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Retired Police Chief celebrates  retirement 
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer 
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “Persever-
ance, integrity, and honor.” 
On Sept. 28, Retired Police 
Chief Daniel Valadas was 
honored with a retirement 
party at the Gremio Lusitano 
Club banquet hall and catered 
by Mill’s Tavern & Grille, 
with special dishes and des-
serts that signified Valadas’ 
Portuguese heritage. From 
close family and friends, 
Ludlow Police Department 

past to present employees, 
neighbors and town work-
ers, Valadas left a mark in 
the town he calls home and 
was able to visually see how 
much his work meant to ev-
eryone surrounding him and 
beyond. 

The banquet hall was full 
with people catching up with 
others introducing themselves 
for the first time and sharing 
how they knew Valadas and 
the family. Whilst Valadas 
was hugging everyone who 
walked through the door and 
sparking in great conversation 

over past and present bonds, 
25-year-old State Govern-
ment Worker Daniel Valadas 
II who graduated from Lud-
low High School and is a 
Penn State Alum, shared how 
it felt to see his dad officially 
retire and have the opportu-
nity to celebrate his accom-
plishments with everyone at 
the party. 

“It certainly has been a 
long time coming, he also 
lived in Indian Orchard for 10 
years before moving to Lud-
low, and he’s been in Lud-
low ever since. He spent his 

whole life here and has really 
built his career here. He plans 
on staying in the town after 
retirement so I think that’s 
the totality of it, dad’s really 
served a community in the 
town for his whole life. He’s 
really given everything, many 
hours of hard road details, 
patrol, arrests, not only in the 
chief’s work but the adminis-
trative work and everything. 
It’s nice to see this appre-
ciation for him, obviously 

Turley photos by Amanda Munson

Donning his favorite hat, Retired Police Chief Daniel Valadas is seen surrounded by the Ludlow Police Department with many 
thrilled to be by his side again. 

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com
 
LUDLOW – Faith Com-

munity Chapel located on 
East St. celebrated 100 years 
of service on Oct. 5, a con-
gregation that’s gathered 
to worship, serve, and to 
share the love of Christ in 
the community and beyond. 
Celebrating the century-long 
church, the FCC will be hon-
oring the faith, community, 
and service as they move into 
an even greater future with 
exciting possibilities. 

Highlighting the anniver-
sary with a banquet at the 

Ludlow Country Club, the 
day will include fellowship 
and time to share stories of 
how God worked through 
FCC over the years. 

Speaking with Pastor and 
Adjunct Pastoral Ministry In-
structor Lisa Morrison who 
recently celebrated four years 
at FCC as the pastor on Sept. 
28, Morrison explained that 
the church wanted the cele-
bration to coincide with the 
church’s inception. 

The FCC began in 
Springfield and moved a cou-
ple of times over the years, 

Faith Community Chapel 
celebrates 100 years

Submitted photo

Faith Community Chapel celebrates 100 years on Oct. 5.

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – During the 
last week of September, Au-
thor and Spiritual Writer 
Jacqueline Engel presented 
at the Hubbard Memorial 
Library to detail the expe-
riences and insights of her 
spiritual gift, discussing 
the significance of channel-
ing messages from depart-
ed souls received through 
clairaudience. Speaking to 
Engel and learning about her 
spiritual gift, Engel shared 
that she began her career in 
the medical field and was in-
volved for 30 years and then 
earned her BA in counseling 
psychology, explaining her 
growing interest in holistic 
health. 

“I always had this nag-

ging sense that there was 
something more on a spir-
itual level and for about 30 
years or more, I’ve been do-
ing spiritual writing of var-
ious kinds. But in the last 
20 years, it expanded and 
increased, becoming what I 
call spiritual obedientship. 
It’s not something that I 
seek, I am not a medium or 
take appointments, I don’t 
do readings; it’s spontaneous 
and on an as-needed basis. If 
something needs to be said, I 
hear the message, document 
it, and forward it to whoev-
er is supposed to receive the 
message. That is usually re-
layed in the message that I 
kept, someone who wants 
information given to their 
loved ones or friend. I’ve 
been doing that for a very 
long time,” said Engel.

In the past when En-

gel shared messages, peo-
ple have commented on the 
accuracy of describing the 
personality and character of 
the loved one. “I thought it 
was interesting since I didn’t 
know the person and I only 
knew their family or acquain-
tance; whatever information 
I get is not something I am 
seeking, it’s something that’s 
coming to me. There’s a dif-
ference between someone 
who does readings and my-
self who doesn’t do readings, 
but the information comes 
through a different source. 
I consider it to be a spiritual 
assignment since the mes-
sages I get provide comfort 
and understanding, helping 
people to close the gap in 
their grieving process. I’m 
not calling up spirits, they’re 

Spiritual writer, author shares insight 
and experiences at Hubbard Memorial

Ludlow High ‘Checks In’ to their mental health by hosting fair
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – “It’s amaz-
ing to see everyone in the 
area!” On Sept. 29, the Lud-
low High School hosted a 
mental health fair that had 
every student check in to 
their mental health, high-
lighting the importance of 
doing it as a regular habit 
and continuing to normalize 
it within younger genera-
tions. Set up in the gymna-
sium, LHS staff assisted and 
directed high school stu-
dents to their assigned tables 
and monitored them, and 
watched them teach their 
fellow classmates about the 
variety of topics revolving 
around mental health aware-
ness. Occurring during the 
student’s math block, the 
school ensured every student 
checked in with themselves.

With topics such as ‘we 

were made to thrive’, ‘move 
it, move it, boost’, to ‘it 
takes a village’, the tables 
had LHS students learn and 
educate others on their re-
spective tables, like the LHS 
cheer team set up to show 
the importance of physical 
movement can help alleviate 
common stressors in high 
school. 

Speaking with Assis-
tant Principal Kate How-
ard-Bender of LHS, How-
ard-Bender shared the 
mental health fair last Tues. 
was from the Jordan Porco 
Foundation who’s mission 
to prevent suicide, promote 
mental health, and create a 
message for young adults. 

“We actually had a cou-
ple of our staff members 
that went to a Fresh Check 
Day at Holyoke Community 
College to see how it went 
and what it looked like. To-
day, we are having the same 
event but ‘Check In’ that’s 

geared for high school stu-
dents. I thought the idea 
was great and I thought this 
would be great to do in Lud-

low, so I spoke with Social 
Worker Ron Hokanson and 
he said that was fantastic. 
We got people interested in 

doing a mental health fair 
and Hokanson connected 
us with Ludlow Cares, who 
said they were all in and 

funded the programming 
and the swag. Two of our 
staff members, ETL Lisa 
Roy and Toni Hines, thought 
it was so fun and we ended 
up buying the packet from 
the foundation that gave us 
the outline; it was a real-
ly nice plug in play,” said 
Howard-Bender.

When asked what booth 
was the most meaningful if 
she was a high school stu-
dent walking around the fair, 
Howard-Bender added the 
one that had students an-
swer the prompt, ‘I am this, 
but I am not this’. “Differ-
ent folks have different as-
sumptions based on looks, 
characteristics, ethnicity, et 
cetera. And we are so much 
more, we are so much more 
multifaceted than just out 
outside. I think I would have 

Ludlow Clocktower Classic 5K race 
will take place  on Oct. 25

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer

amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Interest-
ed in running with fellow 
townspeople and neighbors? 
The Red Bridge Run Club 
will soon host the Ludlow 
Clocktower Classic 5K 
on Oct. 25 at 11 a.m. with 
Race Directors Ryan and 
Teresa Czepiel-Devine. Be-
ginning right near the iconic 
clocktower in town, the race 
will introduce beginner to 
advanced runners to local 
businesses and restaurants 
that may have been hidden 
from the beaten path. 

Speaking with the race 
directors further, Ryan and 
Teresa shared how the club 
began, their personal con-
nections within the town of 

Ludlow and how runners 
can join at any level to the 
run club. Beginning with 
introductions, “We’re Ryan 
Devine and Teresa Cze-
piel-Devine, and we’re the 
race directors for the inau-
gural Ludlow Clocktower 
Classic 5K. The race will 
be starting right from Sole 
Syndicate Brewing, former-
ly Iron Duke Brewing. We 
started the Red Bridge Run-

ning Club (RBRC) in 2017 
to build a running commu-
nity right here in our home-
town. We run a four mile 
loop every Thurs. at 6 p.m. 
We welcome runners of all 
levels. We want to support 
each other’s running goals 
and build friendships over a 
post-run beer or two. While 

Submitted photo

Get your racing sneakers and water bottle, the Ludlow 
Clocktower Classic 5K bolts on Oct. 25 at 11 a.m., a new way 
to experience the town and all that it offers.

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

The LHS Cheer Team promoted healthy habits like moving your body can help with a clear mind; 
Amanda Miller, Myleigh Rubin, Liana Chaves, Giani Perez, Catarina Mazza, Ava Friese, Madalyn 
Marques, with Adelei Bernard.  

Please see MENTAL 
HEALTH, Page 7

Please see 100 YEARS, 
Page 10

Please see RETIREMENT, 
Page 3

Please see AUTHOR, Page 8
Please see ROAD RACE, 

Page 10
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LUDLOW

WITH OUR

Fall Into
Savings

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

ONLY $99
INCLUDES:

Professional Cleaning
Complete X-Rays

Thorough Oral Exam

Limited-time offer ends 10/30CALL (413) 553-1044

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Cell: 413-222-6841
Insurance Not Accepted

Exam & Six Treatments $285

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

 

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior CenterWelcome to the Ludlow Senior Center
 Fall is in the air, and just like the 

leaves, our calendar is full of color and va-
riety! Gather with friends in the Center’s 
beautiful dining room and enjoy a deli-
cious lunch complete with coffee, tea, and 
dessert. To join us, just call 413-583-3564 
a day in advance to reserve your spot (Call 
Friday for Monday lunch).

Don’t miss out on what’s happening. 
Pick up our monthly Newsletter at the 
Center or share your email with us to have 
it delivered straight to your inbox. You 
can also explore programs, find important 
forms, and learn more about what a Se-
nior Center has to offer at ludlow.ma.us/
coa/. And for the latest news and photos, 
be sure to “like” the Ludlow Senior Center 
on Facebook!

As the days grow cooler and the sea-
son turns cozy, we look forward to sharing 
warm meals, great programs, and good 
company with you at the Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, October 9
8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
10:30 a.m. Friends of the Ludlow Se-

nior Center mtg
10:30 a.m. Senator Oliveira Office 

Hour
12:45 p.m.  Mahjong
1 p.m. Learn to Paint*
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga 

Friday, October 10
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki by Appt.*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Checks
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Guidance by Li
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*

Monday, October 13
Center Closed for Columbus Day

Tuesday, October 14
9 a.m. Quilting
9 a.m. Line Dancing
10 a.m. Cribbage
10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks
1 p.m. Western Dance Class
1:30 p.m. Bingo
2:30 p.m. Computer Help 

4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise Class
4:30 p.m. Souper Supper
5 p.m. Movie: Greyhound (2020)
5:45 p.m. Guidance by Li Grief Sup-

port*

Wednesday, October 15
8 a.m. Garden Club
8:45 a.m. Zumba Gold
9 a.m. Ceramics
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
12 p.m. Lunch & Learn*
1 p.m. Movie: Thursday Murder Club
1 p.m. Dominos
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
4:30 p.m. Council on Aging Meeting

Thursday, October 16
8:45 a.m. Foot Care by Appointment*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:15 a.m. Mindful Meditation*
12:45 p.m.  Mahjong
2 p.m. Writers’ Block
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga 
*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot 

Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot 
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 7 a.m. 
and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, October 9: Baked Cod/Scal-

loped Pot/Veggies
Friday, October 10: Vegetarian Chili/

Cornbread
Monday, October 13: Center Closed 

for Columbus Day
Tuesday, October 14: Pork & Apple 

Stew/Biscuit
Wednesday, October 15: Lunch & 

Learn! Sweet & Sour Chicken/Rice/ Asian 
Veggies

Thursday, October 16: Birthday 
Lunch! Salisbury Steak/Au Gratin Pot/
Vegetable

Friday, October 17: Stuffed Sausage/
Onions/Peppers/Mushrooms/Pasta Salad

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by call-
ing a day ahead. Call on Friday to reserve 
lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Senior 
Center to inquire about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.

Trailer Trash benefit concert 
raises $20K for CHD’s 

LUDLOW—Harper Car-
penter, an 8-year-old junior 
player on the Springfield 
Thunderbirds Sled Hockey 
Team, has developed not only 
skills on the ice, but also con-
fidence and resilience off of it. 
Despite being diagnosed with 
cerebral palsy, a neurologi-
cal disorder that affects her 
movement and muscle coor-
dination, she has never let this 
challenge dampen her spirit.

In fact, there she was in 
her wheelchair, in front of 
the stage at a September 19 
benefit concert for the sled 
hockey program at the Lud-
low Elks, high-fiving Trailer 
Trash’s lead vocalist Joe Fazio 
and dancing with Boomer, the 
Thunderbirds’ mascot (pic-
tured).

Because of the generosi-
ty of Trailer Trash and many 
other businesses and individ-
uals, the Thunderbirds sled 
hockey teams, administered 
by the Center for Human 
Development’s All In: Bar-
rier-Free Recreation pro-
gram, have been able to truly 
thrive, attracting local partic-
ipants like Harper as well as 
players from throughout the 
Northeast. “From starting off 
with 10 players in 2016 to 40 
players this year, the program 
has grown exponentially, 
and Trailer Trash has great-
ly helped us in reaching our 
goals since they began per-
forming benefit concerts for 
us in 2019,” said All In Pro-
gram Manager Jess Levine.

All In brings a wide range 
of activities to people of all 
ages and abilities, including 
those with disabilities. The 
team is named for the Spring-
field Thunderbirds AHL hock-
ey franchise, which has a de-
cade-long partnership with 
CHD.

Sled hockey is similar to 
“stand up” hockey, except 
that participants sit on a sled 
that has skate blades and a 
runner in front, and use two 
shortened hockey sticks with 
a blade on one end and a 
pick on the other end, which 
enable them to propel them-
selves across the ice.

The sport has been an in-
credible outlet for Harper, 
who is able to stay active and 
develop essential life skills, 

such as teamwork, that will 
serve her well into adulthood. 
If you come to a Thunderbirds 
sled hockey game, you can’t 
miss Harper—she is the one 
with the pink helmet, pink 
glasses, and big smile.

“Harper Carpenter has 
been a true spotlight in our 
program,” said Levine. “Her 
positivity and her take-charge 
attitude make her a perfect ad-
dition to our team. When you 
look at Harper, you don’t see 
a chair or any limitations, you 
see a girl living her life and 
having a blast. You see a danc-
ing queen and a sled hockey 
player all in one.”

Wearing her pink glitter 
sneakers, she certainly was 
having fun at last month’s 
Trailer Trash benefit con-
cert, which raised more than 
$20,000 for All In—the most 
they’ve ever raised for this 
event. All In’s relationship 
with Trailer Trash began when 
the family of one of its sled 
hockey players, Eddie Gag-
non, got to know Trailer Trash 
guitarist Bob Stanek. The con-
nection was made, and the rest 
is history.

For Stanek, playing in 
benefit concerts for the sled 
hockey team has been a labor 
of love. “The guys In Trailer 
Trash are so impressed with 
the great things that CHD 
does and stands for,” he said. 
“It’s truly an honor for us to 
be able to give a few hours of 
our time to support sled hock-
ey team members that other-
wise would not have the abil-
ity to participate.” Last year, 

his band received CHD’s Key 
Award, which recognizes an 
individual, family, or commu-
nity partner that has made a 
life-changing gift to CHD or 
one of its affiliated programs.

The benefit concerts en-
able All In to purchase sleds, 
sticks and gear open up its 
sled hockey program to more 
individuals with different abil-
ity levels. “Within the sport of 
sled hockey, each individual 
is different and needs specific 
modifications,” said Levine. 
“For instance, a double am-
putee player would need a 
shorter sled with a cover so 
they can play properly. As an 
adaptive program, these spe-
cialized purchases are neces-
sary for safety reasons and to 
make sure each player is com-
fortable on the ice.”

It’s not just the purchase 
of equipment and ice time 
that Trailer Trash has given to 
these adaptive athletes—it’s 
their voice that they use that 
has an even bigger impact, 
according to All In Outreach 
Coordinator Ryan Kincade 
and captain of the Sled Hock-
ey Thunderbirds travel team. 
“Over the years, the band has 
built a very large following 
in the community,” he said. 
“When they add our All In 
program to their calendar and 
market the event, they are also 
raising awareness for adap-
tive athletes, and showing the 
community that programs like 
All In make transformative 
difference for those with dis-
abilities.”

Submitted photo

Join our community
LUDLOW—Are you 

searching? Are you search-
ing for a loving community? 
Then please come to the First 
Church in Ludlow, United 
Church of Christ, 859 Cen-
ter Street, Ludlow, Mass on 
Thursday, October 23rd from 
5 pm to 7 pm. 

The First Church in Lud-
low is having an Open House 
on that date with an opportu-
nity to visit the church, to see 
what it offers and to offer up 
fellowship. 

Offered that evening, will 

be tours of the church, along 
with a history of the congre-
gation, there will also be re-
freshments to enjoy and fel-
lowship to be had. 

The Church’s Humming-
bird Shop and Bookstore will 
also be open. 

Everyone is welcome. For 
whoever you are, and where 
you are on life’s journey, you 
are welcome with us. For 
more information, feel free to 
contact the minister, Rever-
end Darcy Borden by email at 
revdarcyborden@gmail.com. 

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM
OPEN COLUMBUS DAY 7AM TO 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH 
FOR FALL FUN!

Beautiful
HARDY MUMS 
In Fabulous Fall Colors

Randall’s Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest

  October 25th & 26th

October 18th & 19th
$3,000 In Cash Prizes

Randall’s Best Ever Scarecrow Contest

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop
We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

TWO ENTRY CLASSES ~ 
YOUTH UP TO AGE 12YOUTH UP TO AGE 12
ADULTS 12 & OLDERADULTS 12 & OLDER

FIVE WINNING CATEGORIESFIVE WINNING CATEGORIES
Best Overall, Most Creative, Best Overall, Most Creative, 

Scariest, Most Traditional, FunniestScariest, Most Traditional, Funniest
Twenty Different Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches!Twenty Different Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches!

Bring Your Entry To The Greenhouse By End Of Day Bring Your Entry To The Greenhouse By End Of Day 
SATURDAY OCTOBER 18THSATURDAY OCTOBER 18TH

We Provide All The Materials
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Outside In The Garden Center
Saturdays, Sundays & Columbus Day
            11AM – 4PM

SCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOPSCARECROW MAKING WORKSHOP
     Make Your Own      Make Your Own 
Life-Size ScarecrowLife-Size Scarecrow

OCTOBER FALL FUN WORKSHOPS

Elsie’s CreameryElsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice CreamThe Best Homemade Ice Cream

LAST WEEKEND!
October 10th, 11th, 12th & 13th

FALL FLAVORSFALL FLAVORS
LOCAL MAC & 

CORTLAND APPLES
     5 lb Tote Bags $5.99

Pumpkins, Pumpkins,
Specialty Pumpkins! 

Witches, Ghosts, Spiders & Scarecrows!

GOURDS, 
STRAW BALES, 
CORN STALKS

APPLE CIDER DONUTS 
FRESH SWEET CIDER
Fresh Baked Pumpkin Pies, 

Pumpkin Muffins & Pumpkin Beer!

 

Madhukar R Medipally, DMD
534 Center Street

Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 583-2070 T  (413) 583-6027 F

FAMILY DENTAL
PRACTICE
Accepting New Patients

Including Commonwealth Care Alliance
Mass Health (Under 21)

 And Nearly All Dental Insurance Plans.
info@drmedipally.com

Now Accepting New Patients
WHY WHY 
GO TO GO TO 
URGENT URGENT 
CARE?CARE?
Don’t Forget To 
Get Your Flu Shot 
This Fall!

2207 Boston Road, Wilbraham  • 35 Turkey Hill Road, Suite 205, Belchertown
(413) 599-1201 • Fax: (413) 596-2940 • www.pamcares.com

2 Convenient 
Locations! Most Insurances Accepted

Gary Nielan, M.D.
Kimberly Joyal Martins, M.D.
Amy Kasper, M.D.
Kimberly Dewey, M.D.
Priya Malik, M.D.
Thirza Lareau, M.D.
Melissa Maciborski, M.D.

Julia Komatsu, M.D.
Shatabdi Pinky, M.D.
Solmaz Masoudi, P.A.
Rachel McKenna, N.P.
Nicole Santos, LMHC
Rachel Kluk, LMHC

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS, 
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

his department loves him, he 
would really go to war and 
die for his department and 
his police officers and every-
one there. That’s the reason 
we are here is to celebrate 
that, because he’s done such 
an amazing job as chief and 
I think he’s going out on the 
highest note with 35 years,” 
said Valadas II.

19-year-old Westfield 
State Sophomore, Peer Men-
tor, and Dance Team Member 
Julia Valadas shared how her 
favorite part about her dad’s 
retirement is going out and 
getting food together. “It’s a 
time to bond and he’ll drive 
me around and show me plac-
es that he grew up in. It’s nice 
to see from his perspective 
and just to connect with him,” 
said Julia.

27-year-old Westfield 
State Alum and Sturbridge 
Public Safety Dispatcher Is-
abella Valadas said it’s been 
nice going home from her 
own public safety position 
and relying on her dad’s expe-
rience.

“I specially studied crimi-
nal justice and now I am able 
to ask him different ques-
tions about this field that I’m 
emerging into. He is semi-re-
tired, he still does different 
things with the LPD as a spe-
cial police officer but 
it’s definitely nice 
to see that kind of 
palpable blanket 
of stress going 
away,” said Isa-
bella.

23-year-old 
University of 
Rhode Island 
Alum and Heart 
and Vascular 
Surgery Regis-
tered Nurse Amelia 
Valadas said it was 
a big transition for 
her dad going into 
retirement, saying that he was 
overwhelmed with how much 
he could do. “Now it’s an ar-
ray of things that are more 
calm to him, things that calm 
his mind like he loves his 
yard work. He’s always out-
side and he just seems more 
at peace and calm. Even as 
kids, my parents worked on 
opposite shifts and I do al-
ways remember him only 
coming home for dinner and 
after school, then he would go 
off again to work and come 
home at night we would be 
sleeping. We are really happy 
to have him home,” exclaimed 
Amelia.

Provisional Ludlow Police 
Chief Michael Brennan stat-
ed how this party was a great 
way to commemorate Vala-
das’ retirement, “It’s great for 
those who didn’t get a chance 
to and it’s also a great chance 
to reflect, and being retired 
for over a month, it’s fully hit 
him. It’s fantastic, he’s got a 
great turnout here and again, 
a great event to get everyone 
together to see each other. 
The stress of being chief, the 
stress of it week after week 
and the grind of all that, now 
to be fully out of that and roll-
ing on in this new chapter in 
his life, I am happy for him. I 
worked directly for him as the 
admin lieutenant on the days 
so every day, I would see him 
and try to get out in front of 
things so that he’s not having 
to deal with every single is-
sue. I know what he expects 
from just working so close-
ly with him, so in that way, 
it definitely prepared me for 
what I’m doing now.  

In attendance was Retired 
Police Chief Pablo Madera, 
past retirees, chiefs from the 
surrounding areas, and many 
others who connected with 
Valadas over good food and 
memories. 

Amelia shared that the 
preparation for the party was 
put on by the Special Police, 
who handled the DJ and the 
banquet hall, and Mill’s Tav-
ern & Grille handled the food, 
so the main thing Wife Susan 
Valadas and the Valadas’ kids 
handled was putting up the 
decorations. “I’m really hap-
py with the way that it’s all 
turned out for him, he gets 
to see a bunch of people that 
he loves and see all of his 
friends, he’s the best. To see 
my dad interact with every-
one is very overwhelming, the 

joy that I feel seeing him with 
everybody and seeing how 
much support he really does 
have even after leaving a high 
position. All of my neighbors 
came, my old friends came 
too, so it is really nice to see 
everyone supporting him,” 
commented Amelia.

Valadas during his speech 
that overlooked the crowd 
of his supporters, he brought 
up his family onto the stage, 
shouted out the people who 
made this day possible, and 
acknowledged his parents 
and mother-in-law. “My par-
ents taught me that family 
and hard work was big, if you 
wanted to make it, you had 
to work. Put your head down 
and do the work, that’s what 
life is about and that’s what 
we taught our kids. I always 
felt that no matter how bad of 
a day it was, there’s ups and 
downs in police work and I’ve 
left that police department an-
gry, but you turn around and 
acknowledge that this is how 
I make a living. The town 
of Ludlow is what pays the 
bills and puts food on the ta-
ble and I have to do whatev-
er I can to be there for when 
I am supposed to. You can’t 
ever take that for granted, my 
staff at the police department 
are fantastic. It’s not always 

good to leave when 
it’s good, it definite-

ly feels like it was the right 
time, you reach a point where 
you want to do something 
else and at a different pace. I 
want to thank the chiefs that 
are here and my fellow col-
leagues. It has been alleviat-
ing these past eight weeks, I 
thank God for that. It’s a great 
profession and honorable 
profession, there are so many 
great people that work as po-
lice officers that are there for 
everybody and are the unsung 
heroes in my opinion. Perse-
verance, integrity, and honor; 
those are my characteristics 
to be successful in this line 
of work. Bottom of my heart, 
thank you for being here,” 
ended Valadas. 

When each Valadas kid 
was asked about how it was 
to see their dad relax and be 
at home, Valadas II began 
sharing that he’s seen his dad 
do a lot more things around 
the house and the yard. Julia 
commented how relaxing it 

was to feel the sense of relief 
around the house, “He can 
finally relax, take a breath, 
and focus inward on what 
he wants to do. He’s living it 
up with his new tractor and 
is finally experiencing a life 
where he gets to feel safe and 
secure,” said Julia. Isabella 
explained that when she was 
a kid, she remembered see-
ing her dad only at dinners 
or intermittently because he 
was working. “It’s really nice 
to have him there all the time 
and to see him when I come 
home from work, it’s just nice 
to see him sitting in his chair 
in front of the TV and relax-
ing after a day. We’ve had 
more bonfires in the back-
yard!” added Isabella. Amelia 
shared, “When I am home, 
it’s nice to see him more and 
it’s just the little things we get 
to do, like make dinner alto-
gether or go out to dinner. We 
have more opportunities to go 
out during the day,” said Ame-
lia.

RETIREMENT from Page 1

Daughter Amelia, Wife Susan, Daughter Isabella, Son 
Daniel Valadas II, and Daughter Julia accompanying 
Retired Police Chief Daniel Valadas.  

Turley photos by Amanda Munson 

In the entrance of the hall, the Valadas family displayed Chief Daniel Valadas’ numerous 
accomplishments over the years, along with several newspaper clippings. 

Before the guests could take a bite, 
the cake read ‘Happy Retirement 

Chief Daniel Valadas!’ accompanied 
with two police badges. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

OPINION

Sue, who gardens in 
Gilbertville called the 
Garden Lady with a 

question about Stinging Net-
tle.  Apparently, 
she has it 
g r o w -
ing in 
n u -
m e r-
o u s 
places 
on her 
f o u r -
acre prop-
erty and wants to eradicate 
it.  

“Roberta, are you fa-
miliar with this plant?” All 
I could say, was “Ah, yes,” 
and then I began the story.

Not too long ago I was 
grabbing weeds by the 
handful, stuffing them into a 
bucket. Suddenly, out of the 
corner of my eye I saw the 
familiar saw-tooth shaped 
leaf and distinctive hairy 
stems within my clutch-
es. As soon as my brain 
registered what I had just 
plucked, my hand started to 
sting…burn, really.  

Yup, I was fooled again 
by stinging nettle. Ice helps 
a little, but usually the burn 
has to run its course.

Once you have identi-
fied stinging nettle, it won’t 
be hard to miss. Urtica di-
oica and other members of 
the Urticaceae family have 
in common one particular 
trait: hairs on the undersides 
of their leaves as well as on 
their stems.  

It is the hairs, that when 
brushed upon or grabbed, 
release formic acid into 
the skin causing a stinging, 
burning and a just plain 
painful reaction. Anoth-
er giveaway to the plant’s 
identity is its elongated, 
heart-shaped, saw-tooth-
edged leaves that form op-
posite one another and then 
alternate back and forth up 
the stem.  

From July through Octo-
ber, the plant sports greenish 
white flowers, upright at the 
top of the plant, but droop-
ing from the leaf axils. If 
these three characteristics 
don’t make it unique enough 
to spot, look for height and 
girth! Nettles can grow 
as tall as five feet, maybe 
more, and make large colo-
nies easily, thanks to a tan-
gled web of underground 
runners that sprout new 
stems every few inches.  

Once it has gotten a foot-
hold it can be difficult to 
eradicate – think mint but 
on a larger, pickier scale! 
Expect to find it growing in 
rich soil along the forest’s 
edge, in moist woodlands 
and even flood plains. 

If you shuddered at my 
suggestion of eradicating 
stinging nettles, chances are 
you are aware of some of 
its reported health benefits. 
Some herbalists even go as 
far as to plant it on purpose!  

I’ll admit I even bought 
some dried leaves once to 
use along with other herbs 
in a spring tonic rich in vi-
tamins and minerals. Al-
though it grows wild all 

over my property I was 
afraid to harvest it!  Since 
then, I have learned that 
once cooked or dried, the 

sting disappears. 
Nettles have 

been used 
to treat 
all kinds 

of ail-
ments 

o v e r 
the years. 

U r t i c a t i o n 
was a com-

mon, albeit curious, practice 
in ancient times. It involved 
slapping inflicted body parts 
with bunches of stinging 
nettles to impart a cure of a 
particular ailment.  

Slapping below a man’s 
navel was thought to im-
prove his virility. If a para-
lyzed limb was slapped it 
was hoped feeling would be 
renewed.  

There are other bizarre 
accounts of the applica-
tion of this herb. I read one 
case of crushed leaves being 
packed into the nose to stop 
a nosebleed. Ouch! Or used 
in juice form to make hair 
grow.  Grow? Maybe, but 
stand on end a definite!  

All kidding aside, there 
are other benefits of nettles 
that go beyond folklore. 
Studies are being conducted 
for its use in treating pros-
tate problems, asthma, aller-
gies and arthritis.   

Whether or not nettles 
are part of your apothe-
cary chest, be sure to han-
dle them with kid gloves!  
Although the stinging and 
burning sensation may last 
for only a few minutes, 
it very well could last for 
hours!  

That brings me back to 
Sue’s question. There are 
multiple ways to try and 
eradicate the plant.  You can 
suit up and hand pull or get 
the mower out and mow the 
area as you would the lawn. 
Repeated mowings during 
active growth will eventual-
ly kill it.  

You can also take a soil 
test and make the neces-
sary recommendations to 
improve the soil to a point 
that the grasses in your field 
will thrive and choke out 
the stinging nettle. Small ar-
eas can be covered in black 
plastic –again, you would 
do this when the plant is in 
active growth. Usually a 
month or more is necessary 
for this route to be success-
ful.  

Spot spraying with weed 
killers in another option but 
one that I only use as a very 
last resort. Good luck!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachu-
setts. For 33 years she has 
held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Stur-
bridge Village. She enjoys 
growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Garden-
ing Question” in the subject 
line.  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words 
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous 
opinions will be published. We require 
letter writers to include his or her town of 
residence and home telephone number. 
We must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to be libelous 
or contain unsubstantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation of  character 
and offensive language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need to cite 
credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  institutions, 

municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic 
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send The Register  your hometown news 
and photos. News items and press releases 
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turley.com as an attachment AND pasted 
directly into the email message screen. 

Please send photo captions identifying all 
subjects in your image(s) from left to right. 
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what subjects are doing in the photo. Email 
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at 
highest resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to 
send in news  about upcoming fundraising 
or other calendar events at least three 
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with  a press 
release or need help, please call  (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post, 
mail to: The Register, 24  Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.
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The Register welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election 
campaigns by writing letters to the editor 
for publication on these pages. Letters 
of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or 
discussing campaign issues should be 
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
theregister@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification 
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters 
must be received by noon Monday to be 
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If the 
volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a 
representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. 

For more information, call the editor 
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the 

newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney 
and Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events 
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393 
about paid advertising in The Register.

ELECTION 
LETTERS POLICY

The Garden Lady answers a unique 
question on a unique plant

When will my disability become my regular Social Security?
Dear Rusty: 
I hope you can answer this 

question.
I’m currently receiving So-

cial Security Disability bene-
fits, and I will be turning 65 in 
February 2026. I’m confused 
as to how Social Security Dis-
ability transitions to regular 
Social Security, and when. I 
assume it’s age 65, but maybe 
it’s my retirement date? 

Also, does the amount 
remain the same or will it 
change? I’m not working. I’ve 
been on SSDI for about 15 
years. Thank you. 

Signed: Disabled Senior 

Dear Disabled Senior: 
If you are collecting Social 

Security Disability Insurance 
benefits, those SSDI benefits 
w i l l 
a u t o -
m a t i -
c a l l y 
convert 
to be-
c o m e 
y o u r 
regular Social Security retire-
ment benefit when you reach 
your SS Full Retirement Age, 
which, in your case, is age 
67. For information, FRA 
today is somewhere between 
age 66 and 67, depending on 
your year of birth, and the 
full retirement age for every-
one born in 1960 or later is 
age 67. 

The change from SSDI to 
your regular Social Security 

benefit 
will be 
t r a n s -
parent 
to you 
b e -
c a u s e 
y o u r 

monthly benefit amount will 
remain the same. SSDI ben-
efits were originally awarded 
to you based upon your full 
retirement age entitlement 
when you applied for SSDI, 
even though you hadn’t yet 
reached your FRA when 
you went on SSDI. Thus, 
the monthly benefit amount 
will not change because it is 

based on your lifetime earn-
ings record, from before you 
became disabled. 

FYI, although age 65 was 
once Social Security’s “re-
tirement age,” full retirement 
age for Social Security today 
is based on the year you were 
born. So, your SSDI benefit 
will automatically switch to 
become your regular Social 
Security retirement benefit as 
soon as you reach age 67. Es-
sentially, the only thing that 
will change is the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund from which 
your benefits will be paid. 

The Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation and its 
staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Se-

curity Administration or any 
other governmental entity. 
This article is intended for in-
formation purposes and does 
not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security As-
sociation  

To submit a question, vis-
it amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell 
Gloor is a Social Security ad-
visor for AMAC.  

On Sept. 30, I saw two 
red-bellied woodpeck-
ers fly from one tree 

to another. 
Since I do not feed the 

birds suet or seeds until win-
ter due to bears, I had not 
noticed them before. The 
red-bellied woodpecker has a 
black and white barred back 
and a pale belly. Males have 
a red crown and nape and the 
females have just a red nape, 
but no crown.

These woodpeckers cling 
to tree bark and use their stiff 
tail feathers for support while 
they probe into the bark for 
insects. White is visible on 
their wings in flight. They are 
about nine inches long, the 
same size as the hairy wood-
pecker. 

Like other woodpeck-
ers, they have an undulating 
flight. They pick at the bark 
rather than drill into it like 
many other woodpeckers. 
They inhabit woodlands and 
forests from old stands of oak 
and hickory to young hard-
woods and pines. They also 
appear at backyard feeders 
especially for suet. 

They nest in a cavity ex-
cavated in dead wood. Males 
may begin cavity excavation 
with the female selecting one 
of the holes and completing 
it. The female lays two to six 
eggs. There most common 
call is a shrill rolling “kwirr” 
or “churr” given by both sex-
es. They also make a “cha 
cha cha” sound.

Helping birds
Another way to help birds 

is to plant native trees, shrubs 
and plants in ones yard. 
Many provide a food source 
and others become a nest-
ing site or shelter. Leaving 
a section of yard not mowed 
and letting it “run wild” also 
attracts birds, but provides 
food, nesting sites and shel-

ter. Putting 
out bird feeders and water 
sources also bring birds to 
one’s yard, but they also at-
tract black bears and other 
unwanted visitors.

Blue jays
I heard blue jays squawk-

ing away on Sept. 30. I 
looked toward the noise and 
saw four blue jays flitting 
about among the trees. They 
were near a winter feed-
ing spot. In winter, I put out 
shelled peanuts, which is a 
favorite of blue jays and tuft-
ed titmice to name a few. The 
first year I fed peanuts, I put 
out unshelled peanuts. They 
make a mess with the peanut 
husks, but I enjoyed watch-
ing them fly off with a whole 
peanut and opening it to get 
the peanuts inside.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield birder, who 

emails regularly said, “In 
the yard most summer vis-
itors have headed south but 
catbirds are still around and 
a couple of male towhees 
were seen last week. Also a 
male and female common 
yellowthroat visited the bird 
bath.” 

He said, “I filled the hum-
mingbird feeders last week 
but haven’t seen a humming-
bird in several days and the 
feeders haven’t been used 
much because they are still 
almost full.”

He reported he had to take 
down my feeders because 
bear were visiting during the 
day. He had planted a couple 
dozen sunflowers in the yard 
and last week he cut the seed 
heads off and hung them in 
the garage to dry. He attached 
a few of the seed heads to the 
poles where he hangs his bird 
feeders. A pair of cardinals, at 
least three titmice and a black 
capped chickadee came for 

the seeds.
Trip to Norwottuck

Rail Trail
The Brimfield resident 

in his email of Sept. 30 said, 
“Last Saturday a friend and 
I spent a couple of hours 
walking on the Norwottuck 
Rail Trail, Station Road in 
Amherst. It was a beautiful 
day to be out and about. We 
didn’t see song birds but a 
few ducks, a couple of great 
blue herons, three green her-
ons (good looks at one quite 
close) and one horned grebe. 
A pair of beaver were out en-
joying the nice day and we 
got good looks at them. A 
few people walking the trail 
had never seen beavers be-
fore and were quite excited 
and asked lots of questions. 
Do they eat fish?”

Warren ponds
The Brimfield resident 

frequently visits ponds in 
Warren. He saw a bald eagle 
one day and yesterday (Sept. 
29) in addition to three great 
blue herons I saw a northern 
harrier and two male turkeys.

Trail camera
The Brimfield resident 

said in his email, “The trail 
camera near the bird bath 
captured a visit by a bear one 
night. Three days later a bear 
visited again and chewed 
open a pumpkin and ate the 
seeds and then went to one of 
the poles with sunflower seed 
heads and knocked the pole 
down. It didn’t bother another 
pole with seed heads.”

People may report a bird 
sighting or bird related ex-
perience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Ga-
zette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

in my

By Ellenor Downer

Red-bellied 
woodpecker

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by
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More control 
over the energy 

you use.
Smart meters are coming.

Learn more at  Eversource.com/Smart-meters.

At Eversource, we’re building smarter systems and giving you better 
tools so you have more control over how you use energy, and when.

Your control. Your peace of mind. Your energy. 
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TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 • TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com

 2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA

Kitchen Hours:
SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm

Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm
THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open LateFACEBOOK INSTAGRAM

THURSDAY
Prime Rib Night

served with potato, veg

WEDNESDAY
Pasta Night featuring ALL 
NEW Bread Bowl Pastas

Back by Popular Demand: 
Sunday Brunch 9am-Noon

Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse
Fresh Made Cider Donuts On the Weekends!
Our Own Apples, Corn, Tomatoes, Radishes, 
Large Cabbages & Cauliflowers, Leaf Lettuce, 
Pickles, Scallions, Squashes, Beans, Beets, 

Winter Squashes & Cucumbers
Local Vendors: Gourmet Oils, Fresh Baked Goods, 

Kettle Corn, French Meat Pies, Turkey Pies, Gibble Potato Chips, 
Belchertown Maple Syrup, Ice Cream Products, 

Healthy Dough by Jessica, Wickedly Wild Gourmet Sauces, 
New Wine Jellies, Beef from Cote’s Longhorn Cattle & More!

• ORNAMENTAL FALL GRASSES • LARGE PUMPKINS & FALL DECOR!

Route 202, 309 East State St., Granby
413-467-3794
www.dickinsonsfarm.com

Family Owned 
& Operated 

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm
Sun. 8am-6pm

Most Major 
Credit Cards Accepted

Sorry No Checks
Gift Certificates Available

EBT  In Store

Mums Mums 
Are Are 

Here!Here!

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

75 Post Office Park
Wilbraham

413-675-7570
www.mypoportho.com

Available evenings and Saturdays.
Scan today to book a consult!

Dr. Ana Serrenho
100% locally owned and operated

Do you ever think 
of the person in a 
blue uniform, the one 
behind that badge and 
wonder about them 
as a person, their life 
beyond their job?  
I’d like to introduce 
you to one of the 
city of Springfield’s 
wonderful Police 
Officers, Tequila Taylor-Ev-
ans.  Though the uniform and 
badge may be intimidating to 
some, she is far from that and 
instead a kind, genuine person 
in law enforcement for all the 
right reasons; she wants to 
help. She has a great sense of 
humor which with her name 
she’d have to have and jokes 
saying she certainly knows 
what her father’s favorite spir-
it was.

After beginning her career 
in 2015 as a 911 Dispatch-
er for the Springfield Police 
Department, she decided 
to join the Police Acade-
my where she graduated in 
2024. She went on the work 
patrol, Neighborhood Stabi-
lization and then continued 
on to become an Ordinance 
Officer where she’s worked 
for the past two months. As 
an Ordinance Officer she pa-
trols neighborhoods making 
sure the quality of life for the 
community is good.  She of-
fers help and tries to educate 
the residents about services 
available, really trying to help 
them resolve their problems. 

I saw Tequila daily along 
with many of the Ordinance 
Officers as I was doing some 
volunteer work and enjoyed 
numerous conversations with 
them.  At the time I was also 
involved helping with a MJK 
Foundation fundraiser and 
because of her bubbly per-
sonality asked if she’d like 
to help us on event night and 
she agreed.  She was a perfect 
addition to the night doing a 
short stint of bartending then 
doing a little of everything 
from picking up dirty plates 
to being a tremendous help 
with the raffles. Just one of 
the ways she has done Ran-

dom Acts of Kindness within 
the community.

Tequila has allowed me 
share some of her child-
hood background and why 
she feels it’s so important to 
give back to the communi-
ty.   She is one of four sib-
lings and when she was just 
five, they were all placed in 
foster care.  Her brother in 
group homes and her 2 sisters 
in different homes than her.  
She feels very lucky having 
been placed in a home with a 
good woman from the age of 
5 to13.  When she was thir-
teen her Foster Mother moved 
to FL, but Tequila didn’t want 
to move.  Her best friend who 
she felt more like a sister than 
a friend lived next door, they 
were inseparable.  So, her 
friend’s parents became her 
new Foster Parents where she 
lived until becoming an adult 
and living on her own.  She 
considers them her parents 
and still sees them and her 
best friend all the time. Her 
biological parents have since 
passed. 

When there are requests 
to remove children from their 
homes, Tequila has gone on 
some of the calls and because 
of her own experience feels 
she can help and comfort the 
little ones during this critical 
situation.

She’s the proud mom of 
two boys and a daughter.  She 
laughed saying her house is 
the neighborhood house to 
hang out at and so often, in-
stead of feeding her three 
kids, she finds herself feeding 
a whole bunch of the neigh-
borhood friends. She’s glad 
that pizza is one of their fa-
vorites!

Her five-year-old daugh-
ter is learning quite young 
about giving back from here 

mom’s examples.  
Tequila explained 
how one night she’d 
bought Chinese 
food and didn’t 
expect the other 
kids to show up so 
had only bought a 
small quantity.  She 
showed me a picture 
where her daughter 

had made up 5 little bowls of 
food for her friends, not a lot 
in each bowl, but enough so 
everyone had something.  Her 
daughter is already learning 
about Random Acts of Kind-
ness and will also be a great 
addition to our society like 
mom.

With the help of her sis-
ter and others, she’s able to 
go back to school where she 
is studying Criminal Justice 
with the hopes of becoming 
a lawyer.  She said she feels 
she has good skills regarding 
looking at all sides to find 
solutions and loves doing re-
search. 

She loves traveling and I 
was quite surprised to hear 
she loves being a solo trav-
eler.  She’s gone to Jamica 
alone and said she had a great 
time and in a few weeks is 
planning a trip to Chicago.  
Tequila said she’s kind of a 
risk-taker and enjoyed the ex-
perience of skydiving. She’s 
also nibbled on dried crickets! 
Yep, definitely braver than 
myself on many levels.   

Tequila was such a joy to 
chat with and I’m so glad to 
be able to share with you the 
real person in the uniform 
and behind the badge.  She’s 
a true treasure who is there to 
help us all. Thank you!

If you’d like to share a 
Random Act of Kindness sto-
ry or if this one has touched 
you, please contact me at 
bdt514@aol.com or 413-
575-9385.  Who knows, you 
might see your story, ‘Just 
‘Cause’ you witnessed, you 
did or maybe received some-
thing nice being done for 
you.  

See you soon with another 
Random Act of Kindness! ~  

By Barb Turcotte

A hilarous “Divine” comedy show 
coming to Wilbraham Senior Center

WILBRAHAM—Time 
to sit back,  relax and join 
us for a fun filled comedy 
fundraiser hosted by the 
Friends of Wilbraham Se-
niors. Get set to enjoy the 
hilarious “MisGivings” 
a divine comedy of belly 
laughs, blessings and bingo. 

Join Father Patrick Aloy-
sius Misgivings for this 
divine presentation of sto-
ries and one-liners about 
growing up Catholic. From 
miracles and marriage coun-

seling to bazaars and birth 
control, nothing escapes the 
good Father’s razor sharp 
Irish wit! 

The show will be held at 
the Wilbraham Senior Cen-
ter, 250 Springfield Street, 
on Friday November 7. 
Doors open 6:30 pm. Tickets 
are $18 and may be picked 
up at the Senior Center. 

For those who cannot go 
the Senior Center for tick-
ets, you may order them by 
sending in a check made 

payable to Friends of Wil-
braham Seniors and mail to 
Wilbraham Senior Center, 
250 Springfield Street, Wil-
braham, MA 01095. 

Please write your phone 
number on your check and 
note it’s for MisGivings 
Show. Your ticket(s) will be 
available at the door when 
you arrive. All open seating. 
No reservations. Limited 
seating.  Any questions, call 
Matt Villamaino 413-896-
2206.

Evangel Assembly hosts Open Door 
Open Mic Night on Nov. 8

WILBRAHAM—Evan-
gel Assembly is excit-
ed to announce our Open 
Door Open Mic Night, a 
vibrant community event 
taking place on Saturday, 
Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. at Evan-
gel Assembly, locat-
ed at 348 Stony Hill 
Road, Wilbraham in the East 
Wing. 

This event is open to 
all, inviting guests to enjoy 
a night of diverse perfor-
mances or take the stage 
themselves for a 5-minute 
performance of their choice. 
Whether you’re a singer, 
poet, comedian, or story-
teller, this is your chance 
to shine! Open Mic par-
ticipants can sign up 

to perform by visiting 
https://evangelassembly.
churchcenter.com/people/
forms/1054840. 

Spectators are welcome 
to come, relax, and enjoy an 
evening of local talent and 
entertainment in a warm, 
welcoming atmosphere. 
“We’re thrilled to open 
our doors to the communi-
ty for a night of creativity 
and connection,” said 
Steve Devereaux, the Open 
Mic Organizer at Evangel 
Assembly. 

“This event is all 
about celebrating the di-
verse talents of our 
neighbors and fostering 
a sense of togetherness.” 
Join us for an unforget-

table evening filled with 
laughter, music, and 
inspiration. Admis-
sion is free, there will 
be coffee and treats for 
donations, and all are wel-
come. For more informa-
tion or to register for a 
performance slot, visit 
https://evangelassembly.
churchcenter.com/people/
forms/1054840.

About Evangel Assembly
Evangel Assembly is a 

vibrant community church in 
Wilbraham, MA, dedicated 
to fostering connection, 
creativity, and faith. We 
are committed to serving 
our community through 
events and programs that in-
spire and uplift.

Wilbraham Junior Women’s Club to 
host Designer Bag Bingo in Ludlow

LUDLOW—The Wil-
braham Junior Women’s 
Club is hosting a Design-
er Bag Bingo! This fab-
ulous event will be held 
on Thursday, Oct. 16, 
2025 at the Gremio Lu-
sitano Club,  385 Winsor 
Street, Ludlow, MA. 

It’s an evening of fun 
Bingo and a chance to win 
all the designer bags you 
want in your closet! Doors 
open at 6PM and games 

start at 7PM. 
Admission tickets are 

$35  in advance and $40 
at the door. Purchase a ta-
ble of 10 for $300, (a dis-
counted rate of $30 per 
ticket when purchased in 
advance!) Tickets include 
10 bingo games, a dauber 
and a special lucky charm.

A  cash bar  will be 
available,  and attend-
ees can bring their own 
snacks or order off of the 

club’s menu. Extra bingo 
cards will be available for 
purchase as well as raffle 
tickets for our spectacular 
bag-themed raffle of over 
30 beautiful handbags! All 
proceeds benefit charitable 
projects in the community! 

Grab your friends and 
get your tickets at: Wilbra-
hamJuniorWomens.org  or 
Contact Brenda Willard at 
(413) 279-1394.

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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loved that one as a student. 
The kids today came in kind 
of not knowing what to ex-
pect and they were com-
ing out saying it was fun, 
which is great,” added How-
ard-Bender.

Talking with LHS Senior 
and President of the LHS 
Cares Abby Coelho, Coelho 
shared how the two years 
of being involved within 
the LHS Cares Club and 
involvement within sever-
al other clubs in school and 
the community has helped 
her throughout high school. 
Being in the Ludlow Cares 
Committee, the Youth Ad-
visory Board, DA’s Office, 
and many others, Coelho 
said she loves being in-

volved and learning about 
more resources in town.

“This week we wanted 
to spread awareness of men-
tal health, I feel like it’s not 
talked about as much as it 
should be, and I think this 
was a great opportunity. 
People are having fun and 
also learning, and for me, it 
showed me how many re-
sources there are. I’ve talk-
ed to many more people 
and teachers, and I realized 
I have so many people that I 
can reach out to like during 
a hard time. For people my 
age, I think they see it as 
weak or they don’t see it as 
something that needs to be 
addressed. I think that espe-
cially at our age, we’re go-
ing through so many things 
like college, classes, stress, 
and sports. For me, Hokan-

son is the founder of LHS 
Cares and he’s helped me 
through so much with ev-
erything so keeping this go-
ing like mental health and 
suicide awareness makes it 
the norm. It’s really import-
ant to keep talking about it,” 
ended Coelho.

LHS Senior and Presi-
dent of the Art Club Robert 
Canceo who was next to a 
huge art mural in-the-mak-
ing shared how this year 
was different compared to 
other years for the club. 
The art piece had numerous 
shapes drawn out with pen-
cil and the art club asked 
students to paint the shape 
with the color that rep-
resents how they felt that 
day. After the piece is com-
pleted and touched up by 
the club, the artwork can be 

viewed in a LHS hallway.
Canceo continued, “This 

is also the first year the art 
club is doing things around 
the school, before we used 
to be a club where peo-
ple would come in and do 
art, but now we do things 
around the school. Art is 
known as a big stress reliev-
er, especially for people suf-
fering from anxiety, depres-
sion, anyone who can relate 
to that. Our goal is to have 
people paint a color that ex-
presses their emotion onto 
the mural, everyone contrib-
utes and it’s just to relieve 
stress. The mural, I think, 
is a sense of recognition as 
students are not alone be-
cause everyone contributed 
to this. Art to me is every-
thing,” stated Canceo. 

Topics such as common 
stereotypes, relationships 
and dating advice, posi-
tive affirmations, and much 
more showed how many 
factors impact the youth 
in the community. Asking 
questions like ‘how can you 
support a friend in an un-
healthy relationship?’ by the 
Ludlow Health Department 
to participating in a drunk 
goggle experiment conduct-
ed by the Ludlow Police 
Department, it opened the 
student’s eyes to the amount 
of resources right in their 
hometown.

Howard-Bender ended 
with a few words that high-

lighted those who made 
this event possible, “What’s 
really cool about these ac-
tivities and being aware of 
mental health is just that 
idea that we are in a com-
munity, and that the mem-
bers of the community are 
here to support us. It’s just 
a matter of us kind of lean-
ing into that community and 
realizing that there are sup-
ports out there, and anytime 
we get to interact with the 
students is fun. To the visi-
tors, I want to thank them 
for participating with a full 
heart and realizing that they 
matter and their voices are 

heard. To the students who 
were helping out, they were 
absolute rock stars and we 
could leave them to do the 
thing and don’t even have to 
worry about them; they are 
amazing current leaders. To 
the other folks that helped 
out with this, Hines, Hokan-
son, Roy, Emily Connelly, 
Principal Lisa Nemeth who 
allowed us to do this and 
also the other Assistant Prin-
cipal Mike Greg who’s run-
ning the school while I’m 
down here!”

To learn more about the 
Jordan Porco Foundation, 
visit the website. 

MENTAL HEALTH 
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Turley photos by Amanda Munson 

LHS Senior Abby Coelho with Social 
Worker Ron Hokanson at the mental 
health fair last week. 

Executive Board Member of Ludlow Cares Coalition Diana Roy, LHS Senior Michael 
Mariani, with Advisory Board Member of Ludlow Cares Coalition Pete Leonczyk. 

LHS Seniors Faith Keroack and Hayden DelRosario Rodrigues 
displayed their superpowers, which was hardworking and 
social connection.  

The LHS Drama Club had a table that encouraged everyone to be themselves, whilst having a 
craft that had students make their own pins. 

LHS Seniors Lily Kolasienski 
and Ellie Garcia promoted the 
Best Buddies Club at the fair 

that does various activities 
and events for those in need. 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Comedic actor 

Rogen
  5. Bits per inch
  8. Tire pressure 

measurement
 11. Angels great Mike
 13. Own (Scottish)
 14. Notable FI racing 

team
 15. Upper bract of 

grass
 16. Tax collector
 17. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 18. Informal loan clubs
 20. Skeletal muscle
 21. Popular fish type
 22. Salts of acetic acid
 25. Arriving early
 30. Worded
 31. Single Lens Reflex
 32. Amphibians
 33. Warm greeting

 38. Belonging to a 
thing

 41. Segmented worm
 43. Concerns
 45. Audacious
 47. Wings
 49. Type of drug
 50. Wind chill formula 

scientist Charles
 55. Island close to the 

U.S.
 56. “To the __ degree”
 57. Daniel __, French 

composer
 59. A way to march
 60. Where golfers begin
 61. Spiritual leader 
 62. Of she
 63. Mental disorder 

concerning body 
odor (abbr.)

 64. Tall, slender-leaved 
plant

CLUES DOWN
  1. Engine additive
  2. Amounts of time
  3. Fragrant brown 

balsam used in
      perfume
  4. Color properties
  5. One who hands over
  6. Thieves of the sea
  7. Put in
  8. Nocturnal rodents
  9. Pouches
 10. Systems, doctrines, 

theories
 12. Greek alphabet letter
 14. Greek goddess of 

youth
 19. Satisfy
 23. Partly digested food
 24. Dictator
 25. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
 26. The 17th letter of the 

Greek alphabet

 27. A major division of 
geological time

 28. Angry
 29. St. Francis of __
 34. Romanian monetary 

unit
 35. Stale
 36. Go quickly
 37. Commercials
 39. Canadian city
 40. One who slices
 41. Perform perfectly
 42. Nest of pheasants
 44. Tactile sensations
 45. Sword
 46. Climactic
 47. Adrenocorticotrophin
 48. Fisherman’s tool
 51. Swiss river
 52. Plant that makes gum
 53. A French abbot
 54. One point east of 

northeast
 58. Get free of

Elevated beauty, everyday luxury at Caviar Salon & Spa
By Amanda Munson

Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com 

LUDLOW – Ready for a 
new haircut or in need of a 
luxury treatment for a spe-
cial occasion? Visit Cavi-
ar Salon & Spa in Ludlow 
at 459 East St. and learn 
about the variety of beauty 
services that will impress 
everyone. When speaking 
with Salon Owner Molly 
Bragiel who opened the sa-
lon in July of 2025, Bragiel 
reviewed what services they 
offer, her connection within 
the town, and her journey on 
becoming an owner with the 
help of those around her.

1. What kind of services 
do you offer? Are you plan-
ning to add more in the fu-
ture?

At Caviar Salon & Spa, 
we specialize in high end 
hair services, including pre-
cision cuts, custom coloring, 
highlights, balayage, exten-
sions, blowouts, and styling 
for all occasions. We also 
provide luxury treatments 
to keep hair healthy, shiny, 
and strong. In addition, our 
offerings include profession-
al makeup services, eyelash 
extensions, and manicures - 
from acrylics to gel, dip, and 
custom designs. In the fu-
ture, I would love to expand 
into something even bigger 
by offering a full-service spa 
experience, complete with 
pedicures, advanced aesthet-
ics, facials, and even Med 
Spa-style treatments, creat-
ing even more ways for cli-

ents to feel pampered from 
head to toe.

2. Did you always want 
to be a salon business own-
er? What was your journey 
through school like and did 
that help you prepare you 
for owning a business? 

 I’ve been passionate 
about the beauty industry 
for as long as I can remem-
ber, and after working as a 
stylist for 15 years, I knew I 
wanted to create something 
of my own, a space where 
clients could feel both pam-
pered and at home. Becom-
ing a salon owner has al-
ways been a dream of mine, 
and opening Caviar Salon & 
Spa is the fulfillment of that 
vision. In school, I studied 
cosmetology at DiGrigo-
li School Of Cosmetology, 
which gave me the techni-
cal foundation to become 
the stylist I am today. While 
cosmetology school doesn’t 
necessarily teach you the 
business side of running a 
salon, the years I’ve spent 
behind the chair taught me 
just as much about people, 
communication, and cus-
tomer service as they did 
about hair. That experience 
along with ongoing learning 
in business management has 
absolutely helped prepare 
me for salon ownership.

3. Describe your connec-
tion within town and why 
you chose Ludlow as your 
salon home?

I’ve been working in 
Ludlow for over a decade, 
and during that time I’ve re-
ally grown to love this com-

munity. The people here are 
warm, supportive, and wel-
coming, and many of my 
clients feel more like friends 
and family. I also love that 
Ludlow is so centrally locat-
ed. it’s made it easy to build 
great relationships not only 
with people here in town but 
also with clients from the 
surrounding communities.

4. Describe your support 
system that helped you in 
your journey?

 I could not have accom-
plished this without the love 
and support of my parents, 
fiancé, and my two sons. 
My parents, Bill and Ann 
Marie Bragiel, have been 

instrumental in every step of 
the process, truly the driv-
ing force behind bringing 
my vision for Caviar Sa-
lon & Spa to life. Beyond 
my dad’s incredible ability 
to fix and build anything, 
he has an amazing eye for 
detail and craftsmanship, 
which helped transform this 
space into exactly what I 
dreamed of. What makes 
his contribution even more 
meaningful is that he ded-
icated himself to this proj-
ect while dealing with his 
own injury and preparing 
for shoulder surgery. I tru-
ly could not have done this 
if it wasn’t for him. My 

mom was a constant source 
of strength throughout the 
entire process. Her hard 
work, and support carried 
me through every step, and 
I am deeply grateful for 
everything she did to ac-
complish this. I also want 
to thank my fiancé, Martin 
Bottari, who has been by 
my side through every step 
of this journey. His unwav-
ering love, constant encour-
agement, and tireless sup-
port have meant the world 
to me. I couldn’t have made 
this dream a reality with-
out his belief in me and his 
dedication every step of the 
way. Most importantly, my 
two sons, Henri and Quinn, 
are the reason behind it all. 
They inspire me every sin-
gle day, and everything I’ve 
worked for has been with 
them in mind. Their love 
and motivation pushed me 
to make this dream come 
true, and I am so proud to 
show them what’s possible 
with hard work and deter-
mination. I would also like 
to recognize the many fam-
ily friends who generously 
gave their time and effort 
to help, their willingness 
to step in and work so hard 
played a huge role in mak-
ing this salon a reality. I feel 
incredibly blessed to be sur-
rounded by such amazing 
people, and I will always 
be thankful for the love, 
support, and teamwork that 
helped make Caviar Salon & 
Spa come to life. 

5. What is the biggest 
challenge that you encoun-

tered in the salon and spa 
business? What is your fa-
vorite part about your job?

The biggest challenge 
I’ve encountered in the salon 
and spa business has been 
navigating the transition 
from being behind the chair 
as a stylist to taking on the 
responsibilities of a busi-
ness owner. There’s so much 
more that goes into running 
a salon than people realize, 
managing the business side, 
handling unexpected issues, 
and making sure everything 
runs smoothly while still fo-
cusing on clients. It’s been a 
huge learning curve, but also 
an incredibly rewarding one. 
My favorite part of the job 
will always be the people. 
I love making clients feel 
beautiful and confident, and 
I’ve built so many lasting 
relationships over the years. 
Beyond that, I love creating 
an atmosphere where people 
can relax, feel cared for, and 
leave feeling their absolute 
best. That connection and 
transformation is what keeps 
me passionate every single 
day.

6. Any words for the 
Ludlow community and 
support throughout the 
years?

I’m beyond grateful for 
the support from the Ludlow 
community. For over a de-
cade, you’ve trusted me, en-
couraged me, and believed 
in me and that support made 
Caviar Salon & Spa possi-
ble. I’m so excited to give 
back and continue serving 
this amazing town!

Submitted photo

Caviar Salon & Spa staff beginning on the top left; Dakota 
Cust, Manuela Romano, Melina Cust, Salon Owner Molly 
Bragiel, and Amy Santos.
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  SPRINGFIELD, MA - 
The Valley Press Club will 
honor former Republican 
Executive Editor Wayne E. 
Phaneuf with its Lifetime 
Achievement Award at a re-
ception on Oct. 9, at 6 p.m. at 
Storrowton Tavern’s Carriage 
House in West Springfield.

Phaneuf began his career 
at The Republican in 1969 
and held several positions 
including reporter, columnist 
and managing editor before 
being asked to serve as the 
newspaper’s executive editor 
in 1998. He retired in 2019.

     Throughout his illus-
trious career, Phaneuf over-
saw the coverage of many 
national, regional and local 
events including 13 presiden-
tial elections, Watergate, the 
Vietnam War, 9/11, the dev-
astating Springfield tornado 
of 2011 and many more ma-
jor stories.

     While serving as ex-
ecutive editor, Phaneuf un-
dertook a major project that 

lasted over a decade with Jo-
seph Carvalho that involved 
writing books about the his-
tory and culture of Western 
Massachusetts, something he 
continued to do in his retire-
ment.

In 2018, Phaneuf was the 
recipient of Academy of New 
England Journalists  Yankee 
Quill Award, the highest in-
dividual honor bestowed on 
journalists in New England.

    To say it has been a 
wild ride would be an un-
derstatement. Now it is time 
to step back a bit and be 
thankful for having a job I 
have loved my entire adult 
life,” said Phaneuf upon his 
retirement.

The Valley Press Club 
is excited to honor Wayne 
for his decades of journal-
istic excellence and leader-
ship, as well as the impact 
he and the newspaper have 
had on keeping people and 
institutions accountable 
over the years,» said Pe-

ter Goonan, club president. 
«We welcome his friends, 
colleagues, community lead-
ers and the general public to 
attend the tribute on Oct. 9.»

Tickets for the event are 
$60 and can be purchased 
online at valleypressclub.
com. The event will include 
various food stations with 
hors d’oeuvres, pasta, salads 
and more. There will be a 
cash bar.

Tickets will be held for 
you at the door.

The Valley Press Club, 
known for its annual roasts, 
raises funds for scholar-
ships for students planning 
a career in media. The club 
was founded in 1962 and has 
honored the following people 
with the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award: 2005, Durham 
Caldwell; 2006, Robert Mc-
Clellan; 2007, Jack O›Neil; 
2008, Keith Silver; 2009, 
Barbara Bernard; 2010, Vin-
ny D›Addario; and 2017, Ray 
Hershel.

Valley Press Club to honor Wayne E. Phaneuf 
with Lifetime Achievement Award on Oct. 9

Food truck festival begins Oct. 10
INDIAN ORCHARD—

The 9th Annual Indian Or-
chard Food Truck Festival 
will be held Friday, Oct. 
10 thru Sunday, Oct. 12, 
2025 from 12 p.m. to 7 
p.m.

There will be food 
trucks, live music, beer, 

vendors games, crafts, 
dancing and raffles.

On Friday, Oct. 10 
there will be a community 
wide tag sale all day and a 
car sound show at 6 p.m.

The event will take 
place at Myrtle Street Park 
located at 117 Main St. in 

Indian Orchard.
This event is hosted by 

the Indian Orchard Citi-
zens Council. Bring your 
lawn chairs & blankets.

For more information 
email iocc.council@gmail.
com or call 413-301-2533.

Fundraiser Dine In~Dine Out with 
the Ludlow Memorial Day Parade

LUDLOW—Dine In / 
Dine Out with the Ludlow 
Memorial Day Parade Com-
mittee at the Villa Rose on 
Wednesday, October 8th from 
12 to 9 p.m. to raise funds for 
the upcoming Memorial Day 
Parade in 2026. We would 
like to make our parade big-

ger and better for our Veter-
ans.

The Villa Rose will gen-
erously donate 20% of your 
dinner bill (not including al-
cohol) to the Parade Commit-
tee to help us make the Parade 
bigger with more entertain-
ment and music, our Veterans 

deserve it. 
Please tell your family and 

friends to join us on Wednes-
day, Oct. 8 at the Villa Rose 
located at 1428 Center Street 
(Route 21) for a delicious 
meal. We thank Tony Taveres 
and the Villa Rose for sup-
porting our Veterans. 

calling on me,” explained En-
gel. 

When asked how the 
messages arrive, Engel 
shared that it’s different 
each time. From viewing 

photographs in an obituary 
to the messages coming 
randomly, Engel doesn’t 
know how it happens but 
makes sure to tune into it 
wherever she is. 

“It’s not something that 
happens all the time, but I 

know if there’s an energy 
around me or if I feel it that 
I know that it’s coming and 
I listen to it. I ask people if 
they want to hear the mes-
sage and if it’s something 
they want to hear, I would 
share it with them and if 
they don’t that’s fine, my 
job is done,” said Engel.

Engel wrote two vol-
umes of poetry titled 
“Speak to Me Serenity” and 
“Whispered on the Wind”, 
and three books titled “An-
gels Abound, Angel Advo-
cates”, “Spiritual Journey 
of Hope and Healing,”, 
“Heartfelt Healing in Trou-
bled Times”. To learn more 
about adult programming, 
visit the library website.

AUTHOR from Page 1

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Lions suffer one-goal loss to Belchertown
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW— Just like in 
the first meeting of the regu-
lar season against Smith Di-
vision rival Ludlow, senior 
Timothy Haley scored a sec-
ond half goal which helped 
the Belchertown Orioles 
sweep the season series.

Haley scored what turned 
out to be the only goal of the 
second half leading the Ori-
oles to a 2-1 victory over the 
Lions at the Ludlow Sports 
Complex, last Thursday 
night.

“I just love playing soccer 
with all of my friends after 
not being able to play with 
them during the past couple 
of years,” said Haley follow-
ing the road win. “I’m very 
glad that I’m able to help 
them out.”

Haley, who’s a first-year 
member of the Orioles boys’ 
varsity soccer team, had pre-
viously played soccer for a 
NEFC MLS Next Academy 
team. He wasn’t allowed to 
play for his high school soc-
cer team during that time.

Back on Sept. 8, Haley 
scored a goal with less than 
five minutes remaining in 
regulation, which gave the 
Orioles a 1-0 home win ver-
sus the Lions, who are a Di-
vision 1 team.

Belchertown, who’s a 
Division 3 team, had a 6-3-
2 overall record and a 4-2-1 
league record, following last 
Thursday’s road contest. It’s 
also the first time that the 
Orioles have swept the Route 
21 rivalry series. 

“This is a huge win 

for us. It should help our 
state power rankings,” said 
Belchertown head coach 
Zach Siano. “It’s also the first 
time that we’ve been able to 
sweep Ludlow, who has al-
ways been one of the best 
soccer programs in the state. 
It just shows how hard my 
guys have been working.”

The Orioles also 
squeaked out a 1-0 win 
against the Lions in the first 
meeting of last season, but 
the second meeting ended in 
a 1-1 draw.

The Lions (3-5-2,2-4-1) 
haven’t celebrated a win in 
the series against Belcher-
town since posting a pair 
of 2-0 shutouts victories in 
2023.

The Lions will probably 
need to win the rest of their 
regular season matches to 
qualify for this year’s Divi-
sion 1 state tournament.

“Our backs are against the 
wall now,” said Ludlow head 
coach Greg Kolodziey. “We 
just need some results.” 

The home team had a 
couple of scoring chances 
during the first 15 minutes of 
the opening half. 

A shot attempt by junior 
Jayden Premo deflected off 
the right post during the fifth 
minute.

A couple of minutes later, 
senior Michael Mariani lined 
a shot from about 25 yards 
out that sailed wide right. 
Another shot taken by senior 

Ethan Love went over the 
crossbar.

“We did have a couple 
of chances to take an early 
lead,” Kolodziey said. “We 
really needed to put a cou-
ple of shots into the net, es-
pecially against a very good 
team like Belchertown.”

The match remained 
scoreless until the 26th min-
ute.

That’s when Haley re-
ceived a pass from senior 
Chase Connor before blast-
ing a shot into the upper left 
corner past junior goalkeeper 
Nick Dion giving his team a 
1-0 lead.

“I just saw that the keep-

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Thomas Oakley makes a stop.
Gabriel DiRosa guides the ball to his left as he sees pressure 
coming.

BELCHERTOWN – Last Wednesday night, 
a tough matchup between Ludlow and Belcher-
town girls volleyball ended with the Lions scor-
ing a 15-9 win in the fifth and deciding set for a 
3-2 win. Ludlow improved to 5-8 while Belcher-
town fell to 2-9 on the season. Belchertown took 
the first set 25-21 with Ludlow coming back and 
taking two straight 25-19, and 25-12. Belcher-
town tied it 2-2 with a win in the fourth set 25-
21 before the Lions took the finale.

Lions beat Orioles in five sets

Olivia Slatton serves the ball for Ludlow.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ella Lariviere gets a bump to her far left.

Hayden Morin goes high for the spike.

Caitlyn Peczka winds up to serve.Khloe Davis meets the ball for a bump.

Dylan Londraville reaches high to get a hit on the ball.

Spencer Huntley sends a pass away as pressure comes close.

Lions cross 
county hosts 
tri-meet

LUDLOW – Last Tuesday 
afternoon, both of Ludlow 
High School’s cross country 
teams scored sweeps in a tri-
meet with East Longmead-
ow and a co-op of Putnam, 
Duggan, and Renissance. 
The boys narrowly beat East 
Longmeadow 28-29 and beat 
the Springfield schools 15-
50. The girls defeated East 
Longmeadow 19-40 and the 
Springfield schools 15-50. 

In the boys race, Tyler Ta-
tro placed second overall at 
17:04 with Mason Little fin-
ishing fifth overall at 19:11. 
In the girls race, Alyssa Ver-
mette was the first place fin-
isher overall at 23:25. Sophia 
Quiterio was second at 24:33, 
and Maddie Pereira was third 
at 25:15.

T-Birds score 
preseason win 
over Bruins

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
picked up a 2-1 overtime 
victory on Sunday over the 
Providence Bruins inside the 
MassMutual Center to close 
their preseason slate. 

The Bruins picked up the 
first goal of the afternoon on a 
power play with 1:08 remain-
ing in the first, as Lynden Mc-
Callum lifted a one-timer over 
the right shoulder of Vadim 
Zherenko to give Providence 
the 1-0 lead at intermission. 
That came less than a min-
ute after Hugh McGing was 

Please see T-BIRDS, Page 10

Desmond Danso eyes the ball 
in the air.

Please see LIONS, Page 10
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Hours:
Mon., Tues., Wed. 8-5

Thurs. 12-8

70 Post Office Park
Suite 7006

Wilbraham, MA 01095

www.wilbrahamdentalassociates.com

413-279-2016

• Cosmetic & esthetic dentistry, whitening, 
veneers, crowns & bridges

• Implant Services

• Digital X-Rays & Photographs

• Evening appointments available

• Most insurance plans accepted

• CareCredit - A convenient 
 monthly payment plan

Our friendly team 
is proud to provide the 

highest quality of dental care 
utilizing the best 

new technology available. 
Dr. Christopher J. Root, DMD MAGD 
Dr. Mary Danko, DMD

LIONS from Page 9

Owls suffer defeat to Anna Maria
WESTFIELD – Anna 

Maria QB Nikolay Boyce 
threw for 297 yards and five 
touchdowns to lead the Am-
Cats to a 41-14 win over 
Westfield State University in 
a Massachusetts State Col-
legiate Athletic Conference 
football game at Alumni 
Field in Saturday afternoon.

Boyce’s big day offset 
a 100-yard receiving game 
for Owls’ senior WR Casey 
Tang, and 95 yards on the 
ground from first year FB 
Manny Mengata.

Anna Maria improves 
to 3-2 overall and 3-1 in the 
MASCAC, while Westfield 
is now 2-3 overall and 2-2 in 
the conference.

Westfield turned the 
ball over eight times on 

the afternoon, which 
led to three AMC TD’s. 
Westfield jumped out to a 
7-0 lead on its first posses-
sion of the game, capping a 
3-play, 53-yard drive with an 
8-yard touchdown run from 
Aidan Patterson.

Anna Maria stacked up 
a 35-7 lead by the half as 
Boyce tossed TD’s of 13, 67, 
38 and 30 yards around a 22-
yard interception return for a 
touchdown from Mar-Zhon 
Brinson.

Westfield trimmed the 
lead to 35-14 on the Owls 
first drive of the second half, 
as QB Miles Foerster found 
Teng deep downfield for a 
54-yard scoring strike.

Boyce tacked on a 3-yard 
pass to Tyler Garretson, for 

Garretson’s second TD catch 
of the day, early in the fourth 
quarter to cap the scoring.

Boyce finished 18-30 for 
297 yards with five TD’s and 
two interceptions. He spread 
the ball around to five differ-
ent receivers, four of whom 
had 60-plus yards, led by 
Jeremiah Cadet’s 67 yards 
on a screen pass for a TD, 
and Garretson had six grabs 
for 64 yards.  Cadet finished 
with nine carries for 61 
yards on the ground as well.

Westfield’s Foerster 
completed 6 of 19 pass-
es for 130 yards, with one 
TD and five interceptions.   
Mengata carried 25 times 
for 95 yards, with Patter-
son adding seven carries 
for 58 yards.   Teng led the 

Owls with three catch-
es for an even 100 yards. 
Defensively, Westfield got 
a pair of interceptions from 
senior CB Zach Allen. Tafari 
Proctor led the Owls with 
eight tackles.

Brinson had a pair of in-
terceptions for the AmCats, 
who were led by seven tack-
les from Charles DiMartino.

Anna Maria finished with 
21 first downs t the Owls 20.  
Westfield was 7-11 in third 
down efficiency compared 
to 2-8 for the AmCats.  Anna 
Maria outgained the Owls 
396-349, while Westfield 
held a sight 31-29 advantage 
in time of possession.

Both teams will be idle 
next weekend before return-
ing to action on Oct. 18.

er was a little bit forward, so 
I put the ball into the upper 
corner.,” Haley said. “It was 
just an amazing feeling after 
scoring that goal.”

Haley, who scored a team-
high eight goals in the first ten 
matches of the season, had 
another scoring opportunity 
a little more than ten minutes 
later, but this time Dion was 
able to make the save. 

With 34 seconds left in 
the first half, Ludlow tied the 

score when junior Mehmet 
Bayoglu put a shot into the 
back of the net past senior 
goalie Luke Dudek for his 
first varsity goal. Premo was 
credited with the assist.

“Mehmet is a first year 
varsity player and it was nice 
to see him score his first var-
sity goal at the end of the first 
half. He’s a hard worker.”

Dudek left the match with 
a left leg injury after colliding 
with a Ludlow player ten min-
utes into the second half. He 
was replaced in goal by soph-
omore Andrew Lambert.

Lambert, who saw some 
playing time in the Orioles 
5-1 non-league home win 
over Granby on September 
30, is also a hockey player.

During the winter, Lam-
bert is a member of the Lud-
low hockey team, which be-
gan a co-op with Belchertown 
a year ago. A couple of Lud-
low soccer players, who also 
play hockey, are junior Evan 
Dias and senior Ethan Steig-
meyer.

The Orioles soccer team 
retook the lead again during 
the 63rd minute of the sec-

ond half when Connor sent 
the ball to Haley, who fired a 
low shot into the back of the 
net.

Haley, who hasn’t made 
a college decision, grew up 
playing soccer with Connor.

“I’ve known Chase since 
I was four years old. He’s 
always finding me the ball,” 
Haley said. “I just love play-
ing on the same soccer team 
with him.”  

The Lions couldn’t score 
the tying goal before the ref-
eree blew his whistle for the 
final time.

we mostly run from Sole 
Syndicate, you can also find 
us starting runs from our oth-
er favorite spot, Mill’s Tavern 
and Grille.” 

When asked about why it 
was important to host a 5K 
race in the area, Ryan and 
Teresa commented on the en-
ergy of the town and wanting 
to highlight local businesses. 
“The town of Ludlow has so 
much to offer, especially with 
the revitalization of the Lud-
low Mills. We wanted to cel-
ebrate this energy by hosting 
a race that runs around the 
entire area. This route will 
not only showcase the icon-
ic Clocktower but will also 
bring attention to the River-
Walk and the great local busi-
nesses.”

Sharing the connections 
within the Ludlow Boys and 
Girls Club and Sole Syn-
dicate Brewery, along with 
growing up in the town, Ryan 
and Teresa continued. “Both 
the LBGC and Sole Syndi-
cate Brewing hold a very 
special place in our hearts. 
Our history with Sole Syn-
dicate goes back to the ear-
liest days of our little run 
club. They were supporters 
from the start. The staff at 
Iron Duke were always ac-
commodating, offering their 
space for our weekly runs as 
well as our annual Yule Jog 
Christmas Fun Run. You truly 
can’t think of RBRC without 
thinking of the partnership 
we share with Sole Syndicate 
Brewing. Our connection to 
the LBGC is deep and per-
sonal. Ryan spent his child-
hood summers attending the 
LBGC summer camp with 
his brother, Eric. The camp, 
back at the old location on 
Chestnut St., was where they 
spent their summers making 
friends, learning to swim, 
taking field trips and roller 
skating in the gymnasium. 
Those positive memories left 
a lasting impression on Ryan 
and it is the greatest honor to 
be able to give back to an or-
ganization that gave so much 
to him and his family. The 
LBGC is also connected to 
us through Teresa’s childhood 
friend, Darlene Rae. Darlene 
was a very active member 
of the club, and her pass-
ing in 2021 was a huge loss 
for her family, friends, the 
LBGC, and the entire Ludlow 

community. In the past, the 
RBRC has used the Yule Jog 
to raise money for the Dar-
lene Rae Scholarship Fund 
at the LBGC. It has been our 
dream to host a timed race in 
Ludlow and donate the pro-
ceeds to a great cause. To 
help the LBGC celebrate its 
75 years is a fitting way to 
honor our friend, our commu-
nity, and the Club’s mission,” 
stated Ryan and Teresa. 

When Ryan and Teresa 
were asked about how the 
funds of the race would ben-
efit the community, they both 
shared the impact to the local 
economy, the promotion of an 
active lifestyle, and is a direct 
fundraiser for the LBGC. 

“The Ludlow Clocktower 
Classic 5K offers significant 
benefits that reach across our 
entire community. First, the 
event powerfully supports 
health and wellness by pro-
moting an active lifestyle for 
residents of all ages, welcom-
ing everyone from competi-
tive runners to families with 
strollers. Second, it provides 
a measurable economic im-
pact: by bringing people to 
the center of town, the race 
directly increases foot traffic 
and potential revenue for our 
local businesses. Third, this 
shared activity fosters com-
munity building, creating a 
positive and inclusive envi-
ronment that brings neigh-
bors and friends together. 
Most importantly, the race 
serves as a vital fundraiser for 
the Ludlow Boys and Girls 
Club, with all proceeds di-
rectly benefiting their essen-
tial mission in our communi-
ty,” said Ryan and Teresa.

The couple began dating 
in 2016 and Teresa was the 
one who introduced Ryan to 
the sport, where they both 
now share the love for what 
running does for them, be-
yond the exercise.

“For us, running is a deep-
ly personal journey. It’s cer-
tainly a great form of exer-
cise, but what makes it truly 
special is that it means some-
thing different to every single 
person-whether they’re chal-
lenging themselves, prioritiz-
ing their health and well-be-
ing, or trying to hit a personal 
record. All those reasons are 
equally valid and while the 
act of running is often soli-
tary, the best part is the in-
credible supportive communi-
ty it creates,” ended Ryan and 
Teresa. 

ROAD RACE from Page 1

but significantly in the past 
13 years, the church has 
called Ludlow home. Morri-
son began, “When the church 
moved from Springfield to 
Ludlow, I believe most of 
the people transferred over to 
Ludlow. The church was lo-
cated on Wilbraham Rd. next 
to Duggan School, and now 
we have lots of new people 
coming that weren’t attending 
before. We have reached new 
people in the Ludlow area,” 
said Morrison.

Morrison continued shar-
ing how she ended up in 
town, sharing further she 
was teaching in South Afri-
ca teaching pastoral minis-
try courses to students who 
were going into the ministry, 
and eventually came back to 
America. “It was a combina-
tion of my pastoral work and 
my teaching, a compliment of 
both. I also was pastoring in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts and 
I loved it. I’ve been in pas-
toral ministry and teaching 
at the collegiate level for 35 
years. For the FCC, we have 
the foundation of 100 years 
and have lasted, but most 
churches today aren’t lasting 
very long. This shows the 
faithfulness of the people and 
the faithfulness of God that 
it’s still going and a church 
that is still viable. We are still 
an active church and that’s 
exciting!” said Morrison.

When asked about why 
it’s significant to celebrate a 
century anniversary, Morri-

son commented how every-
body is looking for a place 
of community and belonging, 
“The church really offers that 
and you come together with a 
common purpose and a com-
mon goal to love God and if 
you believe in God, then it’s 
a great place to come and 
gather. To serve together and 
love together; we are called 
Faith Community Chapel 
so we are a community of 
faith, and you want to go to a 
place where everyone knows 
your name. The fact that this 
church is still existing and 
fulfilling that purpose is won-
derful,” said Morrison. 

Around the time Morrison 
came to Ludlow, it was when 
the town was celebrating its 
250 anniversary and found 
an opportunity to get to know 
the town and have the town 
know the church, highlight-
ing that FCC is a community 
church and Morrison wants 
the church in the community. 
“I was on the Picnic Com-
mittee and I just got to know 
the people in town, it was to a 
point that the committee even 
asked to have their meetings 
in the church which was won-
derful. We had someone build 
a Mister Rogers trolley in 
the parade that had the mes-
sage ‘we are glad to be your 
neighbor’, and it was a won-
derful experience and got us 
into the town,” added Morri-
son.

The FCC will be hosting a 
Trunk and Treat event on Oct. 
18 from 2 to 4 p.m. located at 
485 East St.

100 YEARSfrom Page 1

lb
$179

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/9/25-10/15/2510/9/25-10/15/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

JUMBO RAW SHRIMP 16/20 CT
HEAD ON TAIL ON 1.5 LB BOX ...........

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

OLD FASHIONED
GLAZED DONUTS 6 PAK .................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

59¢USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS TRAY PAK ..

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$222
lb

lb

$149USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
PORK LOIN ROAST 
RIB END or LOIN END ........

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. 3 LB

SMOKED POLISH KIELBASA ...
USDA INSP. KAYEM 2 1/2 LB BOX

NATURAL CASING
HOT DOGS .................................... ea

ea
$599

$999

lb
$154

$149

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
RIB EYE STEAKS

lb

$599
lb

$999
lb

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that recently ran 
in one of our publications. Go to 

newspapers.turley.com/photo-request

awarded a penalty shot, but 
could not get the puck past 
Simon Zajicek in the Bruins 
goal crease.

Springfield had an answer 
from one of their veterans at 
3:53 of the second when Co-
rey Schueneman lifted a point 
wrister through traffic and 
past Zajicek to tie the score. 
McGing had what appeared 
to be the go-ahead goal on 
a power play at 14:07 of the 

period, but after replay, the 
officials waved it off, saying 
that the T-Birds forward had 
directed the puck in with a 
kicking motion.

Zherenko’s night was 
complete after 40 minutes 
and 20 saves on 21 shots. 
Gage Alexander came on for 
the third period and overtime 
and stopped all nine shots he 
faced.

After neither team could 
break the ice in the third peri-
od, the T-Birds picked up the 

triumph in the extra frame as 
Nikita Alexandrov fed a sau-
cer pass to McGing’s blade at 
3:32, and McGin got enough 
of it to beat Zajicek upstairs 
to finish the game.

The T-Birds now prepare 
themselves for the regular 
season slate, beginning with 
MGM Springfield Open-
ing Night on Saturday, Oct. 
11, at 6:05 p.m. against the 
Charlotte Checkers inside 
Thunderdome. The action 
starts with the Community 

Bank N.A. Block Party from 
3 to 5 p.m. at the Plaza at 
MGM Springfield, featuring 
live music from Moonlight 
Saints. Fans are encouraged 
to arrive at the MassMutu-
al Center early for pregame 
ceremonies, including full 
team introductions, which 
will begin promptly at 6 p.m. 
- all fans in attendance will 
receive a T-Birds 10th Anni-
versary Banner and a magnet 
schedule.

T-BIRDS from Page 9
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OBITUARIES DEATH 
NOTICES
Mary (Mae) S. 

Macdonald Dubois
Died Sept. 29, 2025

Ludlow Funeral 
Home

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$275, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

Mary (Mae) S. Macdon-
ald Dubois, 100, of Ludlow 
passed away peacefully at 
her home of 74 years on 
Sept. 29, 2025 surrounded 
by her loving family.

Mae was born in Dundee, 
Scotland in 1925 to Charles 
and Margaret (Petrie) Mac-
donald. Mae, her mother, 
and her sister, Greta, joined 
her father in the United 
States in 1932, settling in 
West Orange, New Jersey. 
She graduated from Kear-
ny High School, where she 
lettered in basketball and 
was on the honor society. 
After graduation, Mae be-
gan working at an insurance 
company in Newark, New 
Jersey.

While visiting family in 
Ludlow, Massachusetts, Mae 
became friends with Lauret-
ta (Dubois) Raymond.  With 
Lauretta’s encouragement, 
Mae started writing letters 
to her brother, Homer R. 
Dubois, who was stationed 
on the U.S.S. Sigourney 
in World War II. This hap-
penstance correspondence 
was the start of a life-long 
commitment. Mae and Ho-
mer were married on July 
30, 1949 in Arlington, New 
Jersey and moved into the 
house Homer built for them 
in Ludlow in 1951. They 
raised three children there, 
Nancy Fernandes of Ludlow, 
Suzanne Parker of Spring-
field, and Rene Dubois of 
Monson. Along with raising 
their children, Mae acted as 
the secretary to her husband, 

the Fire Chief of Ludlow, for 
many years. Before Ludlow 
had a permanent fire sta-
tion, Mae was responsible 
for sounding the town-wide 
alarm for the fire department 
from their home. Years later, 
she also worked at the Trea-
sury Department 
for the Town of 
Ludlow.

Mae loved 
spending time 
with her family, 
and the dinner 
table during hol-
idays, birthdays 
and picnics, was 
always a place 
of laughter and love. She 
was blessed with six grand-
children: Amanda Mistalski 
(Gary) of Wilbraham, An-
drew Fernandes (Chrissy) 
of Ludlow, Christopher Fer-
nandes of Springfield, Mary 
Fernandes (Aaron) of Lud-
low, Ethan Dubois (Maggie) 
of Monson, and Avery Du-
bois (Frankie) of Monson; 
and eight great-grandchil-
dren: Kylie & Kenzie Plasse, 
and Jameson Houle of Lud-
low, Gray & Adaline Mistal-
ski of Wilbraham, Madilynn 
Fernandes of Ludlow, and 
Rene & Dominic Dubois of 
Monson. She is survived by 
three nieces.

Mae and Homer were 
married for 71 years before 
his passing in 2021. She 
missed her husband, Homer, 
every day in her own way. 
After his passing, she lived 
independently in their home, 
insisting on cooking for her-

self, doing her laundry and 
cleaning the house all on her 
own. Despite using a walk-
er during her last few years, 
family would often stop over 
to visit and find the furni-
ture in the house rearranged! 
Mae became an avid texter 

in her late 80’s, 
using it to stay in 
touch with family, 
and even sending 
a selfie once or 
twice.   She was 
infamous for her 
chalkboard mes-
sages that greeted 
you at her door, 
where she would 

share her thoughts and poet-
ry that she had written. Her 
family is thankful for all of 
the years that they had with 
Mae and the rare blessing 
that she was able to meet 
eight of her great-grandchil-
dren. Mae will be missed ev-
ery day, but her family finds 
solace in knowing that she 
has been reunited with her 
husband and her mother for 
all of eternity.  

Visiting hours were held 
at Ludlow Funeral Home on 
Sunday, Oct. 5. Commital 
services were at Ludlow Fu-
neral Home on Monday, Oct. 
6 at 10:15 a.m. with a ser-
vice at 11 a.m., followed by 
burial at Island Pond Ceme-
tery. The family invited ev-
eryone to a reception at Tony 
and Penny’s Restaurant, 18 
Canterbury St in Ludlow, 
immediately following the 
burial services.

Mary (Mae) S. Macdonald Dubois

LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC.
Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family

❖ Benches ❖ Statues ❖ Monuments ❖ Custom Design Work
❖ Plot Maintenance ❖ Bronze Plaques ❖ Cleaning ❖ Markers ❖ Vases 

❖ On-Site Lettering ❖ Restorations ❖ Cemetery Signage ❖ Granite Signs
201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 ❖ www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com

413-589-7564 Office ❖ 413-589-7588 Fax ❖ 413-531-5360

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Public Notices
WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 

ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all 
notices to
notices@turley.com

Access archives and
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.1 2 3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

LEGAL NOTICE
 SPECIAL PERMIT

HOME OCCUPATION
The Ludlow Planning Board 

will hold a public hearing in 
Ludlow Town Hall, Selectmen’s 
Conference Room on Thursday, 
October 23, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. 
on the application of Joshua Ed-
ward Picard of 23 Adams Street 
Ludlow, MA (Assessors’ Map 
16A, Parcel 24) for: online book 
sales.

If for any reason this hearing 
is cancelled, it will be resched-
uled to Thursday, November 13, 
2025.	

Raymond Phoenix, Chairman
10/08, 10/15/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD24P2217EA

Estate of: 
William Herman Leab, Jr. 
Date of Death: 09/07/2024 

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR SALE OF REAL 

ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

To all interested persons: 
A Pet i t ion for  Sale  of 

Real Estate has been filed 
by: Jeannine Bourdeau of 
Belchertown, MA  request-
ing that the court authorize the 
Personal Representative to sell 
the decedent’s real estate at a 
private sale. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
10/28/2025. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 

taken without further notice 
to you. 

Wi t n e s s ,  B a r b a r a  M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 23, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

10/08/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P1779EA
Estate of: 

Anthony R. Malfino
Date of Death: 06/26/2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Laura Malfino 
of Ludlow, MA. 

Laura Malfino of Ludlow, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 

by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
10/08/2025

LEGALS

What’s Happening
at Hubbard Memorial Library

To register for pro-
grams or find out more 
information, visit ludlow.
cwmars.org, or call (413) 
583-3408. Weather-related 
announcements for out-
door events will be made 
on the library’s Facebook 
page the morning of the 
program.

Library Hours: M, 
W, F 9-5, TU, TH, 9-8, S 
10-2. Closed Saturdays 
during the summer, Sun-
days and holidays.

The library will be re-
suming regular operating 
hours on September 1. 
Please note a change in 
Saturday operating hours 
of 10-2 rather than 9-1. 

FOR ALL AGES

Social Services Drop-
In, Wednesday September 
3, 11:00 a.m. Come meet 
with our Social Worker 
for assistance with get-
ting connected to food 
pantries and applying for 
food stamps, health insur-
ance questions, referrals 
to treatment and support 
groups, supporting those 
with mental health con-
cerns, free fentanyl test 
strips and condoms AND 
MORE! This program is 
made possible through the 
Mill Town Public Health 
Coalition.

Friends of the Hubbard 
Memorial Library, third 
Thursday of the month, 
6:00 p.m. Get involved! 
Join the Friends of the 
Library for their month-
ly meeting and learn how 
you can help support the 
library.

FOR ADULTS

Mediumship Talk 
Thursday, September 25 
at 6:30 PM. 

Jacqueline Engel, a 
local writer, author, and 
spiritual medium will 
give a talk on what me-
diumship is, differentiate 
between other psychic 
abilities, and explain how 
a medium communicates 
with the spirit world. 
Please register on our 
website.

Mass Center for the 
Book Monthly Reading 
Challenge Each month, 
you’ll be challenged to 
read a book based on a 
chosen theme.  Those who 
participate will be entered 
to win a free book! For 
more information and to 
sign up, please visit mass-
book.org/readingchal-
lenge.

Chair Volleyball for 
Seniors, every Thursday, 
1:30 p.m. Have some fun 
and join us for chair vol-
leyball! No running or 
jumping required. Please 
sign up on our website or 
by calling the circulation 
desk at 413-583-3408. 
Walk-ins are welcome.

Who picked this book? 
Book Club Meeting, first 
Thursday of the month, 
3:30 p.m. Join us for this 
month’s Who picked this 
book? Book Club meet-
ing! You can pick up a 
copy of the book at the 
circulation desk. 

Happy Hour Book 
Club Meeting, last Thurs-
day of the month, 6:30 
p.m. Join us for this 
month’s Happy Hour 
Book Club meeting! You 
can pick up a copy of the 
book at the circulation 
desk.

FOR TEENS

Nintendo Switch Night 
for YAs, Tuesday, October 

14, 6:00 -  8:00pm. For 
middle & high schoolers. 
Meet once a month to play 
Mario Kart, Smash Bros, 
or other Switch games, 
while munching on free 
pizza & drinks! 16 person 
limit. Please register. Gen-
erously sponsored by the 
Friends of the Library.

Read Between the 
Lines High School Book 
Discussion Group, Octo-
ber 24, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.  
For ages 14 -18. Fun, re-
laxed book discussion 
for high schoolers. This 
month’s book, Stalking 
Jack the Ripper by Kerri 
Maniscalco, is available 
in the Youth Room. Please 
register. 

Melted Crayon Pump-
kin Decorating for YAs, 
Tuesday, October 28, 
4:00 p.m. For middle and 
high school age. Melted 
crayons and white pump-
kins donated by Randall’s 
Farm make a unique, 
no-carving variation on 
pumpkin decorating. 
Please register.

FOR CHILDREN AND 
TEENS

Spooky Candle Mak-
ing for Kids, Thursday, 
October 9, 4:30pm. Ages 
5 & up. Make “candle 
corn” or spooky-themed 
candles, without hot wax 
or fumes! Please register.

Pokemon Club, ev-
ery other Wednesday, 
October 15, 3:30 - 4:45 
p.m. For ages 9-14. Bring 
your cards, Nintendo 
Switch, phone, or tablet 
for Pokemon Go, hand-
held gaming, and trading. 
All trades supervised by 
staff and trades must be of 
equal market value. Please 
register.

Youth Chess Club, ev-
ery other Monday, Octo-
ber 20, 3:30 p.m. For ages 
9-17. All experience levels 
welcome; some instruc-
tion provided. Bring your 
chess set if you have one. 
Please register.

Youth Crochet Club, 
every other Tuesday, Oc-
tober 23, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
For ages 10-17. For be-
ginner to experienced cro-
cheters; supplies provided 
or bring your own. Regis-
tration recommended.

Tween Graphic Novel 
Book Group, Thursday, 
October 23, 5:00 to 5:45 
p.m. Ages 9-13. Dis-
cuss graphic novels, play 
games, and make crafts. 
This month’s graphic 
novel is available in the 
Youth Room. There will 
be snacks! Please register. 

Lego Build Challenge, 
every Wednesday, 12:00 
to 5:00 p.m. Pull a Lego 
Build Challenge Card and 
try to build it with the li-
brary’s Legos, or free 
build just for fun. All cre-
ations will be put on dis-
play in the Youth Room 
for the week. Drop-in.

Friday Online Club, 
every Friday, 3:00 to 4:45 
p.m. For grades 3-8. Play 
Roblox, Minecraft or oth-
er online group games 
at the library. Meet new 
friends or play with old 
ones. Feel free to use one 
of the library Minecraft 
accounts: please sign up 
for your own Roblox or 
other accounts. Please reg-
ister. 

Saturday Online Club, 
every Saturday, noon to 
1:50 p.m. For grades 3-8. 
See description above. 
Please register.

Please see HUBBÅRD, 
Page 12
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Do you have a local event 
or activity to publicize? Please 
send the information as either 
a Word doc or plain (no bold 
text or other formatting) email 
text (no PDFs, please and do 
not use all uppercase (i.e. UP-
PER CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. 
At least two weeks prior to 
the event is encouraged. Send 
your community events to 
theregister@turley.com 

OCTOBER 18
Ludlow High Class of 

1980 Reunion. Saturday, Oct. 
18 from noon - 4:30 p.m. at 
Vanished Valley, 782 Center 
St., Ludlow. Tickets are $40 
per person. Deadline is Oct. 8. 
For tickets email:  01056clas-
sof1980@gmail.com More in-
formation on Facebook page: 
Ludlow High School, Class of 
1980.

UPCOMING
Oct. 24

RAG SHAG PARADE & 
TRUNK OR TREAT - Save 
the date! Parade begins at 
6 p.m. at the Ludlow Town 
Hall!

Nov. 8
St. Nicholas Craft Fair 

at Christ the King Parish, 41 
Warsaw Avenue, Ludlow on 
Nov. 8, 2025. We have many 
talented crafters along with 
Gift Raffles and of course 
50/50 Raffle. This year we 
will be offering a new menu. 
Please come and join us.

Nov. 15
St. Nick’s Christmas Ba-

zaar will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 15 in the Pastoral Center 
at St. Elizabeth Parish in Lud-
low from 9 to 3 p.m. Approx-
imately 40 vendors will sell 
stained glass, primitive decor, 
Avon, and Hockey Associ-
ation items - to name a few.
Great way to start your Christ-
mas shopping.  

 ONGOING
VOLLEYBALL at E 

Street School began Sept. 
16th at 5:30 p.m. They play 
Tuesday and Thursdays. Call 
the Ludlow Senior Center for 
more information 413-583-
3564.

BI-MONTHLY FOOD 
DRIVE AT FIRST CHURCH 

LUDLOW—On the first 
Saturday of each EVEN 
month (February, April, June, 
August,

October, December) First 
Church in Ludlow, 859 Cen-

ter St, collects non-perish-
able foods. From 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., drive through the back 
parking lot. We will take your 
donations out of your car & 
bring them  to  the Commu-
nity Survival Center  to  be 
distributed  to  those in need. 
Bring all food items  to  drop 
off at our next Food Drive on 
June 7, 2025.

CRAFTERS WANTED 
for the Rosary Sodality’s 
Saint Nicholas Craft Fair and 
raffle on Saturday, Novem-
ber 8, 2025 at Christ the King 
Church, 41 Warsaw Avenue, 
Ludlow, MA, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. The cost is a non-refund-
able $40 fee for an 8-ft. table, 
which will be provided by the 
church. To reserve a table or 
for more information contact 
Debbie Martell at 413-547-
8739 or Lorraine Bernier at 
413-519-7658. Light refresh-
ment will be available.

BI-MONTHLY FOOD 
DRIVE On the first Saturday 
of each EVEN month (Febru-
ary, April, June, August, Octo-
ber, December) First Church 
in Ludlow, 859 Center St, 
collects non-perishable foods. 
From 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., drive 
through the back parking lot. 
We will take your donations 
out of your car & bring them 
to the Community Surviv-
al Center to be distributed to 
those inneed.

FREE CLOTHING. Every 
Tuesday from 9 to 11 a.m., 
in the school building located 
behind Crossway Christian 
Church, 2230 Main St., Three 
Rivers. Clothing from baby 
through adult. Current, sea-
sonal clothes in all sizes. Bags 
are provided for easy shop-
ping. For more information 
call Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Hosted 
by the Indian Orchard Citi-
zens Council 3:30-5 p.m. ev-
ery Monday. Free to play with 
great prizes. For more infor-
mation, call 413-209-8240.

CHESS CLUB: Open to 
residents of all surrounding 
communities 5:30 p.m. every 
Tuesday at the Indian Orchard 
Citizens Council, 117 Main 
St. For more information, 
contact the IOCC at 413- 209-
8240 or indianorchardcitizen-
scouncil@gmail.com or stop 
in during operating hours. 
Follow the IOCC on Face-

book and Instagram.
AQUACISE AT THE 

CLUB: The Ludlow Com-
munity Center/Randall Boys 
& Girls Club, at 91 Claudias 
Way, continues to offer Aqua-
cise throughout the week. 
Aquacise is a low-impact, 
full-body workout performed 
in the water to put less stress 
on your joints and muscles 
while building strength. Class-
es are open to all members 
with pool-inclusive member-
ships and do not require prior 
registration. Classes are held 
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
For questions, call 413-583-
2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY 
MEMBERS: The Michael J. 
Dias Support Group meets 
6-7:15 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month 
at Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
Center. Education, resourc-
es, peer support, and hope for 
parents and family members 
coping with a loved one with 
a substance use disorder. Any-
one needing help is welcome 
to attend. Masks are required 
and we will be seated six feet 
apart. For more information, 
call Maureen at 413-563-
6226.

QUABBIN VALLEY 
TWIRLERS If you missed the 
first lessons in the fall, now 
is the time to give yourself 
a gift of dancing enjoyment 
for the coming holiday time. 
Do you want some exercise, 
mental acuity, and lots of fun 
with great people? Try our 
national folk dance, square 
dancing with the Quabbin Val-
ley Twirlers. They dance in 
Belchertown and Ludlow with 
Sunday and Wednesday eve-
nings available. For more in-
formation, call Gloria or Fran 
at 413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A week-
ly Bible study led by Ludlow 
resident Hank Bastos takes 
place at 7 p.m. on Wednes-
days at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more 
information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: 
Volunteer to read, shop or 
walk with a blind or vision 
impaired person in your 
community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
at 1-888-613-2777 for details.

DATEBOOK

DIRECTORY
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow

413-583-8454
S Sunday services 

Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults, 

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens ( 11-18 )
1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  

for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 
from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
 for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)

 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month -11- 12 noon

Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)

 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am

Wednesday No Mass
Thursday 6:00pm

Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm

Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org 
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App

 Wed., October 8 – Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C), Ado-
ration – 8 AM (C) Holy Mother Choir - 5:15 PM (C), 

Cub Scouts – 6 PM (JR), Unlocking the Mysteries of 
the Bible – 6 PM (FLBH),

Thurs., October 9 –Daily Mass -7:30 AM (C), 
Fri., October 10 – Daily Mass– 7:30 AM (C), 

Sat., October 11 – Confessions – 2:30 PM (C), 
Saturday Mass – 4 PM (C) 

Sun., October 12 – Daily Masses at 7:30 AM, 
9:15 AM, 11 AM and 5 PM (C) 

Mon., October 13 - Daily Mass – 7:30 AM (C) 
Tues., October 14 – Daily Mass - 7:30 AM (C),

Spaghetti Supper – 4:30 PM (FLBH/K/F) 
Middle School Youth Ministry – 3:30 PM (JR), 

St Rita Choir – 4 PM.(C), 
Bereavement Support – 6:30 p.m. (ER)

 FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
   859 Center St. Ludlow

    413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times

Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with 
         Grace Union Church, Wilbraham

Call or check Facebook or the website for the 
schedule of worship and events

Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow

Website: www.ludlowfirst.com 

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 

11 a.m. (English)
Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. 
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow

(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs

Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups 
meet at 9:45am

Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS

Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm

AA Group 7pm

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

FOR CHILDREN

Grow, Play and Learn 
Playgroup for 0-2, Thurs-
days, 9:45 - 10:30 a.m.Tar-
geted for children birth to 
age 2 and their caregiv-
ers.  Stories, songs and 
skill building, led by Early 
Childhood Developmental 
specialist Jane Christian of 
Pathways for Parents, guid-
ing caregivers in strength-
ening interactions with their 
child. Program includes cur-
riculum, “Ages and Stages” 
Questionnaire, and resources 
to fit your child’s individual 
needs. Please register. Spon-
sored by Pathways for Par-
ents CFCE.

Grow, Play and Learn 
Playgroup for 2-5, Thurs-
days, 10:45 - 11:30 a.m. Tar-
geted for children 2-5. See 
description above. Please 
register. Sponsored by Path-
ways for Parents CFCE.

Storytime Series for 3-5 
year olds, Mondays, through 
November 10, 10 a.m. Sto-
ries, songs, and games about 
firefighters, teachers, doc-
tors, and other communi-
ty helpers, with a craft and 
snack at the end. Tailored for 
3-5 year olds. Please regis-
ter. No class October 13.

Storytime Series for 
2-3 year olds, Wednesdays, 
through November 5, 10 
a.m. See description above; 
tailored for 2-3 year olds, 

with a free play period at the 
beginning with a craft and 
snack at the end. Please reg-
ister. 

Homeschool Storytime: 
“True Tales”, Wednesdays, 
through November 5, 1:00 - 
1:45 p.m. For ages 5 and up. 
A fun, gently educational 
storytime that uses non-fic-
tion picture books to share 
inspiring stories about real 
people and historical events, 
with a craft or activity at the 
end. Please register. 

Banned Books Week 
Scavenger Hunt, this week!  
All ages. To celebrate Na-
tional Banned Books Week, 
which fights censorship and 
celebrates the freedom to 
read, search the Youth Room 
for books that have been 
censored and learn some 
of the crazy reasons why! 
Drop-in.

Massachusetts Children’s 
Book Award (MCBA) Book 
Group, monthly, begins 
Thursday, October 9, 6:00 - 
6:45pm.

For 4th to 6th graders. 
Kids decide who wins this 
award after reading at least 
5 nominated books. Meet 
to play games, discuss the 
books, which to vote for, and 
eat snacks. Celebrate at the 
last meeting in April with an 
ice cream party sponsored 
by the Friends of the Li-
brary, where we’ll cast our 
votes and pose for photos for 
the newspaper! Please regis-
ter.

Banned Books Week 
Sticker Making, Friday, Oc-
tober 10th, 11:30 am - 3:30 
pm. All ages. Stop by to 
make stickers celebrating 
your right to read! Drop-in.

Saturday Morning Scoo-
by-Doo Sleepover, October 

18th, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. 
Rated G. Wear your pjs and 
bring your stuffie, pillow, 
& blankie for spooky Scoo-
by-Doo cartoons, including 
breakfast munchies! Please 
register. 

Read to a Poodle, ev-
ery other Monday, October 
27, 4:00 - 4:45 p.m. For be-
ginning readers.  Quill the 
poodle will visit the Youth 
Room every other Monday 
and he is a great listener! 
Sign up for a 10-15 min-
ute session. Bring your own 
book, or we can help you 
pick some out. Quill is a reg-
istered Brightspot therapy 
dog. Please register.

Pumpkin Decorating for 
Kids, Thursday, October 30, 
4:00 p.m. For ages 2-10. 
Decorate pumpkins donat-
ed by Randall’s Farm with 
paints, pom-poms, glitter 
and more! Please register. 

Trick or Treat & Scav-
enger Hunt, Friday, October 
31, all day. All ages. Come 
to the Youth Room in cos-
tumeon Halloween to trick-
or-treat, and do a fun scaven-
ger hunt for candy or a prize!

Sing With Me, every 
Tuesday, 10:30 to 11:00 a.m. 
For 0-5s. Interactive, partic-
ipatory music for children 
and their grown-ups with 
favorite children’s songs. It 
takes place on the library 
lawn, but we move inside for 
bad weather. Drop-in.

 
Daily Drop-In Crafts, all 

ages. DIY crafts available in 
the Youth Room daily. New 
craft each week.

HUBBARD from Page 11

Knights sponsor Benefit Dinner to 
support Community Survival Center

WILBRAHAM - The 
Wilbraham Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 10195 will 
sponsor a major fundraising 
benefit dinner to support the 
Community Survival Center 
in Indian Orchard. 

The Survival Center 
helps feed and cloth over 
400 individuals each month 
in Wilbraham, Hampden, 
Ludlow, Indian Orchard 
and 16 Acres. According to 
Executive Director, Cristal 
Turcotte, this year is par-
ticularly impacted by the 

anticipated federal cuts in 
SNAP and the less success-
ful Stamp Out Hunger Food 
Drive by the National As-
sociation Letter Carriers. 
“Our shelves are very bare” 
according to Turcotte, “and 
with the holidays fast ap-
proaching we are asking for 
assistance to help us support 
those in need.”

The benefit dinner will 
be held Saturday Oct. 18 at 
5 p.m. at Saint Cecilia Par-
ish Center, 42 Main Street, 
Wilbraham and will fea-

ture a delicious homemade 
chicken parm Italian dinner 
complete with pasta, salad, 
bread, coffee and cannolis. 
The event will include nu-
merous raffles and musical 
entertainment with sing-a-
longs. 

Tickets are $20  and 
may be purchased by con-
tacting George Reich at 
ticketskoc10195@gmail.
com or may be picked up at 
after Mass in the St. Cecil-
ia rotunda starting on Sept. 
27.

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
24 Water St., Palmer  •  80 Main St., Ware
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ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, pad-
dle feed. Very good condition. Ex-
cellenct source to heat up to 85000 
BTUs. 48” hearth pad included. Rea-
sonable offer. 413-238-5986.

BLAZE KING “PRINCESS” WOOD-
STOVE, $1800. Craftman table saw, joint-
er, planer, Porter cable router with table, Jet 
band saw, Nova wood lathe. Call/text 413-
544-1355 for more details.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
Has tools and supplies for sale. 

Call 413-658-8535.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for
 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes 
guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD.  Cut 
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord 
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE
164 METACOMET ST., BELCHER-
TOWN. OCT. 11 & Oct. 12, 9am-
4pm. Miscellaneous household items, 
books, toys, game, Barbies.

18 FOX RUN LANE, HAMPDEN – 
Furniture,tools, household appliances. 
Sun., Oct. 12 10am-5pm.

LARGE TAG SALE. 
OCT. 11,12,13 – 8AM-4PM
103 MOUNTAIN VIEW ST.,

SOUTH HADLEY. 
Rain or Shine.

Something for everyone including antique 
platters and glassware and much, much 
more for personal use and home, some 
new or gently used.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage electron-
ics, jewelry, coins, watches, military 
cameras, sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, hunt-
ing, advertising, radios, ham radio 
equipment, audio equipment, toys, 
one item or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 200’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road.
Call 413-687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured.

 50 years experience. No job too small. 
Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior,
 exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed 
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

2007 FORD E150 VAN, 86655 mile-
age includes: steel partition door, shelving, 
cabinets, bins/racks, roof racks. Call for info 
413-658-8535.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us! 

RB Enterprises Ludlow, MA  
413-583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New Brain-
tree for the 2025-2026 season. Po-
sitions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard 
Ayer at (508) 867-2451 or email 
hwysecretary@newbraintree.
org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER 
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, 

off-street parking, coin-op laundry,
 $1,500/ mo includes heat. No Pets.

Call Tom 413-896-1555

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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37 38 39 40

Base Price
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$28.50
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Base Price
$29.50
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$30.00
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$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50
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$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00
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$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRY

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON
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DL&G
TREE

Tree  
Removal  

■ 
Structural 
Pruning

■ 
Crane 

Service
■ 

Storm 
Damage

■ 
Stump 

Grinding
■ 

Lot 
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate 
and tree evaluation

DL&G
TREE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED

413-478-4212

DL&G TREEDL&G TREE


