must be 
postmarked by Sept. 9, 2025, and received by September 10th, 2025. Limit one mail-in entry per person.

LUDLOW — Alegria 
Dance and Fitness brought 
110 friends and family, five-
staff members, 40 dancers 
and 54 competition entries 
to the Dance The World 
Competition in Walt Disney 
World from July 9-13, 2025. 
There were over 350 dancers 
present at this competition 
representing nine states and 
five countries.  

This entire experience in-
cluded dancing down Main-
street at Magic Kingdom, 
competing at World Show-
case in Epcot, Master Class-
es with Geo Hubela, David 
Houde and Brandon Arm-
strong from Dancing with the 
Stars, as well as performing 
at the FINALs on the Beauty 
and the Beast stage at Holly-
wood Studios.

Alegria was able to bring 
home 18 entries that placed 
top 10 in the overalls. With-
in that, they had two soloist, 
Victoria Rodrigues and Au-
driana DeSousa and a jazz 
group dance place 1st Over-
all. In addition, Alegria had 
4 dances invited to the FI-
NALS where the dance Hotel 
California placed 3rd, Desti-
nation Unknown placed 5th, 

Thule placed 3rd and 4 Parks 
One day Production placed 
2nd Overall! 

Alegria would like to 
thank all the local business 
sponsors and those who 
helped with the fundraising 
efforts to make this possible 
for these amazing dancers. 

				  
		

Alegria Dance and Fitness competes at Disney World

Submitted photo

Alegria Dance and Fitness competed at Walt Disney World recently and brought home 18 entries.

and guidance to network and 
navigate their way through a 
successful job search. 

Elmendorf spoke with 
members on their resumes, 
past job history, current 
struggles on finding a job, 
and how to start looking on a 
variety of job sites and other 

avenues. The network’s pro-
grams focus on subjects such 
as ageism, LinkedIn profile 
and searches, branding and 
marketing, interview prepara-
tion and practices, cover let-
ters, and much more. 

When speaking with El-
mendorf, we spoke about the 
lack of support older adults 
face while trying to find a 

job nowadays and how his 
network helps ease those 
concerns with guidance and 
programs. Members of the 
Senior Center visited with 
their resumes in hand and 
Elmendorf looked them over 
and talked to them about 
their future goals, with some 
wanting to find a job after re-
tirement, and others wanting 

a career change. 
Whether you are unem-

ployed, retired, or wanting to 
re-enter the workforce after a 
period of time, 50+ Job Seek-
ers MA Network may be of 
assistance. Visit 50plusjob-
seekers.org for more infor-
mation. 

50+ JOB from page 1

Whoopie Pie 
Waddle II 5k raises 
funds to support 
establishing 
Women’s Sober 
Home

LUDLOW—Compass 
Recovery’s second annual 
Whoopie Pie Waddle 5K 
Run/Walk, held in May at 
Forest Park in Springfield, 
was a resounding success - 
raising over $23,000 in sup-
port of the Michael J. Dias 
Foundation’s efforts to open 
a new sober-living home for 
women in Western Massa-
chusetts. 

This year’s race, orga-
nized in partnership with Jo-
ey’s Deli,  drew hundreds of 
participants from across the 
region, united by a shared 
commitment to recovery, 
wellness, and communi-
ty. Runners and walkers of 
all ages and abilities took 
to the park’s scenic course, 
followed by a festive finish 
line celebration complete 
with delicious whoopie pies 
generously donated by event 
sponsor Joey’s Deli. The 
event blended energy and 
purpose, helping raise vi-
tal funds while also raising 
awareness for the need for 
more recovery resources for 
women in the area. 

“$23,000! Together we 
are making a difference! 
Thank you to everyone who 
sponsored, donated, volun-
teered or laced up. We ap-
preciate you,” shared Joey’s 
Deli, a major sponsor of the 
event. 

All proceeds from the 
Whoopie Pie Waddle II 
were donated to the Michael 

J. Dias Foundation’s capi-
tal campaign for a women’s 
sober home. The nonprof-
it foundation currently has 
two sober homes and one 
transitional home in Spring-
field for men and is working 
to open its first sober-living 
home for women. These 
funds will help cover crit-
ical start-up costs such as 
securing housing, staffing, 
and providing essential day-
to-day support for residents. 
The home will offer a struc-
tured, safe, and supportive 
environment for women re-
building their lives in early 
recovery. 

“We’re incredibly grate-
ful for the turnout and 
generosity shown by our 
community,” said Dino Be-
dinelli, Chief Operating Of-
ficer at Compass Recovery. 
“Though Compass Recovery 
is not affiliated with the op-
eration of the sober home, 
we recognize how urgently 
resources like this are need-
ed. We’re proud to stand 
behind the Michael J. Dias 
Foundation and do our part 
to help make this home a re-
ality.” 

The event’s success was 
made possible by wide-
spread community involve-
ment, including corporate 
sponsors, local businesses, 
volunteer groups, and fam-
ilies. Sponsorship levels 
ranged from individual team 
entries to Platinum-lev-
el contributors who gave 
$5,000 or more. Every con-
tribution—large or small—
helped push the fundraiser 
beyond its goal, demonstrat-
ing how powerful collective 
action can be in addressing 

Compass Recovery’s 
raises over $23,000

Please see COMPASS, 
page 7
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Our Own 
Fresh Corn

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Our Own Radishes, Leaf Lettuce, Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, 

Beets, Cucumbers, Blueberries, Tomatoes, Peaches & Dill
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, 
Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products

Check Out Our NEW LOCAL VENDORS:
Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

• ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES • POTTED BASIL PLANTS ON SALE!
Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby

413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Open: Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

EBT  In Store

Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springfield, MA • Philadelphia, PA
413-733-5238 • 610-853-6655

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)
MA Auc. Lic. #161 • PA Auc. Lic. #AY000241L

Aaron Posnik
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS

Public AuctioN
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19TH Starting at 6:00 P.M.

TERMS OF SALE: $5,000.00 Deposit Certified Check, Bank Check Or Money Order Per Property.  
Made Payable To The Town Of Ludlow.
5% Buyers Premium Applies Per Property.  

Other Terms To Be Announced At Time Of Sale.

Visit our Website at WWW.POSNIK.COM for Brochure, Additional Terms and Sample Forms

                                Ludlow Senior Center
228 State Street   LUDLOW, MASSACHUSETTS

MUNICIPAL AUCTION
10 Town-Owned Properties

Town of Ludlow, Massachusetts
Registration Begins at 5:00 P.M. 

To be sold on the Premises of

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
32 ROOD STREET
61 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
68 FAIRVIEW STREET
VACANT INDUSTRIAL LOT
0 CENTER STREET
VACANT AGRICULTURAL LOTS
0 CENTER STREET
0 CENTER STREET
0 CENTER STREET
0 CENTER STREET
VACANT RES-A/AGRICULTURAL LOT  
0 FULLER STREET
VACANT RESIDENCE-A LOT
0 CHAPIN STREET

PARCEL ID
17-13050-71-0
11B-9950-37-1
1C-5500-87-0

12C-3550-172-1

39-3550-28-0
40-3550-87-0
33-3550-78A-1
33-3550-78B-0

10-5850-6-0

27-3650-68C-0

ASSESSED VALUE
$ 264,400
$ 242,000
$ 171,200

REMOVED FROM AUCTION

$ 19,500
$ 19,100
$ 119,200
$ 92,500

$ 84,400

$ 8,100

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

him I wanted to take the dirt 
path on the left. My 68-year-
old husband replied, “I came 
here to climb a rockslide, 
so I’m going to stay to the 
right.”

Now, at 60 years old, I 
fall somewhere in between 
the age at which brain cells 
become fully developed and 
the age at which they start to 
decline, so I was completely 
against taking the moss-cov-
ered route on the right. I 
suggested we compromise 
and stay on the middle sec-
tion, which is still part of the 
slide, but with far less moss, 
meaning far less chance of 
plunging to our death. How-
ever, Tom-who is usually the 
more rational one-was intent 
on taking the hardest route to 
the top. Unwilling to stray far 
from my safety net, I reluc-
tantly followed behind. 

Until, that is, my feet be-
gan slipping on the wet moss, 
at which point, I found a 
small crevice in the granite 
and slowly worked my way 

left until I was on the mid-
dle section. Tom, however, 
remained undeterred, and 
continued up the mountain a 
couple dozen feet to the right 
of me. 

Although I was relieved 
to be on dry rock, the middle 
part of the slope was no less 
steep. I managed to scram-
ble upward on all fours for 
about 25 feet, until the an-
gle of the slope became so 
perilously steep that it was 
impossible to continue up-
ward. I scanned the smooth 
granite to the left and right 
of me, looking for some-
thing, anything, to grab onto. 
I saw nothing. With my toes 
balancing on a mere half-
inch lip in the rock, I didn’t 
have enough momentum to 
hurl myself upwards. And 
there was no possibility of 
down-climbing. I clung to 
the rock, unable to move in 
any direction, paralyzed with 
fear. 

The sound of my racing 
heart assaulted my ears and 
my arms began shaking. My 
entire body became drenched 

in perspiration. Sweat 
dripped down my face, sting-
ing my eyes, but I dared not 
pull one hand away from the 
rock to wipe it away. All ra-
tional thought evaporated and 

panic surged within me with 
every ragged breath. 

Tom attempted to en-
courage me from his own 
precarious position. “There’s 
a slight projection on your 

left,” he said. “Trust your 
trail runners. You got this!”

It was fight or flight, and 
there was no way to flee. I 
extended my left hand as 
far as I could to feel for the 
slight protrusion Tom was 
referring to. Once my fingers 
found it, I took a deep breath, 
then used every ounce of 
strength I had in my quaking 
arms to haul myself up onto a 
slight depression in the rock 
above me. I grabbed onto the 
trunk of a nearby shrub and 
clung to it in a death-grip 
while waiting for my heart 
rate to settle back into a nor-
mal rhythm. 

Tom, in the meantime, 
was facing his own set of 
challenges just twenty feet 
to my right. He was unable 
to move upward himself due 
to how steep the slide had 
become. However, unlike 
me, he has no fear of steep, 
open rock slabs. He felt the 
rock below his hands until he 
found a small split and used 
the very tips of his fingers to 
work his way over to me. 

Thankfully, the trail soon 

turned from large, open 
slabs to loose boulders and 
gravel. No less physically 
challenging, but somewhat 
less mentally demanding. I 
find that taking a step up-
ward and feeling the moun-
tain slide down below my 
feet is far less terrifying than 
scrambling on all fours on a 
smooth slab of granite. 

When we finally reached 
the top of the slide, Tom and 
I heaved a sigh of relief. I 
was filled with jubilation, not 
only for having completed 
EVERY trail in the Sandwich 
Wilderness, but also for mak-
ing it up the single most ter-
rifying trail we had ever at-
tempted. I did not feel brave, 
rather, empowered. 

I had not overcome my 
fears, rather I had charged 
into them with shaking arms 
and quaking legs. In doing 
so, I learned that sometimes 
the fear does not go away, so 
you just need to do it afraid. 
And perhaps, just perhaps, 
that is where courage begins.

See you in the wild plac-
es, my friends!  

HIKE from page 4

(Photo Credit: SScheerportrait) 

Representatives from Compass Recovery, Joey’s Deli, and the Michael J. Dias Foundation joined 
together for a photo at the event in Forest Park. 

addiction and supporting re-
covery. 

“The need for sober-liv-
ing opportunities for wom-
en in our region is tremen-
dous,” said Isabel Martins, 
Vice-President of the Michael 
J. Dias Foundation Board. 
“We are so grateful to Com-
pass Recovery for hosting 
the Whoopie Pie Waddle II 
and to every single partici-
pant, sponsor, and donor who 
made this event such a suc-
cess. This support brings us 
significantly closer to open-
ing a home that will provide 
women in recovery with sta-
bility, dignity, and hope.” 

To learn more or donate to 
the Michael J. Dias Founda-
tion’s capital campaign for a 
women’s sober home, please 
visit, https://www.mdiasfoun-
dation.org/capital-campaign, 
or contact the Foundation di-
rectly at 413-304-0715.

About the Michael 
J. Dias Foundation 

The Michael J. Dias 
Foundation is here to offer 
support. Our dedicated vol-
unteers and staff are passion-
ate about transforming lives, 
assisting individuals and fam-
ilies, and fostering drug-free 
communities through addic-
tion recovery and housing 
support. We aim to educate 
and aid those grappling with 
substance use disorders, cel-
ebrating sobriety milestones 
and the power of positive re-
lationships. Our mission is 
to guide individuals toward 
independence and success on 
their recovery journey. Head-
quartered in Ludlow and lo-
cated in Springfield, MA, we 
extend our services across 
Western MA. As a nonprofit, 
we’re committed to providing 
affordable recovery options 
for those in need. Join us in 
supporting families and em-
powering those seeking hope 

and renewal through our ser-
vices. Together, we can make 

a significant impact, leading 
the way to a brighter, sober 

future. 

COMPASS from page 6 Notice of 
school 
records to 
be destroyed

LUDLOW - Tempo-
rary school records for 
members of the Ludlow 
High School Class of 
2018 will be destroyed on 
or about Dec. 31 unless 
claimed by individual for-
mer students, the district 
announced. 

The temporary record 
consists of all informa-
tion in the student record 
which is not contained in 
the transcript. 

Persons wishing to 
claim their temporary 
school records may re-
quest them in writing and 
sent to: LHS Counseling 
Department, 500 Chapin 
Street Ludlow, MA 01056. 

For more information, 
call 413-589- 9001, ext. 
2407.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

thank my primary family and 
my secondary family (LPD) 
enough. With all the support 
through the stressful nights 
and days, missed holidays 
and birthdays, it was for the 
greater good and excited to 
enter this next chapter of my 
life.”

Sgt. Dent followed, “I am 
incredibly grateful for this 
opportunity. It’s amazing to 
have this opportunity to have 
this position in the town I 
grew up in, it helped shape 
who I am. Thank you very 
much, I appreciate it.”

Speaking to both Knox 
and Dent, they both shared 
more about their personal 
experiences working up to 
each title, the challenges they 
faced, and what they are ex-
cited to accomplish in the 
next phase of both their ca-
reers.

“Today is more of a for-
mality, it’s a nice gathering 
as I mentioned before, with 
both families to get together 
and recognize us for our hard 
work and dedication over the 
years to get to this spot. To 
be sworn in and to show our 
commitment to the town and 
constitution, it’s nice because 
we don’t always get to have a 
family and friend gathering, 
it’s a more peaceful side of 
policing and what it actual-
ly is.” When asked what this 
new title means to him, Knox 
commented that it didn’t 
change much since the LPD 
is such a tight group and 
family to begin with. “Even 
though I am now a detective 
lieutenant, not much is going 
to change because we are so 
connected in many ways in 
the department. They know 
who I am and who I am ca-
pable of, we all work togeth-
er and now it’s just managing 
at a different level. It’s the 
same, it’s the title, but I am 
humble to be in this new po-
sition and further my career 
and get working with the 
guys.”

Knox shared that being 
detective lieutenant changes 
who he works with, explain-
ing that he went from the pa-
trol side to the detective side, 
which now he is working 
with only five people. “We 
are taking the investigations 
and really diving into them, 
the patrol side takes the ini-
tial part and if it’s something 
substantial, we are able to 
really dive into it and work 

with the DA office and other 
communities to really try to 
formulate a good case. It’s a 

different team but the same 
family.” 

Dent stated that he felt 

amazing being surrounded 
by family, friends, and his 
secondary family at the po-
lice department. “It’s a little 
bit different, you’re going to 
a more administrative role, 
from patrol to sergeant but I 
am ready for it. The number 
of people that I worked at the 
midnight shift and coached 
through the FTO (Field 
Training Officer) program, 
a lot of good work will get 
done. I am definitely excited 

for my new title and promo-
tion, it’s a big transition go-
ing to a different role. I am 
more an overseer and offer-
ing input rather than direct-
ly being involved in going 
to calls and patrolling. It’s 
a vital role to have and I am 
very humble and gracious 
for the opportunity and I get 
a chance to work with guys 
that I haven’t worked with. 
It’s great to be recognized 
but it doesn’t change any-

thing in what we do, we are 
the same people and have the 
same goal to accomplish. We 
are going to continue to fo-
cus on our community driven 
policing.”

Dent shared that he’s 
lived in town for his entire 
life, “I’ve been here 29 years 
and I am very intertwined 
with the community. I am 
very thankful for my family’s 
support, the community is a 
big component to what we do 
and being part of the town, 
we are a reflection of the 
town and what we do here 
every day. 

Knox and Dent both 
thanked their family, the 
community for their support, 
and are excited to continue to 
serve the town of Ludlow. 

PROMOTE from page 1

LPD onlookers with Sgt. Dent watching Det. Lt. Knox 
officially being promoted.

Det. Lt. Knox with family Angela, Wyatt, and Hazel. Sgt. Dent with family Henry, Brittany, Lori, and Ashley. 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Det. Lt. Knox with Chief 
Valadas and Assistant Town 

Clerk Chris Szlosek.

The ceremony had light refreshments, fruit, cheese and 
crackers, and a cake that congratulated the new Det. Lt. 
and Sgt on behalf of the LPD.

Sgt. Dent pictured signing his name officially promoting him 
from officer to sergeant. 

LUDLOW—First Church 
in Ludlow is excited to be 
hosting their first Vendor 
Craft Fair.  You will not want 
to miss this event on Satur-
day, August 16 from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.  The rain date will 
be August 17.   There will 
be a wide variety of vendors 
with very unique products 
to offer. Browse through 
the tents and tables to see 
wood crafts, jewelry, local 
published authors for both 

children and adults, mouth-
watering treats, natural and 
organic products, art work, 
Handmade articles for all 
ages, paper creations, the 
Dollar Tent, food trucks and 
much more.  

Added bonuses include 
a Chinese raffle with some 
fantastic prizes and a special 
door prize.  The Humming-
bird Fabric Shop and First 
Church Bookshop will be 
open for your browsing plea-

sure.
The Fair will be set up be-

hind the church at 859 Center 
Street, Ludlow, MA.  Ample 
parking, including handicap 
parking is available across 
the street with police guid-
ance to the fair spots.

For additional informa-
tion or questions, leave a 
message for Betsy at 413-
433-1542 and she will get 
back to you as soon as possi-
ble.

Vendor Craft Fair on Aug. 16

Apply Now for our waitlist! Quality,
Affordable Housing for All.

Elderly, Disabled and Family Housing!

Visit or Contact Us Todayl

128 Meetinghouse Road
Chicopee, MA 01013
Tel: (413) 592-6132

Website: httt://www.chicopeehousing.org
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Easthampton  |  Ludlow  |  Amherst  |  Northampton  |  Sturbridge  |  Bloomfield, CT

PHONE 413-527-0517      TEXT 413-216-4411      FAX 413-529-8027
legacycounsellors.com

You worked a lifetime. It’s time to protect 
what you have built for those you love.

Meet Our Team

At Legacy Counsellors, P.C., we believe in  
building relationships with families to effectively  

guide them through life transitions. 

Legacy Title & Escrow represents parties  
involved in residential or commercial  

real estate transactions.

Providing representation in:
Estate Planning and Estate Administration

Elder Law • Real Estate Transactions & Leasing
Business & Commercial Matters

Family Law & Custody Issues

Easthampton  |  Ludlow  |  Amherst  |  Northampton  |  Sturbridge  |  Bloomfield, CT

PHONE 413-527-0517      TEXT 413-216-4411      FAX 413-529-8027
legacycounsellors.com

You worked a lifetime. It’s time to protect 
what you have built for those you love.

Meet Our Team

At Legacy Counsellors, P.C., we believe in  
building relationships with families to effectively  

guide them through life transitions. 

Legacy Title & Escrow represents parties  
involved in residential or commercial  

real estate transactions.

Providing representation in:
Estate Planning and Estate Administration

Elder Law • Real Estate Transactions & Leasing
Business & Commercial Matters

Family Law & Custody Issues

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer 

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Last Tues-
day morning, Ludlow Coffee 
Co. opened its doors offi-
cially for business and was 
packed to the brim with close 
friends, family members, and 
townspeople excited for a 
new local coffee spot. Locat-
ed at 135 East St., Co-Found-
ers Kayla Gates and Steph 
DeFina with Managing Part-
ner Matthew Gates were 
thrilled with the amount of 
support from the town on the 
day of the ribbon cutting and 
were honored to see people 
enjoying the coffee drinks 
they’ve been working on per-
fecting. 

Sitting down with the 
married couple Kayla and 
Matthew Gates, they shared 
their friendship and business 
relationship with Steph DeFi-
na, the behind the scenes of 
opening a coffee business in 
town, and why they chose to 
come closer to home. 

Kayla and Matthew grad-
uated from Chicopee High 
School and went on to study 
in college in Boston, where 
Kayla went to Simmons Uni-
versity and Matthew attended 
the Art Institute, and even-
tually moved back closer to 
home that was surrounded by 
family and friends in Ludlow. 

“Living in Boston for so 
long, it was a bummer on a 
weekend driving 20 minutes 
for a coffee. That’s a big part 
of the culture here, it seems 
like everyone our age spends 
the weekends going to find 
new coffee shops and I kept 
telling Matt, ‘We need a 
spot!’,” said Kayla.

Matt was working as an 
operations manager for 8 
years and wasn’t happy with 
the long commute, so when 
Kayla seriously suggested 
the idea of opening a coffee 
business, it wasn’t a hard de-
cision to switch up his rou-
tine. 

Talking about Kayla, 
“You’ve always had crazy 
ideas and that’s why I love 
you so much. I was thinking 
about going back to school, 
becoming an electrician and 
working with my hands, but 
we’re at that age where ev-

ery one of our friends is also 
getting married or having 
kids and I didn’t want to miss 
all of that if I was stuck in a 
classroom. That was sort of 
like the deciding factor, if we 
can do it then let’s do it.”

Kayla shared that they 
wanted to be part of the com-
munity and use whatever 
they create and give back and 
feel good about what they’re 
doing. In hopes of being part 
of the community, Ludlow 
Coffee Co. strives to host 
community events, fundrais-
ers, and more in the future.

Speaking about their 
friendship and business rela-
tionship with DeFina, Kayla 
continued. “We all say all the 
time the reason this works is 
because we all have such dif-
ferent skill sets, DeFina does 
strategy at her job and that’s 
been a huge asset for us and 
she’s a lot better at written 
and verbal communication. I 
am doing the events side of 
things and the bookkeeping, 
Matt is here day to day doing 
the operations, and Steph is 
doing strategy, media, mar-
keting.” 

Co-Founder/Strategy and 
Communications of Ludlow 
Coffee Co. Steph DeFina 
spoke about the friendship 
between the Gates, the deci-
sion process of choosing the 
town for their location, and 
the atmosphere the company 
hopes to achieve with every 
visit. 

 “I’m very fortunate to 
have met Kayla as an under-
grad over 8 years ago. She 
was always passionate about 
community and serving oth-
ers, which makes her a great 
friend but also a phenomenal 

visionary and business part-
ner. I’ve technically known 
Matt the same number of 
years but have grown closer 
with him over the last sev-
eral years. His work ethic is 
unmatched and he’s always 
willing to go the extra mile 
for a friend or a stranger. 
We intentionally chose Lud-
low for our business because 
of the heart and character 
of the town and the people 
here. Our coffee beans are 

outrageously delicious and 
high quality, and I’m thrilled 
we can bring those flavors 
to Western Mass. Yes, we’re 
providing coffee and baked 
goods, but more importantly 
we’re providing a safe and 
comfortable space for friends 
and strangers to connect and 
get to know each other. That 
will always be our mission. 
My favorite coffee order 
must be our signature latte, 
Iced Smores Latte,” said De-

Fina. The Gates added and 
agreed that their favorite cof-
fee shop drink item is a cara-
mel latte.

Ludlow Coffee Co. is 
open daily Tuesday to Sun-
day, 6 a.m. to 4 p.m., closed 
Mondays. Learn more on 
Instagram at Ludlow Coffee 
Co. 

Ludlow Coffee Co. officially opens for business

Submitted photo

Steph DeFina, Kayla and Matthew Gates of Ludlow Coffee Co. 

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

Attendees gathering for the ribbon company outside on East St. 

The inside of the coffee shop was packed full of coffee lovers 
and enthusiasts interested in taking a sip of the newest coffee 
in town! 

Kayla Gates cutting the ribbon alongside Matthew Gates and 
Steph DeFina.

Parking is available 
in the back, alongside 
the fence facing the 
building, and available 
in the front for 
15-minute parking for a 
quick visit. 
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$198
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
8/7/25-8/13/258/7/25-8/13/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKENS TWIN PAK ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN GORTON’S

CRUNCHY BREADED
FRESH PORTIONS 3 LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN SUPERIOR ON MAIN

ECLAIRS CREAM FILLED
JUMBO PAK  30.75 OZ ....................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ............

$644
USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
LONDON BROIL ................................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

      

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$139
lb

lb

$888USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGNA ....
USDA INSP. 
MONTEREY JACK CHEESE 

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$299
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK .............

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .............

USDA INSP. STOREMADE ITALIAN MARINATED

USDA INSP. STOREMADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
BONELESS 
PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$299

$369

lb
$149

$235
lb

$188

1/2 CHICKEN ...........................

lb

BEEF SIRLOIN SPOON 
ROAST or STEAKS

$1179
lb

BEEF TENDERLOIN
CUTCUT
FREEFREE

CUT FREECUT FREE

$699
lb

lb

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “The kids 
that are here are doing it be-
cause they love doing it.” On 
a sunny afternoon on July 19, 
the Dick Barker School of 
Dance opened its doors at its 
newest location at 345 Holy-
oke St. where the building 
was newly renovated to offer 
more space for the growing 
dance family. 

Beginning the fun-filled 
day with a ribbon cutting, 
officially opening its doors 
and letting the dance fami-
lies take a look around at the 
building, Owner and Direc-
tor Jenna Alimberti of Dick 
Barker School of Dance ad-
dressed the crowd and shared 
her admiration to the ones 
who supported her in her re-
cent business endeavor. 

Beginning her dance ca-
reer at the age of four at Dick 
Barker School of Dance, 
Alimberti reminisced on 
her beginnings at the studio 
and why she continues to 
give back to the dance com-
munity who started it all for 
her. “I went to Dick Barker 
School of Dance because of 
my neighbor across the street 
who was older than me. My 
first year at the dance studio 
was Dick Barker’s last year. 
Then, my second year was 
Debbie’s first year teaching 
so I started at a transition 
period between the both of 
them. I danced moving my 
way up.”

Alimberti shared that she 
started assisting for Debbie 
when she was in eighth grade 
and was labeled as one of 
those people who never left 
the dance studio. Comment-
ing that most of the dancers 
would graduate and go to 
college, Alimberti decided to 
stay local and continued to 
dance at Barker’s. 

“There was a time peri-
od where I was kind of the 
old lady dancing with high 
school and college kids, try-
ing to blend in but then even-
tually, I started teaching a lot 

of classes for Deb as she was 
starting to wind down. I was 
t e a c h i n g 
at another 
place so 
I had the 
t e a c h i n g 
experience, 
I was also 
d i r e c t i n g 
at the All 
Americans 
Dance Pro-
gram when 
they first 
started, and 
so I even-
tually be-
came the 
a s s i s t a n t 
director of 
Barker’s. I 
taught all 
the class-
es and did 
administra-
tive stuff 
for Deb be-
ginning in 
2012 until 
I took over 
in 2018. I was the lead teach-
er and Deb was in her 30th 
year in 2018 when I took it 
over.”

Alimberti moved the 
dance studio to a more spa-
cious location and shared 

that she originally found 
the Holyoke St. property on 

Facebook. 
“I knew 
I wanted 
to stay in 
town and 
I drove by 
one day 
and sent it 
to my hus-
band as a 
joke! We 
walked in 
as a family 
and I knew 
i m m e d i -
ately that I 
had to have 
this loca-
tion. We 
got our of-
fer in Feb-
ruary and 
I kept it a 
big secret 
until the 
big reveal 
today.”

A l i m -
b e r t i 

shared that she also has a 
full-time job at Worcester 
Police Department where she 
works as a laboratory direc-
tor in the forensics unit, but 
said that she never left Dick 
Barker’s studio. “I was able 

to make it work!” said Alim-
berti.

Debbie, who goes by Ms. 
Deb at the dance studio, was 
thrilled for Jenna and the new 
location. Dick Barker opened 
the dance studio in 1959 
and shared that he retired in 
1988, “Debbie who was one 
of my assistants took over the 
studio and ran it for 30 years 
and as it turned out, Jenna 
who was one of her assistants 
took over, and now she’s on 

her way. I’ve been dancing 
since I was a little boy, my 
mother took me to dancing 
school and I started eventual-
ly working my way up to an 
assistant teacher level at that 
school. Then I left and start-
ed up the Dick Barker School 
of Dance. We’ve all tried to 
maintain a good family rela-
tionship for generations now, 
but when you start teaching 
their grandsons and grand-
daughters, you know you’ve 

been there too long! Being 
part of the community has al-
ways been so special, I have 
developed so many friend-
ships over the years. Jenna 
is an especially good dancer 
and I wish her all the success 
in the world.”

Dick Barker School of 
Dance offers jazz, ballet, hip 
hop, musical theater, zumba 
fitness, and plans to do more 
fitness programs in the fu-
ture. 

Dancers Hannah, Rhyan, Giana, Krysta, and Megan with Jenna Alimberti in front of the new 
storefront on Holyoke Street. 

Dick Barker School of Dance Dick Barker School of Dance 
reopens in new locationreopens in new location

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Owner and Director Jenna Alimberti, Dick Barker, and Debbie 
in front of the original ‘Dick Barker School of Dance’ sign.

The new location at 345 
Holyoke St. in Ludlow brings a 

new look to town.

Ariana Adrien, a 2025 
graduate of Ludlow High 
School, has been awarded a 
$3,000 William J. Wagner 
Memorial Scholarship from 
the Chicopee Savings Bank 
Charitable Foundation, an 
affiliate with Westfield Bank. 
Ariana is one of 12 highly 
deserving scholarship re-
cipients from 12 local high 
schools that were invited to 
participate in the Founda-
tion’s 19th annual scholar-
ship program. 

Ariana graduated with a 
4.22 GPA, upon completing 
a rigorous course load, and 
was accepted into UMA-
SS-Lowell’s Accelerated 
Law Degree Program to ob-
tain her Juris Doctor within 
six years. Ariana’s passion 

is deeply rooted in minority 
law, driven by her strong de-
sire to prevent elders, chil-
dren, homeless and others 
in need of legal representa-
tion from “falling through 
the system’s cracks.” As a 
committed steward of her 
community, Ariana dedicat-
ed countless hours to Best 
Buddies, the Community 
Survival Center, Lorraine’s 
Kitchen, the Miracle League 
Baseball Team and, most no-
tably, LHS Cares Club – a 
volunteer-based club dedi-
cated to providing aid to the 
community and bringing 
awareness on important top-
ics related to mental health, 
domestic violence, home-
lessness and addiction. As 
four-year President of LHS 
Cares, Ariana immersed her-
self in organizing and man-
aging endless campaigns 
related to these topics and 
would often go above and 
beyond to ensure every stu-
dent was positively impacted. 
Her dedication to LHS Cares 
led her to serving as the Stu-
dent Liaison on the Town of 
Ludlow’s Board of Health 
and co-authoring a mental 
health advocacy letter to leg-
islators on the importance of 
supporting mental health for 
K-12 students. Ariana’s en-
thusiasm and kindness has 
made a lasting impact on 
countless people within her 
community, her school and 
the elementary schools in her 
town. Ariana attributes learn-
ing patience and gratitude, 
love and kindness and under-

standing and encouragement 
from her experience as Pres-
ident of the LHS Cares Club. 
Ariana also participated in 
her school’s Black Student 
Union, Spanish Club, NHS, 
School Newspaper, Art Club, 
Student Council, and track 
teams.  As an employee, she 
held various positions at a 
local family entertainment 
center, a hardware store and 
as an art studio consultant for 
a large family campground. 
Ariana’s English teacher had 
this to say about her: “What 
stands out the most to me 
about Ariana is her passion 
and desire to make the world 
a better place. She is one of 
the most resilient students I 
have ever had, and this qual-
ity will serve her well not 
only in college but in life.”

The Chicopee Savings 
Bank Charitable Foundation 
was established in 2006, as 
a Private 501c3 foundation, 
through a gift of stock from 
Chicopee Bancorp, Inc., 
valued then at $5.5 million, 
upon the successful conver-
sion of Legacy Chicopee 
Savings Bank to a publicly 
traded company. Now, in its 
nineteenth year, the Founda-
tion has donated in excess of 
$6.3 million back into our lo-
cal communities. The Foun-
dation grants funding to qual-
ified 501(c)(3) organizations 
serving the communities of 
Chicopee, Ludlow, South 
Hadley, Ware, West Spring-
field and their immediate sur-
rounding communities.

Submitted photo

From l to r; Lily Lazeration-Wagner, Karen Lazeration-Wagner, Ariana Adrien, Abby Lazeration-
Wagner and Foundation president Guida Sajdak.  

Adrien awarded $3,000 William J. Wagner Memorial Scholarship Award

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—Playing in 
the PVSSL finals has be-
come an annual event for the 
Ludlow Ideal A boys’ soccer 
team.

Since 2010, Ludlow has 
posted an impressive 10-2 re-
cord in the A-Division finals. 
That mark includes a 1-0 
victory over Frontier in this 
year’s contest, which was 
played on a gorgeous sum-
mer evening, last Saturday at 
Luistano Stadium

“There is a new group 
of players every summer, 
but there is always a big tar-
get on their backs because 
we usually win the cham-
pionship title each year,” 
said Ludlow summer league 
coach Ian Premo. “There 
were 18 teams in the A-Divi-
sion this year and we’re the 
last ones standing.”

The twenty players list-
ed on the Ludlow summer 
league roster are Alex Coel-
ho, LJ Cruz, DJ Danso, 
Evan Dias, Nick Dion, Gabe 
DiRosa, Owen Goncalves, 
Andrew Hamilton, Spencer 
Huntley, Ethan Love, Ayden 
Manuel, Michael Mariani, 
Dan Pires, Samuel Pontes, 
Jayden Premo, Anthony 
Schuko, Luke Slatton, Dylan 
Southall, Ethan Steigmeyer, 
and Luke Stejna.

Twelve of those players 
were also members of last 
year’s squad that defeated 
top-seeded Pittsfield, 3-1, in 
the finals. 

“This is my third year 
playing for the summer 
league team and we won 
the championship title each 
year,” DiRosa said. “It just 
feels great winning it again 
this year, especially being a 
senior.”

The last time that Ludlow 
didn’t play in the PVSSL fi-

nals was in 2016. They lost 
to Pittsfield in the semifinals 
that year.

Ludlow, who posted an 

8-2-1 record during summer 
league regular season, en-
tered the playoffs as the third 
seed for the second consecu-

tive year. 
Because of a scheduling 

conflict with the turf field 
located behind Ludlow High 

School, Ludlow was forced 
to play their quarterfinal 
match at sixth-seeded En-
field. They celebrated a 2-0 
shutout win in that match. 

“It really doesn’t matter 
to us very much if we play 
at home or away,” Ian Premo 
said. “These kids just enjoy 
playing soccer and they love 
to compete. They’re looking 
forward to the fall season 
now.”

A couple of days lat-
er, Ludlow returned to their 
beautiful home field and 
pulled out a 3-2 win over 
seventh-seeded Pope Francis 
in a penalty shootout, which 
was played in a downpour.

Ludlow was expecting to 
face top-seeded Northamp-
ton, who went undefeat-
ed during the regular sea-
son, in the finals. However, 

fourth-seeded Frontier pulled 
off a 2-1 upset semifinal vic-
tory in overtime. 

A year ago, Frontier (7-4) 
defeated the second-seeded 
Chicopee Pacers, 3-1, in the 
B-Division finals. They made 
the move up to the A-Divi-
sion this year.  

Ludlow also defeated 
Frontier, 2-1, during the sum-
mer league regular season.

Following last Saturday’s 
championship match, Jayden 
Premo was selected as the 
M.V.P. award winner

“This is my second time 
winning the summer league 
title and it just feels awe-
some,” said Premo, who’ll 
be celebrating his 17th birth-
day on August 8. “We really 
wanted to win today’s game.” 

Lions take home 10th summer championship

Luke Slatton prepares to shoot.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.comThe 2025 A Division Champion Ludlow Lions.

Evan Dias goes after the loose ball. Nick Dion secures a save.

Please see LIONS, page 12

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

H O L Y O K E — T h e 
Tri-County Baseball League 
will be celebrating its 100th 
anniversary in 2029.

PeoplesBank, who has 
been the best team in the 
league during the past thirty 
years, swept St. Joseph’s in 
this year’s best of three cham-
pionship series.

“Feels great to win anoth-
er championship. It’s our goal 
every summer,” said Peoples-
Bank player/manager Joe 
Ferry. “We just enjoy playing 
baseball with each other. Our 
chemistry is a key to our suc-
cess. I can’t thank the players 
enough.”

Ferry, who started both 
games against St. Joe’s in left 
field, was aided by assistant 
coach Rey Rivera, who had 
three base hits and an RBI in 
game two.

PeoplesBank has captured 
the championship title in each 
of the past twelve seasons and 
a total of twenty times since 

1995.
PeoplesBank and St. Jo-

seph’s both finished the 2025 
regular season with ten victo-
ries.

“Our season was a success 
and great bonds were creat-
ed,” said St. Joe’s player/man-
ager Brian Hayes. “We had a 
team composed of mostly col-
lege players this year.”

PeoplesBank, who was the 
top-seeded team, advanced 
into the finals after sweeping 
fourth-seeded Teddy Bear 
Pools & Spas in the semifi-
nals.

Second-seeded St. Jo-
seph’s needed three games to 
eliminate third-seeded bank-
ESB in the semifinal round.

The Bankers scored sev-
en runs on seven base hits in 
the bottom of the first inning 
enroute to a 10-0 victory in 
game one of the champion-
ship series last Monday night. 
The contest ended after 4 1/2 
innings due to the ten run 
mercy rule.

It was also PeoplesBank 
last game of the season at 

Mackenzie Stadium in Holy-
oke.

“We just love playing 
games on this field,” said Fer-
ry following game one. “We 
played very well in tonight’s, 
but as Kobe Bryant, who was 
my favorite athlete growing 
up once said, ‘the jobs not fin-
ished’.” 

PeoplesBank finished the 
job twenty four hours lat-
er with a 10-7 win in an old 
fashion slugfest at St. Joe’s 
Field in Thorndike. 

The winning pitcher in 
game one was lefthander 
James Flahive, who’s

sidearmer. He allowed 
only two base hits and issued 

two walks in his final start of 
the 2025 campaign.

“Jimmy has been the best 
pitcher in the league during 
the past four or five years,” 
Ferry said. “I don’t ever recall 
him losing a game since he 
put on a Peoplesbank jersey.” 

St. Joe’s shortstop Devin 
Slattery, who was an out-
standing three-sport athlete 
at Ware High School, drew a 
walk with one-out in the top 

Rivalry renewed as PeoplesBank takes title over St. Joe’s

James Flahive delivers a pitch home in the championship series. Greg Vouros fields a grounder to second.

Nate Carrill makes 
an off-balance play.

Sam Allen swings for PeoplesBank.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Dave Clark gets the out at second.

Please see RIVALRY,
 page 13
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. Salt
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. State lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. Eighth month (abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex machina
 26. Satisfies
 28. Mountain in New 

Zealand
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. One of the founders of 

modern psychology 
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck in 

one
 45. Partner to feather
 47. Passive optical network
 48. French ballet dynasty
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. Yankee great Judge
 58. Dickens character
 59. Late beloved TNT 

sportscaster
 60. South Dakota
 61. Exposing human vice or 

folly to ridicule
 64. Gold
 65. Longtime Braves hurler 

Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl
 70. Hospital unit

CLUES DOWN
 1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace materials
  4. Containers
  5. Investment account
  6. Colorado Heisman Trophy 

winner
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury category 

(abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Not yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Muslim spiritual leader
 15. Showing sincere 

conviction
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line in 

a fraction
 24. Lawn pest
 26. Pouch
 27. Ancient language in India 

(abbr.)

 30. Start over
 32. Wild white flower
 35. Fourteen
 37. Visual way to interact 

with computer (abbr.)
 38. Side by side and facing 

the same way
 39. Religious conflicts
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of property
 47. One who supports the 

pope
 49. Malaise
 50. Body fluid
 52. Inauthentic person
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. Japanese city
 59. Silk garment
 62. Draw from
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Top government lawyer

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT

SITE PLAN
The Ludlow Planning Board 

will hold a public hearing in 
accordance with the Order of 
Remand issued by the Hamp-
den County Superior Court in 
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
August 14, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. on 
the application of JLL Real Es-
tate, LLC for the property locat-
ed at 590-596 (0) Center Street, 
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map 
16B, Parcels 116 & 116A) for 

the purpose of: redevelopment 
of site into a self-storage facili-
ty in an Agricultural Moderate 
Density Overlay District.

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Thursday, August 28, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix
Chairman

07/30, 08/06/2025

LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT

ESTATE LOT
The Ludlow Planning Board 

will hold a public hearing in 

Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
August 14, 2025, at 7:15 p.m. 
on the application of Mary & 
Andrew Nocrasz for the property 
located at 0 Lyon Street Ludlow, 
MA (Assessors’ Map 19, Parcel 
17) for: estate lot. 

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to Thursday, August 28, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
07/30, 08/06/2025

NOTICE OF 
PLANNING BOARD 

HEARING
Relative to

PROPOSED ZONING
BYLAW AMENDMENTS

Pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5
LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BYLAW

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Ludlow will hold a pub-
lic hearing to discuss proposed 
amendments to the town’s zon-
ing bylaws. The public hearing 
will be held as follows:

Place: Ludlow Town Hall, Se-
lect Board’s Conference Room, 
3rd floor

Date Thursday, August 14, 
2025

Time: 8:05 PM
Applicant: Planning Board
Location: 488 Chapin Street, 

Ludlow, MA
The subject matter of the pro-

posed amendment is as indicated 
below. The complete text and 
maps relative to the proposed 
amendments are available for in-
spection during regular business 
hours in the Planning Board Of-
fice and Town Clerk’s Office.

Proposed zoning revisions to 
include the following: Replace 
all references of “Board of Se-
lectmen” or “Selectmen” to “Se-
lect Board” throughout the en-
tirety of the Zoning Bylaw.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman 
07/30, 08/06/2025

LUDLOW 
PLANNING BOARD

LEGAL NOTICE
SPECIAL PERMIT

HOME OCCUPATION 
The Ludlow Planning Board 

will hold a public hearing in 
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
August 14, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
on the application of Ryan Dor-
cas of 350 West Street, Unit 26 
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map 
3, Parcel 86) for: hair braiding 
salon. 

If for any reason this hearing is 
cancelled, it will be rescheduled 
to August 28, 2025.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
07/30, 08/06/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1358EA
Estate of: 

Edward W Freeman 
Date of Death: 03/12/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A -Formal 

Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Kathryn 
Anne McGraw of Ludlow, MA 
requesting that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested in 
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Kathryn Anne McGraw of 
Ludlow, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 08/19/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 22, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

08/06/2025

NOTICE OF 
PLANNING BOARD 

HEARING
Relative to

PROPOSED ZONING 
BYLAW AMENDMENTS

Pursuant to G.L. c. 40A, § 5
LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BYLAW

The Planning Board of the 
Town of Ludlow will hold a pub-
lic hearing to discuss proposed 
amendments to the town’s zon-
ing bylaws. The public hearing 
will be held as follows:

Place: Ludlow Town Hall, Se-
lect Board’s Conference Room, 
3rd fl.

Date: Thursday, 
August 14, 2025
Time: 8:00 PM
Applicant: Planning Board
Location: 488 Chapin Street, 

Ludlow, MA
The subject matter of the pro-

posed amendment is as indicated 

below. The complete text and 
maps relative to the proposed 
amendments are available for in-
spection during regular business 
hours in the Planning Board Of-
fice and Town Clerk’s Office.

Proposed zoning revisions to 
include the following: SECTION 
III: GENERAL USE REGULA-
TIONS 3.0 GENERAL REGU-
LATIONS. SECTION 3.22 TA-
BLE 1 LUDLOW TABLE OF 
PRINCIPAL USES. Remove Ac-
cessory Apartment and replace 
with Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADU) allowed through Site 
Plan Approval from the Planning 
Board (SPA) in RA-1, RA, RB, 
A, AMD zoning districts. Add 
Accessory Dwelling Units over 
900 SQ FT, and Additional Ac-
cessory Dwelling Units allowed 
through Special Permit and Site 
Plan Approval from the Plan-
ning Board in RA-1, RA, RB, A, 
AMD zoning districts.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman 
07/30, 08/06/2025

NOTICE OF 
PLANNING BOARD 

HEARING
Relative to

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
TO SUBDIVISION RULES 

AND REGULATIONS
Pursuant to G.L. c. 41, §81Q

LEGAL NOTICE
 SUBDIVISION RULES AND 

REGULATIONS
The Planning Board of the 

Town of Ludlow will hold a pub-
lic hearing to discuss proposed 
amendments to the town’s sub-
division rules and regulations. 
The public hearing will be held 
as follows:

Place: Ludlow Town Hall, Se-
lect Board’s Conference Room, 
3rd floor

Date: Thursday, August 14, 
2025

Time: 8:10 PM
Applicant: Planning Board
Location: 488 Chapin Street, 

Ludlow, MA
The subject matter of the pro-

posed amendment is as indicated 
below. The complete text relative 
to the proposed amendments is 
available for inspection during 
regular business hours in the 
Planning Board Office and Town 
Clerk’s Office.

Proposed revisions to the Sub-
division Rules and Regulations 
include the following: Replacing 
all references of “Board of Se-
lectmen” or “Selectmen” to “Se-
lect Board”.

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman 
07/30, 08/06/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Friday at 3 p.m.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Ludlow goalie Nick Dion 
only had to make a couple of 
saves in recording his second 
shutout of the playoffs.

Ludlow also had a few 
shots during the first 35 min-
utes of the championship 
match.

In 16th minute, Cruz sent 
a short pass to Dias whose 
shot attempt from inside 
the box sailed high over the 
crossbar.

A couple of minutes lat-
er, a free kick taken by Dias 
was saved by Frontier goalie 
Owen Baab.

The contest was still 
scoreless at halftime.

A little more than ten 
minutes into the second half, 
Ludlow was given a penalty 
kick following a foul in the 
penalty box.

Jayden Premo stepped up 
to the spot and booted the 
ball into the right corner of 
the net giving his team a 1-0 
lead.

“I didn’t feel any pres-
sure before taking the penal-

ty shot,” Premo said. “After 
I scored the goal, it was a lot 
of fun celebrating with my 
teammates.”

Frontier, who received 
a total of four yellow cards, 
had a player receive a red 
card during the 59th minute. 
Frontier played with only 
ten players for the rest of the 
game.

If Frontier had been given 
a fifth yellow card from Joe 
Bielin or Jonathan Herman-
son, who are two of the best 
soccer officials in Western 
Massachusetts, it would’ve 
ended the match. 

None of the Ludlow play-
ers or coaches really wanted 
to win the championship title 
by a forfeit.

“The referees could’ve 
given them a fifth yellow 
card a couple of times, but 
our coaches told them that 
we wanted to play the whole 
game,” Jayden Premo said. 
“We just love playing the 
game so much.”

Even though Ludlow was 
holding a slim 1-0 lead, Ian 
Premo wasn’t very concerned 

about Enfield scoring a cou-
ple of late goals and winning 
the championship match.

“We always want to play 
the full 70 minutes,” Ian Pre-

mo said. “If they would’ve 
came back and won the 
game, it just wouldn’t have 
been our day.”

LIONS from page 11

Spencer Huntley clears the ball up the field.

FITCHBURG – Utiliz-
ing the turf fields at Game 
On Sports Complex, the 
Bay State Games for field 
hockey were held, featur-
ing teams from Western 
and Central Massachusetts, 
both of which have had 
great success in the sport in 
past Bay State Games com-
petitions. The games, which 
were held the weekend of 
July 11 to 13, started off 
with a strong 3-0 victory 
from Central over the Met-
ro/Northeast team.

Western Mass. got into 
the action right after, taking 
on a Central team that has 
just played a few hours ear-
lier. But Central was equal 
to the task and scored a 4-2 
win over West. 

West then had its second 
game of the day, facing off 
with the Coastal team, and 
rebounding with a 4-3 win.

On Saturday, July 12, 
West fell for a second time 
4-1 against the Southeast 
team while Central also 
suffered a loss, falling 5-2 
against Southeast.

Both teams would re-
bound with wins later in 
the day. Central beat Coast-
al 5-3 while West shut out 
Metro/Northeast with a 4-0 
decision. That put the West 
team in the bronze medal 
game on Sunday, July 13.

West would defeat 
Coastal in a rematch of 

Central takes silver, 
West bronze in field 
hockey games

Please see HOCKEY, 
page 13
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141 Porter Road
East Longmeadow MA

413-525-3532
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Porter Road Pet Care

www.porterroadpetcare.com

Save $5
on Daycare, 
Grooming 

or Boarding 
Services

Limit 1 coupon per pet.
Expires 8/31/25

• Day Care 
• Boarding                         
 Web Cams  
 Heated 
 Large 
 Indoor/Outdoor 
 Accommodations
 Playtime Available - 
 Fenced in 
 1/4 Acre Lot

• SPA Services 
   Available
 Bathing
 Haircuts
 Maincures

PET PAGEPET PAGE
PET OF THE MONTH

Meet Finian Meet Finian 
Weir O’RourkeWeir O’Rourke

He is 7 years old. He is a blue 
Tuxedo Teddy Roosevelt Terrier. 
He loves his Dunkin Donuts jelly 

Munchkins. He lives in Wilbraham 
with Suzanne Shaw.

ELDOTC
East Longmeadow Dog

Obedience Training Club
Classes held at 

546 Main Street, Hampden, MA
Classes held every Monday-Thursday evenings

We Teach You How to Train Your Dog!

Facebook.com/eastlongmeadowdogobedience

Obedience Training - 
Beginner to Utility

For Information or to Register
Call (413) 355-0553

eastlongmeadowdogobedience.com

Start Your 
Puppy or Rescue 
Off Right With 

Obedience Training 
at ELDOTC!

• “Saturday In the Park!”
 Every Saturday at Post Office Park, Wilbraham
 12 noon - Pack Walk
 1:30 p.m - Basic Obedience & Socialization
 All ages & breeds - $20 each - Attend 1 class or both!
• Wednesday Nights in Belchertown
 Obedience & Socialization Group Classes. Located on the 

common area in front of Christopher Heights & Belchertown 
Day School. All ages & breeds. 5:30 p.m. - $20 each

• Private training in your home
• Intro to your puppy or new rescue training 
• Basic obedience, life and manners training
• Behavior modification

Coming in September
• Basic obedience & socialization
• Fundamentals of Scent Training
• Behavior training for dogs who 

struggle in the real world
All at the Belchertown 

Recreational Deparment

413-246-0859 • AKC Certified

ATTENTION
READERS! 

Send in your pet picture for our 
“Pet of the Month” and receive a 

FREE weekend get-away or 
spa package for your pet 

courtesy of Porter Road Pet Care. 
Email your photos to: 

jwalker@turley.com. Please include 
your name and your pet’s name.

Wilbraham Animal Hospital
2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

413.596.8395
wilbrahamanimalhospital.com

East Springfield Veterinary Hospital
525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA
413.739.6389 • esvhospital.com
(Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291)

Open Evenings & Saturdays

WILBRAHAM
Animal Hospital

Andrew R. Hersman, DVM
Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 

William D. Anderson, DVM
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM

Denise Chiminiello, DVM
Leah Guidry, DVM

Madison Harris, DVM
Nicholas Schipper, DVM

Now Accepting
New Patients!

The Dog Days of Summer ... Bites

Ah, summer, the 
season of picnics, 
days at the beach 

and outdoor parties with 
friends. But summer is also 
the season of dog bites. 
Like humans, our dogs 
are potentially being put 
in more social-gathering 
situations where they don’t 
always feel comfortable. 
And like us dogs can be 
irritable in the heat and 
grumpy when another 
person gets in their space. 
Here are a few tips to avoid 
your dog snapping.

• Learn to read the 
signs: Indicators of a 
grumpy dog are pinned-
back ears, tight lips, a 
tucked tail, stiff body 
and heavy panting. These 
are usually good signals 
that your dog is pretty 
uncomfortable, and you 
should create some space 
for him. Pups should never 
be left alone on sidewalks 
without their humans 
because you can’t be there 
to look out for them if 
someone approaches them 
and they get uncomfortable.

• Provide plenty of 
exercise and socialization: 
The two biggest ways of 
fending off any behavior 
problems or aggression are 
exercise and socializing. 
Hit the dog park where he 
can be around other dogs 
and people running off 
leash, wrestling with other 
dogs, jumping, sprinting 
and chasing the ball.

• Avoid summer stress: 
Going to a beach party or 
a picnic and bringing your 
dog along? Make sure your 
pup gets a break from the 

action. The longer parties 
go on the more stressful it 
can be for him. 

• Heat is also a factor: 
Make sure you avoid 
walking or exercising 
your dog during the 
hottest part of the day 
and provide lots of cool 
fresh water. And never, 
ever leave your dog in 
the car, even if it’s just for 
a “few minutes” and you 
leave the windows cracked. 
Your car’s temperature can 
rise 20 degrees in just 10 
minutes!

of the first inning. After the 
next batter flied out to right, 
Slattery was thrown out try-
ing to steal second base by 
catcher Pete Hogan. 

Centerfielder Seth Al-
len hit a ground ball up the 
middle into centerfield for 
a single leading off the bot-
tom of the first inning against 
St. Joe’s righthander Jack 
Feltovic.

Then Hogan walked be-
fore second baseman Dave 
Clark launched a 3-run ho-
mer that landed beneath the 
giant scoreboard in left field.

Following back-to-back 
singles by first baseman Kyle 
Platner and right fielder Cam 
Rivest, DH Johnny Gegets-
kas delivered an RBI single 
to left giving the home team 
a 4-0 advantage.

Another run crossed the 

plate following a sacri-
fice fly to left by short-
stop Sam Allen.

After catching the 
ball, St. Joe’s left field-
er Jacob Petrin threw 
the ball to third base-
man Brandon Magni, 
who tagged out the 
runner who was try-
ing to advance to third 
base on the play.  

Shortstop Seth Al-
len, who’s Sam’s twin 
brother, capped off the 
opening frame by hit-
ting a two run double 
off the left field fence.

“We kept passing 
the bat and put a lot of 
pressure on them in the first 
inning,” Ferry said. “We had 
some hard hits and a couple 
of walks in that inning. We 
also batted around in the first 
inning of last year’s finals. 
I capped the inning off with 

a bases loaded triple in that 
game.” 

St. Joe’s DH Pat Fitzgib-
bons drew a walk leading off 
the second inning, but he was 
thrown out trying to steal by 
Hogan.

P e o p l e s B a n k 
scored three more 
runs in the third in-
ning. 

Clark, who was 
hit-by-a-pitch in 
the second inning, 
knocked home the 
first run of the frame 
with a double to left. 
Platner followed 
with a two-run dou-
ble to right.

Trailing, 10-0, 
St. Joe’s began the 
fourth inning with 
a line-drive single 
by Petrin, who was 
thrown out trying to 

steal second base. Slat-
tery also singled, but the next 
batter grounded into a 6-4-3 
inning ending double play.

St. Joe’s standard two 
runs on base in the top of the 
fifth, as PeoplesBank took a 
1-0 lead in the series.     

The Bankers jumped out 
a 7-0 lead in game two be-
fore St. Joe’s battled with 
five runs in the bottom of the 
fourth inning.

Center fielder Aaron Lit-
tle knocked home two runs 
with a double and right field-
er Colby Harrington contrib-
uted with an RBI single. The 
other two runs crossed the 
plate following errors.   

The Bankers, who were 
led offensively by third base-
man Cam MacDonald with 
two hits and two RBIs,

responded with three runs 
in the sixth inning giving the 
visitors a 10-5 advantage.

St. Joe’s scored two more 
runs in the bottom of the 
sixth inning.

Danny Gaines was the 
winning pitcher in game two, 
which capped off another 
memorable season for Peo-
plesBank. 

RIVALRY from page 11

their second game of the 
tournament, winning 3-2. 
Central made the gold med-
al game, but suffered a 2-0 
shutout against the Southeast 
team.

This year, representing 
Central Mass. in the games 
were Quabbin High School’s 
Makenzie Casey and Tanta-
squa’s Sophia Bochicchio.

Tantasqua’s Dessa De-
mears played for the West-
ern Mass. team, while Anna 
Taylor and Kendall Placzek 
represented Minnechaug Re-
gional. 

Agawam High School 
placed four players on the 
team. Alyssa DaSilva, Finno-
la Mahoney, Olivia Govoni, 
and Lily Charest represented 
the Brownies.

HOCKEY from page 12

Brandon Magni makes a play for St. Joe’s.
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FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL 
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery. 
413-267-3827.

TAG SALE
AUG. 8-9. NOS POTBELLY STOVE, 
1937, wood/coal, 52” ceiling fan, garage 
door opener, collectible Hess and Tonka 
trucks. Asking top dollar, will discuss prices. 
10am-4pm, 114 Hendrick St.,Chi-
copee.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior 

 Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

  MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE 
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call 
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-283-
7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A 
BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH 

RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours, 
good pay for hardworking person.Please 
come by and fill out application. Partners 
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street, 
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5 
hours each day. Duties include cleaning, 
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box 
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun, 
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays. 
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant, 485 
Springfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
 or call 413-284-0005.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

CHICOPEE: LARGE 3 BEDROOM 
APT., no pets. Includes heat/hot water. 1st/
last/security. $1850. 413-297-1513. 18 
Mount Carmel Ave.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Our 
Classifieds
Get Results!

Buying? Selling?
$$

RENTEDRENTED
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OBITUARY
DEATH 
NOTICE
Aguiar, Evio

Died June 15, 2025
Funeral Services 

were held in 
Telões, Portugal

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, 

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens ( 11-18 )
1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
 for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook  Check out our Parish App

Wed., August 6 – Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C), 
Holy Mother Choir - 5:15 p.m. (C) 

 Karen Audette Video Presentation – 9 a.m. (JR)
Thurs., August 7 – Daily Mass -7:30 a.m. (C) 

Fri., August 8 – Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m.(C) 
Sat., August 9 – Confessions – 2:30 p.m. (C), 

Saturday Mass – 4 p.m. (C) 
Sun., August 10 – Daily Masses at 7:30 a.m.,

 9:15 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.(C),
Mon., August 11 - Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. (C)
Tues., August 12 – Daily Mass - 7:30 a.m. (C), 

Summer Social Meeting – 6 pm (ER), 
Confirmation Prep make-up – 6 pm (JR)

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 

11 a.m. (English)
Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. 
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow

(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups 
meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Evio José Aguiar, 75, 
passed away unexpectedly 
on June 15, 2025, 
in Teloes, Portu-
gal. Born on April 
15, 1950, in Teloes, 
Vila Pouca de Agu-
iar, Portugal, he 
was the cherished 
son of the late José 
Antonio Aguiar and 
Lucinda De Jesus 
Aguiar.

In June 1969, Evio mar-
ried the love of his life, Lau-
ra, and together they shared 
56 wonderful years of mar-
riage. In 1980, they immi-
grated to Ludlow, Massa-
chusetts, where they built a 
beautiful life for their family. 
Evio worked for many years 
at Gomes Construction until 
his retirement.

He was very proud of his 
time served in the Portuguese 
Military in Mozambique, Af-
rica—an experience he often 
reflected on with honor and 
deep pride.

Following retirement, 
Evio and Laura frequently 
traveled back to Portugal, 
where they spent treasured 
time with family and friends. 
He had a deep love for gar-
dening, cultivating boun-
tiful crops and making his 
own wine, which he joyfully 
shared with neighbors and 
loved ones. Nothing made 
him happier than working in 
his garden and sharing the 
fruits of his labor.

Though Portugal became 
their home again, Evio and 
Laura returned to Ludlow 
each holiday season to be 
with their children, grand-
children, and extended fami-
ly.

While in Ludlow, Evio 
also enjoyed spending time 

with his close friends. One 
of his favorite pastimes was 

fishing, especially 
with his dear friend 
Jack. Their time 
together brought 
him great joy. He 
also enjoyed help-
ing his friend John 
in his auto shop, 
something he did 
often to pass the 
time and share in 

good company. The fami-
ly will always be grateful 
to Jack and John for their 
friendship, kindness, and pa-
tience.

Evio is survived by his 
devoted wife, Laura (Fer-
nandes); his loving daughter 
Lucy Saloio (Jim); and his 
cherished grandchildren Bre-
anna Wilcox (Jordan), Lau-
ren, and Michael. He also 
leaves behind his beloved 
son Joe (Lisa), and grand-
children Ava, Joseph, Jack, 
and Ava. In addition, he is re-
membered with love by many 
nieces, nephews, extended 
family members, and dear 
friends.

Evio also leaves behind 
his beloved dog, Fusco, who 
will miss him deeply. Fusco 
and Dad were truly two of a 
kind, and we often joked that 
Dad loved him more than he 
loved us.

Funeral services and buri-
al for Evio were held in his 
hometown of Telões, Portu-
gal. He was laid to rest in the 
town’s local cemetery.

The family would like to 
express their heartfelt thanks 
to all of our family and 
friends for the cards, flowers, 
food, mass donations, and 
your continued support here 
and in Portugal during this 
difficult time.

Evio José Aguiar, 75

and community that will 
lead to shared understand-
ing and beliefs around the 
mission of our schools.”

Taylor continued and ex-
plained that teachers would 
be involved with year-long 
professional development 
training that will hopefully 
lead to an increase in favor-
able outcome in Panorama 
data and student and staff 
surveys. One of the other 
goals the LHS has for the 
year is to strengthen the 
teams that are utilized in the 
building and analyze data 
that highlight students who 
may need further support, 
using the following data 
such as attendance, pan-
orama surveys, assessment, 
grades, testing (MAP, AP, 
SAT, common assessments).

Taylor continued with 
Baird Middle School’s 2025 
to 2026 improvement plan 
and reiterated that last year 
was his first full year at the 
school. “The first year was 
going to be kind of a tri-
age, everyone had kind of 
successfully restored sta-
bility and structure in the 
building. Now that we had a 
successful conclusion of the 
year and we feel that we can 
adequately support learning 
in the classroom. The goal 
of this year is to treat any 
areas of growth and really 
kind of focus and fine tune 
how we can be our best 
versions of ourselves at the 
middle school.”

Taylor continued say-
ing that they are going to 
continue to implement SEL 
learning in the classroom 
and the structure used in 
faculty meetings asks the 
educators how it can be 
used, then communicate 
that during the enrichment 
blocks and infuse it during 
the lessons. Monthly meet-
ings for educators grades 
six, seven, and eight will 
meet at class meetings that 
review house keeping in the 
building and have SEL les-
sons that the students have 
access to. 

“Just like the high 
school, we are going to 
strengthen our committees 
that meet very regularly on 
a weekly basis to identi-
fy students that are in need 
of support, identify areas 
where staff can help out in 
the building, and continue 
to foster that,” said Taylor. 

For objective two and 
three for BMS it follows 
the same theme of growth, 
instructional practices for 
two, “Educators routinely 
employ researched-based 
practices that are informed 
by student data to engage all 
students at their instruction-
al level.” For objective three 
of the standards-aligned 
curriculum, “Across all sub-
ject areas and grade levels, 
students are taught curricula 
that are fully aligned with 
state standards and demon-
strate horizontal and vertical 
coherence.”

Taylor explained fur-
ther, “We want to make sure 
good instruction is hap-
pening in the classroom, 
utilizing our DCAP accom-
modations through the prin-
cipals of UDL. That’s the 

kind of district-wide goal is 
we want to make sure that 
as an admin team, we are 
regularly getting into the 
classrooms, we’re making 
sure that good instruction 
and practices are being im-
plemented, and at the end 
of the day it boils down 
to good instruction in the 
classroom. It’s going to in-
crease student engagement, 
which will enhance student 
outcomes and decrease 
problem behavior in the 
classrooms and building.”

The ‘What I Need’ block 
is available for students to 
receive required services 
like English language learn-
ing services, special-ed ser-
vices (academic support), 
or tier-two support and ed-
ucation. Another art teacher 
was added to BMS to en-
sure that every student has 
access to an art class and 
this upcoming school year, 
every sixth grader will be 
able to take an art class, and 
seventh and eighth graders 
will have an option. 

Limoges followed and 
reviewed Harris Brook Ele-
mentary (on behalf of Prin-
cipal Reed) and East St. 
Elementary 2025 to 2026 
improvement plans and be-
gan by sharing, “I’m very 
excited to be the principal 
at East Street. I have been 
working with Mrs. Reed to 
make sure we have conti-
nuity amongst the elemen-
tary schools as far as time 
on learning and making 
sure that during the liter-
acy block, that we each 
have 125 minutes. Whether 
it’s broken up differently 
amongst early elementary 
and upper elementary, but 
at least we have that same 
block of time. We’ve been 
working very closely with 
each other on that.”

Limoges began with 
HBES and explained the 
action steps that said the 
school will continue to ad-
minister the Panorama sur-
vey twice a year to assess 
wellness, sense of safety 
and culture in the building 
and continue to develop 
and use protocols regard-
ing non-academic student 
data. Objective one of stu-
dent and staff wellness fo-
cuses on students and staff 
connection and fostering 
relationships for social, 
emotional, and physical 
wellness. Objective four 
of culture and engagement 
describes educators devel-
oping internal and external 
systems of collaboration 
and communication with 
each other, families, and the 
community. 

“We’ve also been look-
ing at PBIS (Positive Be-
havior Incentive System) 
for both of the elementary 
schools. So again, we can 
have that continuity be-
tween the two schools on 
how we’re dealing and ad-
dressing behavior. For ob-
jective two and three, (Ob-
jective two is instructional 
practices and objective three 
is standards-aligned cur-
riculum) they’ll be training 
throughout the year for the 
process for Data Wise, mak-
ing sure that the protocols, 
procedures, and agendas 

that we’re using to look at 
data is consistent through-
out the district, and that 
will also help increase our 
DIBELS scores which is 
our literacy. We’ll continue 
to study the principles of 
UDL, fully integrate social, 
emotional, behavioral, and 
academic learning and we’ll 
also implement the district 
literacy action plan. We’re 
altogether working on that 
now and help close those 
gaps on literacy,” said Li-
moges. 

Limoges continued on 
with East St. Elementary 
and beginning with the ac-
tion steps stating that staff 
will continue to be trained 
and supported in using Pan-
orama information, DCAP, 
MTSS and UDL principles 
with training throughout the 
year in the processes and 
procedures of Data Wise. 

“We’re looking to grow 
the growth mindset, and 
also look at an increased 
rating to feedback and 
coaching. I’m excited about 
digging into that when 
school fully opens. Then fi-
nally, the staff will review 
school teams processes and 
procedures for tiered sys-
tems including referrals, 
data tracking, and interven-
tion programs. And then 
implementing the district’s 
literacy action plan. With 
all these things in place, 
we hope to see a decrease 
in initial special ed evalua-
tions, to see an increase in 
student achievement on DI-
BELS on the access scores, 
and then the decrease and 
fill in those gaps for ELA 
and math achievement for 
our students,” Limoges ex-
plained. 

For clarification, tier one 
is the core programming 
that all students universal-
ly get, tier two is described 
as ‘double dousing’ for 
students who are not suc-
ceeding with the core pro-
gramming so they might 
have time with a specialist 
during or outside of class. 
The school committee were 
pleased with the attention 
and effort the surveys got 
and were happy they were 
actively used in creating the 
district improvement plans.

PLANS from page 1
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DL&G
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Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212
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