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Dog Rex loved the plaid antlers and matched perfectly with Santa.

Friends of Animal Control
host pet photos with Santa

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - Occurring
on Nov. 22, the Friends of
Ludlow Animal Control host-
ed their third annual pet pho-
tos with Santa, inviting res-
ident’s furry friends to smile
brightly to benefit operating
expenses for the Friends. Me-
dia Director of the Friends
Cheryl Lukas explained the
non-profit group, where the
expenses  benefit Animal
Control, and how the Friends
are in need of volunteers for
events like these.

“The Friends of Ludlow
Animal Control is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit group of local
volunteers and concerned cit-
izens who thrive to raise ex-
tra money to pay for animal
control expenses.

Ludlow’s Animal Control
Officer, Octavia Anderson,
has mounting bills and a lim-
ited town budget. This orga-

nization holds several yearly
events to help offset these
costs, as well as raise money
to build their own shelter, to
help save animals’ lives, with
the slogan, ‘Help Us, Help
Them.’. At the end of 2022,
Anderson decided it was
necessary to start a fundrais-
ing group to help with aban-
doned, neglected, and stray
animals. When she obtained
enough committed volunteers
for an official business enti-
ty, her nonprofit was formed.
The original group named
‘Ludlow Animal PA.L.S.,
Inc.” was registered in Apr.,
2023. Under this name, their
first event was a milestone
birthday party in May, 2023,
of which all proceeds were
donated to Ludlow Animal
P.A.L.S. Other events were
planned for the year, but their
pet photos with Santa in Nov.
2023, has been their biggest,
now becoming their signature
event,” explained Lukas.

“In Mar., 2024, after re-

searching how best to search
for a local nonprofit like
this, the name was official-
ly changed to ‘Friends of
Ludlow Animal Control’
showing the connection to
its main support. Since their
introduction, events have in-
cluded: three restaurant bene-
fits, two ‘Howl-O-Ween’ Pet
Costume Parties, two giving
Tues., a ‘Crafts & Drafts’
activity, Winter Wonderland
Photos at LHS and Cele-
bration Picnic for Ludlow’s
250th Celebration, both Fall-
ing into Fun 250th events,
a Road Trip (photos in a hot
rod) at Cindy’s Drive-In’s 30
year anniversary party, and
the most recent third annual
Pet Photos with Santa. This
year, a volunteer team of two
amazing photographers cap-
tured over 2,500 shots from
over 40 well-behaved pets

Please see PET PHOTOS,
Page 7
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Town Administrator Strange
answers resident questions

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - During the
first week of December,
The Register was contacted
by a resident asking about
updates about the Town,
hours and notices of Town
Hall, and how the public
can watch and stay informed
on weekly Town meetings.
Speaking with Town Ad-
ministrator Marc Strange,
who clarified and explained
the residents’ questions,
presented a couple of rec-
ommendations to help the
public.

When Town Hall is
closed, how do residents
find out when the building is

closed? Is it through a robo
call to their homes or notice
in The Register?

“We post the info on the
Town’s website and Face-
book page. Residents can
sign up to automatically re-
ceive these kinds of news
flashes that we post on the
website. We also post signs
on the exterior doors for
those who come to Town
Hall after it’s closed,” said
Strange.

The Town’s website is
‘ludlow.ma.us’ and on the
home page, titled ‘Welcome
to Ludlow, Massachusetts’,
residents can scroll down to
the news and updates title
and type their email for the
latest updates in Town.

Can residents expect up-

dated signs on where the
Town Offices are located?
“The Treasurer’s Office,
which is predominantly used
by internal staff, is still lo-
cated on the second floor
and now shares space with
the Human Resources De-
partment. The Collector’s
Office, which is where res-
idents can pay their taxes,
is now located on the first
floor across from the Health
Department. There are signs
up in Town Hall on the first
floor and we have ordered a
new office directory, which
will also reflect these chang-
es,” said Strange.
When  walking

Please sce TOWN
ADMINISTRATOR, Page 10
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Veterans, volunteers comes
together to lay wreaths

AGAWAM - On Sat-
urday, Dec. 13, Wreaths
Across America Day
was celebrated at Aga-
wam Veterans Memorial
Cemetery. Agawam is
the region’s only veter-
ans cemetery.

Volunteers and Vet-
erans organizations from
all over Western Massa-
chusetts spent the morn-
ing laying wreaths on all
the graves at the mas-
sive cemetery. The main
sponsors of the event
were King Gray Coach
Lines and Six Flags
New England, which is
up the street from the
cemetery.

The event featured
ceremonial wreath lay-
ing for the six branches
of the military as well as
the Merchant Marines,
Prisoners of War, and
the Gold Star Families.
Volunteers are invited to
assist with Wreaths Out
Day on Wednesday, Jan.
15, 2026 at 8:30 a.m. to
collect the wreaths.

Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kaci Mack prepares to lay a wreath during the opening
ceremony. See more photos on page 7.

Hubbard Memorial gives updates

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - Throughout
the winter break beginning
on Dec. 26 through Jan. 3,
2026, the Hubbard Memori-
al Library will host vacation
fun like New Years sticker
making, gingerbread slime
do-it-yourself craft, sports
bingo hosted by a LHS stu-
dent, and much more. Catch-
ing up with the Director of
the Library Melissa Rickson,
who represented adult pro-
gramming at the library, the
main highlight of 2025 was
the senior volleyball sessions
that brought in an energetic
group of competitors every
week.

Heading upstairs to the
Youth Room, Youth Services
Assistant  Kristin ~ Santos
spoke about what families
can expect for the New Year,
while sharing her own fa-
vorite events and activities
in 2025. Santos shared that
her favorite event this year
has been the annual Easter
egg hunt held in the library

Turley photo by Amanda Munson

One of the more memorable contests was the coloring sweater contests that featured
characters like Hello Kitty, Snoopy, and a reindeer.

lawn, specifically due to the
children’s involvement and
friendly competition.

“That one is fun because
kids get to color eggs. We
do a coloring contest where
they color eggs, and we lam-

inate them and put them on
signs. We put them out on
the lawn, and they get to col-
or them. It’s fun because ev-
eryone wins and they get so
excited to see their eggs out
there. Often with an Easter

egg hunt, it’s kind of this me-
lee of arms, legs, and plas-
tic eggs...and then it’s over.

Please see LlBHAHY,
Page 6

Health insurance
costs on the rise

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW — On Dec.
16, Town Administrator
Marc Strange updated the
Select Board on expected
health insurance increases.
“The expected health in-
surance increases will put
us in the position where
we really need to request
an operational override so
we can pay those addition-
al costs. I did write a memo
for the board, I would
like to read it for the pub-
lic’s benefit as well,” said
Strange.

Strange read the memo
aloud to the board, “As we
have discussed, the antici-
pated health insurance cost
increases for Fiscal Year
27, which are 18%, create
an unprecedented shortfall
in the Town’s operating
budget. After completion
of the level one budget sub-
missions, the budget is ap-
proximately $2.6 million

over budget. Due to line-
item reductions and adjust-
ments, that number will
change as we move from
level one to level two. Lev-
el two being the budget that
gets sent to Town Meeting.
However, without paradigm
changes, we likely will
not be able to balance the
FY27 operating budget.”
Strange continued, “The
memo goes on to discuss a
two-pronged approach; one
is negotiating health insur-
ance splits and plan design
changes with employees,
and the discussion of the
proposition of the two and
a half operation overrides.
With respect to health in-
surance, the Town proposed
two options to the Insur-
ance Advisory Committee,
IAC, which is comprised
of one representative col-
lective bargaining unit. In
sum, those two options are

Please see HEALTH
GOSTS, Page 5
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Nomination papers available

LUDLOW - Nomination
papers for the March 23,
2026, Annual Town Election
are available in the Town
Clerk’s office.

Assessor, 1 seat; 3-year
term

Board of Health, 1 seat;
3-year term

Housing  Authority, 1
seat; 5-year term

Library Trustee, 1 seat;
3-year term

Planning Board, 1 seat;
5-year term

Planning Board, 1 seat;
4-year unexpired term

Recreation Commission,
1 seat; 3-year term

Select Board, 1 seat;
3-year terms
Town Clerk, 1 seat;

3-year term
Town Moderator, 1 seat;
3-year term

Town-wide office nom-
ination papers must be
signed by at least 50 reg-
istered voters in Ludlow.
Candidates are advised to
collect more than 50 signa-
tures to ensure the requisite
number of certified signa-

tures.

Town meeting member
nomination papers must be
signed by at least ten regis-
tered voters of the precinct
in which the candidate re-
sides.

Voters in each precinct
will elect five town meeting
members for three years and
elect other members as nec-
essary to fill existing vacan-
cies.

Please call the Town
Clerk’s office with any ques-
tions (413) 583-5600 Ext. 1.

LIGHT
A CANDLE
OF LOVE.

Since Christmas is a time for remembering,
we are lighting a candle in our funeral homes
for all the families we have served.

As you enjoy this Christmas season,
we hope this gesture will serve to remind you
of the holidays past and the importance of family.

May the quiet peace of Christmas
fill your heart and home.

inos-Mazur

Funeral Home

Caring for the Community Since 1932

Ludlow Senior Center looks ahead to 2026

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On Dec. 15,
across the hallway from the
Heritage “Pops” Orchestra
that played for the members
of the Ludlow Senior Center,
Activities Director Maria Ar-
dolino shared how the center
has been doing, what mem-
bers and guests can expect
in the New Year, and reflect-
ing on 2025. Ardolino began
by commenting that she has
a few grants coming up and
when planning new events
or activities for the next year,
she often finds connections
when she’s out and about that
help decide what she wants
to bring back to the center.

“I'm always looking for
something new and different,

something that the seniors
will get a lot out of. I’'m very
proud of the year we’ve had,
together as a staff we work
well, and it was a diverse
schedule. We were busy and
handled everything well.
Hopefully we can replicate it
and beat it, above and beyond
for next year!” said Ardolino.

When asked how the or-
chestra came to the center,
Ardolino shared that one of
the band members’ moms
frequents the senior cen-
ter and that’s how the event
on Mon. came to fruition.
Attending a couple of craft
fairs, Ardolino was intro-
duced to a woodworker, au-
thors, and photographers who
will bring something differ-
ent for the members in the
future.

“It’s expanding their hori-

zons; it’s not the same old
thing. I'm having Cher-
yl Fay back again, she’s
an actor and she did a one
woman show. In Jan., we
are having an Elvis imper-
sonator on his birthday,
Jan. 8, which will be Elvis’
90th birthday. I'm always
thinking about how we can
bring this back to the cen-
ter,” said Ardolino.

For the Christmas and
holiday season, Ardolino
shared her favorite tradition
is making gingerbread hous-
es with her family, especially
her husband. Regarding New
Year’s, Ardolino shared her
best advice which was, “You
got one body, you gotta keep
it healthy” and highlighting
the importance of moving the
body and keeping your mind
sharp.

Welcome to the Ludlow Senior Center

Holiday cheer and excitement is in the
air as well as entertainment, activities, new
programs and a chance to meet and min-
gle. Gather with friends in the Center’s
beautiful dining room and enjoy a deli-
cious lunch complete with coffee, tea, and
dessert. To join us, just call 413-583-3564
a day in advance to reserve your spot (Call
Friday for Monday lunch).

Don’t miss out on what’s happening.
Pick up our monthly Newsletter at the
Center or share your email with us to have
it delivered straight to your inbox. You
can also explore programs, find important
forms, and learn more about what a Se-
nior Center has to offer at ludlow.ma.us/
coa/. And for the latest news and photos,
be sure to “like” the Ludlow Senior Center
on Facebook!

As the days grow colder and the sea-
son turns cozy, we look forward to sharing
warm meals, great programs, and good
company with you at the Center. Please
note that if the Ludlow schools are closed
or have a delay due to inclement weather,
the Center will be closed or have a delayed
opening.

Activities Calendar:

Please register in advance for items
with*

Thursday, December 25
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAY

Friday, December 26
CLOSED

Monday, December 29

9 a.m. Knitting

9:30 a.m. Boomer Bootcamp*
10 a.m. Computer Help

1 p.m. Scrabble

1:15 p.m. Pitch

2:30 p.m. Zumba Gold

Tuesday, December 30
9 a.m. Quilting

9 a.m. Line Dancing

10 a.m. Cribbage

10:30 a.m. Gentle Yoga

12:30 p.m. Blood Pressure Checks

1 p.m. Western Dance Class

1:30 p.m. Bingo

4:30 p.m. Power Pump Exercise Class

4:45 p.m. Movie: The Apartment
(1960)

Wednesday, December 31

8:45 a.m. Zumba Gold

9 a.m. Ceramics

10:30 a.m. Healthy Bones & Balance*
Center Closes at 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 1

CENTER CLOSED FOR THE HOLI-
DAY

*PLEASE register for Boomer Boot
Camp, Healthy Bones & Balance, Foot
Care, and other programs as noted by call-
ing 583-3564

Daily Events:

Café: Monday — Friday 8-11 a.m.

Exercise Room: Monday - Friday 8
a.m. — 3:30 p.m. Open until 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Walking Club: Monday — Friday 7 a.m.
and 8 a.m., leaving from the parking lot.

Menu:
Thursday, December 25: CLOSED
FOR THE HOLIDAY

Friday, December 26: CLOSED

Monday, December 29: Swedish Meat-
balls/Egg Noodles/Veggies

Tuesday, December 30: New Years
Lunch! Chicken Cordon Bleu/Rice/Veg-
gies

Wednesday, December 31: No Lunch.
Center Closes 11:30 a.m.

Thursday, January 1: Center Closed

Friday, January 2: Center Closed

Reserve a delicious $2 lunch by calling
a day ahead. all on Friday to reserve lunch
on Monday.

For allergy concerns, call the Senior
Center to inquire about ingredients at 413-
583-3564.

Anatolian
hebab House

(413) 333-4744

THE UNIQUE TASTE OF TURKISH CUISINE IN
AN AMERICAN ATMOSPHERE

|| DINEIN s TAKE OUT 3

DELIVERY

Mediterranean Pide (Flatbreads),
Kebabs, Gyros, Seafood, Falafel,
Wraps, Sandwiches, Salads & More

64 Sewall Street, Ludlow, MA 01056-3415
413-583-3581 fax: 413-547-8888
email: KapinosMazurFH@ aol.com
www.KapinosMazurFH.com

186 MAIN STREET, INDIAN ORCHARD

| WE CATER ALL OCCASIONS!

OPEN 7 DAYS 12-9PM
www. anatolian-kebab-house.square.site POORDASH

ORDER ONLINE
DELIVERY
WITH UBER &
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The room was packed with members and friends enjoying the big band music.

Heritage ‘Pops’ Orchestra celebrates
Christmas at Ludlow Senior Center

By Amanda Munson
Staff Writer
amunson@turley.com

LUDLOW - On the
afternoon of Dec. 15, the
beginning of a cold winter
week, the Heritage ‘Pops’
Orchestra  played their
Christmas concert to cel-
ebrate the Christmas sea-
son with big band sounds.
From the 20-piece Heritage
“Pops” Orchestra, the band
had an assortment of music
players and singers that of-
fered a variety of sounds to
the members and guests of
the Ludlow Senior Center.

From alto and baritone
saxophones, trombones,
trumpets, drums and clar-

inets, the group played
Christmas and  holiday
classics that got members
onto their feet and dancing
to the music. Performing
for over 20 years, the or-
chestra features Vocalist
Ann Maggs and features
the sound of the big band
era, with a variety of music
including Polish, Latin and
Spanish music.

With an additional six-
piece Heritage “Pops” Pol-
ka Band, composed of vet-
eran polka musicians, the
ensemble can be seen at the
Polish American Citizens
Club.

To learn more about the
Heritage “Pops” Orchestra,
visit heritagepops.com

These ladies were up and dancing together as a group, smiling
for the camera

One of the singers sang in the crowd and picked a member
who was dancing together with friends at the table.

The Heritage “Pops” Orchestra played familiar holiday hits
that had members clapping along to the beat.

The ensemble was set up in three different rows, featuring a
variety of instruments, offering a unique sound.

Financial strategies. One-on-one advice.

Steven A. Crespo
Financial Advisor

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Market swings

making you uneasy? Let’s talk.
Knowing our clients
personally is what we do.
Schedule a complimentary
portfolio review.

. 658 Center St., Ludlow, MA 01056

4 1 3'547'6048 Member SIPC

After every song, members and guests applauded the music
group, happy to experience a concert right before the holidays.

Santos Barber Shop

Corner of East and (244)
Hubbard St., Ludlow

A Traditional Barber Shop
wime  413.583.4042
Joe Santos

or text
Registered Master Hours: Tuesday - Fri iday 9-6
Barber Since 1976 ~ Appointments preferred - Give us a call today!

APPOINTMENTS USUALLY AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY - CALL US!
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THE BEST FRESH FOR

YOUR HOLIDAYS!

Merr}(rgghristmas
Happy Healthy New Year

To All Our Customers & Friends

.

By|elal
FOR NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS

Holiday Food

Call to Order 589-7071
Cocktail Shrimp, Stuffed Mushrooms,
Meatballs, Quiche, Lasagna,

Deli Platters, Fruit or Veggie Trays,
Fresh Baked Pies & Desserts

Craft Beers, Wines,
Champagnes & Proseccos

- For A Sparkling New Year!
Buy 6 Bottles of Wine
Mix & Match ~ Save 10%

Gourmet

Gift Baskets

Ready For Pick Up

GREAT HOSTESS GIFTS
Snack Attacks, Wine Baskets,
Entertainments & MORE!

....................................................

RANDALL'’S GIFT CARDS
The Perfect Gift!

..................................................

The New Yean

With Sparkling Fresh Flower
Bouquets & Arrangements

Starting Dec. 26, 2025

SELECT HOLIDAY
CANDY & SPECIALTIES
Up To 50% OFF
HOLIDAY DECORATIONS
Up To 50% OFF

ALWAYS FRESH AT

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071 e www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN CHRISTMAS EVE 12/24 7AM - 5PM
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
OPEN NEW YEAR’S EVE 7AM - 6PM
CLOSED NEW YEAR’S DAY
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM

Find us on and

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one

DR. CHRIS LAVOIE
Lavoie Family Chiropractic

Exam & Six Treatments $285
Cell: 413-222-6841

Insurance Not Accepted

ACACIO SERRAZINA
Bricklayer/Mason

Masonry by Acacio

Chimneys, Walls and
Other Masonry Specialties
Cell: (413) 433-3238
Home: (413) 543-6773

Real Estate Transactions

- Refinances

corrected insertion, nor -
will be liable for any er-

ror in an advertisement

to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

MARTA

LAW OFFICES

(413) 610-1122 « Fax: (413) 610-1126
77 Winsor St., Suite 202, Ludlow
pmarta@martalawoffices.com

Equities
Purchase
Sales

Short Sales

$1200/week

207-607-9333

[ FIVE ISLANDS _

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
o Close to Reid State Park
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OPINION

GUEST COLUMN

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Why won't Social Security
give me my benefits?

Dear Rusty:

I called the Social Secu-
rity office, as well as went
with my husband when he
went to collect his Social
Security. Because I work
full-time at about $800/
week, they said I could not
file for my Social Security.
Yet I seem to read articles
all the time about people
doing so.

My husband just filed
for his benefits and is now
collecting them. Out of the
two of us, his Social Secu-
rity will be larger. Please
advise me.

Signed: Wanting my
Benefits

Dear Wanting my Ben-
efits:

If you have not yet
reached your SS Full Re-
tirement Age and you are
working full time, you are
likely being affected by
Social Security’s Annual
Earnings Test, which lim-
its how much you can earn
while collecting Social Se-
curity prior to your FRA.
Your FRA is somewhere
between 66 and 67, de-
pending on when you were
born. The annual earnings
limit for those collecting
SS benefits prior to FRA in
2025 is $23,400 (changes
yearly) and, if that is ex-
ceeded, Social Security will
take away benefits equal
to $1 for every $2 you are
over the limit. If you ap-
plied for your benefits and
are still working, and were
denied, it’s likely because
Social Security determined
that your current annual
earnings considerably ex-
ceed the earnings limit and,
thus, you cannot collect
benefits. That’s because the
penalty for exceeding the
limit would be more than
your benefit amount.

FYI, the earnings lim-
it will go away when you
reach your full retirement
age so, after FRA, you can
claim your benefits even if
you are still working. Or
if you stop working before
your FRA you can collect
your SS benefits at that
time.

None of this means you
are losing money, because
your monthly SS payment
will continue to grow until

you later claim (e.g., after
you stop working, or only
work part-time), or until
you reach 70 years of age.
When you later claim, your
monthly benefit will be
higher and, depending on
your longevity, you may
recover what you didn’t get
now because you are work-
ing. And that includes both
your own SS retirement
benefit and any spousal
boost you may be entitled
to from your husband.

So, my suggestion is
this: as long as you are
working full time and ex-
ceeding Social  Securi-
ty’s annual earnings limit,
continue to wait to claim
your Social Security. Then,
when you reach your full
retirement age — again, be-
tween 66 and 67, depend-
ing on the year you were
born or if you stop working
before that, go ahead and
apply for Social Security
again.

At that time, your ap-
plication will be approved,
and you will be awarded
your own earned SS retire-
ment amount plus any ad-
ditional amount you may
be due as your husband’s
spouse. To be entitled to
a spousal boost from your
husband, your own FRA
entitlement must be less
than 50% of your hus-
band’s FRA entitlement.
But the amount you get will
be reduced if you claim
before your full retirement
age.
The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental en-
tity. This article is intended
for information purposes
and does not represent le-
gal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the As-
sociation Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.
org/programs/social-secu-
rity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS

As a free service for our readers, we will print all births,

weddings, engagements,

milestone anniversaries,

major

birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo-
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content.

For more information, or to submit people or milestone
news for The Register, please email theregister@turley.com.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION

www.turley.com

Tell Us What
You Think

' 4

Share your thoughts and suggestions
with our staff and your fellow readers.
Participate in our opinion pages,
or contact us anytime with your feedback!

The Register
Your Communily Newspaper

www.register.turley.com
theregister@turley.com ¢ 413.283.8393

EDITORIAL

Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church
in 1897

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some of
my little friends say that there
is no Santa Claus. Papa says
“If you see it in the Sun, it is
s0.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia,

Your little friends are
wrong. They have been af-
fected by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can be
which is not comprehensible
by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia,
whether they be men’s or chil-
dren’s, are little. In this great
universe of ours, man is a
mere insect, an ant, in his in-
tellect, as compared with the
boundless world about him, as
measured by the intelligence
capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a
Santa Claus. He exists as cer-

tainly as love and generosity
and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and
give to our life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were
no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poet-
ry, no romance to make toler-
able this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The eternal
light with which childhood
fills the world would be ex-
tinguished.

Not believe in Santa
Claus? You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might
get your Papa to hire men to
watch all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did not
see Santa Claus coming down,
what would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa Claus,
but that is no sign that there is
no Santa Claus The most real
things in the world are those
that neither children nor men

can see.

Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn? Of
course not, but that’s no proof
that they are not there. No-
body can conceive or imag-
ine all the wonders that are
unseen and unseeable in the
world.

You tear apart the baby’s
rattle and see what makes the
noise inside, but there is a veil
covering the unseen world
which not the strongest man,
or even the united strength of
all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only
faith, fancy, poetry, love, ro-
mance, can push aside that
curtain and view and picture
the supernatural beauty and
glory beyond.

Is it all real? Ah, Virginia,
in all this world there is noth-
ing else as real and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from
now, maybe 10 times 10,000
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts
of children.

Submitted photos

Iconic Christmas tree benefits Habitat for Humanity

The season of giving is
here and in true community
spirit, many will say no one
does Christmastime quite
like New York City or Habi-
tat for Humanity. Each year,
a Norway Spruce is donated,
decorated, and displayed out-
side of Rockefeller Center in
Manhattan. After the tree is
taken down in the New Year,
the trunk is milled into lum-
ber and donated to Habitat
for Humanity International
(HFHI) where it will be used
for a future build.

The partnership between
Real Estate Company Tish-
man Speyer, which owns and
operates Rockefeller Center,
and HFHI formed in 2007.
The collaboration inspired
“The Carpenter’s Gift,” by
David Rubel, a children’s
book that follows the journey
of a young boy who wished
for a decent home and how it
comes true in an unexpected
way. Books are available for
$10 each at Greater Spring-
field Habitat for Humanity
(GSHFH) by calling (413)
739-5503.

“The heartwarming tale
told in ‘The Carpenter’s Gift’
brings together — through
beautiful illustrations and a
moving,  multi-generation-
al story — two great tradi-

tions: the Rockefeller Center
tree and the neighbor-help-
ing-neighbor  program  of
Habitat for Humanity,” said
late President James “Jim-
my” Carter in a previous in-
terview. “The tree annually
brightens the Christmas sea-
son for millions who see it.
Habitat houses brighten the
lives of families all over the
world — for those who live
in them and those who build
them.”

Since 2007, trees have
been harvested from and used
in Mid-Atlantic and New
England states, with the ex-
ception of the first tree. That
spruce came from Connecti-
cut, and its lumber was used
in Mississippi.

This  year’s  Norway
Spruce hails from East
Greenbush, a suburb of Al-
bany, New York. It’s 74 feet
tall, 45 feet wide, and weighs
roughly 11 tons.

The tree is topped with
more than 50,000 multi-col-
ored lights and 5 miles of
wire wrapped around it. A
three-dimensional star, de-
signed by architect Daniel
Libeskind in 2018, is perched
on top. The star weighs ap-
proximately 900 pounds, has
70 spikes, and is covered in 3
million crystals.

“That’s so cool,” said Tri-
na Winans, Greater Spring-
field Habitat volunteer and
supporter.

GSHFH intern
Shlosser agreed.

“That is a very kind and
generous thing,” he said. “I'm
very thankful for it because
it means another family will
have the wood needed for a
home.”

The tree caught Rocke-
feller Center head gardener
Erik Pauze’s attention after a
picture of the spruce reached
him via a Rockefeller Center
security supervisor. Erik vis-
ited the tree at Judy Russ’s
family property in East
Greenbush.

“As soon as I saw it, I
knew it was perfect,” Erik
said.

Erik returned to the Russ
property several times to wa-
ter and care for the tree.

The spruce arrived at
Rockefeller Center on Nov. 8.

The 2025 Rockefeller
Center Christmas tree is lit
daily from 5am to midnight
until mid-January 2026 when
it’s turned off at 10pm. There
are a few exceptions. On
Christmas Day, the tree is lit
for 24 hours. On New Year’s
Eve, it is lit from 5 a.m. to 9
p-m.

Nate
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters to the editor should be 250 words
or less in length. No unsigned or anonymous
opinions will be published. We require
letter writers to include his or her town of
residence and home telephone number.
We must authenticate authorship prior to
publication.

We reserve the right to edit or withhold
any submissions deemed to be libelous
or contain unsubstantiated allegations,
personal attacks, defamation of character
and offensive language.

Al unknown or alleged facts and
quotations offered by the author need to cite
credible, unbiased sources.

Send letters to: The Register,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 or
email theregister@turley.com.
The deadline for submissions
is Friday at noon.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

Readers, local merchants, institutions,
municipalities, non-profit groups, and civic
organizations are strongly encouraged to
send The Register your hometown news
and photos. News items and press releases
should be sent via email to mharrison@
turley.com as an attachment AND pasted
directly into the email message screen.

Please send photo captions identifying all
subjects in your image(s) from left to right.

We need first and last name, hometown,
title if applicable, and a brief description of
what subjects are doing in the photo. Email
uncorrected, raw, RGB color digital photos at
highest resolution directly off your camera to
mharrison@turley.com.

Publicity chairpersons are encouraged to
send in news about upcoming fundraising
or other calendar events at least three
weeks before the event.

If you are having difficulty with a press
release or need help, please call (413) 283-
8393.

To send submissions by regular post,
mail to: The Register, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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ELECTION
LETTERS POLICY

The Register welcomes readers
to participate in this year’s election
campaigns by writing letters to the editor
for publication on these pages. Letters
of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or
discussing campaign issues should be
sent to The Register, care of Turley Publi-
cations, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
theregister@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification
purposes (it will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon Monday to be
considered for that Thursday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting
their own candidacy will be printed. If the
volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper,
or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a
representative sample. No endorsement
letters will be printed in the last edition
before the election.

For more information, call the editor
at 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the
newspaper plans to print stories about
contested races for Congress, state
Senate, state House, district attorney
and Governor’s Council during the weeks
leading up to the election, as well as a
question-and-answer voters guide. In
order to ensure fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases will be printed,
nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events
may contact advertising, 413-283-8393
about paid advertising in The Register.
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MMWEC enters power purchase agreements with Maine Wind Projects

LUDLOW— Mas-
sachusetts Municipal
Wholesale  Electric  Com-

pany (MMWEC), the Com-
monwealth’s designated not-
for-profit joint action agency
for municipal utilities, is en-
tering into power purchase
agreements (PPAs) with two
Maine onshore wind projects.
MMWEC’s Board of Di-
rectors has authorized the or-
ganization to proceed with ex-
ecuting contracts for the wind
energy and associated renew-
able energy credits (RECs).
Twelve MMWEC Member
municipal light plants (MLPs)
plan to participate in the PPAs

with Stetson Wind I and 1II, lo-
cated in Danforth, Washington
County, Maine. They include
the MLPs located in the com-
munities of Boylston, Groton,
Holyoke, Ipswich, Marble-
head, Peabody, Princeton,
Shrewsbury, Sterling, Temple-
ton, Wakefield and West Boyl-
ston.

Stetson Wind I is a 38-tur-
bine, 57-megawatt (MW)
project which reached com-
mercial operation in 2009.
Stetson Wind II is a 17-tur-
bine, 25.5 MW project which
reached commercial opera-
tion in 2010. The projects are
owned and operated by Terra-

Form Power.

The PPA is a five-year
agreement, commencing in
January 2026, for approxi-
mately 12 MW/42,196 mega-
watt hours (MWh) of capacity
from Stetson Wind I and IL
MMWEC'’s offtake represents
18.6% of Stetson I and 20%
of Stetson II.

The agreement provides
participating  MLPs  with
unit-specific wind power and
the associated unit-specif-
ic Class I renewable energy
credits. The Stetson projects
are strong inland wind re-
sources, operating at a capac-
ity factor of approximately

40%.

“This agreement will pro-
vide participating MLPs with
a reliable source of renew-
able energy while supporting
MLP clean energy goals,” said
MMWEC CEO Tom Barry.
“This agreement demonstrates
the commitment of MMWEC
and its Project Participants
in proactively decarbonizing
their power portfolios.”

About MMWEC

MMWEC is a not-for-
profit, public corporation and
political subdivision of the
Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts created by an Act of the
General Court in 1975 and au-

thorized to issue tax-exempt
debt to finance a wide range
of energy facilities. MMWEC
provides a variety of power
supply, financial, risk manage-
ment and other services to the
state’s consumer-owned, mu-
nicipal utilities. It is the larg-
est provider of asset-owned
generation for municipal light
departments in New England.
About TerraForm Power
TerraForm Power, a controlled
affiliate of Brookfield Asset
Management, is a leading
owner, operator and producer
of renewable energy in North
America. The company’s port-
folio contains 3,400 MW of

utility-scale wind, solar, and
battery storage facilities with
operations in 23 U.S. states
and Ontario, Canada. Terra-
Form Power’s high-quality
diversified assets generate
significant organic cash flow,
and  support  repowering,
co-location and hybridization
opportunities within its broad
existing footprint, as well as
greenfield development. The
company has a high-quality,
approximately 6,000 MW re-
newable development pipeline
and is well positioned to meet
surging electricity demand.
For more information, please
visit: terraform.com

Ludlow Fire Department extinguishes house fire

LUDLOW - Chief Ryan
Pease reports that the Lud-
low Fire Department extin-
guished a house fire on Sun-
day.

On Sunday, Dec. 14, at
approximately 1:05 am.,
Ludlow Central Dispatch
received a report from a
passing motorist reporting a
fire at a two-family home at

1123 East St.

Upon arrival, respond-
ing crews observed fire and
smoke coming from the rear
of the structure. Ludlow Po-
lice utilized fire extinguish-
ers to slow the spread of the
fire.

Ludlow Fire arrived
shortly after and advanced
hose lines to fully extin-

guish the fire. The fire was
contained to the first-floor
kitchen area.

There were no reported
injuries. Five residents from
the first floor were displaced
and are currently being
housed on the second floor
of the home.

Off-duty Ludlow Fire-
fighters were called in to

provide station coverage.
Ludlow Police assisted on
scene, and Ludlow Central
Dispatch provided com-
munication and logistical
support throughout the in-
cident.

The cause of the fire is
believed to be accidental,
but it remains under investi-
gation by Ludlow Fire.

Evangel Assembly hosts Open Door
Open Mic Night on Dec. 25

WILBRAHAM—Evan-
gel Assembly is delighted
to open its doors and hearts
this Christmas, inviting the
Wilbraham-Hampden com-
munity and neighboring
towns to a complimentary
Christmas  Dinner  on
Wednesday, Dec. 25, 2025.

The free dinner will be
served from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Evangel Assembly,
located at 348 Stony Hill
Road, Wilbraham, MA.

Everyone is welcome-no
registration required.

Whether you’re spend-
ing the holiday alone,
looking to share a meal
with loved ones, or simply
wanting to celebrate with
new friends, you’ll find a
warm welcome, delicious
food, and the joy of the
season.

“This Christmas Dinner
is our way of sharing the
love and hope of Christmas

with our neighbors,” said
Outreach Pastor Lori Phil-
lips. “No one should spend
Christmas Day without a
hot meal and the company
of others. We can’t wait to
celebrate together.”

The event is open to
all ages and backgrounds.
Volunteers from Evangel
Assembly will serve a tra-
ditional holiday meal in a
festive, family-friendly at-
mosphere.

HEALTH from Page 1

as follows, a premium split
change from 78% -22%
to 75% -25% for existing
employees, that means the
Town currently pays 78%
of the health insurance costs
and the employees pay 22%.
The proposal would reduce
that to 75/25 for existing
employees and then for new
employees in the future, a
70/30 split for those who
subscribe to the HMO, and
a 60/40 split for those who
subscribe to the PPO. Plus,
an increase in the overall de-
ductible that all employees
will pay from $500 for sin-
gles and doubles, and $1,000
for family. Up to $1,000 for
singles and doubles, and
$2,000 for family; that was
one proposal,” said Strange.

The second proposal
does not include any reduc-
tions in the premium splits;
it is an increase in the over-
all deductible from $500
for a single and a double,
and a $1,000 for a family
to $2,000 for a single and
a double, and $4,000 for a
family.

“We still have plenty
of discussions ahead of us,

but it sounds like the leader
in the clubhouse is propos-
al number two, which in-
volves only the deductible
increase. Part of the plan de-
sign change process requires
the Town to share a portion
of the savings with the im-
pact that employees IE sub-
scribers. We are reserving an
amount of free cash to fund
that compensation to em-
ployees. Any savings from
these plan design changes
will be realized dollar for
dollar in the FY27 operat-
ing budget. We are estimat-
ing that the amount of those
savings to be between $800
and $900,000. With regards
to the proposition two and
a half override, even with
those large savings from
the plan design changes, we

will still need to bridge an
estimated $1.5 to $1.7 mil-
lion budget deficit. Those
are rough numbers and are
subject to change, but a
deficit of that large cannot
be closed by reducing line
items. It will either require
an override or staff program
cuts and/or increased fees,”
said Strange.

Strange went on to ex-
plain the plan is to request a
$3 million override at Town
Meeting in May, 2026. If
the override is authorized
by Town Meeting, a Spe-
cial Election on the override
question in early June for
the whole Town to vote on
it. The TA report continued;
The Register will cover this
meeting in future articles.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

HANNOUSH

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

Is At An All-Time High!
25% Extra

10%
Extra Cash

When Cashing In

Your

When You Use Your

Towards

A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

Tree of Love
fundraiser

PALMER—The Tree
of Love annual fundraiser
honors a loved one with
a wooden ornament to be
put on our tree near the
Baystate Wing Gift Shop
from November thru De-
cember.

A single name orna-
ment is $5 and a family
name is $10.

More information and
forms are available in the
Gift Shop or by our tree
on the 1st floor.

§ L

Lotto calendars available

PALMER—Baystate
Wing Gift Shop Annual
January Lotto Calendars
are now available through
Jan. 30, 2026. The draw-
ing will be held Feb. 3,
2026.

The price is $5 for one
calendar with 31 chances
to win and $10 for three
calendars with 93 chance
to win. The winner need

not be present.

Funds are used for
scholarship awards for
seven local high school
graduates and towards
the gift shop’s pledge of
$200,000 (in installments)
to Baystate Wing to a spe-
cific department.

These  make  great
stocking stuffers/gifts or
recognition of someone in
your daily life.

Drop-In Tech Help available
at the Wilbraham Library

WILBRAHAM- Need
help setting up an email
account, updating your
phone, or figuring out a
new device? Volunteer
students from Wilbra-
ham & Monson Academy
(WMA) will be available
for technology assistance
at the Wilbraham Public
Library on select Fridays
from 3:30 — 5:00 p.m.

Assistance is available on
a first come, first served
basis.

Please bring any rele-
vant devices and/or log-in
and password information.

Contact the library at
413-596-6141, or visist
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org,
for more information about
upcoming dates.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Table-~Tap

THURSDAY

Prime Rib Night
served with potato, veg

SAT & SUN

Our famous brunch
9am-12pm

— |

v v
Book y(gur HOLIDAY Party today 25-90 people

Gift Cards and LOCAL Apparel make great gifts!

SUN 9:00am - 9:00pm
Mon-WED 11:00am - 9:00pm  [=]
THURS-SAT 11:00am - 10:00pm

Bar Open Late
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LOCAL APPAREL

D DOORDASH
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WEBSITE

Get Local at Home with

TheLocalTableNTap.com
(413) 279-1198 * TheLocalTableNTap@gmail.com
2039 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA
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at Hubbard Memorial Library

To register for programs or find out more
information, visit ludlow.cwmars.org, or call
(413) 583-3408. Weather-related announce-
ments for outdoor events will be made on
the library’s Facebook page the morning of
the program.

Library Hours: M, W, F 9-5, TU, TH,
9-8, S 10-2. Closed Saturdays during the
summer, Sundays and holidays.

The library will be resuming regular op-
erating hours on September 1. Please note a
change in Saturday operating hours of 10-2
rather than 9-1.

FOR ALL AGES

Friends of the Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary, third Thursday of the month, 6:00
p-m. Get involved! Join the Friends of the
Library for their monthly meeting and learn
how you can help support the library.

FOR ADULTS

Mass Center for the Book Monthly Read-
ing Challenge Each month, you’ll be chal-
lenged to read a book based on a chosen
theme. Those who participate will be en-
tered to win a free book! For more informa-
tion and to sign up, please visit massbook.
org/readingchallenge.

Chair Volleyball for Seniors, every
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. Have some fun and join
us for chair volleyball! No running or jump-
ing required. Please sign up on our website
or by calling the circulation desk at 413-583-
3408. Walk-ins are welcome.

Who picked this book? Book Club Meet-
ing, first Thursday of the month, 3:30 p.m.

Join us for this month’s Who picked this
book? Book Club meeting! You can pick up
a copy of the book at the circulation desk.

Happy Hour Book Club Meeting, last
Thursday of the month, 6:30 p.m. Join us for
this month’s Happy Hour Book Club meet-
ing! You can pick up a copy of the book at
the circulation desk.

FOR TEENS

Anime Club, Tuesday, December 30 (bi-
weekly), 3:30-5:00 pm. For middle and high
schoolers. The group chooses what to watch
each week. Join us to geek out on Anime,
try out your cosplay, and eat yummy snacks.
Registration recommended.

JJK  Animarathon, Tuesday, Decem-
ber 30, 3:30-7:30 pm. For middle and high
schoolers. Join the Anime Club and wear
your cosplay for half a season of a fan fave,
with free pizza and drinks sponsored by the
Friends of the Library.

Online Gaming Club for YAs, every
Thursday, 3:30 - 5:00 pm. For ages 10-15.
Play Roblox, Minecraft, & more. Roblox
players must have their own accounts; Mine-
craft players can bring their own devices or
use one of the library’s 8§ computers and/or
Minecraft accounts. Please register.

FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS

Read to a Poodle, Monday, December
22, 4:00 pm. Quill the poodle will visit the
Youth Room after school every other Mon-
day, and he is a great listener! Sign up for a
10-15 minute reading session. You can bring
your own book, or we can help you pick
some out when you get here. Quill is a regis-

LIBRARY from Page 1

It’s fun because they get a
whole paper worth of eggs,
and we get so many that we
have four to five different
hunts. The kids get a paper
for 16 different eggs that
they’re looking for, and an-
other kid will get a differ-
ent paper with 16 different
eggs. That’s one of my fa-
vorites and it’s always a big
event. A lot of people come
out and one of my favorite
small events is almost the
same thing,” explained San-
tos.

Santos shared that her
favorite small event at the
library is the regular scav-
enger hunts that occur twice
a month, commenting that
when she started, that’s one
of the activities she made
sure to bring to the Hubbard
Memorial.

“The kids have just taken
to them and it’s the sweetest
thing ever. There’ll be a kid
in the youth room, and he’ll
be doing the scavenger hunt
and see somebody else and
share where the next piece
is. And suddenly, the kids
are playing together and

Turley photos by Amanda Munson
Around the youth room, the space was covered with winter
wonderland decorations.

helping each other to find
them. Parents do it together
with their kids as well, so

SELF-CARE IS NOT SELFISH - IT°S NECESSARY.

Relax ~ Recharge ~Reconnect

Scan for more
information

Viola Guberow

e Face & Skin Treatments
o Lashes & Brows
o Hair Removal

e Injections

VIOLA AESTHETICS

woN
DAY SPA

Gift Cards
Available!

tered Brightspot therapy dog. Please register.

Youth Chess Club, Monday, December
29 (biweekly), 3:30-4:30 pm. Ages 9-17.
All experience levels are welcome for an
hour of chess, some instruction provided. No
matter what level you start at, you’ll be bet-
ter after playing with the club! Please regis-
ter.

Youth Crochet Club, Tuesday, Decem-
ber 30 (biweekly), 5:30-6:30 pm. For ages
10-17. For beginners through experienced
crocheters, supplies provided or bring your
own. Please register.

Easy Gifts for Grandparents, Saturday,
December 20, 11:00 am - 1:45 pm. All ages.
Make keychains, glass bead suncatchers, and
book lover votive jars, plus a personalized
gift bag and tag. Drop-in.

New Year’s Sticker Making, Monday,
December 29, all day. All ages. Drop in to
use our sticker maker and some fun designs
to make stickers celebrating the New Year!

Cupcake Liner Fireworks Craft, Satur-
day, January 3, 10:30 - 12:30 am. Make cool
fireworks-themed paper art—out of cupcake
liners! Best for children who can use scis-
sors. Drop-in.

Drop-in Holiday Card Making, for the
month of December. All ages. Pre-cut de-
signer papers, stickers, glitter, and more!

Lego Build Challenge, every Wednes-
day, 12:00 to 5:00 pm. Pull a Lego Build
Challenge Card and try to build it with the
library’s Legos, or free build just for fun. All
creations will be put on display in the Youth
Room for the week. Drop-in.

FOR CHILDREN

The Night Before Christmas, Thursday,
December 18, 6:30 pm. For preschoolers and
up. Kids wear pajamas to hear the famous
story by Clement Moore, sing carols, drink
cocoa, and have a surprise visit from a very
merry guest. Please register.

Labubu Scavenger Hunt, Friday & Sat-
urday, December 26 & 27, all day. All ages.
Pictures of Labubus will be hidden around
the Youth Room - find them all to win a
prize! Drop-in.

Gingerbread Slime, Tuesday, December
30, 2:00 - 3:00 pm. For ages 6-10. Make
sparkly, cookie-brown, gingerbread-scented
slime! Please register.

Movie: Lilo & Stitch, Wednesday, De-
cember 31, Noon - 1:45pm. Join us for the
new live-action version of Lilo & stitch, with
free popcorn and drinks and a craft. Drop-in.

Sing With Me, every Tuesday, 10:30 to
11:00 a.m.

For 0-5s. Interactive, participatory mu-
sic for children and their grown-ups with
favorite children’s songs. It takes place on
the library lawn, but we move inside for bad
weather. Drop-in.

Minecraft Club, every Saturday, noon to
1:50 pm. For ages 7-11. Bring your own de-
vice or use one of the library’s eight comput-
ers & Minecraft accounts to build, play, &
create. Please register.

Daily Drop-In Crafts, all ages. DIY crafts
available in the Youth Room daily. New craft
each week.

it’s nice to come in and do
a little activity together. We
have themed ones so the last
ones we had ugly sweaters,
so we had the kids color
the sweaters and displayed
them all over the room.
Now they are on display
on the bulletin board,” said
Santos.

Looking ahead into the
New Year, Santos explained
that the long running sing
with me program will con-
tinue, the six-week sto-
ry time sessions, and the

youth room is currently in
the planning stages of get-
ting new performers for the
patrons.

One of the ongoing crafts in the youth room was a craft
making a gingerbread person, equipping children with simple
instructions to do with their parent/guardian.

Santos continued,
“Summer reading is a big
deal, and we’re going to
gear up for that. We have a
big summer reading kickoff
party every year and that’ll
be a lot of fun. We do that
outside and the kids come
and sign up for summer
reading. We have bubbles
and sidewalk chalk and it’s
fun,” said Santos.

When asked how to stay
motivated reading during
the wintertime, Santos em-
phasized the warmth and

coziness of grabbing a few
books from the library,
making hot cocoa at home,
and reading when the

Throughout the month of Dec., the youth room held an ongoing
holiday card making station that helped young children and
adults make a card for their loved ones.

weather is snowy outside.
“What’s better than that!”
exclaimed Santos. The
Youth Room book recom-
mendation from Santos was
The Mitten by Jan Brett,

available at the library.

The Youth Room will
continue to offer quilt-
ing and sewing programs,
Nintendo Switch games,
a blind date with a book

in Feb., and more. For in-
formation on ongoing and
new programming at the
Hubbard Memorial Li-
brary, visit the library web-
site.

Scan today to book a consult! ¢
B
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75 Post Office Park

2038 Boston Road, Wilbraham (across from Big Y) Wilbraham Dr. Ana Serrenho
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

The Army wreath is laid.

Sgt. Mauricio Garcia-Garzon lays a wreath at the Veterans

Memorial Cemetery.

Brian Whitacre lays down a wreath at a grave.

The cold weather did not dampen the many volunteers who came out help lay wreaths.

Wreaths appear on all the graves in this section.

Many veterans’ organizations were represented at the event.

PET PHOTOS from Page 1

and their families, including
a dog and bunny duo, as well
as many returning dogs, all
excited to sit with Santa,” said
Lukas.

“All events have various
merchandise for sale: tank
tops, T-shirts, sweatshirts,
hoodies, lanyards, etched
glasses & jars, and other
miscellaneous items which
can be purchased with cash,
PayPal, Venmo, debit, credit,
or by check. The other most
important reason for raising
money is to eventually build
a well-needed shelter, a de-
cent place to house animals,
because Ludlow currently
doesn’t have one of its own,
and the building they are us-
ing lacks many essentials.
Donations for Friends of Lud-
low Animal Control provide
operating expenses to treat
abused/neglected injuries,
vaccinations/parasitic control,

preventive medicines, health
management, extended shel-
ter stays, special surgeries,
trap-neuter-release (TNR),
wellness visits/checkups, and
nutritional needs/supplies.
Most important for them is
the dire need for a local shel-
ter of their own. Their ideal
shelter and wishlist would
include indoor/outdoor dog
kennels, outdoor play area,
outdoor enclosed catio, cat
colony room, a quarantine
room, grooming room, com-
munity room, small animal
room, garage/storage room,
kitchen/laundry room, food
pantry/supplies, and an office
for the animal control officer.
The Friends of Ludlow Ani-
mal Control email is Friend-
sofLudlowAnimalControl @
gmail.com or the Facebook
page for donations or if any-
one is interested in volunteer-
ing. They would like to thank
everyone for their continued
support,” ended Lukas.

Submitted photos

Dogs Finn, Dakota, and Ren sit with their best friend Ella.

fireplace.

Bunny Augustus sitting quietly with Santa in front of the

Dogs Bailey and Ivy donned their best Christmas pajamas and
posed for the cameras.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each ad-
vertiser is request-
ed to check their
advertisement
the first time it
appears. This pa-
per will not be
responsible for
more than one
corrected  inser-
tion, nor will be li-
able for any error
in an advertise-
ment to a greater
extent than the
cost of the space
occupied by the
item in the adver-
tisement.

EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Country Journal ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times
e Agawam Advertiser News

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Sentinel ® The Journal Register
e \Ware River News e Barre Gazette

Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue
e Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder
® The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 e www.turley.com
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Colter David Wold

Birthdate: May 2, 2025
Parents: Quinn and Kayla Wold, Harrisburg, NE
Grandparents: Robert and Monica Panek, Belchertown
Brian and Darci Wold, Harrisburg, NE

Rosemary Eve Simard
April 4,2025

Parents: Kyle and Julivette Simard, Three Rivers
Grandparents: Ted and Marybeth Simard, Thorndike
Carmen Ivette Navarro, Indian Orchard
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Fia Angelina Ferrentino

October 23, 2025
Parents: Frankie and Marissa Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Grandparents: Joao and Maria Dos Santos, Ludlow
Angelina Ferrentino, Longmeadow
Great Grandmother: Noemia Tereso, Ludlow

Samuel Moreno

January 16, 2025
Parents: Christopher and Elizabeth Moreno, Chicopee
Grandparents: John and Marianne Moreno, Ludlow
James and Christine 0'Donnell, Ludlow
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CHICKEN BREAST 0 o7 .. > 1 89

USDA INSP. FROZEN
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We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

Luke Matthew Sabourin

March 18, 2025
Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown
Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown
Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke
Great Grandmother: GiGi, Holyoke

ADVERTISING

SALES

|y
TED

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com
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SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ella Libiszewski gets the takedown for Ludlow.

Lions edge Brownies
18-12 in girls meet

AGAWAM - Last Tues-
day evening, Ludlow vis-
ited Agawam for a typical
dual meet between the two
schools. But the evening
featured a second event,
a five-match girls meet
that saw Ludlow win three

matches to defeat Agawam
18-12. Ella Libiszewski,
Samantha Bertini, and Ri-
ley Morais got the pinfall
wins for the Lions while
Gabrielle Ramos scored for
Agawam to go with a for-
feit in the fifth match.

Samantha Bertini secures a pinfall.

Hayden Del Rosario Rodrigues gets ready to lock up.

Riley Morais tries to gain leverage and a takedown.

T-Birds inch closer to
.500 with win at Lehigh

ALLENTOWN, PA
— The Springfield Thun-
derbirds (8-11-3-2) rode
yet another phenomenal
night of goaltending and
special teams to a 3-1
win over the Lehigh Val-
ley Phantoms (13-10-1-2)
last Wednesday night in-
side PPL Center.

In a first period de-
void of scoring on 13
combined shots, Vadim
Zherenko carried over
momentum from his phe-
nomenal outing 10 nights
earlier in Providence with
eight first-period denials,
including two on a Phan-
toms power play.

Newest T-Bird Troy
Murray quickly warmed
himself up to his team-
mates and fans, as the
28-year-old dropped the
gloves with Sawyer Boul-
ton on the first shift of
his AHL career following
more than 200 profes-
sional games across three
leagues before his T-Birds

debut on Wednesday.

Springfield’s  penalty
kill, which has operated
better than any other road
PK in the AHL, continued
its remarkable run with a
second-period clinic. The
T-Birds killed off three
disadvantages, and on
the third of those, Chris
Wagner added his sec-
ond shorthanded goal of
the season, as he circled
Aleksei Kolosov’s net
and stuffed a wraparound
home at 15:57 of the mid-
dle period, making it a
1-0 game heading into the
final frame.

Zherenko kept up
his end of the bargain
with nine more stops in
the second to make it a
two-period total of 17 de-
nials against the Phantom
attack.

The Phantoms did not

Please seeT'anﬂs,
Page 11

www.sports.turley.com

Ludlow hockey suffers loss to Minnechaug

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— Last Tuesday evening,
Minnechaug Regional ice
hockey improved to 2-0
with a 5-2 win over Ludlow
at Olympia Ice Center. Lud-
low trounced Agawam in its
season opener, scoring eight
goals, but was brought back
to Earth by Minnechaug’s
defense. Kelly Balog and
Jake Moore had two goals
each for the Falcons while
Andrew Lambert and Tan-
nar Severyn had single
goals for the Lions, who are
1-1. Minnechaug defeated
Taconic in its season opener
12-0.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Evan Dias collects the loose puck.

Nathan Ribeiro hustles past the blue

line.

the ice.

Connor Kokosa gets ready to push the puck up

Sean Kefalas holds the puck
near the boards.

Lions fall in home opener

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—On a night
when things didn’t particu-
larly go their way at times,
the Granby girls’ varsity
basketball team still man-
aged to celebrate a road vic-
tory.

Led by senior guard K.C.
Curran and junior forward
Brenna Moreno, the Lady
Rams defeated Franklin
West league rival Ludlow,
36-25, at Mullins Gymnasi-
um, last Tuesday night.

“Things didn’t always go
our way in tonight’s game,
but we played very well de-
fensively, which was very
important.” said Granby
Dave Padavano. “Brenna
and K.C. led us offensively.”

Moreno scored eight of
her game-high 14 points
during the first half. Last
February, she scored a ca-
reer-high 18 points in a 52-
37 home win against Lud-
low.

Curran finished the game
with 10 points. She also
made two of the Lady Rams
four 3-pointers.

Junior forward Kalli
White, who scored a team-
high 16 points in the Lady
Rams season opening home
win  versus  Greenfield,

scored only two points 1n
the first meeting of the reg-
ular season against the Lady
Lions before fouling out
in the middle of the fourth
quarter.

Curran, junior Eleanor
Szlosek (7 points), and ju-
nior guard Meredith Bartosz
(3 points) played very well
defensively for Granby.

The Lady Rams (2-0)
have now won the last five
meetings on the hardwood
against the Lady Lions.

Ludlow (0-2), who lost at
Ambherst, 33-26, in their sea-
son opener, played at home
for the first time this season.
The last time that the Lady
Lions beat the Lady Rams
was a 33-27 victory at the
start of the 2022-23 regular
season.

The duo of junior for-
ward Maddie Riley and se-
nior forward Nora Adams
each scored six points for
the home team.

Despite the setback, first-
year Ludlow head coach
Sam Partridge wasn’t upset
with how her team played.

“I would’ve loved to
have won our home open-
er, but we did stick to our
gameplan,” Partridge said.
“We still have some things
to work on, but the players
continued to play hard for

Karley Roman tries to get around a Granby player near the

sideline.

Aneysha Donais powers around a Granby guard.

the entire game.”

Moreno scored six points
during the first eight min-
utes of the contest and Sz-
losek added an inside hoop,
as the Lady Rams entered
the second quarter holding a
slim 8-6 advantage.

White picked up her sec-
ond personal foul at the end
of the first quarter, and she
sat on the bench for the rest
of the first half.

The Lady Lions’ three
field goals during the open-
ing quarter were by junior
Reese Carroll (2 points), Ri-
ley, and Adams.

Granby’s largest lead of
the opening half was 18-8
following a short jumper
from Moreno, which capped
off a 10-2 run, with 3:30
left.

Ludlow finished the first
half with lay-ups from Ad-
ams, senior guard Aneysha
Donais (3 points), and se-
nior guard Eliana Garcia (3
points), which closed the
gap to 18-14 at intermission.

The score didn’t change
during the first five minutes
of the third quarter.

Moreno finally ended the
dry spell by making a pull-
up jumper in the lane.

With 1:50 left in the
third quarter, Curran buried
a 3-pointer and Moreno fol-
lowed with a basket extend-
ing the Lady Rams lead to
27-17.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Granby held onto the
lead during the final eight
minutes of the contest, as
they outscored Ludlow, 9-7.

The Lady Lions will be
ooking to even the season
series when they make the
short trip to Granby High
School on Jan. 22.

Ava Friese attempts a three-
pointer.

Nora Adams looks to take a
shot under the hoop.
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Springfield Garden Club hosts Gardening Series

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Garden Club will
host “Year Round Color in
the  Garden  Horticultural
Workshops,” a series of three
classes for anyone interest-
ed in year round interest in
their yards and gardens. The
programs will be at 2 p.m. on
three Sundays in January and
February. Right when a little
reinforcement that spring will
come is most needed.

Sunday, January 26, 2025
will kick off the series with
the class “Some of the Best
Perennials and Shrubs for
Seasonal Interest:  Spring,
Summer, Fall and even WIN-
TER!” Wondering what to

best effect? This hands-on
workshop has you evaluating a
wide variety of new and tried-
and-true plants for the unique
needs of YOUR yard. Led by
Vana Nespor, District Direc-
tor, Garden Club Federation of
MA.

Sunday, February 9,
2025 is «Trees that Bring
Joy all Year Long» Looking
to plant and care for a small
tree that you will enjoy year-
round? Learn which small
trees bring joy to both you
and the wildlife around you.
Where best to place them, and
learn how to make sure they
survive in our changing cli-
mate. Led by Alex Sherman,

for Springfield, MA

Sunday, February 23,
2025 is “Landscaping for
Year-Round Beauty” Want
to enjoy your garden more in
the spring, summer, fall, and
winter? Learn how to design a
garden that showcases vibrant
color and fascinating textures
that make it shine in every sea-
son.

The classes will be held
in the Old Monkey House,
Forest Park, Springfield, MA
01108. The fee is $10 per
class and tickets are available
at the door, on Eventbrite, by
emailing  spfldgardenclub@
gmail.com or by calling
413.285.3163.

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
from Page 1

Town Hall, using the back
entrance in the parking lot,
walk inside and turn right
and the Collector’s Office is
located on the left; right be-
fore the staircase.

For the future, where can
residents find out informa-
tion and changes in the town
schedules?

“The Select Board an-
nounces upcoming events
and scheduled closings at
the end of their meetings.
But, again, subscribing to
the website is the best way
to ensure residents are re-
ceiving town communi-

Strange.

Residents can go to the
Town website and select the
tab titled ‘Documents Cen-
ter’ and select the desired
committee or board minutes
and agenda. For example, if
interested in viewing the up-
dated Select Board meeting
agenda, residents can select
the Select Board tab and se-
lect ‘Select Board Minutes
and Agendas 2025’. The tab
will expand and show the
current Select Board agen-
das, categorized beginning
with the year, month, and
day. When the agenda is se-
lected, another tab will be
automatically created on
your computer to show the
agenda with the board up-

dates and miscellaneous
items at the bottom.

To view future meetings,
visit the website ludlowty.
org for the Town’s own com-
munity television, which
records and streams board
and committee meetings
through three channels; 191,
192, and 193. If interested
in watching a meeting that
has already occurred, resi-
dents can select the tab titled
‘View Our Programs’ and
select videos that show the
most current meetings that
occurred in the past week.

As a reminder, the
Town Hall will be closed
Dec. 25 and 26. For further
information, visit the Town
website.

plant? How to layer them for

Tree Warden and City Forester

FROM ALL OF US
TO ALL OF YOU!

1 Crane Park Drive
Wilbraham
www.lusofederal.com

(844) LUSO-FCU
4 )

15 Railroad Avenue

Wilbraham
S 413-596-6535 y
|

Alpha 0il
Gompany, Inc.

2440 Boston Road
Wilbraham

596-4583

FINANCIAL SERVICES

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056

www.ajefinancial.com

535 East Street,
Ludlow, MA 01056

413.589.1500
www.PVFinancial.com

““Url‘E 30

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

2341 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413.279.2020

cations like

this,”
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Thank Yo for making_
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A, SMITH

LUMBER & FEED
COMPANY
84 Hubbard Street
Ludlow, MA
413-583-3472

MARTA
LAW OFFICES

(413) 610-1122

77 Winsor St.
Suite 202

Ludlow

Edward Jones

STEVEN A.
CRESPO

Financial Advisor

658 Center Street
Ludiow, MA

413-547-6048

www.scentedgardengifts.com
The Wilbraham Shops
2341 Boston Road
Wilbraham
413-599-1717

JAPANESE & CHINESE CUISINE

Phone 596-5088
or 596-8809
Fax 596-8802
MandarinWilbrahamRest.com
2571 Boston Rd.
Wilbraham

www.homesbyjpedro.com

77 Winsor Street
Suite 302, Ludlow
413-547-8781

Twin Palm PC
Computer Services

2442 Boston Road
Wilbraham

413-279-1675

Personal e»
Commerical
Insurance

85 Post Office Park
Wilbraham, MA

413-596-2593

RICE
FRUIT
FARM

757 Main Street
Wilbraham, MA
413-596-4002

2773 Boston Road

Wilbraham

LandmarkRE.com

 (413)589-1671

/ a N
Be Memorable
New England
Promotional
Marketing
15 Main Street
Wilbraham

1-800-334-1260

\ www.nepm.com /

PAT WHEWAY
413-478-1166
patwheway@gmail.com
www.whewaygroup.com

Licensed in MA, CT and FL

FOR SUPPORTING
LOCAL BUSINESSES!

RISTORANTE
2133 Boston

Road, Wilbraham
413.271.1208

Life &

Care &l
center
of Wilbraham

Dennis Lopata, Executive Director

413-596-3111

LifeCareCenterofWilbraham.com

2399 Boston Road
Wilbraham

REGISTER

Your Local,
Hometown
Newspaper!

Re

jwalker@turiey.com
413-283-8393

Edward Jones

JARED
ROLLINS

Financial Advisor

2141 Boston Road
Suite G
Wilbraham, MA 01095

413-596-6875

Idl@S from

The Estate

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES
45 Parker Street
Indian Orchard

413-543-6065




Datebook

Do you have a local
event or activity to publi-
cize? Please send the in-
formation as either a Word
doc or plain (no bold text or
other formatting) email text
(no PDFs, please and do
not use all uppercase (i.e.
UPPER CASE) by 5 p.m.
Friday. At least two weeks
prior to the event is encour-
aged. Send your community
events to theregister@tur-
ley.com

ONGOING

VOLLEYBALL at E
Street School began Sept.
16th at 5:30 p.m. They play
Tuesday and Thursdays.

Call the Ludlow Senior
Center for more informa-
tion 413-583-3564.

BI-MONTHLY FOOD
DRIVE On the first Satur-
day of each EVEN month
(February, April, June, Au-
gust,October, December)
First Church in Ludlow, 859
Center St, collects non-per-
ishable foods. From 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m., drive through the
back parking lot. We will
take your donations out of

your car & bring them
to the Community Survival
Center to be distributed to
those in need.

FREE CLOTHING. Ev-
ery Tuesday from 9 to 11
a.m., in the school building
located behind Crossway
Christian  Church, 2230
Main St., Three Rivers.
Clothing from baby through
adult. Current, seasonal
clothes in all sizes. Bags are
provided for easy shopping.
For more information call
Donna, (413)478-0768.

SENIOR BINGO: Host-
ed by the Indian Orchard
Citizens Council 3:30-5
p.m. every Monday. Free to
play with great prizes. For
more information, call 413-
209-8240.

CHESS CLUB: Open to
residents of all surround-
ing communities 5:30 p.m.
every Tuesday at the Indi-
an Orchard Citizens Coun-
cil, 117 Main St. For more
information, contact the
IOCC at 413- 209-8240 or
indianorchardcitizenscoun-
cil@gmail.com or stop in
during operating hours. Fol-
low the IOCC on Facebook
and Instagram.

AQUACISE AT THE

CLUB: The Ludlow Com-

munity Center/Randall
Boys & Girls Club, at 91
Claudias Way, continues

to offer Aquacise through-
out the week. Aquacise is
a low-impact, full-body
workout performed in the
water to put less stress on
your joints and muscles

while building strength.
Classes are open to all
members  with  pool-in-

clusive memberships and
do not require prior reg-
istration. Classes are held
8:30-9:15 a.m., Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays.
For questions, call 413-583-
2072, ext. 124.

SUPPORT FOR FAM-
ILY MEMBERS: The Mi-
chael J. Dias Support Group
meets 6-7:15 p.m. on the
second and fourth Tuesday
of the month at Our Lady of
Fatima Parish Center. Edu-
cation, resources, peer sup-
port, and hope for parents
and family members coping
with a loved one with a sub-
stance use disorder. Anyone
needing help is welcome to
attend. Masks are required
and we will be seated six
feet apart. For more infor-

mation, call Maureen at
413-563-6226.
QUABBIN VALLEY

TWIRLERS If you missed
the first lessons in the fall,
now is the time to give
yourself a gift of dancing
enjoyment for the com-
ing holiday time. Do you
want some exercise, men-
tal acuity, and lots of fun
with great people? Try our
national folk dance, square
dancing with the Quabbin
Valley Twirlers. They dance
in Belchertown and Ludlow
with Sunday and Wednes-
day evenings available. For
more information, call Glo-
ria or Fran at 413-467-3352.

BIBLE STUDY: A
weekly Bible study led by
Ludlow resident Hank Bas-
tos takes place at 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays at 485 East St.,
Ludlow. Call 413-348-6487
for more information.

SHARE YOUR SIGHT:
Volunteer to read, shop or
walk with a blind or vision
impaired person in your
community. Call the Massa-
chusetts Association for the
Blind and Visually Impaired
at 1-888-613-2777 for de-
tails.
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Cluvec/, DIRECTORY

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER DAY SAINTS
584 West St., Ludlow
413-583-8454
S Sunday services
Sacrament Meeting 10- 11 A.M.
Sunday school for adults,

Young single adults( 18-30) and teens (11-18)

1st & 3rd Sunday of
the month from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
for Women- 2nd & 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon

Adult Religious/Marriage and Parenting
for Men- 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month

from 11-12 noon
Classes for Single Adults(18-30)
2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month -11- 12 noon
Classes for Young Men( 11-18)
2nd & 4th Sunday
of the month 11-12 noon

Classes for Young Women ( 11-18)
2nd & 4th Sunday of the month - 11-12 noon
Children’s classes: Sunday school & singing time
every Sunday(3-10) 11- 12 noon
Nursery providedfor ages 18 month- 3 yr

CHRIST THE KING CHURCH
41 Warsaw Ave., Ludlow
413-583-2630
Pastor Rev. Raymond A. Soltys

Saturday Vigil Masses — 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 7:30 a.m.; 8:45 a.m. (Polish);

10am.and 11:15am.
Sunday Evening Mass — 5:30 p.m.

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH

25 Parker St, Indian Orchard,
413-543-3627
Very Rev. Piotr Calik

Thursday 6:00pm
Friday 6:00pm
Saturday 4:00pm
Sunday 8:30am (English) 10:15am ( Polish)
Confessions: Saturday - 3:15-4 p.m.

ST. ELIZABETH PARISH
191 Hubbard St., Ludiow
413-583-3467
Pastor — Rev. Msgr. Homer P. Gosselin
In Residence — Rev. Norman Bolton
Deacons: Normand Grondin, Keith Davies

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Visit our website at www.stelizabethludlow.org
Like us on Facebook Check out our Parish App

FIRST CHURCH IN LUDLOW
859 Center St. Ludlow
413-583-3339
Reverend Darcy Borden, Pastor
Office hours Monday & Wednesday 10 am to 2 pm
Available by appointment at other times
Sunday worship at 10 am alternating weekly with
Grace Union Church, Wilbraham
Call or check Facebook or the website for the
schedule of worship and events
Service live-streamed at 10 am on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/firstchurchludlow
Website: www.ludlowfirst.com

ORCHARD GOVENANT CHURCH
95 Berkshire Street
Indian Orchard, MA 01151
413-543-4204
Revs. Karen and Nick Munn, pastors
Sunday School for all ages, 9:45 a.m.
Worship in person, 11 a.m.
Or watch our livestream.
See our website for more information:
orchardcovenant.org.

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,

Thursday, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
CLOSED FRIDAY
MASS SCHEDULE
Monday 8:00am
Tuesday 8:00am
Wednesday No Mass

TBIRDS from Page 9

stay quiet forever, though,
as Alex Bump ripped a
perfectly placed shot over
Zherenko’s glove hand at
3:19 of the third, tying the
score, 1-1.

However, the Thunder-
birds once again proved
they were not ruffled, and

Visit us on

the web
www.turley.com

SMALL BUSINESS

SPOTLIGHT

just 1:58 later, moments 2-1

after Garrett Wilson com- The

penalty  killers

OUR LADY OF FATIMA PARISH
438 Winsor St., Ludlow
413-583-2312
Father Pedro DeOQlivera
Office hours: Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p..m., closed 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses — 9 a.m. (Portuguese);
11 a.m. (English)

Monday and Wednesday Morning
Masses — 8:30 a.m. (Portuguese)
Tuesday and Friday Masses — 5:30 p.m.
(Portuguese)

Saturday Vigil Mass — 4 p.m. (English)
First Saturday of the Month — 8:30 a.m.
For more information, visit
ourladyoffatimaparish.org.

FAITH COMMUNITY CHAPEL
A Church of the Nazarene
485 East Street, Ludlow
(413) 583-7875
Email: FCCPastorLisa@gmail.com
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lisa Morrison
Associate Pastor: Gary Coombs
Sunday Morning Discipleship Groups
meet at 9:45am
Worship service meets at 11am
OTHER MEETINGS
Tuesdays: Zoom Bible Study 7pm
Fridays: After School Club for Children 5pm
AA Group 7pm

STS. PETER AND PAUL UKRAINIAN
CATHOLIC CHURCH
45 Newhury St.
Ludlow, MA 01056
Phone: 413-583-2140
Pastor: Father Andriy Krip
Liturgy schedule:
Wednesday 9 a.m., Friday 9 a.m.
Rosary for Peace in Ukraine
on Wednesday at 6 p.m.

coffin.
Zherenko  completed

mitted a delay of game mi-
nor for clearing the puck
over the glass, Alek Kaski-
maki shuffled a rebound
past Kolosov following an
initial try by Calle Rosen.
The second-year Finn’s
fifth goal of the season re-
stored the Springfield lead,

stiffened one more time,
completing a perfect 5-for-
5 night with a man down,
and with the Phantoms’
net empty in the final min-
ute, Michael Buchinger
lobbed a clear all the way
down and into the yawning
cage to put the nail in the

another magnificent per-
formance with 23 stops to
secure the victory. Spring-
field has now earned
points in nine of the last
10 games, and the club
has begun this five-game
road trip with three con-
secutive triumphs.

haluchsmemorials.com

Cemetery Memorials + Markers
Granite Benches
Religious Statuary + Outdoor Display

RAY HALUCH INC.
1014 Center St | Ludlow, MA 1 583-6508

GREAT SELECTION OF USED VINYL & CDS
We Feature Rock, Pop, Indie & Alternative, Jazz, Reggae,
Metal, R&B/Soul, Dance/Funk, Post Punk and more.
We Sell Vintage Stereo Equipment
NOW IN 2 LOCATIONS!

207 Winsor St., Ludlow 48 Shaker Rd., E. Longmeadow
413-610-0950 413-278-1145

raspberriesrecords.com

7 Flowers e Gifts

Collectibles ¢ Gourmet

Ted Metayer, Jr./Ted Metayer llI
Owners/Designers

64 East Street, Ludlow, MA 01056
(413) 547-6164 = (888) 248-1901

theodoremetayer@yahoo.com
www.heavenlyinspirationsflowers.com

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

Run twice each month
on the Spotlight Page.
() Pay $40/week & get the
° Quarter Page Ad FREE!
® 4 times throughout the year!
Call Jocelyn at 413-575-4197
Email: jwalker@turley.com
® for more information.

658 Center Street
Ludlow

413-583-2321

www.alegriadance.com
debnunes@alegriadance.com

Jive v Jaugh v Jeve

PDance wilh us!
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

2***x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

TUNE-UPS

E UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

EARLY
DEADLINE

In observance of NNEW YEAR’'S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

A TURLEY PUBLICATION
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 e 413-283-8393 e www.turley.com

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

Buying? Selling?
Our —

Classifieds =
GetResults! § [

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman'’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

N

(413) 687-5552/

or call: 413-283-8393
A [ ) I
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 28 | 24 g
%5 B ians | 26 Beizasn| 27 B igasy| 28 ]
29 Beesaso| 30 Bosarne| 31 B erso| 32 -
33 Basesgggg 34 Basgg;g 35 Basesgigg 36 Basesgzizg
a7 Beiis | 38 B sate| 39 5| 40 -
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CASH

OR

ABLE

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.

Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

[ FORRENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2615EA
Estate of:
Mary Small Dubois
Also known as:
Mae Dubois
Date of Death: 09/29/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Nancy Mary Fer-
nandes of Ludlow, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Nancy Mary Fernandes of

Ludlow, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 01/14/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-min-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 17, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/24/2025
Notice of
Sale of Motor Vehicle
Under G.L. c. 255, Section 25

This ad is pursuant to MA
Gen. Law Ch.255, Sec. 25 as of
January 05, 2026 the following
motor vehicle will be sold to sat-
isfy a mechanics lien thereon for
repairs, storage, towing charges,

care and expenses of notices and
sale of said vehicle:

2018 Ford F150 XLT Super
Crew 4WD

VIN: IFTEWI1EG7JFB61167
Color: Silver

LKO: Jesse Paulo

23 Birch St.

Ludlow, MA 01056

By: Ludlow Motor Sales
121 West Ave.
Ludlow, MA 01056
413-218-3548
12/17, 12/24, 12/31/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2596EA
Estate of:
Jose Ferreira Fortunato
Also known as:

Jose F Fortunato
Date of Death: 07/22/2013
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed
by Maria Rego Fortunato of
Ludlow, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 01/13/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-

ty (30) days of the return day,

action may be taken without

further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-min-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 16, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
12/24/2025

LET’S GO OUT!

oy your favonte Iocal restaurants this holiday season!

]

Bar & Grille

EST. 2016

e,,

‘ JOIN US NEW YEAR’S EVE' OO

o~ Serving 4-9:30pm \O
= Regular Menu & Delicious Specials o
o Live Music with Ray Crooks _ ;,

N Enjoy dinner & music and still get home early' "

L PN (Reservations accepted for parties of 6 or more.) é

$ OPEN NEW YEAR'S DAY - ¥ |
N Serving 11:30am-9pm

LIVE MUSIC

Every Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

All roads lead to
ROUTE 20 BAR & GRILLE

Sunday Brunch 10:30-2:30

FEATURING OUR OWN
BUILD YOUR OWN
Bloody Mary & Mimosa Bar
Plus Our Regular Menu Until 8 p.m.

Every Sun. Night

STEAK N’ BREW

(SPECIALS Dine in only,
while they last)

$20

Every
Tues. Night

*18
PRIME RIB
DINNER

Every
Wed. Night

520
WINE DOWN
WEDNESDAY

Every
Thurs. Night

4-7:30pm
HAPPY HOUR

SPECIALLY

PRICED APPS.

PLUS FRIDAY & SATURDAY SPECIALS

2341 Boston Rd..
(Rt. 20) Wilbraham

413.279.2020

Tues.-Wed. 4-9pm, Thurs. 11:30am-9pm
Fri.-Sat. 11:30am-9:30pm
Sunday 10:30am-8pm
with EXTENDED BAR HOURS EVERY NIGHT
CLOSED Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve & Christmas Day

route20barandgrille.com

PIZZERIA & LOUNGE

EST. 2011

PIZZERIAYS|LOUNGE
413-566-8015

9 Allen St.,

Hampden Mini Mall

1 Allen Street, Hampden  413-566-8324

JOIN US

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Offering Our Dinner Menu
Featuring Holiday Specials

We have catering frays available

for your New Year’s Eve enterfaining!
See our website for banquet & catering menus.

LIVE MUSIC!!!
EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
Visit Facebook For Lineup

BOOK YOUR NEXT FUNCTION WITH US!

lacucinagreenhouses@gmail.com

LATE!

S\:0Z3F See our website for our Banquet & Catering Menu  FEo]f] /05
lacucinahampden.com

& PIZZA T DAYS

Mon.-Thurs. 3-9pm, Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-10pm & Sun. 11:30am-9pm

What Are Your Plans NYE?

Celebrating at home...
We’ve got you covered with our take-out
menu or let us cater for you.

Planning to go out...

Join us in our lounge for delicious
Italian food, seafood or a specialty pizza
and one of our seasonal cocktails!

Hampden, MA (413) 566-8015
e Open Mon, Closed Tues, Open Wed - Sun  www.giospizzeria.com
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DL&G TREEL

Tree
Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-418-4212
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INSURED AND CERTIFIED



