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AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The 
Ludlow Community Center/Ran-
dall Boys & Girls Club, at 91 Clau-
dias Way, continues to offer Aqua-
cise throughout the week.
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By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At this week-
end’s Stuff the Cruiser event, the 
Police Department collected toys 
to donate to the Toys for Tots.

Last Saturday, from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m., police officers and 
members of the Marine Corps. 
stood in the parking lot of Big 
Y to collect donations from res-
idents of unwrapped, brand new 
toys to donate to the Toys for 
Tots fund.

The charity began in Los An-
geles in 1947, when Daine Hen-

dricks tried to donate a Raggedy 
Ann doll to needy children, but 
couldn’t find an organization to 
donate to. Her husband, Major 
Bill Hendricks, USMCR, was 
inspired by his wife and gath-
ered local Marine reservists to 
coordinate to collected approxi-
mately 5,000 toys for local chil-

dren, through collection bins 
placed outside Warner Bros. 
movie theaters.

In addition to officers from 
the town’s Police Department, 
there were also representatives 
from the Marine Corps. and 
Santa Claus that attended the 
event.

Police Stuff a Cruiser with Toys for Tots
Turley photo by Marcelo Gusmão

Corporal John Crabtree, Santa Claus, Isaac Santana, Mark Almeida and Ruby, Geovanny Da Costa, Matthew Cieslak, Corporal Eric Guidmond, 
and Michael Lynch stand in front of the cruiser they filled with donations.

Surprise Them With The 
Gifts They’ll Use!

Scan To View 
Holiday Deals In 

Our Mobile 

442 CENTER ST|  LUDLOW |  (413) 589-0991

OR VISIT US ONLINE AT ROCKYS.COM

Your Gift Giving Destination

Charter Committee meets 
with Town Managers

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – Last week, the 
Charter Committee met with 
Town Managers from around the 
state to discuss the logistics of 
adopting a new charter, and to 
weigh benefits of having a town 
manager over a mayor.

The Committee had previous-
ly agreed on a list of questions to 
be asked of both candidates by 
each committee member. How-
ever, after the meeting, the mem-
ber discussed modifying this 
method to better keep with the 
flow of conversation.

Thomas Christensen, the 
Town Manager of East Long-
meadow, attended the meeting in 
person. After his interview, the 
Committee spoke with Bridge-
water Town Manager Michael 
Dutton via Zoom.

“I worked for many years 
in an Open Town Meeting 
form of government,” Dutton 

said. “When you’re there long 
enough, you really start to see a 
lot of really good policy initia-
tives or really good proposals 
fall by the wayside.

“I saw an incredible number 
of ill-informed decisions being 
made about a lot of long-term 
issues,” Dutton said, “and a lot 
of them had very negative conse-
quences for the community.”

Among the questions the 
Committee asked the Town Man-
agers were questions about how 
the budget process works for 
their town, relations between 
boards, and about residency re-
quirements and how that can cre-
ate a shallow candidate pool.

“Conversely, that’s the thing 
people say to me the most; ‘I’m 
so glad you’re a town guy,’” 
Christensen said. “I’m glad 
too, but if it doesn’t work out 
that way, that doesn’t mean this 
professional isn’t going to care 

Tax Classification Hearing 
with Board of Selectmen

By Marcelo Gusmão
Staff Writer

mgusmao@turley.com

LUDLOW – At last week’s 
Board of Selectmen meeting, 
the Board was treated to a tax 
classification hearing.

The Assessor’s Office rec-
ommended that the town keep 
the classification rate at 100%.

The town’s tax rate is ex-
pected to be $18.09 in 2024, 
which is a $1.42 decrease, or 
7.3%, from last year’s $19.51.

The average single family 
tax bill will increase by $263, 
or 4.9%, going to $5,626 from 
last year’s $5,363.

The commercial tax bill 
will increase by 9.1%, at a total 
of $1,029, going from $11,386 
to $12,415 this year. As the 
commercial and industrial class 
comprises 20.2% of the town’s 
total value, trying to shift any 
of the tax burden from the resi-
dential class to the commercial 
and industrial class would rep-

resent a significant increase to 
those taxes.

The town’s current assess-
ment level is approximately 
95%, with values increasing 
between 9-14%, with the total 
valuation of the town increas-
ing by 13.5%.

New growth increased by 
approximately 80%, from 
$527,172 to $946,700 for Fis-
cal Year 2024. This growth 
was attributed to the industrial 
class, where two new commer-
cial solar installations added 
$19.1 million to the town’s val-
ue. 

The town’s tax levy has in-
creased by $2,603,674, which 
represents a 5.3% increase 
from Fiscal Year 2023, which 
totalled $49,000,325, reaching 
a value of $51,928,939 in Fis-
cal Year 2024.

The Assessor’s office also 
noted that the construction as-

Please see CHARTER
COMMISSION, Page 7
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Climate Controlled Units 
Available

Units & Sizes Available:
Climate Controlled 5x10/10x10

Regular Units 5x10/10x10/10x15/10x20/10x30

Outside Parking Spaces Also 
Available for Boats, RVs, Trailers, Etc.

New Owners

Ludlow author hosts reading at East Meadow Elementary
GRANBY - Local Ludlow children’s 

author Kathy Picard visited East Meadow 
Elementary School on Nov. 30 for a read-
ing to two kindergarten classes and two 
first-grade classrooms. 

The event was held thanks to  Super-
intendent Stephen Sullivan and Principal 
Lisa Desjarlais of East Meadow Elemen-
tary School, according to a press release.

“Seventy-nine  students were im-
pressed with the story and interacting 
with the colorful pages by Illustrator 
Deborah Nicholson,” the press statement 
reads.

Life lessons featured in the book, 
“I love you so much that...” include the 
“why’s”  of asking to brush one’s teeth, 
paying attention to a teacher in school, 
going outside to play, eating vegetables, 
and more.

“The children had the opportunity to 
share their favorite vegetables/fruits, [and] 
share the chores they do around the house 
to help out the adults in their family,” the 
press statement reads. “Talking about the 
importance of keeping them even safer by 
not talking to a stranger. To ask an adult 
if it’s okay to go with someone they may 
not know. When Kathy asked them the 
important question, ‘if a stranger said I 
have lots and lots of money and lots and 
lots of candy, would you help me find my 
lost puppy?’ Every single child said no. 
So important, and these children all know 
the right answer.”

According to reports, the children said 
their favorite part of the story was “seeing 
Abby, Kathy’s mini schnauzer, on the pag-
es.” Abby “paw signs” each book given.

“They also liked Dr. Abair, the bicycle 
page, [and] bear brushing teeth,” the press 
statement reads.

Picard gave each child a toothbrush 

and paw stickers. The teachers of the four 
classes were given materials to do a “pa-
per plate teddy bear pouch” with the chil-
dren when time permits.

Picard authored the first edition in 
2021, followed by a second edition later 
in 2021 to include activity pages to “en-
gage young minds through repetition and 
retention so the story’s heartfelt message 
remains with them.”

“It includes questions, color, scrib-
ble, draw and interact with the images on 
these pages,” the author released.

In June 2023, the story was put into an 
Interactive & Bilingual (Spanish/English) 
version. This children’s book is also list-
ed as an educational resource by organi-
zations  such as Childhelp  and the  Mas-
sachusetts Citizens for Children. It’s also 
listed on  ChildUSA, a non-profit organi-
zation in Pennsylvania, as a resource for 
parents and teachers, according to the au-
thor.

“Kathy has read her book to  schools 
in Chicopee, Ludlow, and Springfield. 
Daycare centers in Chicopee, Granby, 
and South Hadley. YMCA’s and Boys and 
Girls Clubs, Lupa Zoo, Lower Pioneer 
Valley Educational Collaborative in West 
Springfield, Book Clubs and Correctional 
Facilities,” the press statement adds. “Her 
long-term goal is to give each child the 
opportunity to have this educational, lov-
ing book in their home library.”

The books can be found on Amazon, 
libraries including the Granby Public 
Library, or directly purchased through 
Picard and for a limited time at Sapows-
ky Farms in Granby, Wilbraham Flowers 
in Wilbraham, and Beautiful You Salon in 
Ludlow.

Contact Picard at  Kathychildadvo-
cate@gmail.com or 413-575-4674.

Submitted Photo

Kathy Picard of Ludlow, middle, joined first-grade teacher April Johnson, right, and a 
teacher helper at East Meadow School in Granby.

Henry’s Jewelry Store

208 Main Street, Indian Orchard
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30-5:00 • Sat. 9:30-4:00

543-1891

This fun, playful & unique new stone is 
the perfect gift for evey woman

in your life! It’s a salt & pepper granite 
with little blue azurite spheres nestled 

within. The polished stones
are set in sterling silver, every piece 

uniquely different.

Available in pendants, rings and earrings.
A magical new world gem as only Mother Nature can do!
Mined in Pakistan the rock is referred to as K2 Granite.

You must see these in person!

Maine Blueberry Stone! Exclusively at
Omission

LUDLOW – Celebrate the Christ-
mas season with the big band sounds of 
the 19-piece Heritage “Pops” Orchestra 
with vocals by Ann Maggs on Dec. 15 
at the Polish American Citizens Club on 
355 East St. 

The event includes hors d’oeuvres 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m., a grand buffet din-

ner by John Diotalevi at 6:30 p.m. and 
dessert. Music and dancing will occur 
from 7-10 p.m. Advance tickets cost 
$25 per person and are available at the 
PACC bar or by calling Bob at 413-636-
7588 or calling Paul at 413-800-4164. 
There will be a giant wood dance floor, 
a cash bar and a 50/50 raffle.

Heritage ‘Pops’ Orchestra Christmas 
Party Dinner and Dance

Friend of the Friends!
By Peter Ouimette

President of the Friends 
of the Ludlow Public Library

‘Tis the season to be kind & gener-
ous, so try your luck & support a worthy 
cause, the Friends of the Library.

The Friends of the Library’s Win-
ter Raffle Basket event has begun at the 
Hubbard Memorial Library.

Whenever you check out books, you 
can also check out the baskets on display 
in the lobby. Please visit the library to 
enter the raffle. 

Entries are $5 for two tickets, $10 for 
five tickets, and the drawing will be be-
fore Christmas, on Dec. 21, story time

Bring cash or check to the great and 

helpful library staff.
You are receiving this message be-

cause you were kind enough to partic-
ipate in last year’s raffle: thank you for 
your past generosity. The Friends of the 
Library appreciate you.

This is the library’s biggest fundraiser 
of the year, and they hope you will help 
us make this year’s raffle even more suc-
cessful than last year’s. We know you 
love the library, so please show your li-
brary a little love.

Just head to the Hubbard Memorial 
Library with cash or a check, browse the 
baskets and items, complete your tickets, 
and put your ticket in the corresponding 
ticket container. The library look forward 
to your participation.

WILBRAHAM – The Wilbraham 
Men’s Glee Club will begin rehearsals 
for the 2024 concert season on Monday 
evening, Jan. 8, 2024, at Christ The 
King Lutheran/Episcopal Church, Wil-
braham at 7 p.m. Rehearsals will con-
tinue each Monday thereafter at Christ 

The King Lutheran/Episcopal Church 
at 7 p.m. until local performances in 
late April.  

Interested singers should be able to 
“carry a tune” and be willing to pay a 
nominal fee for sheet music. No audi-
tion is required. Hope to see you there!

Wilbraham Men’s Glee Club to begin rehearsals

Paul R. Baird Middle School’s 
Term 1 honor roll recently pub-
lished in the paper inadvertently left 
the name of Term 1 Honors 2028 

student Elina J. Wright from the 
list.

 The Register apologizes for this 
oversight. 
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631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54 
LUDLOW • 589-7071 • www.randallsfarm.net
OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM – 5PM

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY  7AM – 8PM

 Find us on  Facebook  and YouTube

ALWAYS FRESH AT 

THE BEST FRESH FOR 
YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Ready For Pick Up or Delivery
Call 413-589-7071 

New England Specialties, 
Italian Gourmet Baskets,

Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets, 
Chocolate Lovers, 

Breakfast Bonanzas, 
Entertainments & MORE!

Spectacular
Poinsettias
“NOT JUST RED”

Gourmet Gift BasketsGourmet Gift Baskets

 

All Sizes & Colors 
In Decorative Containers Too!

FANTASY BLUE 
Glittered & Glamorous

Holiday Cactus SpecialHoliday Cactus Special

Beautiful Fresh Beautiful Fresh 
Flower ArrangementsFlower Arrangements
With Long Lasting EvergreensWith Long Lasting Evergreens

Christmas Tree Christmas Tree 
OrnamentsOrnaments

Buy One Get One Half Price
Featuring Snowflakes, 

Snowmen & Cardinal Themes

Holiday WinesHoliday Wines
MIX N’ MATCH ~ 

Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%Buy 6 Bottles Save 10%
GREAT SELECTION!

Local Wines, Sparkling Wines,
Imported &  Domestic Varietals

Gluten Free Holiday Foods
Fresh & In Our Freezer Section

Great Selection of Fruit Pies, 
Cupcakes, Cheesecakes & MORE

LAST DAY TO ORDER 
ChristmasChristmas

Bakery & HolidayBakery & Holiday
Catering OrdersCatering Orders

Tuesday, December 19th

Budded & Blooming 
6-inch pots $12.99

Easy Care, Long Lasting

Featuring Cardinals, 
Candles & 

Candy Canes

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

John’s Corner
204 1/2 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056

413-583-8324 Take Out Available
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 6:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Breakfast & Lunch
FRESH HOME COOKING!

Installs • Change Outs
Duct Work • Mini Splits • Repair Service

Residential & Commercial

413-335-7530

All Air HVACAll Air HVAC
❄

 Submitted photo

The 2023 Super 60 Award (Give Back category), presented by Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce.

LUDLOW- The Springfield Re-
gional Chamber has announced 
Pioneer Valley Financial Group as 
a 2023 Super 60 Award winner in 
their newest Give Back category.

For over 30 years, the Super 60 
Awards have honored the accom-
plishments of excellent business-
es that call the Greater Springfield 
Area home. In addition to the tra-
ditional categories of Revenue and 
Growth, the Super 60 program was 
reimagined and expanded to include 
Start-Up, Non-Profit, and Give Back 
categories to celebrate additional 
measures of success.

The Give Back category recog-
nizes companies that give back to 
the community, emphasizing the 

impact of their charitable work and 
employee engagement in their ef-
forts.

As a four-time Super 60 Award 
winning recipient, PV Financial has 
demonstrated a significant financial 
impact on the region, being honored 
in the Growth and Revenue category 
in 2022 and the Growth category in 
2019 and 2015. 

“Being recognized in the Spring-
field Chamber’s newest Give Back 
category speaks volumes to our 
company’s mission of helping our 
clients and community live better,” 
said Managing Partner, Edward 
Sokolowski.

Since 2002, PV Financial has 
provided a comprehensive, relation-

ship-focused approach to financial 
planning. Over two decades later, 
the financial firm has grown expo-
nentially in the size of their clien-
tele and team. What hasn’t changed 
is their unrelenting commitment 
to providing first-rate service and 
guidance, while continually giving 
back to our community.

This award recognizes busi-
nesses that made significant contri-
butions to local communities and 
organizations.  It is not specific to 
financial services and does not im-
ply an endorsement, recommenda-
tion, or reflect the performance of 
the Advisor.

For more information, visit 
https://tinyurl.com/ywhjvmep.

Pioneer Valley Financial Group
recognized for community service

We don’t only 

work here, 

we live here 

too!

(413) 610-1122 • Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow

pmarta@martalawoffices.com

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

WFOL membership is a gift that keeps on giving
WILBRAHAM – The Wilbra-

ham Friends of the Library would 
like to remind residents that a mem-
bership to the WFOL is a gift that 
gives back all year long.

Memberships start at $15, fit ev-
eryone and don’t end up in a clos-
et waiting to be re-gifted. The funds 
collected from membership fees go 
to  the Wilbraham Public Library to 
support programs for all ages, the 

popular museum pass program, fur-
nishings and other needed library 
equipment.

What does the gift recipient 
get from a membership? Knowing 
that you  care enough about the li-
brary they use to help support it. 
When they  check out a museum 
pass, they will think of you. When 
they attend a musical or education-
al program, they will think of you. 

Maybe they will even invite you to 
join them!

To purchase a gift mem-
bership, drop by the library or 
email  friends@wilbrahamlibrary.
org. A card notifying the recipient 
of the gift will be sent to them.

For more information, contact 
the Friends at  friends@wilbraham-
library.org.
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    Our First
Big Event of 2024!

Visit us at Ludlowma250.org

First Night
Saturday, February 24, 2024

(SNOW DATE: FEBRUARY 25, 2024) 
Ludlow High School, 500 Chapin St.

The Kick-Off Celebration of Ludlow’s 250th Year!
Beginning at 11 a.m. A full day of fun & festivities.

• Presentations & never before seen pictures 
from Ludlow Historians.

• Local Food & Restaurant vendors.
• Fire pits with S’mores & Hot Cocoa

• Ice Carving demonstrations
• Snowman & snow sculpture contests

• Special visit from Elsa & Anna
• Fireworks after sundown.

And so much more! Something for all ages!

Follow us on Facebook ludlowma250

The Polish American Citizens Club of Ludlow
355 East Street, Ludlow

featuring The Skidmarks
Champagne & Pastries

at midnight
Party Favors & Cash Bar

Bring your own food
Sunday, December 31st

       Doors Open 6:00pm
          Band Starts at 8:00 pm

$20 per person advanced purchase
 $25 per person at the door

ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE PACC BAR

For Information Call Clair 413-537-5533

NEW YEAR’S EVE
Celebration

             

PET OF THE 
WEEK
TOMMY

This is Tammy LaFortune’s 
Bengal boy, Tom. He is a 
great boy.

LUSO FCU in Ludlow, Wilbraham, 
collecting toys for families in need

Submitted photo

(L to R): Ana Parrelli, VP of Business Development; Jennifer Calheno, president & 
CEO; Celia Fernandes, community relations/executive assistant and Jennifer Lopez, 
marketing director, volunteering to cook “Meals from the Heart” at the Ronald 
McDonald House in Springfield last month. Photo courtesy of LUSO Federal Credit 
Union

LUDLOW -- The holidays are here, 
and LUSO Federal Credit Union’s holi-
day elves are hard at work to bring some 
holiday cheer to Western Massachusetts 
with a Toy Drive to benefit Ronald Mc-
Donald House of Springfield.

Now through Dec. 16, drop off your 
new, unwrapped toy at a LUSO Federal 

Credit Union branch in Ludlow or Wil-
braham, and you’ll be entered to win a 
holiday gift card wreath valued at $250.

 For more information about LUSO’s 
upcoming holiday events (including a 
visit with Santa Claus on Saturday, De-
cember 9th), visit www.lusofederal.com/
events.
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Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center 

 

LUDLOW— Even amid the hol-
iday season, the calendar is packed 
with many fitness programs, entertain-
ment, education sessions, and more. 
Reserve a lunch in the Center’s beauti-
ful dining room complete with coffee, 
tea, and dessert by calling a day in ad-
vance at 413-583-3564 (call Friday for 
lunch on Monday). 

For full program and activity de-
scriptions and general information 
about what a senior center is and does 
go to: Ludlow.ma.us. Seniors can also 
“like” the Ludlow Senior Center on 
Facebook. A paper copy of the Senior 
Scene newsletter is available at the 
Center.

Activities Calendar:
Please register in advance for items 

with*

Thursday, Dec. 14
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10:30 a.m. Friends of Senior Cen-

ter Meeting
10:30 a.m. Sen. Oliveira Office 

Hour
12:30 p.m. Hearing Clinic*
1 p.m. Mahjong
1 p.m. Writers Block*
1:30 p.m. Do-Ra-Mi Concert
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

Friday, Dec. 15
8:45 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
9 a.m. Reiki*
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Blood Pressure Check
10:30 a.m. Trivia
1 p.m. Guidance by Li Grief Sup-

port*
1 p.m. Ceramics
1 p.m. Health Bones & Balance 

Class*
1 p.m. Magic Class

Monday, Dec. 18
9 a.m. Knitting
10 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10:30 a.m. Rep. Saunders Office 

Hour
1 p.m. Better Together*
1 p.m. Scrabble
1:15 p.m. Pitch
1:30 p.m. Watercolor Pencil Class*
2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, Dec. 19
9 a.m. Quilting
 9 a.m. Line Dancing 
10 a.m. Cribbage 

10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga  
12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Check
1 p.m. Western Dance Lessons
1 p.m. Brown Bag Pick Up*
1:30 p.m. Bingo
5 p.m. Movie: Christmas Vacation 

(1989)
5:30 p.m. Power Pump Class*
5:30 p.m. Volleyball at East Street 

School

Wednesday, Dec. 20
9 a.m. Ceramics 
9 a.m. Zumba Gold
10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Bal-

ance Class*
12 p.m. Lunch & Learn
1 p.m. Movie: Christmas Vacation 

(1989)
1 p.m. Healthy Bones & Balance 

Class*
1:30 p.m. TED Talk

Thursday, Dec. 21
8:30 a.m. Foot Care*
9 a.m. Tai Chi
9:30 a.m. Dominos
10 a.m. Sunshine Painting Class*
1 p.m. Mahjong
2:30 p.m. Active Yoga

*PLEASE register for Boomer 
Boot Camp, Hearing Clinic, Healthy 
Bones & Balance, Writers Block, Foot 
Care and other programs as noted by 
calling 583-3564

Daily Events:
Café: Monday – Friday 8-11 a.m.
Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8 

a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday 

Walking Club: Monday – Friday 7 
a.m. and 8 a.m., leaving from the park-
ing lot.

Menu:
Thursday, Dec. 14: Birthday 

Lunch, Baked Ham/Sweet Pot./Veg.
Friday,Dec. 15: Corn Chowder/

Tuna Finger Sand./Chips
Monday, Dec. 18: Crab Cake/On-

ion Rings/Power Salad 
Tuesday, Dec. 19: Taco Salad 
Wednesday, Dec. 20: Lunch & 

Learn, Ziti w/Meat Sauce/Garlic Bread
Thursday, Dec. 21: Pulled Pork 

Sand./Sweet Pot. Fries/Cucumber Sal-
ad

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by 
calling a day ahead. Call Friday to re-
serve lunch on Monday. 

For allergy concerns, call the Se-
nior Center to ask about ingredients at 
413-583-3564.

358 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA  |  413-527-0517

Providing real estate transactions and services, including:
Leasing and landlord-

tenant matters

Short sales

Title research
and correction

www.legacycounsellors.com

Purchases, refinances,
sales, home equity loans

Real estate nominee trusts

Purchase and leasing
of commercial property

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Acacio serrazina
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio
Chimneys, Walls and

Other Masonry Specialties

Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Ludlow Register

Sheriff  swears in academy-trained 
correctional officer

PAXTON — On Friday, Dec. 1, 
Worcester County Sheriff Lew Evan-
gelidis administered the Correctional Of-
ficers Oath to the 26 graduating recruits 
of the Sheriff’s Office’s 60th Basic Re-
cruit Training Academy in Zecco Audi-
torium at Anna Maria College. Among 
the twenty-six graduates was Officer 
Christopher Alexander Clarke of Lud-
low.

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has demonstrated a strong commit-
ment to ensuring the public safety of the 
cities and towns in Worcester County. 
The department recognizes the impor-
tance of having a team that is represen-
tative of the community it serves. The 
graduates of B.R.T.A. #60 are a highly 
qualified and diverse group of recruits, 
each bringing unique skills and experi-
ences to their new roles as correctional 
officers. These officers hail from sixteen 
different towns across Massachusetts, 
and many of them are veterans or reserv-
ists. B.R.T.A. #60 is the largest gradu-
ating class the department has had since 
2017.

The Sheriff’s Office Academy is a 
paid full-time 12-week program that 
teaches recruits how to handle and main-
tain the care, custody, and control of 
inmates at the Worcester County Jail & 

House of Correction. The program in-
cludes both classroom and hands-on in-
struction, covering important topics such 
as de-escalation, duty to intervene, fire 
safety, defensive tactics, first respond-
er training, suicide prevention, mental 
health, and substance abuse. In the class-
room, recruits learn about these topics, 
while hands-on training includes physi-
cal fitness, CPR/first responder, firearms, 
skid school, and many other scenar-
io-based exercises.

“The recruits of the B.R.T.A. #60 
have just completed 12 weeks of rigor-
ous training and will now join the ranks 
of our full-time staff behind the walls 
of the Worcester County Jail and House 
of Correction,” said Evangelidis. “This 
class has demonstrated great strength 
and resiliency as they have navigated the 
academy. They represent the upcoming 
generation of correctional officers who 
will undoubtedly carry forward our mis-
sion to serve, protect, and foster a better 
and safer community for all.”

The Worcester County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is accepting applications for its 61st 
Basic Recruit Training Academy, which 
will begin in March 2024. To learn more 
about what it takes to be a correction-
al officer, please visit www.Worcester-
CountySheriff.com/Careers.

Submitted Photo 

Ofc. Clarke receives his diploma from Worcester County Sheriff Lewis Evangelidis.
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OPINION

Why Gen Z
Supports Palestine

Since the October 7th attack that Hamas di-
rected, tensions around the planet have grown. 
While mainstream media supports the United 
States’ alliance with Israel, generation Z is get-
ting their information elsewhere and has come 
to different opinions. 

Two names keep appearing online as the 
war rages on. Bisan Owda and Motaz Azaiza. 
These young reporters have made it their duty 
to stay in the Gaza Strip to report what is hap-
pening firsthand; what they have shared so far 
is beyond shocking.

Owda wasn’t always a wartime journalist. 
Before the war, she grew up and worked in 
the Gaza Strip as a media influencer, spread-
ing the culture and beauty of her home, Pales-
tine. However, since the Oct. 7 attacks, she has 
transformed her social media pages into a war-
time archive. 

“This is Bisan from Gaza, we are still 
alive,” says Owda at the start of each video. 
From there she interviews mothers, fathers, and 
children about where they came from, what has 
happened to their homes, and what they think 
may happen next.

“My 40-day-old daughter was killed,” a 
mother tells Owda in Arabic, through tears, 
as she explains how the Israeli Defense Force 
bombed the mother’s neighborhood while they 
were sleeping. 

“I was supposed to bring my boots, but 
I left them at home. I only brought two dolls 
with me, and I’ve been in these clothes for 
a long time,” explained a little girl to Owda. 
Bombs and gunfire can be heard in the back-
grounds of almost all of Owda’s posts, show-
casing just how close the conflict is to the mass 
groups of Palestinian civilians. 

While Owda highlights the emotional and 
physical challenges those who have survived 
the massacres endured, Azaiza highlights just 
how destructive this war has become.

On Dec. 6, Azaiza posted a video just over 
a minute that truly captured what the IDF is do-
ing to civilian neighborhoods. 

At first, the video begins with Azaiza say-
ing, “Another air strike on my street,” and then 
shows him and others running around try-
ing to help those who are injured. The video 
is extremely graphic and shows many bodies 
that are injured, deceased, or halfway between 
both. We see a man on the ground, surrounded 
by blood and body parts. We see a bright red 
blanket on the ground, strikingly out of place. 
When Azaiza removes the cover, an ashed body 
is shown to be underneath. Azaiza quickly re-
coils and moves to the next area he is being 
called toward. In just a few shots we see many 
deceased children, their small bodies reduced 
to rubble and ash, their skin turned gray from 
debris. 

When Azaiza reaches the area he is being 
called toward, we see a little girl who is badly 
injured. Thankfully, her screams of agony let 
them know she was still alive, so they moved to 
the next area.

Shot after shot of corpses. A shot of a man 
trying to pull his neighbor out of the rubble by 
his hand, only to realize that the hand was no 
longer attached to anything. Bodies stuck in 
trees, bodies stuck in debris. 

Similar to Owda’s videos, gunshots and 
bombs can be heard in the background of 
Azaiza’s posts. There is even a video of the 
IDF shooting directly at him and his press col-
leagues.

Even with these brave reporters showing 
the world firsthand what is happening in Gaza, 
world leaders seem to be holding back. 

Gen Z supports a free Palestine because we 
support people, not governments. Gen Z sup-
ports a free Palestine because we have seen 
dead babies while we check our phones in the 
bathrooms. We have seen how people were left 
to die, killed in their sleep, and given no chance 
to fight. The actions of a few should not result 
in the punishment of many. According to NPR, 
Gaza is home to more than 2.3 million chil-
dren, almost half of the population. That is 2.3 
million little boys and girls who will never get 
to grow up and have a normal life. Some never 
got to grow up at all. Gen Z supports a free Pal-
estine because, in our eyes, no one else will. 

Carly Phaneuf

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 
words or less in length. No unsigned 
or anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter writers to 
include his or her town of residence 
and home telephone number. We 
must authenticate authorship prior to 
publication. 

We reserve the right to edit or 
withhold any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain unsubstantiated 
allegations, personal attacks, 
defamation of  character and offensive 
language. 

All unknown or alleged facts and 
quotations offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased sources. 

Send letters to: The Register, 
24  Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or 

email mharrison@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions 

is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Readers, local merchants,  

institutions, municipalities, non-profit 
groups, and civic organizations are 
strongly encouraged to send The 
Register  your hometown news and 
photos. News items and press releases 
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND 
pasted directly into the email message 
screen. 

Please send photo captions 
identifying all subjects in your image(s) 
from left to right. 

We need first and last name, 
hometown, title if applicable, and a 
brief description of what subjects are 
doing in the photo. Email uncorrected, 
raw, RGB color digital photos at highest 
resolution directly off your camera to 
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are 
encouraged to send in news  about 
upcoming fundraising or other calendar 
events at least three weeks before the 
event.

If you are having difficulty with  a 
press release or need help, please call  
(413) 283-8393.

To send submissions by regular 
post, mail to: The Register, 24  Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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GUEST COLUMN

Fox sparrow

I received an email last month from a 
Brimfield resident who reported an acquain-
tance from Hardwick had a fox sparrow and 
pine siskin in his yard recently. 

The fox sparrow is a large sparrow, seven 
inches. It has rufous sneaking on a gray 
head and back, whitish underparts and bold-
ly streaked with brown or rufous. It has an 
irregular central dot on its breast and a red-
dish brown rump and tail. 

These sparrows feed on the ground 
with seeds, fruits and insects making up its 
diet. They often jump forward and back to 
remove debris from the ground to uncover 
food. They come to feeders eating the seeds 
scattered on the ground by other birds.

The female lays four to six light blue, 
green eggs with darker marks in a cupcake 
nest if grasses, lichens and leaves lined with 
grasses, fur and rootlets. It is placed on the 
ground under a small tree or shrub. Their 
song is a series of clear melodious whistles 
and is more melodic than most sparrows. 

Loon life span
In the Loon Preservation Committee 

newsletter, they discussed the loon life span. 
“How long do loons live?” is one of the 

most common questions that LPC biologists 
are asked.

The two oldest known loons in the world 
breed in Michigan, at the Seney Wildlife 
Refuge. They used to be a pair, however, 
in recent years they have gone their sepa-
rate ways. The male’s exact age is known 
because he was banded the year that he 
hatched. The female’s exact age is unknown 
because she was banded as an adult, howev-
er, we know her minimum age. This summer, 
the female was at least 37 years old, while 
the male turned 36 years old. 

New Hampshire has a male loon who was 
banded as an adult in 2000, making him at 
least 26 years old In addition to his advanced 
age, he has another claim to fame: he is the 
only loon, so far, in New Hampshire that has 
produced chicks after surviving lead poison-
ing. 

The oldest known loon in New 
Hampshire is a female, who occupies a ter-
ritory on Lake Umbagog. She was originally 
banded as an adult in 1993. Because she was 
banded as an adult, we don’t know her exact 
age. We only know for sure that she was at 
least three years old in 1993. However, loons 
don’t hatch chicks, on average, until they are 
6 years old, and this loon hatched chicks the 
year she was banded. That means she was 
likely 6 years old or older in 1993. She is at 
minimum 33 years old, but more likely 36 
or older.  

Decrease in bird activity
I received an email from a man who said 

this year he has a very noticeable decrease in 
bird population. 

He reports he has a male and female bob-
cat and squirrels, rabbits and chipmunks have 
disappeared. He said “maybe that’s part of 
it.” He said he started to leave one feeder out 
overnight testing to see if there are still bears 
about. Here’s hoping they have all gone into 
hibernation.

Bird club
A Brimfield resident emailed, “On Nov. 

30 I took part in a project for the bird club 
and afterwards we 

went to Forest Park in Springfield and 
saw a black duck, a chilly looking great blue 
heron, a hermit thrush and several gold-
en-crowned kinglets.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.
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To register for programs or find 
out more information, visit hubbard-
library.org, or call (413) 583-3408. 
Weather-related announcements for 
outdoor events will be made on the li-
brary’s Facebook page the morning of 
the program.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, 
TH, 9-8, S 9-1. Closed Sundays and 
holidays.

FOR ALL AGES

Free Tech Help. 
Call us at 413-583-3408x114 to 

book an hour long appointment.  We 
can help you with your laptop, smart-
phone, or tablet. By appointment only, 
please no drop-ins.

Free Streaming Services Avail-
able! 

Use your Hubbard Memori-
al Library library card to access our 
streaming services, Hoopla & Kano-
py. They’re compatible with Android, 
Apple, Roku, AppleTV, Chromecast, 
and more. If you are a Ludlow res-
ident with a Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary library card and the Libby app, 
you’ve already got access to Kanopy 
in the app! Hoopla provides movies, 
TV shows, music, eAudiobooks & eB-
ooks, while Kanopy focuses on films, 
TV shows, and documentaries. Both 
have a version for kids. Why pay for 
a streaming service when you can get 
two for free with your library card?

FOR ADULTS

Calling artists and more! 
The Hubbard Memorial Library 

in Ludlow is seeking local artists, 
craftspeople and collectors who 
would like to display their wares in 
the library’s display case.  Exhibits 
remain in place for one month.  The 
display case measures 70 inches long 
by 42 inches high by 11 inches deep, 
and has shelves which can be adjust-
ed or removed to fit different sized 
items. For more information, or to 
arrange a showing, please contact the 
library at 583-3408 Ext. 114 during 

normal library hours. 

Happy Hour Book Club, last 
Thursday of the month (12/28), 
6:30-7:45 p.m.

This month’s book is “Looking For 
Jane” by Heather Marshall. This nov-
el is perfect for fans of Kristin Han-
nah and Jennifer Chiaverini. Pick up 
a copy of the book at the Circulation 
Desk. New members are welcome!

FOR TEENS

Nintendo Switch Night, every 
other Tuesday (12/12 & 12/26), 6:00-
8:00 p.m. 

Play Mario Kart, Smash Bros, or 
other Nintendo Switch games. For 
6th-12th graders, space is limited to 
16 people, please register.

Anime Club, every Tuesday, 
3:30-5:00 p.m. Meet each week to 
watch & talk about anime, eat snacks, 
& try out your cosplay. Please register. 

The ‘Fellowship of the Pages’ 
Tween Graphic Novel Book Discus-
sion Group, Every Thursday, 4:30-
5:30 p.m. Meet each week to dis-
cuss graphic novels, eat snacks, play 
games, and make friends. This month 
the group is reading “Awkward” by 
Svetlana Chmkova, copies of which 
are available in the Youth Room. 
Please register.

Dungeons & Dragons High 
School Adventure Ensemble, Fri-
days 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

This group is for experienced high 
school players and has room for 1 
more player this fall. Please register.

The Read Between the Lines 
High School Book Group discuss-
es “The Holiday Swap” by Maggie 
Knox, Friday December 22, 3:00-
4:00 p.m.

 Book chat and snacks for ages 14 
& up. Copies of the book are available 
in the Youth Room. Registration pre-
ferred.

FOR CHILDREN & TEENS

Drop-In Holiday Card Making, 
Holiday card making supplies will 

be set up in the Youth Room until 
Christmas. 

Pokemon Club, Mondays 3:30-
5:00 p.m.  

For 7 & up. Trading, dueling, & 
gaming on handhelds, phones, or Nin-
tendo Switch. Please have your name 
on everything you bring to the club. 
Please register.

Minecraft Club, Wednesdays, 
3:00-4:45 p.m. 

Minecraft players of all skill levels 
can bring their own devices, or may 
use one of the library’s eight comput-
ers to build, play & create. For upper 
elementary & up. Drop-in.

Massachusetts Children’s Book 
Award Book Group for 4th-6th 
Grade, Thursday December 14th, 
5:45pm - 6:30 p.m. 

4th-6th graders across the state 
are the ones to decide who wins this 
award after reading at least 5 of the 
nominated books. Meet with Youth 
Services Librarian July each month 
for 45 fun minutes to discuss, decide, 
play games, and share snacks. Ev-
eryone who has read at least 5 of the 
books by April 15th will cast their 
vote, celebrate with an ice cream par-
ty, and be featured in an article in the 
Register! Please register.

Duckie Soap Making, Thursday, 
December 7, 5:00-6:00 p.m., 

Make soap out of safe, non-toxic 
ingredients with a rubber duckie on 
top! Due to insurance reasons, this 
program is strictly for ages 8 & up. 
Since the soap can get hot, a parent or 
guardian must be present for children 
under the age of 10 to lend a helping 
hand. Please register.

Roblox Club, Fridays 3:30-4:45 
p.m.

 Meet new friends or play with old 
ones while playing Roblox; the library 
will help match kids up according to 

age and game types. For ages 8+.

“Our Favorites” Scavenger 
Hunt, Friday, December 8, 9:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m., 

Which children’s books do your li-
brary staff love?  Find them all on dis-
play throughout the Youth Room and 
win a prize - and maybe check out a 
few books as well!

FOR CHILDREN

Daily Drop-In Crafts, 
All ages.  DIY crafts available 

in the Youth Room Daily.  New craft 
each week.

Little Picassos, Tuesdays in De-
cember starting December 5 & 12 & 
19, 3:30 p.m.  

Ages 3-6 will make recycled art 
projects that support skills needed for 
school readiness; fine motor, imagi-
nation, following directions, tuning 
into language, & early math concepts.  
Sponsored by Pathways for Parents. 
Please register. 

Sing With Me, Tuesdays 10:30-
11:00 a.m. 

 For ages 0-5. Join Youth Services 
Librarian July for 30 minutes of fa-
vorite children’s songs & movement. 
Drop-in.

Lego Build Challenge, Wednes-
days 12:00-5:00 p.m. 

Pull a Lego Build Challenge Card 
and try to build it with the library’s 
Legos, or free build just for fun. All 
creations will be put on display in the 
Youth Room for the week. Drop-in.

December Grow, Play and 
Learn, Thursdays in December, 
10:00-11:00 a.m.  

For ages 0-5. Come join us for sto-
ries, songs and skill building, led by 
Kelly Castor, Early Childhood Devel-
opmental specialist, who will guide 
caregivers in strengthening interac-
tions with their children. Sponsored by 
Pathways for Parents.  Please register. 
Registration for the December group 
is also open. 

What’s Happening at Hubbard Memorial Library?

about your community because they don’t 
live there.”

As an example, Christensen joked that 
his predecessor in East Longmeadow lived 
in Springfield and “could have gotten to 
town faster than me.”

Christensen talked about East Long-
meadow’s charter change, and how the 
town’s government has continued to re-
view the charter to iron out any chang-
es that have cascaded from changing the 
town’s form of government.

“We’re still finding things that we 
didn’t realize were going to be impacted 
by this change in government, that’s been 
difficult,” Christensen said. “The recodifi-
cation took us 18 months of meeting twice 
a week to try to pour through every page 
to find out what referenced this and what 

referenced that.”
Dutton was asked to compare the role 

of Town Manager to that of a Town Ad-
ministrator.

“If you’re operating in a city form of 
government, a Council/Manager form of 
government, the Town Manager usually 
has much more authority and responsibil-
ity spelled out in the charter, which is the 
case with Bridgewater,” Dutton said.

After the conclusion of both inter-
views, the Committee members praised 
the wealth of knowledge both managers 
provided.

The Committee hopes to speak with 
some local mayors at an upcoming meet-
ing, to compare the two forms of govern-
ment.

The Charter Committee meets on the 
first and third Thursday of every month, 
and will hold their next meeting at 6 p.m. 
on Dec. 21.

sociated with the Mills Project will likely 
lead to increased value next year.

“I’ve never been a fan of robbing Peter 
to pay Paul,” Selectman Manny Silva said. 
“I’m worried at what we’re doing. We are 
leaving $20 in excess levy capacity. Each 
and every year, we’re taxing to the brink.”

Silva warned that these tax rates will 
eventually reach a breaking point, and 
recommended that the Board find ways to 
reduce spending and “tighten their belts,” 
in the hopes of lowering taxes in coming 
years.

“That’s about a $2.6 million increase 
in the budget,” Selectman Tony Goncalves 
said, adding that the School Department 
has requested $2.5 million, for comparison.

“All our insurance benefits, all those 
costs this year are going up 3-4%,” Gon-
calves said. “Our hands are a little bit 
tied on ‘let’s not spend it,’ because every-
body’s coming at us from all directions.”

During the meeting, some residents 
complained about the increased tax bur-
den, but the Selectmen maintained that in 
order to keep up with rising costs, there 
was little they could do to reduce the tax 
rate.

CHARTER COMMISSION 
from Page 1

SELECTMEN from Page 1

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
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INDIAN ORCHARD -- There will 
be a fozen  Polish Food Sale of  Piero-
gi, Golabkiand Kapusta at Immaculate 
Conception Church Hall 25 Parker St. 
Indian Orchard, on Saturday, Dec. 16, 

2023, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
You can also call Jane Wurszt at 

413-543-2835 to arrange a different 
time. All are welcome to come and 
purchase.

Frozen Polish Food sale in
Indian Orchard Dec.16
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IN THE CLASSROOM

Ludlow High School announces Term 1 Honor Roll
HIGH HONORS

CLASS OF 2024 - Nicholas A. 
Aleixo, Kianna S. Baker, Cole A. Bam-
ford, Emma R. Benard,  Elizabeth Z. 
Braz, Piotr M. Budzyna, Kayden M. 
Burelle, Isabella R. Cabral, Elena K. 
Chaplin, Niko A. Coelho, Kayleea-
na  Colon, Logan A. Costa, Cameron J. 
Dawson, Thomas P. Deroin, Julia E. Di 
Rosa, Malina K. Dinis, Noelle M. Di-
onne, Kailey A. Dominique, Diogo M. 
Dos Santos, Jayden M. Egea, Merrill 
R. Eldridge, Emma E. Ellis, Michael 
J. Ferrara, Ariana C. Fitzpatrick, Tay-
lor M. Foster, Nina E. Gomes, Han-
nah E. Goncalves, Abigayle V. Gon-
calves-Korny, Stephen J. Goodreau, 
Giana L. Hafner, Victoria E. Hamilton, 
Evan S. Jaworski, Jaden M. Jessup, Al-
lison H. Kehoe, Sydney M. Kravig, Ol-
ivia S. LeClaire, Gabriela M. Machado, 
Tatiana C. Marques, Luke D. Martins, 
John F. McClintock, Natalie E. Miner, 
Austin K. Moorhouse, Jacob T. Mo-
quin, Khruanha N. Naiyanan, Katherine 
E. Pearson, Theryn M. Pelletier, Brice 
M. Pereira, Melia K. Pirog, Andrew T. 
Provost, Thomas A. Quiterio, Chloe A. 
Ray, Elizabeth C. Richter, Amanda M. 
Riley, Rachel A. Roach, Ella J. Robak, 
Idriss  Rozki, Cody R. Sanderson, Bri-
anna C. Saraiva, Anthony T. Shea, Ben-
jamin C. Silveira, Triston O. Silveira, 
Avery L. Smith, Arianna V. Soares, Ma-
rina J. Soja, Kyra I. Sweeney, Jessica L. 
Vautrain, Caden A. Vilinskis, Mary A. 
Zachara, Darren C. Zaldivar, Elizabeth 
K. Zucco

CLASS OF 2025 - Ariana A. Adrien, 
Ena A. Amoakohene, Ava R. Augusto, 
Nicholas A. Baillie, Lena J. Berte, Kel-
sie M. Blazejowski, Peyton R. Brennan, 
Mia  Bulatewicz, Logan J. Cabral, De-
lores A. Calvao, Anabella A. Castro, Es-
ther S. Coelho, Lucas A. Costa, Rayanna 
Y. Craven, Isabel K. Cruz, Caitlyn R. 
Day, Kate S. Del Negro, Ela S. Dias, 
James J. Dias, Eamon H. DiVenuto, Jes-
sica L. Dosreis, Lea N. Fairthorne, Lin-
da Hilary B. Faria, Jack E. Favata, Sa-
vanna M. Ferrabelo, Carly C. Ferreira, 
Calleigh J. Foley, Sonny C. Freitas, Mi-
chael A. Gomes, Ryan C. Gomes, Ryan 
J. Goodwin, Thomas C. Graham, Nathan 
J. Gravelin, Layla A. Higgins, Joseph 

A. Keroack, Madison A. Koske, Gabri-
el H. LaPlante, Eva M. Lasky, Alexis J. 
Leab, Katharina N. Lipior, Eli J. Lip-
son, Cameron J. Markiewicz, Griffin D. 
McCarthy, Owen M. McCarthy, Dava-
nee L. McHale, Yahye M. Mire, Vincent 
N. Mole, Belen A. Molinari, Ashlyn P. 
Moquin, Nicholas M. Morace, Mary C. 
Morris, Ava M. Moutinho, Isabella R. 
Murphy-Rodriguez, Ryanna-Kelly V. 
Musambai, Kelsey M. Ouellette, Ga-
briella R Pereira, Anthony T. Portelada, 
Ariana L. Quaglia, Vincent C. Ribeiro, 
Alex G. Rodrigues, Kyle D. Rodrigues, 
Bridget C. Schneider, Sophia I. Scyocur-
ka, Davien Z. Smith, Nathan T. St. Cyr, 
Nicholas J. Staeb, Tristin A. Stephens, 
Madison C. Tereso, Gavin L. Vala, Jai-
me M. Venancio, Thomas J. Wadas, Lo-
gan F. Walsh, Sophia D. White, Alek-
sander J. Wojcik, Owen G. Wurszt, 
Cooper W. Zukowski

CLASS OF 2026- Sophia M. Alva-
ro, Emilia M. Alves, Madeline R. An-
drews, Alexis A. Aniolowski, Katherine 
M. Anselmo, Noah A. Bahgat, Juliana 
M. Bartolucci, Dominic A. Before, Sa-
mantha B. Bertini, Yade A. Capkin, Ar-
temas R. Carr, Liana M. Chaves, Ken-
neth P. Clarke, Aiden J. Costa, Victoria 
A. Davidson, Hayden A. Delrosario Ro-
drigues, Jack W. Demperio, Edward N. 
Deragon, Gabriel  Di Rosa, Kymani M. 
Donaldson, Joe  Dong, Ethan G. Espino, 
Gabriella A. Fernandes, Brady E. Fisher, 
Carina B. Fonseca, Ava C. Friese, Keya-
na L. Fuller, Savannah R. Fuller, Angeli-
na L. Gagnon, Eliana A. Garcia, Benja-
min B. Goodreau, Eve M. Gran, Andrew 
S. Hamilton, Emma M. Henning, Nata-
lia E. Houlihan, Sadie C. Housey, Dylan 
J. Huard, Spencer D. Huntley, Faith E. 
Keroack, Connor M. Kokosa, Liliana A. 
Kolasienski, Talyn A. Lagace, Allison 
P. Lewis, Dylan R. Londraville, Ethan 
M. Love, Nadia M. Machado, Ayden 
W. Manuel, Damien X. Martinez, Kay-
la I. Massano-Borges, Ryan A. Mateus, 
Madison D. Mathias, Amanda R. Miller, 
Yusuf M. Mire, Devlin P. Murphy, Abi-
gail L. Odiorne, Simon A. Oski, Marce-
lina W. Pecak, Maddelena E. Pereira, 
Samuel S. Pontes, Sophia C. Quiterio, 
Loliana B. Rafael, Andrew S. Ray, Liam 
M. Richter, Cylie J. Rozkuszka, Isabella 

M. San Jurjo, Benjamin L. Sanches, So-
phia L. Sternowski, Alexander J. Stupak, 
Audrey E. Troie, Wiktor B. Tylec, Josh-
ua M. Valliere, Zoe E. Velevitch, Jacob 
A. Vermette, Rita J. Vicente, Connor M. 
Walsh, Victoria M. White, Sierra A. Wil-
liams, Larissa L. Wright

CLASS OF 2027- Manahil  Atif, 
Mehmet D. Bayoglu, Reese F. Carroll, 
Maeve E. Carter, Natalina A. Castro, 
Beatrice F. Chelo, Andre R. Costa, Lu-
ciAnna M. Costa, Payton A. Dersark-
isian, Evan R. Dias, Rafael A. Ferreira, 
Eliana G. Franco, Christian J. Gomes, 
Andrew J. Gregory, Robert F. Gregory, 
Lucas W. Hartzell, Tanya E. Hatch, Layla 
P. Henriques, Lauren R. Hiller, Marissa 
C. Holland, Ezgi  Ibas, Celine J. Johnson, 
Sophia M. Joubert, Ecem I. Karaarslan, 
Christian L. Kochanek, Evita M. Kopec, 
Gabriella R. Lage, Olivia K. Laing, Ger-
aldine N. Larronde, Lucas C. Leandro, 
Isabella M. Leutsch, Sienna R. Leveille, 
Vivian C. Lonczak, Morgan D. Machado, 
Cristiana I. Marques, Sarah C. Martel, 
Lilia G. Martins, Colin P. McClintock, 
Rhyan A. Milfort, Valentina N. Moli-
nari, Lexi M. Monserrate, Ana M. Mon-
teiro, Riley N. Morais, Keon A. Moran, 
Hayden L. Morin, Michaela R. Murphy, 
Kayla M. Nguyen, Tatianna G. Noguei-
ra, Leylianis  Oliva, Caitlyn R. Peczka, 
Arianna A. Podmore, Jayden D. Premo, 
Adam R. Riley, Madelyn R. Riley, Alan-
nah G. Saloio, Avalee M. Santana, Ca-
rina G. Santos, Jacob J. Santos, Gabriel 
C. Santucci, Liliana M. Saraiva, Avelin 
M. Sargent, Isabella A. Seara, Colin J. 
St. Germain, Kaitlyn V. Stephens, Tyler 
M. Tatro, Cayden A. Teixeira, Savannah 
Y. Vazquez, Julio A. Velez Alicea, Ava S. 
Whitney, David X. Wilson

HONORS
CLASS OF 2024- Holden J. Ber-

nier, Miyah P. Boyce, Conor R. Cal-
lahan, Brooke M. Cameron, Aiden C. 
Carmona, Alexavier J. Carmona, Catia 
R. Chaves, Sofia G. Cheria, Kiera A. 
Codding, Juliana P. Coelho, Hannah 
A. Cormier, Landon C. Disanti, James 
A. Ferrara, Desiree M. Francisco, Alex 
C. Freitas, Thaddeus A. Gomulka, Ni-
kolas J. Goncalves, Destiny M. Hurst, 
Emma K. Huse, Seongho  Jang, Dan-
iel J. Krutka, Ryan M. Kurtz, Caden M. 
Laneiro, Kaden R. Larimore, Kassie L. 
Malaquias, Gabrielle M. Mariani, Katia 
E. Marques, Sayla M. McHale, Ashley 
R. Miller, Savanna R. Miller, Taylor C. 
Morton, Matiullah  Nakhtery, Felicia L. 
Pacheco, Gabriella M. Pires, Joseph K. 
Poehler III, William E. Poirier, Sophie 
C. Provost, Thomas M. Przybyl, Tyana 
M. Rodriguez, Debora E. Rosado Pagan, 
Michael J. Saloio, Tabetha A. Santos- 
Nadaud, Austin R. Santos, Lexi-Mena T. 
Santucci, Keely M. Smyth, Julia D. Vala-
das, Nathan B. Vieira

CLASS OF 2025 - ucas B. Alvan, 
Austin M. Assaf, Caliana J. Blackburn, 
Madeline G. Brown, Abigail I. Brueno, 
Santiago R. Cadete, Mia A. Carvalho, 
Nathan M. Casares, Taylor B. Colberg, 
Ethan M. Cormier, Isabella R. Cyr, Noah 
A. Dias, Sophia E. Dynak, Dominic D. 
Fialho, Lucas A. Franco, Ava L. Gabri-
ello, Matthew R. Ganhao, Samantha M. 
Grimaldi, Mason M. Gunther, Michael 
B. Kelley, Aleksa J. Kochanek, Ash-
ton M. Leary, Kevin S. Lynch, Adrian J. 
Martins, Hunter S. Monette, Kayliana V. 
Moret, Jason T. Nilson, Ava J. Peczka, 
Jacob A. Riley, Kylie S. Roach, Alexan-
der E. Roy, Michael J. Rubin, Cameron 
J. Salvador, Brianna O. Scibelli, James 
S. Selden-Davis, Delaney R. Stebbins, 
Hailey M. Stebbins, Sofia M. Szumski, 
Ethan W. Tenney, Abigail R. Toomey, 
Brady B. Trahan, Alexis A. Urban, Sa-
mantha T. Vazquez, Michele A. Winslow

CLASS OF 2026 - Giovanny S. 
Acevedo, Yadiel J. Acevedo, Nora R. 
Adams, Reese M. Brennan, Grace P. 
Budzyna, Megan N. Burek, Robert O. 
Cancel, Cooper D. Champigny, Emma 
M. Cherbonneau, Abigail H. Coelho, 
Cameron E. Dakers, Liam R. DiVenuto, 
Lucas G. Domingues Diaz, Jamison A. 
Forkey, Gabrielle M. Gauvin, Owen J. 
Goncalves, Alyssa K. Guerin, Brandon 
E. Hanifin, Alexandria J. Holmes-Be-
fore, Janessa D. Judice, Taylor M. 
Kouflie, Aaron T. Landers, Jillian A. 
Lapointe, Michael J. Lecca, Jean-Ga-
briel C. Lima, Mason J. Little, Cameron 
C. Lyman, Ean J. Makkiya, Ariana E. 
Malave, Michael A. Mariani, Elizabeth 
G. Martel, Xavier J. Martinez Serrano, 
Dominic J. Martins, Jackson L. Mateus, 
Catarina R. Mazza, Niki A. Mentekidis, 
Mason M. Morace, Mason R. O’Con-
nell, Emily R. Pereira, Gabriel J. Perei-
ra, Madison M. Pereira, Daniel J. Pires, 
Tannar J. Severyn, Noah R. Simard, 
Cullen J. Smyth, Ethan B. Steigmeyer, 
Adrian M. Tobiasz, Ayden D. Veilleux, 
Alyssa J. Vermette

CLASS OF 2027 - Arianna M. An-
drade, Liberty J. Carlson, Logan E. Cave, 
Mehiayla R. Chesnis, Rhiley K. Comeau, 
Jayden M. Cordeiro, Liam A. De Gob-
bi, Leah N. DeMars, Cameron L. Dill, 
Marcus A. Goncalves, Alexis L. Hag-
gerty, Mariah M. Hennessey, Kyleigh N. 
Johnson, Cody F. Kay, Eylul  Koc, Lo-
gan A. Koziol, Gavin W. Leab, Chloe G. 
Liszka, Timothy O. Maggard, Xander G. 
McIntosh, Lily G. Moore, Cristiano C. 
Nascimento, Cody J. Nunes, Michael J. 
Ouimet, Krysta M. Paulo, Giovanni A. 
Perez, Kylie R. Plasse, Giana L. Rivera, 
Omar A. Rojas, Karley I. Roman, Aaden 
J. Rondeau, Ahliyas S. Sanchez, Noah 
O. Stebbins, Cameron M. Switzer, Arda  
Turan, Alp T. Turk, Noah S. White

Adorable Mini Goldendoodles

Family Raised

Affectionate and 
Playful

Hypoallergenic

Vet Checked

Limited Supply

Call or Text 
413-345-8173

Reserve yours 
now for the 

Holidays!

Happy New Year!All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 21
at Noon for 
Publication 
Dec. 25-29

for all LEGAL NOTICES...
Early Deadlines

All Papers 
Will Deadline 

Thursday, Dec. 28
at Noon for 
Publication 

Jan. 1-5
Happy Holidays!
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Lions drop opener to Agawam
By Tim Peterson

Sports Correspondent

WEST SPRINGFIELD —
The Agawam hockey team has 
won eight league titles during 
the past 15 years. They were 
co-champions of the Fay Divi-
sion with Amherst Regional last 
year.  

The Brownies, who are 
looking to add another league 
title to their growing collec-
tion, began the 2023-24 reg-
ular season with a 5-1 victo-
ry over league rival Ludlow 
at the Olympia Ice Center in 
West Springfield, last Satur-
day.

“One of our goals is to win 
the league title every year,” 
said Agawam head coach 
Todd Rowley. “All of our 
league games are extra special. 

Ethan Steigmeyer works in goal for the Lions.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Ryan Kurtz reaches out and takes possession.

Ludlow 
boys hope 
to regroup 
this season

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The 2022-23 
season was very memorable for 
the members of the Ludlow boys’ 
varsity basketball team.  

The Lions, who lost to Nor-
wood High School in a prelimi-
nary round game of the Division 
2 state tournament, finished with 
a 16-5 overall record. It was the 
fifth time in school history that 
the boys’ basketball team won 15 
or more games. 

“We had a very successful 
season,” said Ludlow head coach 
C.W. Zimmer. “We won the 
league title for the first time since 
1996. We also qualified for the 
state tournament for the second 
consecutive year. It was a great 
ride with that group of players.”

The Lions captured the 
Tri-County North league ti-
tle with a perfect 10-0 record. 
They’ve won 11 league titles 
since 1961.

“The Tri-County North league 
is a perfect fit for us,” Zimmer 
added. “There are some talented 
players and talented teams in our 
league. Every league game is go-
ing to be a challenge for us.”  

The other members of the 
Tri-County North league are 
Mount Everett, Duggan, Hamp-
den Charter School, Mcann Tech, 
and Westfield Tech. 

The Lions, who are now a 

WEST SPRINGFIELD – Last Saturday morning, 
it was multiple dual meets for the Lions to open the 
winter season. Ludlow went to West Springfield High 
School and faced off with the Terriers as well as oth-
ers in a big event that included South Hadley, Westfield, 
and Northampton. The Lions travel to Wayland High 
School for a tournament this Saturday.

Wrestlers open 
season with

multi-team meet

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ryan Gomes faces off with an opponent at 126 pounds.

Ludlow faced off with West Springfield in one of its 
meets.

Nathan Winters competes in the 144-pound bout.

Joshua Ridolfi goes for a win at 157 pounds.Logan Cabral gets into the action at 150 pounds.

Benji Steele heads up the ice.

Brice Pereira takes possession in Ludlow’s end.
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Thunderbirds stuff Islanders
on Teddy Bear Night

SPRINGFIELD – The Spring-
field Thunderbirds (12-8-2-0) thor-
oughly controlled the game and 
came away with a defiant 5-1 win 
over the Bridgeport Islanders (6-
15-1-0) on Saturday night before a 
sold-out crowd of 6,793 for the an-
nual Teddy Bear Toss.

Fans did not have to wait long 
to chuck their stuffed animals 
onto the ice, as Mathias Laferriere 
cleaned up a loose puck rebound in 
front of Jakub Skarek and tucked 
it home on the backhand just 1:40 
into the game, bringing about thou-
sands of bears raining onto the ice 
sheet.

After a delay in picking up all 
the stuffed donations, the T-Birds 
picked right up where they left off, 
and just 6:10 after the Laferriere 
goal, the top line generated another 
marker. Adam Gaudette connected 
on a pass to the right side to Na-
than Walker. Dylan Coghlan quick-
ly raced up into the play as a trailer 
and perfectly placed a wrist shot 
over Skarek’s blocker arm to make 

it a 2-0 game at 7:50.
Vadim Zherenko was mostly 

untested in the T-Birds’ net, as the 
offense for both teams went dry for 
well over the next 30 minutes of 
game action.

The game’s temperature then 
rose at the 3:18 mark of the third 
as Sam Bitten and Travis Mitchell 
dropped the mitts  in an old-school 
style scrap, bringing up the noise 
on both benches and inside the 
building. When the game moved to 
4-on-4 following matching minors 
three minutes later, the T-Birds 
put the game out of reach with two 
goals in short order.

First, Calle Rosen drifted back 
toward his blue line and stunned 
the Islanders with a perfect diag-
onal pass to a streaking Walker, 
who beat Skarek with a backhander 
to make it 3-0 at 7:18 of the third. 
Just 22 seconds later, Walker was 
the distributor off the rush, setting 
up Wyatt Kalynuk for a snapper 
through Skarek’s five-hole, and 
in a matter of a half minute, the 

lead had ballooned to 4-0 for the 
T-Birds.

Matt Maggio broke up Zhe-
renko’s shutout bid with a shot 
that caromed off a defender and 
through Zherenko’s legs at 10:27 to 
make it a 4-1 game, but that would 
be all the Isles could muster on this 
night.

Coghlan would add his sec-
ond of the night on Walker’s 
fourth point of the evening, blast-
ing a one-time power play slapper 
through Skarek’s legs at 13:59, 
rounding out the scoring with his 
seventh goal of the year and his 
second multi-goal game.

For the first time this season, 
the T-Birds went the full 60 min-
utes without having to play short-
handed, and Springfield scored on 
their lone power play chance to 
make it a perfect night in special 
teams. Zherenko got his fourth 
straight win with 34 saves. In his 
last four outings, the second-year 
netminder has stopped 126 out of 
132 shots. 

Winter Showdown to feature SK Type Open Modified programs
WINTER HAVEN, FL – As tra-

dition has it, motorsports fans from 
coast to coast will soon be flock-
ing to the Sunshine State, ready to 
elude the abrasive winter chill in ex-
change for a full month of racing at 
a variety of ovals across the penin-
sula. Auburndale Speedway in Win-
ter Haven, Florida, centrally located 
between Tampa and Orlando, will 
join in on the winter action, ready 
to host its highly-anticipated Winter 
Showdown on February 6-10.

In total, seven different asphalt 
divisions will be taking to the Au-
burndale shorttrack, all of which 
anchored with the 602 Tour Type 
Modifieds, and the Tour/SK Type 
Open Modifieds, that will headline 
the week-long Winter Showdown 
agenda on Thursday through Sat-
urday. The 602 Modifieds, battling 
for $500-to-win in each of their re-
spective programs, will compete on 

all three of the aforementioned eve-
nings with the Tour/SK Type Open 
Modifieds competing for $2,000-to-
win paydays on Friday and Satur-
day, only. 

A true must-see for any short 
track enthusiast, the Tour Type 
Modifieds have never competed at 
Auburndale Speedway giving fans 
the opportunity to witness a new 
piece of Florida history.

Competitors should note, Mod-
ifieds will utilize the F45 Hoosier; 
additional rules will be posted in the 
coming days.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned Modified divisions, Leg-
ends/Bandoleros (highlighted with 
double programs on Wednesday 
and Thursday), Mighty TQ Midg-
ets (chasing a $5,000 total purse), 
USAC Eastern Midgets, the Nation-
al Compact Tour, and the infamous 
Crown Vics, will also join in on the 

Winter Showdown, activating offi-
cially with open practice and track 
rental sessions beginning Tuesday, 
February 6. 

Registration for Auburndale 
Speedway’s Winter Showdown is 
officially open. Competitors seeking 
to pre-register can do so by clicking 
the link below. Online registration 
will close on February 1 with ad-
ditional registration opportunities 
available at-track during each day’s 
respective program. 

Speed Sport TV, home to the 
widest variety of motorsports 
events, award-winning shows and 
exclusive features with live and 
on-demand capabilities, is the offi-
cial broadcast partner of the annu-
al Winter Showdown and is set to 
broadcast each evening live. Race 
coverage packages and pricing will 
be available soon. Learn more at 
www.speedsport.tv. 

Candlepin League News
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer
rdrago@turley.com

Tuesday Night Commercial Elks League
PALMER – December has arrived in the 2023-2024 

candlepin bowling season at Diamond Junction Bowling 
Lanes.

The Tuesday Night Commercial Elks has had mo-
mentum shifts happening so far in round two of their 
league. As of Nov. 28, Life is Good ranks #1 with a 7-1 
record. 

This past week, Life is Good bowled against Last 
in Line who is currently tied for fourth place in the 2nd 
round. In game one, Last in Line won a close game 333-
329. In game two, Life is Good turned the tides by dom-
inating game two 380-340. 

Jeff Knight of Life is Good was over his average by 
bowling 106. Paul Cyr led the team confidently by scor-
ing 122. 

In game three, the two teams tied at 338 and re-
ceived one point each. Life is Good won total pinfall by 
a final score of 1047-1011.

Blue B’s bowled against Champs R Here. In game 
one, The Champs were victorious by a score of 389-
374. In game two, The Champs won again 385-371. In 
game three, The Champs won 404-381 for the sweep. 
John Colkos of the Champs had a strong finish by scor-
ing 121. 

The Champs R Here won total pinfall by a final 
score of 1178-1126. 

Team BK bowled against the 1st round winning 
team, Compression. In game one, Compression bowled 
well and took the first game 383-335. In game two, BK 
rebounded with a win of their own by a score of 376-
315. In game three, BK managed to win the last game 
372-354. 

BK won total pinfall with a final score of 1083-1052. 
Acres bowled against their average and won two out 

of three games. 
Thursday Night Mixed League

The Thursday Night Mixed League witnessed a mo-
mentum shift as one team took over the #1 spot as of 
Nov. 30. 

Team Six is the current leader with a record of 29-19 
and is 1.5 points ahead of Team One. Team Three was 
the team to bowl Team One this past Thursday night. 
In game one, Team Three was victorious by a score of 
403-399. 

In game two, Team One came back with a win 415-
383. In game three, Team Three won the last game of 
the night 408-386.

Team One took total pinfall by a final score of 1200-
1194. Each team received two points.

Team Five bowled against Team Two as both teams 
were trying to move up in the ranks before the conclu-
sion of round one. In game one, Team Two was the win-
ner in a close game 383-377. In game two, Team Five 
managed to come up with a close win 399-396. In game 
three, Team Two had a strong last game and won 448-
412. Team Two took 3 out of 4 points as they won total 
pinfall 1227-1188. 

Team Four bowled against the #1 seed Team Six. In 
game one, Team Six had a strong showing as they won 
438-409. The first game victory was thanks to anchor 
bowler Ron who bowled 113, 28 pins over his current 
league average (85). 

In game two, Team Six won a close game against 
Team Four, 429-428. In game three, Team Four won the 
last game of the night 426-402.

Team Six won total pinfall 1269-1263.  

SCAN TO 
PLACE YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 
ORDER ➤

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4 • Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3
SALE DATES: 12/14/23 - 12/20/23 • OPEN 12/24 8AM-1PM

RIBEYE FOR 
STANDING ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP.

FULLY COOKED 
MEATBALLS 5 LB ...................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

U PICK COOKED SHRIMP 
21/25, 26/30, 31/40 CT, 2 LB BAG ........ ea

$1199

CUT 
FREE

BEEF SIRLOIN
SPOON ROAST

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

$989
lb

$888
lb

$199
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

HOTEL TURKEY BREAST .....
USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHOLE TURKEYS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CAPONS ................................

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 
FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROAST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$499
lb

$1299
ea

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS

BLUE SEAL KIELBASA ........

$599
lb

USDA INSP.
ASSORTED VARIETIES 

ALI MAGS SPRING ROLLS .. ea
$499

AMERICAN
LAMB LEGS

IMPORTED
LAMB RACKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

$1599
lb

WHOLE 
OR HALF

CUT 
FREE

99¢
lb

$599
lb

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLEGIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

$399
lb

HOLIDAY FAVORITES
USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK CROWN ROAST ...

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE

HOLIDAY ROAST
BONELESS PORK LOIN
STUFFED WITH HAM, CHEESE, 
PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES .....

$399
lb

$449

USDA INSP.

KAYEM BUDDA BALL 
BONELESS SMOKED 
PIT HAM .........................

$244
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC $144

USDA INSP. FROZEN
SKINLESS & SHANKLESS

HATFIELD OLDTIME
HARDWOOD SMOKED
WHOLE HAM ..................
USDA INSP. FROZEN

1/2 SPIRAL HAM ...........
USDA INSP. FROZEN

HAM PORTIONS .............

lb
$349

lb99¢

$129
lb

HOLIDAY HAMS USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ............... $199
lb

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-NIGHT BERMUDA CRUISE  – 
May 24-31, 2024
Call now – January 15 deadline!

Dec. 30 ....Moulin Rouge! ..................................$125
Jan. 27 .....Ain’t Too Proud – Temptations ........$99
March 16 .Frozen at P.P.A.C. ..............................$130
May 4 ......Kennedy Library .................................$95
Aug. 30 ....7-night Nova Scotia Cruise from $1499

SHIPS’ REGISTRY: BAHAMAS & UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES
Anita S. Allen, 

Died on 
Dec. 8, 2023

Anita (Silveri) Allen, 
98, passed away on Dec. 
8, 2023 surrounded by 
her loving family. 

She was born on Mar. 
15, 1925 in Ludlow to 
the late Josephine (Car-
mell) and Joseph C. Sil-
veri. She graduated from 
Ludlow High School as 
class secretary in 1942, 
and later planned many memorable reunion events. 
Upon graduation, Anita was employed as a sec-
retary at Monsanto Chemical Co, Military Intel-
ligence during World War II, the Ludlow Welfare 
Office, and the Ludlow Board of Selectmen before 
retiring as executive secretary from Mass Mutual 
Life Insurance Company and again as receptionist 
at Wingate at Wilbraham.

Anita was an active member of First Church in 
Ludlow serving on the Board of Deacons, Board 
of Trustees, Stewardship, Capital Funds, Building 
Committee, Memorial Gifts and Friends of First 
Church. In the community Anita served as Town 
Meeting member for many years and was active 
as a volunteer at the Ludlow Boys and Girls Club, 
serving on the Women’s Advisory Committee, 
Board of Directors, Corporator and member of Cap-
ital Funds Committee. 

Anita was the widow of Edwin W. Allen to 
whom she was married for 44 years before his death 
in 1989. Together they traveled to many locations in 
Europe, Bermuda, and across our country. She was 
predeceased by her son Gary J. Allen in 2012 and 
her brother Louis Silveri  in 1992.

She was especially devoted to her family and 
will be fondly remembered for the many family 
gatherings in her home. She leaves her children 
Gordon and his wife Lynda Allen of Wilbraham, 
Patricia and her husband David “Zeb” Yelle of 
Ludlow and Gregory and wife Kim Allen of Lud-
low. “Gigi” also leaves behind her four grandchil-
dren Nathan and wife Alice Allen of New Orleans, 
LA, Heidi and husband Michael Maserati of Wil-
braham, Joshua Yelle of Ludlow, and Marisa and 
husband Evan Hudson of Greenland, NH, along 
with nine great grandchildren Thomas, James 
and Emily Allen, Olivia, Elizabeth, Caroline and 
Madeline Maserati and Elouise and Juliette Hud-
son, and step grandchildren Megan Shelton with 
children Michael and Denora of Ohio and Jennifer 
and her husband Scott McFarland with daughter 
Erin of Orleans, along with several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. 

Burial will be private. Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Ludlow Community Center/
Randall, 91 Claudia’s Way, Ludlow, MA 01056 or 
First Church in Ludlow, 859 Center St., Ludlow, MA 
01056.

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when day 
is done; I’d like to leave an echo... 

Turley Publications 
offers two types of 

obituaries.

One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 

the name of deceased, 
date of death and 

funeral date and place.

The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$225, which allows 
families to publish 

extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 

Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 

should be
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made 
only when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy

The Ludlow Register

MEMORIALS

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials ✦ Markers
Granite Benches

Religious Statuary ✦ Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St  ❙  Ludlow, MA  ❙  583-6508

Anita (Silveri) Allen, 98

This is a huge season opening 
win for us.”  

The two teams split the sea-
son series a year ago. 

Agawam won the first meet-
ing by the final score of 5-3.

Ludlow won the second meet-
ing by the same score a month 
later. 

One of the key players for 
Agawam in this year’s season 
opener was junior goalie Frank-
ie DiSanti, who made a total of 
20 saves. DiSanti took over the 
starting duties from Jake Cro-
teau, who graduated last spring. 

“I was a little bit nervous be-
fore the start of today’s game, 
but it all worked out very well. 
I’m just happy that we won the 
game,” DiSanti said. “I couldn’t 
have done it without the help of 
my teammates. We’re hoping to win a 
championship this year.”  

DiSanti was a starting goalie for the 
second time in a varsity hockey game. 
He made 16 saves in an 8-4 win over 
South Hadley last February. 

“Frankie made a couple of big saves 
on breakaway shots in today’s game,” 
Rowley said. “I just thought he did a 
great job.”     

While the Brownies played their first 
game of the regular season, the Lions (0-
1-1) tied Taconic, 1-1, in their first game 
two nights earlier. Junior Ryan Good-
win scored the goal in the Lions season 
opener, which was assisted by sopho-
more A.J. Stupak, and junior Owen Ku-
miega.  

Freshman goalie Peter LeBorgne was 
credited with 19 saves against Tacon-
ic. He only made five saves against the 
Brownies before being replaced in goal 
by sophomore Ethan Steigmeyer at the 
start of the third period.

LeBorgne, who took over the starting 
duties from Luke Sunderland isn’t the 
first member of his family to play hock-
ey for longtime Ludlow head coach Paul 
Rivest. 

His father was a member of the 
Palmer hockey team, which was coached 
by Rivest. 

The Lions, who outshot the Brown-
ies, 6-1, in the first period, failed to cap-
italize on two power play opportunities.      

The Brownies also didn’t score a goal 
on their first period power play and the 
contest was still scoreless entering the 
second.

Less than five minutes into the sec-
ond period, Agawam senior David New-

some fired a low shot from inside the left 
circle that snuck into the net under LeB-
orgne’s glove for a power play goal.

Agawam’s first goal of the season 
was assisted by sophomore Thomas 
Connery.

A couple of minutes later, sophomore 
Casey Thomas scored a goal, which gave 
the Brownies a 2-0 advantage. 

The Lions cut the deficit in half when 
senior Luke Martin netted an unassisted 
power play goal at the 8:19 mark of the 
second period.   

With 2:23 remaining in the second 
period, Agawam senior Anthony Buon-
iconti, who assisted on the second goal, 
flipped a shot into the net increasing the 
lead to 3-1. 

The senior duo of Hayden Dupre and 
Jake Paolo were credited with the assist.

Agawam took a 4-1 lead with 18 sec-
onds left on the scoreboard clock follow-
ing a goal by Cole Buffum, which was 
assisted by his classmate Landon Ash-
ford.

“Even though we had control of the 
game entering the final period, I just 
told the guys in the locker room not to 
take their foot off the gas pedal,” Rowley 
said. “We got goals from all four of our 
lines, which was nice to see.” 

Buffum, who netted his first goal in a 
varsity game against the Lions last year, 
scored an unassisted goal two minutes 
into the third period, which sealed the 
Brownies season opening victory. 

DiSanti made several saves during 
the final period, including one on a 
breakaway opportunity by Ludlow soph-
omore Nick Deroin, which helped his 
team maintain a four goal lead. 

The Fay Division rivals are scheduled 

HOCKEY from Page 9

Division 3 team, lost six players to grad-
uation. They are Daudy Guerrero, Ryan 
Cruz, Jonathan Goncalves, Matt Mendez, 
Aaron Little, and Braeden Schwartz, who 
scored more than 700 career points.

“The seniors on last year’s team cer-
tainly did a lot for us,” Zimmer said. 
“Without them, our program wouldn’t 
have been as successful as we were.”

The six seniors listed on this year’s 
varsity roster are Andrew Provost, Dan 
McKenney Jr., Mathis Fitzgerald, Dan 
Krutka, Stephen Goodreau, and Luca 
Martins.    

“We’re excited about this season,” 
Zimmer said. “All of the kids have been 
working hard in preseason practice. We’re 
not rebuilding this year, we’re reloading. 
We just want to pick up where we left off 
last year.”

Anthonie Emco would’ve been anoth-
er senior on this year’s basketball team. 
He suffered an injury during the football 
season, and he won’t be playing basket-
ball. 

“Anthonie is going to be our team 
manager.,” Zimmer said. “We’re hop-
ing that he can help develop our younger 
players.  

According to Zimmer, McKenney, Go-
odreau, and Emco will be the Lions lead-
ers this winter.

“We don’t use the term captains,” he 
said. “We’re looking for those three guys 
to be our leaders. We’re expecting a lot 

from them.” 
McKenney, who’s an outstanding 

three-sport athlete, had a very memorable 
football game against Palmer on Thanks-
giving morning. 

“Dan is a phenomenal athlete,” Zim-
mer said. “He can do things that other 
people can’t do on the basketball court, 
on the football field, and on the baseball 
diamond.”  

The only junior listed on the Lions 
varsity roster is Cooper Zukowski, who 
was a member of the junior varsity squad 
a year ago.    

Rounding out the Lions varsity basket-
ball team are sophomores Mason Morace, 
Jackson Mateus, Cameron Lyman, and 
Giovanny Acevedo. 

Morace and Mateus are returning var-
sity players.

Acevedo, who’s a first-year varsity 
player, scored a team-high nine points 
in the Lions season opening 74-37 non-
league loss at East Longmeadow, last 
Thursday night. 

Mateus and Krutka finished the season 
opening game with seven points. 

The Lions were scheduled to face 
Smith Vocational in the home opener on 
Monday night before playing another road 
game against Pathfinder on Friday night.

The Lions are hoping to qualify for 
both the Western Mass. tournament and 
the Division 3 state tournament.

David D’Agostino returns as the Lions 
boy’s junior varsity coach, while Tyler 
Goncalves coaches the freshmen team.

LUDLOW BOYS from Page 9

Sean Kefalas faces off against an Agawam 
defender as he heads up the ice.

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

The best of two worlds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES
Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal • The Journal Register

Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel • The Sun

Town Reminder • Ware River News • The Wilbraham-Hampden Times

Whether you’re a 
digital reader who 
enjoys the ease of 
connecting with us 
online, or a print 
reader that prefers the 
feel of a publication in 
your hands – you can 
interact with many 
of our newspapers 
however you choose.

TO FIND THE CLOSEST PLACE TO PICK UP A COPY OR 
TO READ CURRENT EDITIONS OF THIS PAPER 

visit: www.newspapers.turley.com
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DATEBOOK
Do you have a local event or activity to 

publicize? Please send the information as 
either a Word doc or plain (no bold text or 
other formatting) email text (no PDFs, please 
and do not use all uppercase (i.e. UPPER 
CASE) by 5 p.m. Friday. At least two weeks 
prior to the event is encouraged. Send your 
community events to pressreleases@turley.
com. 

ONGOING
SENIOR BINGO: Hosted by the Indian Or-

chard Citizens Council 3:30-5 p.m. every 
Monday. Free to play with great prizes. For 
more information, call 413-209-8240.

THRIFT SHOP: Now open at St. Gregory 
Armenian Church, 135 Goodwin Street, In-
dian Orchard, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. every 
Saturday offering quality items at affordable 
prices. Gently- used clothing and accesso-
ries, household items, books, children’s items, 
collectors’ items and more are available. For 
more information, call the church office at 
413-543-4763.

CHESS CLUB: Open to residents of all sur-
rounding communities 5:30 p.m. every Tues-
day at the Indian Orchard Citizens Council, 
117 Main St. For more information, contact 
the IOCC at 413- 209-8240 or indianorchard-
citizenscouncil@gmail.com or stop in during 
operating hours. Follow the IOCC on Facebook 
and Instagram.

LUDLOW SENIOR CENTER 55 AND OVER 
CO-ED VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE: At East Street 
School on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
5:30-7:30 p.m. the cost to take part is $5 per 
year. For more information contact Maria Ar-
dolino, activities director at activity@ludlow.
ma.us or call 413-583-3564.

AQUACISE AT THE CLUB: The Ludlow 
Community Center/Randall Boys & Girls 
Club, at 91 Claudias Way, continues to offer 
Aquacise throughout the week. Aquacise is 
a low-impact, full-body workout performed 
in the water to put less stress on your joints 
and muscles while building strength. Classes 
are open to all members with pool-inclusive 
memberships and do not require prior reg-
istration. Classes are held 8:30-9:15 a.m., 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. For 
questions, call 413-583-2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAMILY MEMBERS: The 
Michael J. Dias Support Group meets 6-7:15 
p.m. on the second and fourth Tuesday of the 
month at Our Lady of Fatima Parish Center. 
Education, resources, peer support, and hope 
for parents and family members coping with 
a loved one with a substance use disorder. 
Anyone needing help is welcome to attend. 
Masks are required and we will be seated six 
feet apart. For more information, call Maureen 
at 413-563-6226.

H.O.P.E. RECOVERY GROUP: Having Our 
Pathways Encouraged meetings are for those 
who have experience with addictions, grief, 
anxiety and depression, (including anxiety 
and depression due to COVID-19) and for 
loved ones who might need help in their re-

covery. This group is also for those who can 
help lead others in their recovery by example. 
This meeting in no way replaces profession-
al therapies. It is a time for sharing strength, 
encouragement and hope. No fees. Bring your 
own non-alcoholic beverage. Pre-packaged 
snacks are available. Small group structure 
based on basic Christian principles, concept, 
purposes and confidentiality. COVID-19 guide-
lines are observed. Masks required. 6:30-8 
p.m. every Monday at Fellowship Hall in Faith 
Community Chapel, 485 East Street in Lud-
low. Parking lot behind Chapel. Fellowship 
Hall entrance at back of Chapel. Seating is 
limited. To reserve yours, call 413- 519-4591.

QUABBIN VALLEY TWIRLERS If you missed 
the first lessons in the fall, now is the time to 
give yourself a gift of dancing enjoyment for 
the coming holiday time. Do you want some 
exercise, mental acuity, and lots of fun with 
great people? Try our national folk dance, 
square dancing with the Quabbin Valley Twirl-
ers. They dance in Belchertown and Ludlow 
with Sunday and Wednesday evenings avail-
able. For more information, call Gloria or Fran 
at 413-467-3352. 

BIBLE STUDY: A weekly Bible study led by 
Ludlow resident Hank Bastos takes place at 7 
p.m. on Wednesdays at 485 East St., Ludlow. 
Call 413-348-6487 for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT: Volunteer to read, 
shop or walk with a blind or vision impaired 
person in your community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired at 1-888-613-2777 for details.

DIRECTORY
FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene

485 East St. Ludlow, MA 01056 413-583-7875
Email: faithcommunitychapel8@gmail.com 

faith- communitychapel.org
Lead Pastor: Reverend Lisa Morrison

Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Services:

Discipline Groups 9:45 a.m. WorshipService11 a.m.
and Facebook Live Stream

OTHER PROGRAMS
MONDAYS at 6:30 p.m. H.O.P.E. Meeting Recovery 

meetings for those with addictions, anxiety, and grief
SMC. Call 413-519-4591

TUESDAYS at 7 p.m. ZOOM Bible Study WEDNESDAYS 
at 7 p.m. Ludlow Christian Fellowship Meeting

Hank Bastos, Leader, 413-348-6487
SMC and Facebook Live Stream ludlowfellowship.org

FRIDAYS Children’s After School Club
(pre K through teens) 5-6:30 p.m.

Church Fellowship Hall
SATURDAYS at 10 a.m. Ecumenical Prayer Meeting

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS

584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454

S Sunday services 
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.

Sunday school for adults, Young single adults( 18-30) 
and teens ( 11-18 )- 1st & 3rd Sunday of

 the month  from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting  for Women- 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting for Men- 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday

 of the month 11-12 noon   
Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)- 2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time 

every Sunday( 3-10 )  11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow

413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses – 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses – 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish); 

10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Evening Mass – 5:30 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludlow

413-583-3467
Pastor – Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence – Rev. Norman Bolton

Deacons: Normand Grondin, Thomas Rickson, 
Keith Davies  

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
stelizabethludlow.org

Like us on Facebook   Follow us on Instagram   
Check out our Parish App

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Saturday, Dec.23, at 4 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 24, at 7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11 a.m.
Sunday, Dec. 24- Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. in Church 
4:00 p.m. in Pastoral Center 

Monday, Dec. 25- Christmas Day
7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m. and 11 a.m.

(Please note there will be no 4 p.m.
 Mass on Christmas Day)

Sunday, Dec. 31 – Feast of the Holy Family
7:30 a.m., 9:15 a.m., 11 a.m. (No 5 p.m. Mass)

New Year’s Day Mass- Solemnity of Mary, Mother
 of God

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year.)
Monday, Jan. 1, 2024 (New Year’s Day) - 9:15 a.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,

413-543-3627 
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, 9 a.m. —1 p.m.

CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:15 p.m.
Sunday Mass; 8:45 a.m. (English), 10 a.m. (Polish)

Weekday Mass: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day – 7:45 a.m. (English)

First Friday Mass: 5:30 p.m. (Polish/English)
First Saturday Mass: 9 a.m. (Polish/English)

Confessions: Saturday - 3:15–4 p.m.

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

45 Newbury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056

Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip

Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.

Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
  on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow

413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOlivera

Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00  a.m.
to 5:00 p..m.,  closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses – 9 a.m. (Portuguese); 
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning 
Masses – 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese) 

Tuesday and Friday Masses – 5:30 p.m. (Portuguese)
Saturday Vigil Mass – 4 p.m. (English)

First Saturday of the Month – 8:30 a.m. 
For more information, visit 
ourladyoffatimaparish.org. 

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St., Ludlow

413-583-3339
Reverend Dorothy Borden, Pastor

Office hours Monday & Wednesday 9 am -3 pm
Sunday worship service 10 am

 website: www.ludlowfirst.com or
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

first churchludlow/
for complete schedule and events

ORCHARD COVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street

Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204

Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.

Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream. 

See our website for more information: 
orchardcovenant.org.

DATEBOOK MA Senate 
approves 
supplemental 
budget

BOSTON—  The Massachusetts Sen-
ate took final action on a supplemental 
budget designed to close out Fiscal Year 
2023. The Senate’s supplemental budget 
totals $3.1 billion and contains several 
provisions to support the ongoing opera-
tions of programs and services that bene-
fit the residents of the state.

To address the ongoing humanitar-
ian emergency shelter crisis, the final 
bill allocates $250 million to be spent to 
address costs associated with sheltering 
eligible families, including by making 
funding available for temporary emer-
gency shelter sites for families on a wait-
list for permanent shelter. The final bill 
also stipulates that a portion of the $250 
million be spent on support services and 
resources so that individuals and fami-
lies can address the complex issues and 
challenges they face, as well as reim-
bursements to school districts for in-
creased enrollment costs associated with 
an influx of migrant students.

To ensure oversight of spending 
on the emergency shelter crisis, the 
bill requires robust reporting every 14 
days. In addition to $250 million for 
the emergency shelter system, the bud-
get provides $10 million for resettle-
ment agencies to assist immigrants and 
refugees and authorizes the use of up 
to $2 million in available funds from 
the Workforce Competitiveness Trust 
Fund to support career centers in their 
efforts to assist immigrants and refu-
gees in securing federal work authori-
zations.

“I’m grateful to have leaders in the 
Senate in President Karen Spilka, Chair 
of the Senate Committee on Ways and 
Means, Senator Michael Rodrigues, and 
all my colleagues in the Senate who 
understood the importance of working 
together to address the challenges we 
faced, like funding over 90 collective 
bargaining agreements for state workers 
and addressing the rising costs of special 
education.” said Oliveira.

Other notable items in the close-
out supplemental budget include: $378 
million to fund collective bargaining 
increases for state workers; $75 mil-
lion for school districts impacted by 
special education tuition rate increas-
es; $15 million for disaster relief for 
municipalities impacted by storms and 
natural disasters that occurred in 2023; 
and a supplemental $100 million pen-
sion payment to remove any further 
increased liability resulting from the 
2015 early retirement incentive pro-
gram. The largest spending item in the 
bill was related to health care costs 
provided through MassHealth. A ver-
sion of this supplemental budget hav-
ing passed the House and Senate, it was 
sent to the Governor on Monday, Dec. 
4, and signed the same day.

Teens Who Code
to meet in
Wilbraham Jan. 31 

WILBRAHAM – Teens Who 
Code  will have their first meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan. 31, 2024, from 3:30-5 
p.m. at the Wilbraham Public Library. 

Facilitated by Mrs. Christine 
Goonan, this club is looking for new 
members. Grades 6-12 can explore proj-
ect-based coding in a fun and friendly 
environment. Meetings are once a month 
in the Teen Loft at the library, and all at-
tendees need a laptop to join in. 

Online registration is required 
at  www.wilbrahamlibrary.org  or call 
413-596-6141.  After registering, teens 
will receive more info by email. This is 
a free program hosted by the Wilbraham 
Public Library.
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HOLYOKE - The first time Alannah 
Brunt tried Holyoke Community College, 
she flunked out after one semester. The 
next semester, she only passed one class.

“I was working a ton of hours and had 
not yet invested in school,” she recently 
said. “I hadn’t found a way to get excit-
ed about being a student. It was COVID 
times, folks, and it was not fun.”

But Brunt eventually did find a way 
to get excited about college, and that led 
her to where she now stood - on the stage 
of HCC’s Leslie Phillips Theater as one 
of the student speakers for the college’s 
first-ever Fall Graduate Reception, held on 
Nov. 29.

“Fear not,” said Brunt, who will com-
plete her associate’s degree in Latinx 
Studies this month before heading to the 
University of Massachusetts in the spring. 
“In my journey at HCC, I found a commu-

nity of people who became my village.”
According to the HCC Registrar’s Of-

fice, 172 HCC students will be fall 2023 
graduates at the end of the current semes-
ter. Like Brunt, many of them will trans-
fer to four-year schools in the spring. Al-
though fall graduates are always invited to 
attend HCC’s formal commencement cer-
emony in the spring, historically, many do 
not attend.

“This is really just the beginning of 
your celebrations as a college graduate,” 
said President George Timmons. “Today, 
we honor your achievements with this re-
ception because what you just achieved 
deserves immediate recognition. In June, 
we will come together again and formally 
welcome you as HCC alumni.”

The family-friendly event began in the 
HCC theater, followed by food and photo 
opportuni

Holyoke Community College
celebrates fall 2023 graduates

Submitted photo

Left to right are student speakers Marcos Figueroa, of Holyoke, Angela Tindell-Gula, 
of Three Rivers, and Alannah Milgros Brunt, of Springfield, with President George 
Timmons at HCC’s first Fall Graduate Reception on Wed., Nov. 29.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Mimic
  4. Payroll firm
  7. Perform in a play
 10. Opine: __ 

philosophical
 11. Crony
 12. Political action 

committee
 13. 1991 Wimbledon 

winner
 15. Affirmative
 16. Exclamation of 

disgust
 19. Action of 

connecting
 21. A way to calm
 23. Especially fine 

or decorative 
clothing

 24. Walked proudly
 25. Group of people 

related through 
male heir

 26. Supplemented 
with difficulty

 27. Soft touch
 30. Erases

 34. Spanish river 
 35. A princess can 

detect it
 36. Clouds of gas
 41. A way to get 

through
 45. Part of a book
 46. Southwestern 

US state
 47. Fields where rice 

is grown
 50. Area in Ghana
 54. Sayings
 55. Involve deeply
 56. Compels to act
 57. “Ignore all rules”
 59. Indoor 

entertainment 
space

 60. Born  of
 61. Back muscle
 62. Sea dweller
 63. Tools that 

resemble an axe
 64. Prefix denoting 

class or kind
 65. Tooth caregiver

CLUES DOWN
  1. Inspiring
  2. Put into a box
  3. Breathes out
  4. Pacify
  5. Patriotic society 

for women
  6. Fell down
  7. Clothing
  8. Dishwasher 

detergent brand
  9. Former French 

republic
 13. Single lens 

reflex
 14. Men’s fashion 

accessory
 17. Consumed
 18. Marry
 20. __ up: 

intensifies
 22. Body of water
 27. People of 

southern Benin
 28. Decorate a cake 

with frosting
 29. Snag
 31. Yearly tonnage 

(abbr.)
  32. Records brain 

activity (abbr.)
 33. Car mechanics 

group
 37. Brought up to 

snuff
 38. __ faire: 

Economic 
approach

 39. Phil __, former 
CIA

 40. Affixed
 41. Period of 

adolescence
 42. Substance
 43. Danced
 44. Baked without 

its shell
 47. Parts per billion 

(abbr.)
 48. Satisfaction
 49. Balkans river
 51. Christmas carols
 52. Partner to tonic
 53. “The Godfather” 

character Johnny
 58. Swiss river

PUBLIC
NOTICES

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P2438EA

Estate of: 
Pauline Marie Ryba

Date of Death: 
September 29, 2023

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est-
ate, by Petition of Petit i oner 
Marguerite M. Swartz of 
Needham, MA

a Will has been admitted 

to informal probate.
Marguerite M. Swartz 

of Needham, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being ad min-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven-
tory and accounts are not 
re quired to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-

ing the administration from 
the Personal Repre sentative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Inter ested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Pet itioner.
12/13/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Simple ways communities can 
combat bullying

Stand for the Silent, an 
organization helping to 
stop school bullying, helps 
communities address the 
issue
 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK --  It has 
been known that bullying around the 
country is a big problem. The statistics 
point to the fact that something needs 
to be done. People mostly look to the 
schools to handle the issue of bully-
ing, but perhaps it is time for the whole 
community to take the issue on. With 
the community on board, addressing the 
issue to dismantle it, the schools and all 
areas will benefit. Tapping into how to 
get the community on board to combat 
bullying is a powerful method for creat-
ing a kinder world.

“We work with schools and commu-
nities around the country. We know how 
important it is to get the whole commu-
nity on board with stomping out bully-
ing,” said Kirk Smalley, co-founder of 
Stand for the Silent. “It’s really a team 
effort to address the issue, and we are 
happy to be at the forefront of helping 
people to make a difference.”

Bullying is a common issue at 
school, with one in five high school stu-
dents reporting being bullied on school 
property, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. But it 
doesn’t stop once kids leave the school 
campus. The CDC reports that one in 
six high school students are cyberbul-
lied, which takes place online, through 
texting, etc. 

While we tend to think that bully-

ing is a problem only for our youth, one 
look at the statistics surrounding work-
place bullying proves otherwise. The 
CDC reports that up to 59% of workers 
in America say that they have felt bul-
lied in the workplace, while up to 15% 
globally have felt bullied, and 12% have 
witnessed others being bullied. 

With youth and adults having bully-
ing issues around the nation, it’s time 
for communities to address the issue as 
a whole. Here are ways for communi-
ties to combat bullying:

Guest speaker.  Stand for the Silent 
has a mission of traveling the country 
to speak with schools and communi-
ties about bullying. Inviting them to the 
community or school to talk is a signif-
icant first step toward making a change 
and setting a new tone.

Make the commitment.  The com-
munity needs to commit to the idea of 
addressing bullying. Coming together to 
share in the mission of tackling the is-
sue will be more successful if those in-
volved are 100% on board with making 
it a consistent part of the community 
discussion.

Raise awareness.  The more people 
talk about bullying in the community, 
including what it looks like, the damage 
that it does, and what to do to address it, 
the more it takes the power away. When 
people are aware of the issue in their 
community, they will become more ac-
tive in helping not to tolerate it. 

Partner up.  Community groups 
working to eradicate bullying can part-
ner with other local resources, including 
groups, organizations, sporting teams, 
etc. That way, the message is being re-

Please see BULLYING, Page14

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.



◗ Page 14 The Register   ❙  December 13, 2023

Proud publishers
of 12 community 

newspapers

spotlight
SMALL BUSINESS 

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!

CALL 283-8393

Great Selection of Used Vinyl & CDs
We Feature Rock, Pop, 

Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae, 
Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, 

Post Punk and more.
NEW ARRIVALS DAILY

We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment
207 Winsor St. (Corner of East St.) 

Ludlow, MA • 413-310-0262
raspberriesrecords.com

Heavenly Inspirations Inspirations
• Flowers • Gifts 

• Collectibles • Gourmet
Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer III

Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 • (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

T & J AUTO BODY
413-583-4026

Auto Body  • Repair • Glass Work
Welding • Painting Estimates
Family Owned & Operated

SERVING LUDLOW FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Specializing in collision work 
& frame straightening

The Terzi Family
Joe, Bob, Louise, Robert 

(missing from photo Aileen)

239 Hubbard Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056

tandj.autobody@charter.net
Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-4pm • Sat 7am-9am

Now Offering Paintless Dent Repair

T & JT & J
AUTOAUTO
BODYBODY

We meet by accidentWe meet by accident

REPAIRS• PAINTING • WELDING
GLASS • INSTALLATION

239 Hubbard St., Ludlow239 Hubbard St., Ludlow  

583-4026583-4026

Happy
Holidays!

from the
Terzi Family

Visiting Angels approved to provide free 
in-home care to eligible veterans

REGIONAL -- Visiting An-
gels West Springfield has recently 
been approved by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to provide 
non-medical home care for eligi-
ble veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces. 

VA benefits offer financial as-
sistance for home care to veterans 
through several programs. 

The VA Aid and Attendance 
program helps to provide access 
to homecare for veterans and their 
spouses who need help with daily 
tasks or who suffer from a disabil-

ity or illness. Through Visiting An-
gels West Springfield, veterans who 
require help with daily living from 
another individual can receive help 
with everyday tasks in their home 
such as bathing, eating, cleaning, 
and memory care. 

The Homemaker and Home 
Health Care Aid program helps 
veterans to receive assistance with 
everyday tasks with the help of a 
homemaker or home health aid. 
Visiting Angels West Springfield 
helps eligible veterans with in-
home tasks which allows those who 

prefer to stay in their homes rather 
than live in a separate facility. 

Visiting Angels West Spring-
field is offering in-home care for 
veterans who meet specific service, 
disability, income, and asset criteria 
in order to be eligible for these VA 
programs. 

To figure out if a veteran is eligi-
ble to receive assistance from these 
programs, they can contact the Vis-
iting Angels West Springfield office 
at (413) 733-6900 for more infor-
mation and assistance with the ap-
plication process. 

BULLYING from Page 12

inforced at every corner.
Get people involved.  To get more 

community members engaged in ad-
dressing the issue, hold community 
events, have guest speakers, forums, 

question and answer sessions, etc. People 
need the facts and how to handle it, and 
they can get the answers at these events.

“Your community will feel the dif-
ference it makes once you get start-
ed addressing the issue together,” adds 
Smalley. “Our youth doesn’t live in a 

bubble, they are part of the community, 
so it’s time for us to all stand together on 
this issue.”

 
Some signs may signal a child is 

being bullied, such as having sudden 
changes in school attendance, having dif-

ficulty concentrating, lacking the ability 
to be self-assertive, having injuries with-
out an explanation of where they came 
from, a loss of appetite before going to 
school, etc. If a parent or teacher sus-
pects a child is being bullied, the issue 
should be investigated and remedied im-

mediately.
Smalley and his wife, 

Laura, started the orga-
nization following their 
11-year-old son ending 
his own life due to bul-
lying. They turned their 
pain and loss into a mis-
sion of helping others. He 
travels the country giving 
presentations about bully-
ing to schools, providing 
bullying prevention, giv-
ing out scholarships, of-
fering intervention strat-
egies, and more. Those 
interested in getting in-
volved can start a chapter 
of the group in their area, 
obtain a free  K-2 bully-
ing prevention curricu-
lum, host a presentation 
at their school, and  do-
nate  to help support the 
cause. To get more in-
formation, visit the site 
at:  https://standforthesi-
lent.org/.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
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NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
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vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

SERVICES 
WANTED

NEED SNOW REMOVAL
(PLOWING)

Need snow removal service for our 
150 ft. long by 12 ft. across driveway, 
located off Ball Rd.,  Goshen.  Must be 
reliable. Pays well, Call or test: 413-
341-0502.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A DUMP TRUCK
Cleaning out attics, cellars, garages, 
estate cleanouts, scrap metal removal. 
413-569-1611 or 413-374-5377.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

FORBES & SONS PAINTING & 
STAINING Interior, residential, com-
mercial and new construction, wall-
paper removal, sheetrock and plaster 
repairs. Quality products. Since 1985. 
Free estimates. Fully Insured.  Call 
Brad Forbes at 413-887-1987.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE - Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS WANT-
ED Prefer local person. Will train. Lizak 
Bus’ Warren, MA  (413)436-5262

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION 

OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified can-
didates for the full-time position of 
Equipment Operator/General 
Laborer in the Town Highway Depart-
ment. Valid MA CDL operator, Hydrau-
lic Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 
certification is preferred.
Further information can be found on 
the Town’s website: www.worthing-
ton-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  
Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthington-
highway@gmail.com or to Worth-
ington Highway Department, P. O. Box 
643, Worthington, MA.  This posting 
will remain pertinent until the position 
is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000
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FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com



◗ Page 16 The Register   ❙  December 13, 2023

Baystate Health launches $70M Healthier Tomorrows:
The Campaign for Baystate Health

Historic fundraising effort 
aims to bolster region’s 
health
 

SPRINGFIELD -- Baystate Health 
has announced an historic $70 mil-
lion comprehensive fundraising effort. 
Healthier Tomorrows: The Campaign for 
Baystate Health is the largest fundraising 
goal in Baystate Health’s history and fo-
cuses on raising money for three critical 
areas: capital needs, program support, 
and endowment development.

“This campaign changes the face of 
healthcare in our region,” said Baystate 
Health President and CEO Dr. Mark 
Keroack. “Our vision is to improve the 
health of everyone in our community by 
recruiting top-tier medical providers, 
building cutting-edge spaces for them 
to practice in, enhancing our services to 
meet the changing needs of the people 
we serve, and ensuring Baystate Health is 
here to stay for the long haul.”

The $70 million goal funds sever-
al initiatives including a state-of-the-art 
surgical facility at Baystate Medical; 
renovated Family Medicine practice and 
teaching space at Baystate Franklin; a 
Center for Nursing Excellence at Bay-
state Medical; and support for the endow-
ment, with the purpose of increasing fis-
cal resilience for the organization.

Community members and Baystate 
Health providers and staff gathered on the 
evening of September 18 to celebrate the 
campaign’s launch. The event, originally 
planned to be held in the Bolduc Fami-
ly Courtyard at Baystate Medical Cen-
ter, was moved inside due to inclement 
weather. The courtyard was made possi-
ble by a recent gift from the Bolduc Fam-

ily and their Hope for Youth & Families 
Foundation.

Lead donors have already contributed 
generously toward the $70 million goal. 
In addition to funds for the Bolduc Fam-
ily Courtyard, campaign support includes 
a grant from the Irene E. & George A. 
Davis Foundation in support of the new 
Operating and Interventional Procedural 
Rooms at Baystate Medical Center, two 
named endowed clinical chairs, program 
contributions toward the Family Medicine 
Residency Program and mobile health, 
and support of annual giving and events 
which reach systemwide.

“Baystate Health has been providing 
high-quality, compassionate healthcare to 
this community since the 1880s,” said Dr. 
Andrew Artenstein, chief physician exec-
utive and chief academic officer at Bay-

state Health, and president at Baystate 
Medical Practices. “It is our sincere hope 
that our promise to advance care and en-
hance lives will continue for the next cen-
tury and beyond. This campaign helps us 
secure our mission well into the future.”

The $70 million goal of Healthier 
Tomorrows: The Campaign for Baystate 
Health is comprehensive, meaning all 
gifts made during the campaign count to-
ward the historic goal.

“With roots dating to the founding of 
Springfield Hospital in 1883, Baystate 
has benefitted over the years from the 
generosity of community donors who 
have helped our organization to grow into 
the largest healthcare system in western 
Massachusetts,” said Scott Berg, vice 
president of philanthropy for Baystate 
Health and executive director of Baystate 

Health Foundation.
“Today, every contribution, no mat-

ter the size and no matter what the donor 
chooses to direct it toward, matters in this 
campaign as Baystate continues its es-
sential role in the health of the people in 
our communities. Everyone has a stake in 
Healthier Tomorrows. We are truly all in 
this together.”

Baystate Health’s last campaign con-
cluded in 2012. The $23 million raised 
supported building the shell of the Hos-
pital of the Future wing, including space 
for a new emergency department and the 
Davis Family Heart & Vascular Center. 
Healthier Tomorrows: The Campaign for 
Baystate Health will help complete much 
of the shell space as intended to accom-
modate new technology and meet the 
growing needs of the community.

health wellness
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Submitted photos

Dr. Mark Keroack, President and CEO, 
Baystate Health

Left to right: Sheldrick Streete, Chief Operating Officer, Baystate Medical Center and 
Vice President, Hospital Operations, Baystate Health; Dr. Andrew Artenstein, Chief 
Physician Executive and Chief Academic Officer, Baystate Health;  Joanne Miller, Chief 
Nurse Executive, Baystate Health and Chief Nursing Officer, Baystate Medical Center ; 
Dr. Mark Keroack, President and CEO, Baystate Health;  Samuel Skura, President, 
Baystate Medical Center and Senior Vice President of Hospital Operations, Baystate 
Health;  Scott Berg, Vice President of Philanthropy, Baystate Health, Executive Director, 
Baystate Health Foundation


